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00 K che Firſt, 


E HE Polescar Gf we may ha 

live the Philoſophers) is 
2 Creature naturally given 
to Theft, and which never 
SW ſtirs ont but in the Night 


ger than a Ferret, extreamiy Nimble and 


Cunning: Her prey is hollow bits; where- 
ever ſhe keeps her haunts, no Wall is high 
enough, u Door. faſt enough to ſecure the 
: „ n 


7 2 "2 
Poultry: Her Agility is ſurprizing, we 


Jeaps, flies, clings, hangs an end, and can 
ſerue herſelf in, through the leaſt Hole 
inable. 

We have called the Woman, who. is te 
be the ſubject of the following Story, by 
the Name of that Animal, becauſe ſhe was 

born with the very ſame Inclinations ; zen- 
dued with the ſame cunning and nimble- 

Jeſs (of Fingers), not meanly ſtockt with 
aſſurance and miſchievous Artifice : And 
deſcended from Parents of the ſame lauda- 
dle Genius. Were a Purſe ever ſo well 

- Hid, or a Treaſure ever ſo well conceal- 

ed; it was impoſſible for it to eſcape the 

Maſter-key of her Plots and Contrivances. 
She had been bred up from a Child in all 

Manner of Liberty; for her Parents, who 
ought to have correfted her ill Habits, 
Be themſelves addicted to all ſorts of 

ice. 
Let this Deſcription of thoſe who may 
reſemble our Pole-cat, ſerve for an exam- 

Ple to the Reader; to the intent that if 

he is eaſy to be cully'd, he may look to 

himſelf; if he is inclined to Evil, he 

may dread the Puniſhment that attends it; 3 

and if he is careleſs of his Honour, he 
may be put in mind of his Duty: For the 

things which I now write, are no ae 
| Wn 978 


a cz) 
'but what really have bappened in one of the 
moſt conſiderable Cities in Spain: but tho® 
they were not true, yet as the like do 
daily come to paſs in the Age we now live 
in, I am perſwaded the Caution which 
I recommend will not be uſeleſs to thoſe 
who ſhall put it in praftic.  _ _ 
Signor Trapaſſa, our Heroine's Father, 
had been condemned to the Gallies for 
bhonouring himſelf with the Order of 
a Knight of Chriſt, without having 
performed the neceflary Probations, on 
which his Majeſty confers it; which he did, 
that he might have a better opportunity 
of playing his Pranks in the Train of the 
Court, where he paſt for a Knight, and of 
exerciſing. under that Cloak thoſe clean 
Legerdemaineries, wherein the moſt Expert 
might have been his Scholars. A Wo- 
man with whom he kept Company, en- 
raged againſt him for a certain jealouſſ 
ſhe had entertained, and what ſhe found 
to be well-grounded, accuſed him of this 
Forgery, which was the Cauſe of his 
being promoted by the King to the wor- 
thy Office of Oar-tugger on Board his Ma- 
jeſty's Gallies. There he ſpent all the 
time allotted by his Sentence, and ſome- 
thing more, He was ordered on Board 
the Squadron which is called the Spaniſh, 
DNR \... 4 "I and 
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was bloodily vexed at having failed in 


+ ſcape = filing off his Shackles, and at 
finding that the diſcovery of that Attempt 
had encreaſed the ill Treatment he recei- 
ved. So ſoon as Eſtefania (this was the 
Name of the Miſtreſs that had done him 
this good turn) was informed, that he was 
gone to execute his new Employment, 
though ſhe was of no very merciful Diſpo- 
dition, ſhe began to repent of her having 
occaſioned his misfortune ; and concluded 
that ſhe could not make any better Repa- 
ration for the Injury ſhe had done him by 
chaining him thus to the Oar, than by 
voluntarily binding herſelf to him in the 
Fettets of Matrimony, as ſoon as the time 


of his Condemnation ould be expired ; 


what engaged her ſtill more potently to 
the Execution of this deſign, was, that ſhe 


already had a Davghter by him, who is 


the Perſon I deſcribe, and who is the ſub- 
ject of this Book. In this Reſolution ſhe 
left the Court, to go to Seville ; hoping 


in that great and famovs City, he might 


ſooner have News of the Man ſhe had made 
ſo wretched, and whom . now mined to 
ſee Releaſed. | 


* 
5 E J * 
+ ba . * 
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and conducted from Toledo to Port Saint 
Mary's, with all his Companions. He 


a. Deſign he had formed of making his e- 
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Efteſania was very eaſy in ber Circuits - 
ſtances : A Genoeze, whoſe Widow ſhe 
was, had left her in a very plentifol Con- 


dition. The great Coſtlineſs of her Dreſs, 
and the magnificent Furniture of her Houſe, 


gave her at Madrid the repute of being a 
Woman of Quality: Bur ſhe ſoon fell 
from the ' Fame ſhe had acquired, when 
People came to know the Hiſtory of her 
Life, and that by an Exceſs of Jealouſy, 
ſhe had thrown into the Gallies a raſcally 
Fellow, who had been her Gallant : Her 
beſt Friends were the firſt to rail at her, 
finding ſhe had been ſo Baſe-minded as to 
love a Scoundrel who deſerved nothing 
but the Gallows. All theſe Reaſons ob- 


liged her to leave Madrid, and go to Se. 
5 vile; but before ſhe went, ſhe made up 
into Bales all the moſt valuable of her 


Effects to be carried with her; and fold 
all the reſt that were unfit for Carriage, 
whereby the raiſed a conſiderable Sum of 
Money. Having thus ſettled her Affairs, 
ſne took a place in the Coach, with two 
Servant - maids, and arrived at that cele- 


brated Town, the Depoſitary of all the © 


Riches of the Welt: There ſhe ſettled her 
ſelf for the time which Trapaſſa was ob- 
liged to ſerve in the Gallies; which be- 


_ ing at laſt expired (for ſhe kept an exact 


3 Account 
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mſh Gallies were arriyed at Port Saint 
ys Upon this ſhe went thither, not 
in the ſame Pomp that ſhe had lived at 

Seville, but in a more modeſt Garb; con- 
cealing herſelf thus, that ſhe might not 
afterwards be upbraided that ſhe was the 
Wife of a Gally-flave, or at leaſt that ſhe 
had taken the pains to go herſelf on pur- 
Poſe to fetch him out of his Confinement. 
She was immediately informed that her 
Spark was one of the Crew of the Admi- 


ral Gally, very Brisk and jolly, employ'd 


in the Office of Eſpalier, a Preheminence 


among the Slaves which exempts them 


from Rowing, which he had obtained of 


the Admiral by his jovial Temper ;- but 
though he had been ſo lucky as to get 


that Office, he was ſo uſed to the Gallies, 


that he would not much have troubled his 
Head about getting his Freedom. But 
Eſtefania s Arrival remedied all thoſe 
Matters. She ſet berhelf inſtantly to 
treat for his Liberty, applying herſelf 


to thoſe in whoſe Breaſt the thing lay, 
and working upon them even by Money, 


unknown to Trapaſſa, whom ſhe had not 


Prize, when he was told that there were 
certain Perſons, not only ſolliciting his 


Accopnt of it) ſhe heard that the Spa- 


yet ſeen; ſo that he was ina ſtrange ſor- 


Dif- 


0 
TERRIERS e 


bd 
_ 2 72 8 4.5 r a 4 2 - " » „ 0 7 4 K 3 
E WORSE 0% os 4 OY 5 r 8 . 3 „ 4% AA 
„CC MES an i Been e I TE en ˖ͤ Gy en. | $ . 4 a 8 W 
75 7 * - * * PY 4 Won he A I POE et LS < %, a2; Mm =» 1p rand. 4 TY. N n r 9 . : : 8 * * * 3 8 5 
FS ey F — * n * 85% 1 2 * * ir 2 A 2 V 45 7 3 5 . "ll g _— N * 2 e "© RA - 
* 8 . l * . \ — 3 RIS - 2 7 2 3 „3 : 3 . AAA 1 
c * * Y * bh 2 e Ba 4 n © A.” ns ca, GY” 2 8 8 n ad N n VEAL” IP 8 n 
* e 1 is - 1 * g „ * ; 
. A * 


ſmall one; for even when the Gally-ſlaves: 


Y 3 Ag 
Diſcharge; bat ſparing no Money to obz 
tain it; and it never came into his thoughts 
that his Eſtefania could have changed her 
Cruelty into ſuch a ſweet obliging Tem- 
per. All things being concladed and a- 
greed upon for Trapaſſa's Eiberty ; he 
was unburthened of his Chain, and told 
that he might go where he pleaſed; tho? 
he could not yet find out who had procu- 
red him this Happineſs, which was no- 


have compleated the time of their. Con- 
demnation, there is always ſome Objecti- 
on ſtarted againſt their being diſcharged : 
And many a Wretch who is condemned 
but for four or five Years, ſerves ſix or 
ſeven. - Trapaſſa was hugely amazed to ſee 


. himſeif in the preſence» of his Eſtefania, 


and to hear, that it was by her ſole Means 
he had recovered his Freedom: She met 


him with open Arms; and he, not to ap- 


pear ungratefol, repay'd with the ſame 


Careſſes fo obliging a Reception; and the 
Kindneſs ſhe had now done him, utterly 


effaced his Reſentment of the Hardſhips 


ſhe had made him undergo. He was un- 


eaſy at ſeeing her in an Equipage ſo diffe- 
rent from that wherein he had left her at 
Madrid; for he was Ignorant, that it was 
ont of Cunning ſhe had diſguiſed herſelf + 


n — . nwgm Cannes rang 
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cepted of the advantageous Offers ſhe 


in that manner; neither could fhe at that 


time. inform him; becauſe of the Preſence of 
thoſe who had brought him, and whom (he 


was obliged to treat at Dinner upon that 
Occaſion.” After having made them as wel- 


come as ſhe was able; every one retired 


Home, and Trapaſſa remained in the Ion with 
- his Miſtreſs-: Seeing themſelves alone, they 


renewed their Careſſes, and gave mut val 
Teſtimonies of the pleaſure they took 
to ſee one another again after ſo long an 
Abſence. Trapaſſa returned her Thanks 
with all imaginable Signs of Acknowledg- 
ment, for her Trouble and Goodneſs in 
delivering him from the cruel Torments he 
had endured ; while Eſtefania, on the other 
Hand, beg'd his Pardon for her having 
been the cauſe of them all; adding, that 
ſhe thought ſhe could not otherwiſe re- 
pair what ſhe had done, than by marrying 
bim, if he was ſo minded, ſince ſhe. had 

already a Daughter by him, and Wealth 


enough to make them both eaſy. 1 leave 


you to imagine how Trapaſſa reliſned this 
Propoſal; to whom the leaſt good For- 
tune had ſeemed extraordinary, at his e- 
ſcaping from ſo uneaſy a condition. He 
returned freſh Embraces for the happy 
News ſhe brought him, and heartily ac- 


him, 


made 


v - < 
AE THAT Hts Go PN 7, IHR; : 7 rr << + 
fe * e 5 N Þþ v 3 
3 N PPP Ne 2 *\ Pg — 
R — c SER IIS "34 FELT > abs 0 £0 - 25 1 - a js 
5 ? * 2 5 3 — bo” an Es r g * oy 2 2 Ko 
e 5 N * A & LA 4 7 . by * * me * n 
* * * 0 "Sy —__ * "XY ö — * 1 oy 4 Ce . ITE 
4 e * 2 8 ox n x . 
— 


into another part of the Town, reſolved 


1 | 


him, deſiring her to give him ſome Tydings 


of his Daughter, whom he was impatient 


to ſee. Eſlefania, over-joy'd to find him 
ſo well diſpoſed, made him a preſent of 


a very handſome Suit of Cloaths which ſhe - 
had prepared for him; and the very next 


Morning they ſet out for Seville, where 
Trapaſſa, charmed with his Daughter, who 
was then about five Years old, did oncein 
his Life a Chriſtian-like AQtion, in marry» 


| ing Estefania in the Face of the Church, 


They changed their Lodgings, and went 


to live quite different from what they 
had hitherto done. And as Eſtefania ĩma- 
gined that what Trapaſſa had ſuffered in 
the Gallies, had made him wiſer, and that 


the Grey-hairs he had brought out of 


them would put a ſtop to the Continuati- 


on of his Debauches, ſhe endeavoured to 


procure him. ſome handſome Employment 
at Seville, as well to keep him out of Idle- 
nels, as becauſe it was juſt he ſhould con- 


tribute ſomewhat to the charge of their 


Maintenance: Bot an evil Diſpoſition, as 
was that of Trapaſſa, is with great Dif- 
ficulty corrected ; and if he had now 
for a little while, behaved himſelf with 
ſome reſerve, it was owing to the Advice, 


and to the Reprimands which his Wife 


1 


(10) 


was continually giving him: So that by 


his Negligence he remained without any 


every Day to the Gaming-houſes, to the 
Plays, and to all the other places where 
yur dlers and Lonndgers are uſed to re- 

ort to eaſe themſelves of the Burthen of 
their time: This gave ſome Uneaſineſs to 
his Wife; but having nothing ſo much at 
Heart as living peaceably, ſhe often made 
herſelf Blind to his ill Condect and De- 
bauchery, and endeavonred to comfort and 
divert herſelf in the Company of her 
Daughter, who was now about eight Years 
| of Age, and who already exceeded in 


Beauty all the Girls in the Town, Idle- 
neſs, which is the Root of all Evil, ſput- 


red on Trapaſſa to his old Frade of Game- 
ing (a Sea where fo much Riches and fo 
many Eſtates are daily Shipwracked) he 
began with playing for a little (by way 
of Diverſion) but afterwards venturing 
More and more, he played away every 
thing he could lay Hands on. His Wife 
Joon miſſed ſeveral of her things, and did 
not doubt but her Husband was the Thief: 
But all ſhe could do to help herſelf, was 
to weep and complain of her hard For- 
Tune, thongh ſhe blamed none but herſelf 
for the Occaſion of it. Trapaſſa mos 

| | er 


other Employment, than that of going 


. 


4 her thus afflicted, promiſed her he would 


was ſtill an agreeable Woman, would de- 


en ) 


amend : But his Ich for Gaming growing 
worſe and worſe; he made a ſhift, in four 
Years time, to ſell and pawn every ching 
of value that he could find in the Houſe; 
but being at laſt reduced to the utmoſt 
Neceſlity, he did nothing but rack his 


| Imagination for ſome Contrivance to fup- 


ply his Extravagancies : He could haye 
wiſhed in his Heart, that his Wife, who 


ſcend to ſome Actions vnworthy of her 


new Reputation; but ſhe was grown ſo 
very good, and ſo changed from what ſhe 


was before, that he durſt not mention any 


ſuch thing to her; the poor Woman was 


ſo much afllicted at her Husband's wretched 
Conduct, that ſne grew careleſs of every 
thing : 'She even became leſs ſollicitous 


about the Education of her Daughter, who 
had attained the Age of twelve Years; 


and who during theſe Diforders lived in al 


manner of Licentiouſneſs, to which ſhe 


was naturally inclined ; : ſhewing herſelf e- 
very Day at the Window with no ſmall 
Affectation. Bi 
The Regret and Uneaſineſs that i it gave 

to poor Eſte fania to ſee herſelf reduced 


to Poverty, joined to the difcontent ſhe 
received from we Husband, quichlythrew 


her 


} 


(x2) 


her into a Diſtemper, of which ſhe died a 
Pear afterwards, with a perfe&t Repen- 
| - tance of her paſt Faults; calling up all 


her Strength in this Extremity, to die as 
good a Death, as her Husband had made 
er live an ill Life: She was Buried very 
ordinary,Trapaſſa not having it in his pow- 
er to do as he could have wiſhed. He 
was very much grieved at her Death; 
and began too late to ſee the great Fault 


he had committed in having continued his 


Debauchery, and that if he had followed 
his Wife's gonad advice, he might have 


lived honourably all the reſt of his Days 


upon what he had. The only comfort 
that was left him, and the hope where- 
on he built all his Happineſs, was the 
Beauty of his Daughter, whom he thought 
ſofhiciently charming to procure him a Son- 
in-Law that might keep him from want; 
not conſidering that the Virtue of the Age 
Conſiſts in Riches alone, and that all the 

Accompliſhments and Graces in the World, 
are of no Force, if deſtitute of Wealth. 
The unbappy 7rapaſſa, as miſerable as he 
had made himſelf, did not leave off fre- 
quenting the Gaming-houſes, not indeed 


to play (for he had not wherewithal) but 


to receive what he had formerly given, 
namely, the Harato, which is what. the 
ET. Spaniards 


1 
1 
1 
ö 

' 

| 
J 
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Spaniards are uſed to beſtow on the Stand? 
ers-by, when they have had any conſide- 
rable Luck, and which is commonly the 
ſureſt Income of thoſe that have ruined 
themſelves at Play. 74 0X1 DORN 
 Trapaſſa's being ſo little at Home, gave 
his Daughter an opportunity of following 


her own bad Inclinations: She was conti- 


nually at the Window; which brought a 
gteat many Gallants to walk about the 
Street: The Father, who was not igno- 
rant of any thing that paſſed, though he 
might eaſily have prevented it, ſuffered 
her to take her own way ; thinking that 
ſhe might get herſelf ſuch a Husband' as 
might ſupply his Wants, ſo high an Opi- 
nion he had of her Charms, This indeed 
was the honeſteſt Refuge he had to fly to. 
He therefore left the young, Rufina (which 
was his Daughter's name) to her own dif- 
poſal ; wiſhing ſhe might win the Hearts 
of thoſe that Gallanted her. Trapaſſa was 
more lucky than he could imagine; among 
her Adorers, there was one very Rich, 
who was ſmitten with Rafina's Beauty: 
Rufina had taken the Title of Doma (which 


belongs only ro Women of Quality) be- 2 


cauſe her Mother was called by it: And 

if it had not been ſo, ſhe would have ta- 

keg it nevertheleſs ;. for tis a thing _ 
* colts. 


<4) 3 
coſts but little. This Courtier of hers was 
a Peru Agent, a Man of more Credit than 
real Wealth, but generally reputed to be 
very Rich: He was about fifty Years old, 
and tho? he heard that his Miſtreſs had not 
a Penny to her Fortune, and that he ſhould 
- be burthened with ber Father who was a 
ruined Man ; yet he continued to love her, 
and was reſolved to take her as ſhe was: 
For when Love gets the better of an old 
Man, tis very bard to cure him. Law- 
rence de Saravia (this was the Lover's 
Name) was ſo wondrouſly Enamoured of 
Rufina's Beauty, that in eight Days the 
Marriage was concluded, and he ſaw him- 
ſelf in Poſſeſſion of what he wiſhed for. 
As he was a Man of Subſtance and Credit, 
he was very willing to maintain his Wife's 
Father; and ſo carried him Home te bis 
Houſe, though he knew he was a great 
Gameſter. The firſt Days of the Nuptials 
were all ſpent in Merriment : He preſent» 
ed his Wife with fine Cloaths, Rings, and 
Jewels, but yet not above his Condition; 
for being a Man in Years, he did not love 
Profuſion; which Temper of. his was not 
very agreeable to Ryfina, who deligbted 
in nothing ſo much as in being richly 
Dreſſed, and who deſired every thing that 
was worn by Ladies of the higheſt Quali- 


TY 
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; which made her have no great Love 
fer her Husband, who took a little after 
the Indians, and was conſequently covetous 
and careful to ſave what he had. Know- 
ing that his Father-in-Law was mad of 
Gaming and not worth a Groat, he would 
not truſt his Wife with any of the Money 
that he had in his Houſe, no not even with 
what was neceſſary for the Expence of 
Houſe-keeping; this ruined all Trapaſſas 
Expeclations, which were, that = his 
_ Davghter's Marriage he might get where- 
withal to play, out of the Money that 
would be in her power; ſo bewitched he 
was to that unaccountable Paſſion. Rufina, 
who ſaw her Husband fully employed in 
his Affairs, took her time to go Abroad 


every Morning, under pretence of doing 


her Devotions, that it might pleaſe God 
to bleſs them with Children : This was 
ber excuſe to her Husband, but the true 
Cavſe was to ſhew herſelf in the Street, 
and in the Churches. The firſt that ſaw 
her and became Enamoured of her, was 
the Son of a Citizen of Seville, one of the 
moſt debauched young Fellows living ; 
one, that in ſhort, was no leſs ſo, than 
Tra} paſſa bad been : He was born of very 
honeſt Parents, but was a great Rogue for 


all that, His name was Roberta, he was of 
| a very 


E 
a very engaging Mein; and wrovght fo 
effectually vpon Rufina, that ſhe placed all 
her Affection on him, hoping to have 
. great Preſents from him, and ſo to be a- 
dle to ſatisfy the violent Inclination the 
had to ſpend high, and to go as brave as 
ihe was handſome; and which ſhe could 
not obtain of her Husband, who loved his 
_ Caſh too well to conſent to ſuch Extrava- 
gancies. The firſt Requeſt ſhe made to 
her love was of a Suit of Cloaths, like one 
that ſhe had ſeen upon the Back of one of 
her Neighbours, promiſing, that as ſoon 
as he had granted her this Favour, ſhe 
would refuſe him nothing that lay in her 
Power to do to gratify him. Roberto, 
who by his inſolent Boaſtings had made her 
believe there was no end of his Wealth, 
immediately aſſured her ſhe ſhould have 
what ſhe deſired : But not having ir in 
his Power to execute his promiſe, he be- 
thought himſelf of this Trick to cheat her: 
Being acquainted with the Neighbour who 
was Owner of that handſome Suit of 
Cloaths, he waited upon her, and beg'd 
her to lend it him, pretending it was for 
a Play which was to be Acted in a Con- 
vent of Nuns. There was no refuſing him 
what he asked, and fo at the end of three 
Days, in which he made Rufina _— 
* . they 


Mm 
they were making, he brought them to her 
in a green Cloth, while her Husband was 
in the City buſy'd about his Affairs. 
She thanked him for them with a very 


good Will; and ſince he was ſo punctual, 


that ſhe might not ſeem ungrateful, ſhe 
granted- him whatever he could wiſh 
in return. He took his leave of Rufing, 


who meant to tell her Husband a Kink 


man had ſent her that Svit of Cloaths from 
Madrid, that he might have no Suſpicion 
of what had happened: Roberto was now 
contriving how he ſhould return thoſe 


Cloaths to the Perſon he had borrowed 
them of. Saravie had never ſeen bim, 


which made him undertake the Stratagem 


which Jam going to relate. He let paſs j 


— 


three or four Days, during which he told © 


the Lady the Feſtival continued; and af- 


terwards diſguiſing himſelf in a Footman's 


Livery, he went himſelf about Dinner 


time to- Saravia's Houſe, ſaying he was 


Servant to the Lady who owned the Suit 
of Cloaths ; Saravia ordered he ſhould 


come up, and when he was before him, he 


ſaid, that his Miſtreſs ſent him to fetch 


the Suit of Cloaths ſhe had lent to Madam 
Rufina, to take a Pattern from them: Sa- 


ravia turning towards his Wife, what Suit 
of Cloaths, ſays he to her, does the Fel- 


low 
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low mean? She, who ſoon knew him to'be 
Roberto, ſaid to him, Friend, come again 
to morrow Morning and you ſhall hare it. 
To which Roberto replied, my Miſtreſs or- 

dered me not to return without it; be- 

cauſe this Evening ſhe is to be Godmother 
at a Chriſtening, and ſhe cannot do with- 
out it: How do I know, anſwered Ru. 
ſina, if you are really that Lady' s Servant,. 
and whether I may traſt you with the 
Cloaths ? The cunning Rogue, who plain- 
ly faw which Foot the Jade limpt of, and 
that ſhe had no mind to reſtore the Suit 
of Cloaths; they are of ſuch a Colour, 
fays he; ſo and ſo trim'd : ; giving all the 
: Marks of the Suit; and ſhe ſent it you, 
s he further, in 'a green Italian Cloth, 
which is done round with a ſilk Fringe. 
Saravia, hearing him deſcribe the Cloaths 
ſo miautely; ; my Dear, ſays he to his 
Wife, here is no room for a Doubt: And 
fince he deſires the Cloaths fo earneſtly, 
- is Miſtreſs muſt certainly want them for 
the Reaſon he tells you; if you do not 

cenre to riſe from Table, give me the Key 
of the Cheſt where they are laid, and 1 
will fetch them myſelf. Rufins had no- 
thing to fay for ' herſelf after this; but 
ready to burſt with Fury, ſhe aroſe, took 
"pegs: out of che "Chelt, and giving 

| | chem. 
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them to Roberto, pay wy Reſpeds ſays fie 
to Madam Leonora, and tell her, 7 hope 
ſhe will pardon me for not ſending back 
the Cloaths ſooner; for I could not meet 

with the Lady that begg'd me to borrow 
them for a Pattern. The Spark, in his 
Foot man's diſguiſe, taking the! Cloaths,. 
made a low Bow, and left Rufina with her 
Eyes enflamed. with Paſſion, and curſing 
him in her Heart for having io impudent- 
ly affronted her. Sarama asked her, what 
made her borrow thoſe Cloaths; ſhe an- 
 fwered, that ſhe had done it at "he Re- 
| queſt of a Friend of hers, who wanted co 
have a Suit like it, becauſe the Faſhion of 
it pleaſed her extreamly, being very gen- 
teel and modiſn. She ealily pe rſwaded hen. 
HAusband of whatever ſhe — yer ſhe 
was terribly enraged againſt Roberto, for 
the Trick he had pur upon her, in taking | 
back that Suit of Cloaths, " which ſne 
had been ſo highly pleaſed with, and of 
which ſhe thought herſelf the Miſtreſs 2 
She firmly reſolved to be Revenged on 
him at any rate; but thinking it neceſſary 

to communicate her defign to a Maid in 
whom ſhe mightily. "confided, Trapaſſa 
over- hearing them, learnt the whole Sto- 
ry; and knowing the Man, becauſe he fre- 
quented the Gawing-houſes, and Jooking 


upon 


3 upon himſelf to be obliged to Revenge 
£ the affront done to his Daughter; he ac- 
br eoſted him one Day in the Street, and told 
 . him that he wanted Satis faction of him for 
an Injury which he ſhould let him know 
more of when they were in private: Ro- 
bertoreadily followed bim out of the Town, 
where being by themſelves, Trapaſſa told 
him the Cauſe of his giving him that chal- 
lenge: They immediately drew, and: af- 
ter ſeveral hearty Thruſts, Trapaſſa re- 
ceived one which pierced his Heart, fo 
that he died upon the ſpot, without ha- 
ving time to do the leaſt Act of Contri- 
tion; which is commonly the caſe of thoſe 
Who lire no better than he had done. No- 
-berto took Refuge in a place of Security; 
and Trapaſſas Bady Was carried to his 
Son-in-Law's: Houſe, where it was recei- 
ved both with joy and with Sorrow; 
with Joy, becauſe-it was no ſmall burthen 
removed, to be rid of the moſt trouble- 
ſome and the moſt extravagant of Men; 
with Sorrow, becauſe of the unavoidable 
charge of his Funeral. But Ruſina teſtified 
by her Cries, and by her Tears, that the 
Death of her Father was as affficting to 
her, as it was welcome to her Husband : 
She took on moſt violently, and could not 
becomforted, being now left without any 
. | manner 
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11 
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manner of ſupport ; for all 'the Relations 


ſhe now had in the World was a Husband _ 


whom [ſhe did not love: On the contrary, 
Saravia thought no Man upon Earth could 


be more happy than he was, in poſſeſſing 


ſo young aad ſo beautiful a Wife: But 
ſhe was a little too young and too beauti- 
fol for him: The proportion between 
their Ages, which Parents onght «chiefly: 


to regard in the Marriage of their Chil. © 
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dren, was not obſerved here; an cd 


is not a morſel for a young Woman's 
Tooth: Though Rufina had always been 
kept within the bounds: of Modeſty by 
her Parents, the Contempt ſhe conceived: 
for her Husband, joined to her Affectati- 
on of being richly Habited, and her de- 
fire of Revenging the Aﬀeont ſhe had re- 
ceived from Roberto, made her bid adieu 
to all Reſtraints, profane the Marriage- 
Bed, and give herſelf blindly up to every 
thing that could bring her Pleaſure or 
Profit: The Injary which Roberro had done 
her, was what run ſo predominantly in her 


Head, that ſhe could live no longer with- 


out Revenge. But as ſhe ſtood in need of 


other Hands than her own for that pur- 
$a; ſhe ſought out all imaginable Occa- 


fions for Enioga Gallant that might vi- 
 gorouſly 


* . of 
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_ 'poroully execute her Deſigns, and the fol- 


lowing was the beſt ſhe mer with. 
One of the Fridays which are Solem- 


- nized with a great Concourſe of People 
from Eaſter to Whitſontide, in Triano, the 


Suburbs of Seville, through which flows 
the Guadalquivir, a famous River of An- 


-dulnſia, and the Mirror of that populous 


City ; Rufina went in a Boat covered with 
Boughs, to ſee the Feſtival; whither ſhe 


was carried by her Husband's Order, by 


4 ſhe Neighbour whom he believed to be 
one of the modeſteſt and virtuous Women 
inthe World; but the poor Man was ſadly 
miſtaken, for no Woman was ever more 


Jooſe or more corrupt. She therefore 


hired a Bark for herſelf Rufina and two 


The Friends: But the Waterman's Avarice 


prevailed on him to take other Company 


to his Boat; and among the reſt, a 


__ young Gentleman who had a long while 


watched for fach an Opportunity, and had 


employed Spies to find it out, who had 
not failed to give him Notice of this: So 

_ ſoon as they were got into the Boat, X- 
Nua ſhewed her Face; which the Spark 
(hom we ſhall call Felician) had no ſooner 
ſeen, than he obliged ſome of his Friends 


who were upon the Shore with him, to 


800 into the Boat with him, for which he 


gave 
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gave a piece of Money to the Waterman. 


When they were all entered, Felician took 


| his Seat next to Rufina, by way of Inducti- 


on into her good Graces, He was the 


Fortune in the Indies: e had no Child 


but this, who ſpent as much Money as 


he pleaſed; ſo that it was thought the Son; 
could not live ſuch a Life very long, with- 
out diſſipating the greateſt part of the 
Riches which his Father had ſcraped toge= 
ther in ſuch abundance; for he was con- 
tinually Gaming, was always Gallanting 
the Ladies, and hardly ever out of the 
Company of a pack of Rakes who afſiſt- 
ed him in his Debaucheries ; and was fo 
prodigal, he paid for every Body that 
kept him Company. Over and above theſe 
admirable Qualities, he ſtood mightily up- 
on his Punctilio's of Honour, and valued” 

himſelf hugely upon his Valour; a Vice 
common to moſt of the young People of 


Seville, who have ſo much Liberty given 
them as him we are now ſpeaking of: 
Alter being thus ſeated next to Ryfine, and 

bis Comrades by ther Friends, the Boat 
Landing in a good long half Hour; for 


Puſhed off, and row'd along the Shore, not 


which delay the Waterman had been very 
well paid. Of all this time Felician * 
| | ö lote 


"Ln." 


Joſe-a:Moment : He made a Declaration 


of -bis 'Love to Rufins in ſuch: obliging 
Terms, that ſhe gave entire Belief to what 
he Laid, and let him ſufficiently know by 
the Complacency of her anſwer that ſhe 
took delight in his Company. Felician 
was a Man of Wit, 
able Humour vpon- ſuch Occaſions: 
made the beſt of. hi 

which the Ladies were 3 well ſa- 
tisfied, and eſpecially. Rufina, who took a 
ſingular Pleaſare jn his Converſation. She 


told him ber Name, her Houſe, and her 


Husband's Profellion, without "Aiſguifing 
any of her Circumſtances : Felician did the 
ſame, adding a thouſand Proteſtations of 
Service and Obedience, All that Aſter- 

noon was ſpent in Gallantries, to the great 
Satisfaction of Rufina, whoſe Wiſhes aim- 


ed chiefly at two things; the firſt, to be 


Revenged of Roberto by Felician's means ; 
the other, to ſerue out of him wherewithal 
to go Fine, and to ſupply-her extravagant. 
Expences.: What he. had premeditated: 
ſucceeded in the manner you ſhall hear. 
From that time Felician began very con- 
ſtantly to frequent Ruſina's Street, during 
all the time that he knew her Husband was 
employed Abroad, That Lady was un- 
* her Lover ſhould find her. fo eaſily 


5. | Won 


and of a very agree- 
He 
his ' Qualifications; with 
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won as he imagined: for remembring Kb. 
berto's trick, ſhe was afraid of having ſome- 
thbiag like it put upon her again. Before 
de gave him Entrance into her Houſe, 

XZ fhe had a mind to try bis Liberality, which 

me eaſily compaſſed : For Frlician who had 
been always profuſe, was much more fo 
*X vpon this Occaſion, making her Preſents of 
fine Cloaths, Jewels, and ſeveral other 
things, without reckoning the Expence he 
was at in Treats and Collations: Sd that 
IX Xufina began to be very well ſatisfied in 
IF rhat point. It is a common thing to be 
diſguſted by Enjoyment : But it was not 

= fo with Felician ; his love increaſed eve- 
ry Day, and grew to ſuch a height as was 
3 hardly ever ſeen before. 
1 Ir happened about this time Roberto 
won above ſix hundred Crowns at play: 
His Humour was contrary to that of moſt 
other Gameſters, who are ſeldom very 
heedful of their Dreſs; ; their Paſſion for 
play hindering them from running into o- 
ther Expences. This Man, on the con- 
trary, was always extreamly well Dreſſed: 
He perceived that Felician a little roo con- 
ſtantly frequented Rufina's Street, aud 
thereupon ſuſpected that he courted her. 
1 Jealouſy immediately revived the love he | 
ILY had for her: He was uneaſy at 
1 8 having 


£66) 
*having a Rival, and reſolved to get again 


into her good Graces, and to make her 
amends for the wrong he was ſenſible he 


had done her. In this delign he every 
Day walked backwards and forwards ſeve- 


ral times through Ruſina's Street, which 


Felician did not like by any means: Rufina 


Was extreamly offended, that one who had 
injured her ſo groſsly ſhould have the Im- 
ꝓudence again to pretend to a place in her 
Favour: Her anger was increaſed by this 
new Courtſhip: and ſhe thought ſhe could 
never have a fairer Opportunity of being 


+revenged on him by means of Felician who 


was her Gallant, and whom ſhe made a 

Party in her Quarrel, than by making * 
believe that Roberto did all his Endeavoursts 
remove him from her good Graces: Thus 
it is that Women are uſed to employ thoſe 
that Court them; from which ſo many 
range and fatal Accidents daily happen. 
Nuſina was too wiſe to let Felici an know a 
title of what had paſſed between her and 
Roberto. She 33 on her deſign ſo art- 


Offers, which ſhe deſpiſed for his ſake; 
that Felician no Jager! doubted it, ſeeing 
him every Day, and moſt part "of the 
Bight: about the 'Houſe ; She added, to 

irritate 


" 


Folly, -infinvating to him that Roberto, was F 
continually. prefling her with advantageous Þ 


a oo - > 4 


nn 


„ N 2 by * 
© Toy En L 8 en. 3 72 c A 
5 ths F 5 wy 4 Py co, 4 g - . 3 
— a * a> SY — } 1 $4 a. K 1 - 2 2 . Oh 7 „ pd; 6 
k "x «Ws N Ke A 8 . - REA 9 Ws OE *. oF Ke. Ko INS IS * 3 . 5 ; ; 
* . 1 12 . 4 x" N n r F ra A 4 LID SH i iD; 4 N 1 
= J LI „ * . — » 8 * 9 hy Es — 11e „ bv ©. 4 N 1 . * 8 
»»„ ? F ** N n — WT 0 l 
. : 3 . , a A a F - N 8 2 2 
8 4 „ * 
7 9 50 . PETE * e = 
1 . * 
| r 0 | 
= 3 A . 1 Fay „ — 


ES = 
jrritate him the more, that that tronble- 
ſome Fellow was the Reaſon of her not 


*X ſeeing him ſo often as ſhe could wiſh. The 
thing was carried ſo far, that Felician ſpur- 
red on by Jealouſy, and being one of the 
XZ moſt reſolute young Fellows in Town, mer 
Roberto one Night in his Miſtreſs's Street, 
about the time that Rufina was gone to 
Bed, and when her Husband was over- 
locking ſome Accounts of his Brokerage. 
do ſoon as ever Felician perceived Roberto, 


he called him by his Name, and having 


6 | talked together, that they might give no 
2X Soſpicion in the Street, they went into a 
little By-corner behind the Houſe, juſt 


vnder the Window of a Room where Sa- 
ravia put all his Papers, and where he 

was then Buſy : The two Rivals being 
come to this place, he that ſpoke firſt was 
Xx Felician, who ſaid to him as follows: 
XZ Signior Roberto, for ſome Days paſt I have 
= obſerved you to frequent this Street with too 

much Aſſiduity; and I was in doubt what 
X ſhould be the Cauſe of it, becauſe there are 

Xt ſeveral Ladies of Merit who might occaſion 
F your coming bither : But at length I have diſ- 


covered that tis Seniora Rufina who is 
xt your Inducement : I have been confirmed in 
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3 ##1s Suſpicion, as well by my own Eye. ſight, as 
g by the 1 eſtimony J have received of it from 
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| „ | 
ther Servants, to whom you Talk and make 
Preſents, to inſinuate your ſelf into her Affecti- 
on, I haue made my Addreſſes to her a great 
while, and the Services I have done her bave 
Jo far won me ber Affection, that I bave re · 
.cerved the moſt private Favours from ber 1 
am one that is not given to brag of bis A- 
mours; but to hinder you from proceeding any 
Further, I am forced to diſcover thus much to 
you, being aſſured that you will keep it as Se- 
ret as a Man of Honour ought, I have de- 
clared to you my Love, and the Advantages 1 
Save gained by it, in order to oblige you to 
Jay down your deſign If you do ſo, you will 
Fave yourſelf from a great deal of Trexble and 
Diſappointment, and me from very juſt Re- 
ſentment. 
- Roberto hearkened very attentively to 
Felician's Diſcourſe, and with as much At- 
tention or more Kufinas Husband had 
Heard it too: For he was come very un- 
eaſy to the Window, hearing News which 
Jo nearly concerned his Honour. And 
though whatever he could hear was ſure 


to encreaſe his Diſturbance ; he had ne- AY 
vertheleſs the Curioſity to liſten to Ro- 


Serto's Anſwer, which was in theſe Words. 
Signior Felician, I don't wonder at 


having taken Notice of the Adareſſes I make 4 
0 beniora Rufina, ſince my ſo doing * I 
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(29) 4 
5 much conſequence to yon as nom heat” 
it is : And I believe you will wonder as little 


tbat I ſhould have the ſame deſign, when you 
ko the Encouragement I bave to undertake 
tit. 1 am not given any more than you, to 
# publiſh Favours 1 receive from the Ladies; 
but ſince you open your Heart to me ſo frankly, 
I think myſelf bound to do the ſame to you, 
XZ that you may not be ſurprized at my Proceeds 


ing 1 was in that Lady's Favour before you, 


and have obtained from ber the very thing. you” 
boaſt of; but by a certain unlucky Arcident I 
have loſs her good Will, which Pm in hopes in 


time to recover; and 1 would not haue you” 


doubt but that I ſhall uſe my utmoſt Skill ſo to 
do, If I ſucceed and ſhe continues to accept 
my Services, you muſs e en prevail upon youre 
ſelf to have Patience For [ ſhall be ſo far 


from receeding from my Pretenſions, that I' 
hall do all that lies in my Power to hinder ber 
from admitting of yours, and to put it out of 


ber remembr ance that you ever were ber Lover a 
Upon this they both drew, Felician aver- 
ring that he had the only Right to her, and 
Roberto affirming the contrary : In this diſ- 
pute the Sword of him who was then in 


Poſſeſſion, prevailed ; depriving Roberto of 


his Life by a ſtrong Poſh which went quite 
through his Heart. The claſhing of Swords 
was not great, becauſe that of Felician- 


C 3. wrovght- 


(30) 
wrought its Effect in a Moment: So that 
no Body in the Neighbourhood heard any 
thing of the Quarrel except Saravia, who 
we may beſure would never publiſh it ſince 
it touch'd his Honour ſo cloſe. For fer 
the Body ſhould be found there, Felician 7 


| took it upon his Shoulders, and carrying 
| it to a Monaſtery, left it before the Gate, 8 
1 and retired into another for his Security, 
| *till he ſaw what would come of this al. 
Ji Saravia, confounded at what he had ſeen 
WV: and heard, and exaſperated againſt his. 
1 Wife, ſtormed vp and down the Rom 
F:; Kke a Madman, and meditated horiible Re- 
IF venge for his loſt Honour: He could not 
x | bear the Thoughts of Rufinga's Infidelity, 
1 when he reflecked on the many Reaſons 
1 the had to be true to him. She, in the 
1 mean while, was faſt aſleep in her Bed, 
I; little dreaming what wy” happened for- 
Y\ her ſake, The firſt Thovght that came 
WY! into Saravia's Imagination, was to give a 
Mi looſe to his Rage, to go directly up to 
his Traitreſs's Chamber, and to ſtab her 
; j as ſhe flept : But then he conſidered, that 


the Murtherer having carried the "Body 1 
from under his Window, he ſhould be ac 
cuſed of having killed her without a Cauſe, Þ 

and * he _ 3 Proofs, , having: 1 
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CES) 
for Witneſſes only two Servant-maids: bs 
who would rather Swear againit him than 
for him. He reſolved, as the ſureſt means, 
to make away with her privately, by a- 
lingering Poyſon : But he thonght he ſhould” 
not ſatisfy his juſt Reſentment, if he de- 
ferred a Revenge which ought” to be Exe- 
cuted immediately. Then he bit upon 
another Expedient, which was to leave 
Seville, and abandon his Wife; but this 
deſign was laid aſide, having ſeveral Af- 
fairs undecided, which depended upon his 
good Character, and fearing the ill Con- 


ſtruction that might be made of it, to the 


Shame and Confuſion of a Man of his Age 
and Reputation. This Thought brought- 
him back again to his firſt Deſi ign of ſtab- 
bing her; but before he executed this 
Cruelty (which if well conſidered was no 
Cruelty, but rather the juſt Puniſhment of 
her Crime) he was of Opinion that it 
would be neceſfary for his Juſtification to 


leave in Writing the Provocations he had 


to commit that Murther. For this pur 
poſe he took Pen in Hand, and began to 


3 write down the Injury which had been done 
him by his Wife, and the Revenge he had 


taken for it : But thinking that he did 
not expreſs in Terms ſtrong enough, the 


Offence that had been committed againſt 


Wk him, 


. 
him, he tore what he had written; which 
he repesteck cbree times, he was in ſuch an 
- Agitation; He again ſet, himſelf to wri- 

ting, which was the fourth time: But as 
he knew that he ought to begin his Venge- 
ance upon the Adulterers, and that he 
could not do that, being ignorant wo 
they were; he concluded at laſt that he 
mould be ſofficiently Revenged, when he Y 
had killed his Wife. Great part of the 
Night was ſpent in theſe Thoughts, Wri- 7 
ting, blotting ont, and tearing every thing 
be had Writ; Ar length being entire, 
reſolved in this Fury to execute his bloody 
Deſign, he Wit one Paper more without 
| Feratching ont a Word; having before 
well weighe& what he was to write: And 
after hing expreſſed as well as it was 
poſlible tk. the Condition he was in, the 
Affront R bad received, he was taken 
with ſuch à violent Agitation of Spirits, 
that he Died {uddenly, 

All this happened while Rufina was. 
faſt aſleep. When ſhe, waked, miſſing her 
Husband, ſhe called him; and hearing no 0 
Anſwer, ſhe ſlipt on a Gown and went 
down into his Room, where ſhe found the © 
Candle ſtill lighted, and Saravia dead up- 
on the Floor. She was as much amazed as. 
we may imagine ſhe would be: all ſhe could 
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who roſe and ran to ſee this haawee fight : - 
They wondered no leſs than t 


a 


do in that ſurprize, was to call her Maids, , 


r Miſtreſs -- 


1 at ſo odd an Accident. As they were ta- 
king vp the Corpſe to carry it into the 
chief Apartment in the Houſe (before the 


Neighbeurs were made acquainted: witn 
his unaccountable Death) Rufina ſpy*d a» 
paper half full of Writing, wherein ſhe : 


¶ declare that this misfortune. is wholly owing to 

XZ tbe Levity of my infamous Wife, who profa-- 
ning the Holy Sacrament of Marriage; by. 
which we were united in the Face of the Church, 


7 to ber, bas given berfelf up to two Gallants at 
the ſame time, who having quarreilid about which 


read theſe Words. 8 
To the Intent that my. Juſtiſication may be 
L known to all tboſe that ſhall read this Paper : 


without conſidering the great Love 1 have born 


X ſhould have the preference, the. moſt - unhappy -- 
e the two was. killed hy the other; and as I. 
myſelf was witneſs of my Diſgrace, and heard 
From their Mouths the Relation of my: Diſs, 
XZ bonour ; I was reſalved to Revenge my Infa- - 
= my thus. Here ended the Writing, for: 
= Death.ſvrprizing him, he had expired. in + 
| Wo Moment. | | 5 | 
EXiuſfina was in the vtmoſt Surprize both 


4 at what ſhe ſaw and at what ſhe read; ſo 


that for above half an Hour ſhe could nei- 


LL COD. | 
ther ſtir nor ſpeak ; reflecting that the 
greateſt Secrets in the World are at laſt 
Revealed, and that Heaven makes them- 
known either for our Cenverſion, or our 
Punifhment : This Death filled her at once 
with Fear and with Affliction; with Fear, 
to ſee how ſuddenly it had taken Effect by 
the Reſentment of an Injury wherein ſhe 
had been an Actor; with Affliction, to ſee 
her Husband thus dead, without knowing 
how to diſguiſe ſo ugly an Accident. Re- -Þ 
morſe of Conſcience ſtung her for having 
been ſo perfidious. towards a Man who. 
had ſhewn ſo much Love to her, and who 
by Marrying her, had made her Circum- 
ſtances eaſy, if ſne had been ſo wiſe as to 
have made a right Uſe of her good For- 
tune. The great Affection which her 
Neighbours knew he had always born her, 
gave her ſome Encouragement, and made 
her take the Advice which was given her 
by one of her Maids in whom ſhe moſt 
confided;which was to put her Husband into 
his Bed, and make ſuch Lamentations when” X 
it was Morning that her Neighbours might 
hear her, to whom ſhe ſhouid pretend with XX 
abundance of Grief that ſhe had found him: 
Dead by her fide when ſhe waked, ane 
hat thoſe two Maids, to help on the Sto # 
Ty, ſhould give out that their Maſter in- 
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= (35 95 
XZ fallibly killed himſelf by having ſupt too 
late and eat more than ordinary. By that - 
time they had all ſtudied their parts, day 
appeared: Rufina fell to crying and la- 
= menting with all her Force; the next 
Neighbours ran in at the Noiſe, and found 
her half Dreſſed, roaring and tearing her 
Hair for Sorrow at having loſt ſo good a 
Husband: The two Maids likewiſe did 
their Parts to Perfection, in relating the 
Cauſe of their good Maſter's Death, and 
ſaying that they for their parts had advi- 
ſed him not to eat ſo much, for he would 
certainly be out of Order with an Excefs 
ſo contrary to the Conſtitution of a Man 
of his Age: Every Body was fatisfied with 
XZ theſe Reaſons; ſome of Rufina's Friends 
kept near her for fear ſhe ſhould ſwoon - 
away, ſo well did ſhe act her Affliction, 
and they did their vtmoſt to comfort her. 
Nor had the cunning Gypſie forgot to burn 
the Paper ſhe had found, for fear of its 
telling Tales. The Officers of Juſtice, 
who are never wanting upon ſuch Occaſj- 
ons, came in ſoon after, and upon the 
Aſſurances which were given them by the 
Neighbours that the Deceaſed had alwa 
lived in a perſect Harmony with his Wife, 
they had no Suſpicion of his having Died 
by any violent Means. Poor Saravia was 
Buried, 


= . ( 36 ): 
uried, and Rufina's Head ran ſo much up- 
an. counterfeiting her Grief to the Life, 
that ſne had not.remembred to do. what 
Widows generally do on ſuch Occaſions, 
namely to make away with as much of 7 
their Husband's Wealth as they can when 7 
be; is dead: 80 that one of his Nephews, 
aſter having taken. care of bis Unkle's ne 
terment, came and ſeized all that he found 
in the Houſe, and Rufina was obliged to 
go. to Law with him for what was her Le. 
gal Due. — 
Let us go back to the place where. we 
left. Raberta's Body, which was found in 
the Morning by. the. Alon, who did not 
know it: They were going to Bury it, 
if they had not been adviſed to have it 
expoſed in ſome publick Place. to ſee if 
any Body knew.it, and that if it was one 
who had either a Father or Relations in 
the Town, they might be acquainted with 2 
the Misfortune which; had happened to 
their Family: That by this means. they. 
would be Reimburſed the charge of the 
Burial, and be paid for the Maſſes they 
_ ſhould ſay for the repoſe of his Soul. This 
advice was reliſhed.-by the Superior. of 
the. Convent, who immediately gave In- 
formation, that very early in the Morning 
they, had. found that young Man _ at 
5 5 their. 
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their Church-Gate. The Corpfe was put: 
in a little. place which was near the Con- 
vent; with two Tapers lighted ; and 
a Man paſſing by ſometime afterwards- 
knew him; he told them who he was, 
and carried the ill News to his Parents; 
who were extreamly afflicted at his Death; 


Y bis Father had often foretold him what: 


would certainly happen, for the Life he 
led gave no Room to hope any thing bet- 
ter. lle was Interr'd in that very Con- 
vent, and all Diligence was uſed. to find 
out the Muttherer :. But Seville being a 
very large populous Town, it was impoſ- 
ſible to diſcover him: Rufina was the on- 
ly Perſon who knew who had done it, ſee- 
ing her Gallant abſent, and Roberto flain: 
She was extreamly.glad in herſelf at being. 
revenged of a. Man who had put ſo great 
an Affront upon her; and it was very 
lucky for her that no Notice was taken of 
the Blood that was ſpilt in the back Street: 
If that had come to the Knowledge of the 
Juſtice; ſhe had had a great deal of Trou- 
ble about it: For, all Appearances were 
againſt ber; and- the Neighbours could 
have given Evidence that they had many 
os: ſeen. thoſe two Rivals in chat little 
Street. 


being now a Widow, and which 
is worſt of all, poor and deſtitute of al! 
Convenlences, though naturally given to 
great Extravagancies ; ſhe was reſolved to 
make the belt of her Charms, and to ſub- XX 
ſiſt herſelf in her Vanities at the Expence 

of her Honour, i 

Saravia's Funeral Ceremonies being per- 

formed, and his Nephew having taken 

Poſſeſſion of his Effects, it was decreed in 
Law tbat he ſhonld pay Ryftna her ſnare, 

and this was fo little in Compariſon ß 

what ſhe was uſed to ſpend, that ſhe was 
forced to leave her Houſe to take one of MX 
leſs Rent. l 5 

Tbe Nephew however did not find his 

Unkle to have died in the Circumſtancess 

he expected; becauſe having been con- 
eerned in abundance of Affairs, they were 

very much perplexed, ſo that he had no 
great Matter left, when he had made even 
with all the Creditors. 

Rufina, though young, amorovs and per- 
fectiy Beautiful, and living now in ano- 
ther part of the Town, did not follow 
the Example of many other Wide ws, who 
as ſoon as their Husbands are tipt over 
the Perch, ſeek al] Opportunities by ſnew- 
ing themſelves in their mourning Weeds, 
to draw in ſome other to ſupply the place 
of the Deceaſed. There 


C39) 


' There was come in the Fleet from Peru; 
a Man born among the Mountains of Leon, 
7 10 bad begun his Fortune by being Ser- 
A vant to a Merchant of Seville, and one 
XZ who upon his Maſter's Coſt and ſome little 
Trading into the Indies, was grown Rich; 
inſomuch that in a few Years he was gc- 
counted one of the ableſt Merchants that 
Traded to Peru - Upon a ſecond Voyage 
he made thither he was advanced to a: 
publick Employment, and having thereby 
added much to his Wealth, he was re- 
turned again to Seville, w here he ſold the 
Commodities he had brought over at dou- 
ble what they coſt him, ſo fortunate was 
he in all his Ventures. | 
Marquino (lo was this lucky Merchant 
called) was a Perſon of about fifty Years 
of Age; the moſt covetous ſordid: Fellow: 
that ever was: He grudged himſelf what- 
ever he Ear and Drank, though even be- 
low Penury itſelf, and frequently Faſted, 
XZ purpoſely to ſpare Expence: He had no 
more Servants than what he barely need- 
ed: His whole Train conſiſting in a Factor, 
a Lacquey, a Moor-flave who looked to 
his Mule, and a Maid to dreſs his pitiful 
Commons: He kept his Family fo ſhort in 
Point of ViRuals, that it was wondered 


any one would ſerve him : His miſerly 
1 | 
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Diſpoſition found the whole City Dil- 
courſe : Another would have been aſha- 
med of ir, bor he only laugh'd at it; ap- 
plauding himſelf, and making it his whole 


Buſineſs to heap up Wealth, whereof he 


had abundance. 
 Rufina hearing of this Man, concluded, 
that he migltt be made an excellent Cully; 
whom if ſhe could ſmite, as ſnhe expected, 
her Condition would be better than ever 
it had been. | 

Marquino lived without the City, in a. 
Httle Tenement he had purchaſed of one 
who owed him ſome Money, which he 
knew not well how to get in otherwiſe : 
For he was naturally ſo perfect a Slave to 


his Profit, that he little minded his Plea- 


ſures. So that he got that Tenement, 
with a neat Houſe on it; very cheap, and 


in Satisfaction for his Debt: it ſtood near Þ 


St. Bernard's Monaſtery, in the midſt of a 
pleaſant Valley. He lived there to ſave 
the Rent of a Houſe in the City: He had 
ſo fortified it, that no Thieves, either by 
Day or Night, could make any Breach in- 
to it. All the Doors were of an. extraordi- 
nary thickneſs, the Windows had Bars and 
Grates, the Walls very high and ve- 
ry ſtrong. He had ſecured the 
within: with Fire-arms,. which he al 


ways 
kept 


place 


„ 


een 
Y rep t charged, and many Halbards an@ 
peru which were diſpoſed of near the 
J Cate. tie was forced to take one Servant 
nore into his Retinue, to wit, a Fellow 
to order his Garden, and to make the beſt 
A advange he could of i it, a married Man, 
Zwho ſhould carry the Fruits and other 
ce to the Market, to make the beſt of 
them; ſo Vigilant was his Avarice. His 
Treaſure was diſpoſed into a ſecret Place 
behind his Bed where he lay himſelf, in 
ae f. lron-· cheſts; and every Night 'be- 
fore he went to Bed, he ſearched all the 
Rooms in the Houſe, Thus did this 
# wretched Miſer live, thovgh he had no- 
Y vildren to fucceed him; having never 
been Married, nor intended to be, though 
very advantageous Matches were daily 
| _ :: 
Fuſina hed laid her deſign, to bring in 
this eovetous Merchant into the Nooſe; 5 
Land to effect it, ſhe communicated it to 8 
person who was Excellent at ſuch things, 
Jan old Friend of her Fathers. This Man 
4 bad played ſome Pranks at Madrid, which 
1 1 had occaſioned. his Removal thence to Ca- 


dix, and his Atchievements there too, cau- 


Fed bis Departure thence to Seville, where. | 

1 he was lurking up and down, and ſpend- 
1 ſing ſome ne, which it coſt him more 
4 haza rd. 
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Diſpoſition found the whole City Dif- 
courſe : Another would have been aſha- 
med of ir, bot he only lavgh'd at it; ap- 
landing himſelf, and making it his whole 
Buſineſs to heap up Wealth, whereof he 
had abundance. = 

Rufina hearing of this Man, concluded. 


that he might be made an excellent Cully; 1 
whom if ſhe- could ſmite, as ſne expected, 


her Condition would be better than ever 
Marquino lived without the City, in a 
Mttle Tenemeat he had purchaſed of one 
who owed him ſome Money, which he 
knew not well how-to get in otherwiſe : 
For he was naturally ſo perfect a Slave to 
his Profit, that he little minded his Plea- | 
ſures. 80 that he got» that Tenement, 
with a neat Houſe on it, very cheap, and 
in satisfaction for his Debt: it ſtood near 
St. Bernard's Monaſtery, in the midſt of a 
pleaſant Valley. He lived there to ſave 
the Rent of a Honfe in the City: He had | 
ſo fortified it, that no Thieves, either by 
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Day or-Night, could make any Breach in- 


to it. All the Doors were of an extraordi- 
nary thickneſs, the Windows had Bars and 
Grates, the Walls very high and ve- 
ry ſtrong. He had ſecured the place 
within: with Fire-arms,. which he 1 2 
WOT. ept 


w (4x) | 
kept charged, and many Halbards an@ 


© MM partiſans, which were diſpoſed of near the 
ate. He was forced to take one Servant 
more into bis Retinue, to wit, a Fellow 
to order his Garden, and to make the beſt 
Advantage he could of it, a married Man, 
who ſhould carry the Fruits and other 
things to the Market, to make the beſt of 
them; ſo Vigilant was his Avarice. His 
Treaſure was diſpoſed into a ſecret Place 
behind his Bed where he lay himſelf, in 

= ſtrong Iroa-cheſts; and every Night be- 
fore he went to Bed, he ſearched all the 
Rooms in the Houſe, Thus did this 


wretched Miſer live, though he had no 


| Ef Children to fucceed him; having never 


been Married, nor intended to be, though 
very advantageous Matches were daily 
WJ proffered him. 1 85 
EKuſina had laid her deſign, to bring in 


this eovetous Merchant into the Nooſe; 


and to effect it, ſne communicated it to a 


I Perſon who was Excellent at ſuch things, 


Jan old Friend of her Fathers, This Man 


had played ſome Pranks at Madrid, which 
had occaſioned. his Removal thence to Ca. 


dis, and his Atchievements there too, cau- 


ſed his Departure thence to Seville, where 


he was lurking up and down, and ſpend- 
ing ſome Money, which it coſt him more 
hazard 


— — — ——— eo. — — — 


— — ec et 


5 


hazard than pains to get. He was one of | 
the moſt accompliſhed Men in point of | J | 
Earceny of his time, but very fearful of 43 
falling into the Hands of Juſtice, leſt there 
might ariſe up in Judgment againſt him 
ſome of his former Offences ; which were J 
fuch as had preferred him- to the Gallies, 1 j 
This Perſon (whoſe Name was Garay) Ru. & | 
fina took to aſſiſt her in the compaſſing the 
Deſign. Having given him Inſtructions WM 
what he was to do, and told him, that 
Marquino never returned to his Houſe 'til 3 
about Sun-ſet, they both paſſed by Mar. 
quino's Garden, he on a Mule, and ſhe on i 
2 2555 Horſe. She had put off her Mourn- 3 
, and put on another Dreſs, with a 
| Har and Feather, as the Seville- Ladies are 7 
wont to go, when they are in the Coun. Wl 
try. I 
They paſſed by the Garden, juſt as the 
Gardiner was opening the Door. Garay, 
coming up to him, Friend, (ſaid he) hero 
#5 Lady would not willingiy go into the City 
t Day If you will afford er E Entertainment 
for to Night, 7 will ſatisfy you to yonr own De- 
fare; b-/ides that yon will do us an extraordi- i 
nary Kindneſs For you will thereby prevent 4 4 
great Misfortune, which ſhz cannot otherwi/e 
avoid. The Gardiner who was afraid of 
his Maſter's diſpleaſure, told him 9 be 
cit. 
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1 durſt not be ſo bold, as to receive any 
perſon into his Houſe, without his Know- 
ledge; and that he had expreſsly for bid 
him the doing any ſuch thing. But Caray, 
who knew the Virtue and Power of Mo- 
ney, took a conſiderable Sum out of his 
rocket, and giving it to the Gardiner, here 
Friend (ſaid he) take this in earneſt of more.. 
The Gardiner's Wife longing to know 
hat Buſineſs they might have with her 
at Husband, comes vp to them, and ſeeing the 
proffers that were made him, undertook to 
lodge the Gentle woman in her o Room; 
making it appear to her Husband, that 
their Maſter ſhould never come to the 
Knowledge of it, in regard their Houſes 
were at a good diſtance one from the o- 
ther, and it would be very hard' if that. 
28 Night he ſearcht the whole Houſe, as ma- 
Iny "08 a Toy took him in the Head 
to do 
ia ſhort the Wife's Arguments pre- 
ty vailed, ſo that the Gardiner was content 
the Gentle woman ſhonld lodge ſecretly tharx 
Night at his Houſe, upon the receipt of 
ix Piſtols which Garay gave him as an ear- 
neſt of a greater Sum promiſed him. He 
thereupon took Rafina off the Horſe and 
brought her into the Garden, where ſhe- 
took Jeave of Garay, who had already re- 
ceived his Cue; Being: 


Being come into the Gardener's Room 
. ſhe took off what cover'd her Face, and 
aſtoniſh'd the Gardener and his Wife, at 
the Sight of her Beauty, though ſhe ſeem'd 
to be very Melancholy, as it ſome great 
Misfortune had happen'd to her, which 

ſhe had ready to relate to Marquino, in Caſe 
ſhe might come to Diſcourſe with him. 
The Sun was hardly ſet but he came into 
the Garden; the Negro entring a little be- 
fore to have the Door open'd, which be 
himſelf lock'd on the inſide, and carryd 
the Key along with bim. He chanced to 
be that Night a little more weary than or- 
dinary, which occaſion'd his going to Bead 
very betimes, after he had eaten a piece of 
Bread, and ſome of his own Garden- fruits, 
and waſhed them down with a Glaſs. of 
Spring-water. He only viſited that part 
of the Houſe where he lodged himſelf, 3 
and came not down to the Gardeners, 
which never eſca his privy ſearch, "8 
when he thought of it. His Family, who 
kept more Faſting-days in the Year than 
the Church her ſelf had appointed, Sup- 
ped that Night, ia Imitation of the Maſter, % 
very ſober ly. EY 3 

Marquino gets up the next Morning be- 
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times, and gives the Slave Money, to ga- 


80. the Market, while he went about his 
| Affairs. 


Affairs in the City, with order to have 
X Dinner ready againſt his Return. Rufing 
was at aloſs how to bring about her Deſign, 
finding things fell not out according to 
ber Expectation: But ſtill waiting the Op- 
portunity, ſhe told her Entertainers that 
he was extremely troubled at ber Uncles 
ſtay, (ſo ſhe call'd Garay) and that all her 
XX Sadneſs proceeded thence. The Garde- 
XX ner's Wife, who was a good hearty Wo- 
man, found her all the Diverſion ſhe 
| could. „ MICE. | | 9 * 
Marquino comes home at Noon, with an 
Intention to dine in his Garden, and be- 
fore he ſate down, he would needs take a 
turn about it, to ſee if any thing were 
wanting; and he obſerv'd that there want- 
ed ſome pieces of Wood for the more con- 
venient Watering of the ſeveral Plats. As 
be was going to the Gardeners to ſee if he 
had any fit for that purpoſe, the Wife per- 
ceiving him coming, very haſtily ſhuffled 
EKuffina into alittle back Room, where ſhe 
was wont to lie: But in Regard it could 
not be done ſo ſuddenly, but that Marquino 
coming in might hear the ruſtling of the 
Silks and ſee Rufina's ſhadow, he ſteps 
into the Room where ſhe was retired, and 
2X Having: found her, ke led her out by the 
Hand; and bringing her out to _— 
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the Lady, though contrary to his Orders, 


better Reception than ſhe bas found in your poor 


1 Can _ | 
he found her ſo Beautiful, that he was A- 
ſtoniſhed thereat. The Gardeners Wife 
wondred that her Maſter, inſtead of chid. 
ing her, as ſhe expected, only asked her 
who the Lady was ? She anſwer'd, that 
the Night before, paſſing by their Door 
with an ancient Gentleman, who ſeem'd 
as {ad as her ſelf; they had very earneſtly 
intreated ſhe might be lodged there but 
that Night, to avoid a great Misfortune, 
which would have happen'd to them, if 
they had gone any further, and ſo ſhe ha 
made bold to break his Orders. 

While the Gardener's Wife was giving 
Marquino this Account, he very attentively 
conſider'd the ſtrange Lady; who ſeem'd 
to be extremely troubled in Mind, which 
added to the Attractions of her Beauty. 
Marquino was ſo taken with her, that con- 
trary to his unſociable and Covetous Hu- 
mour, he told the Gardener's Wife, That 
ſhe had done very well, in entertaining 


which in ſuch a Caſe were not to be ob- 
ſerved, where Compaſſion and Charity 
plead for the Relief of thoſe that are in 
Trouble. This Lady, (ſaid he) deſerves a 
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Lodgings, I heartily proffer ber my Houſe, if ſhe 
will but honour it with ber Preſence. Ruſfina 
- : thankt 


E 


thankt him very civilly for bis obliging 
VF Proffers, and entreated him to allow her 
the privacy of that Lodging, for the little 
time ſhe had to ſtay there; in regard ſhe 
expected an Uncle of hers to come and 
fetch her away that Night. 8 
Marquino who began to be inflamed, 
was ſorry to hear that her ſtay at his Houſe 
would be ſo ſhort; but after a little pauſe, 
he told her, that th ovgh it were but for an 
Hour,ſhe would infinitely oblige him, in the 
X acceptation of the Proffer he made her 
with ſo much Affection. 
She, who wiſht no better, told him, 
that to make ſome Return to ſo great Ci- 
vilities, ſhe was ready to wait on bim: 
2 With that ſhe went to Marquino's A part- 
ment, whither he led her by the Hand, to 
the great Satisfaction of the Gardener's 
Wife, who extreamly wondred to fee her 
Maſter ſo civil and obliging : as ſhe paſs'd 
through the Rooms, ſhe took particular 
Notice of all things; for though Marquino 
vas Naturally a very covetous Perſon, 
yet as to the Furniture of his Houſe, 
he was other wiſe. - He had very rich Tapi- 
ſtry, Hangings, Chairs ſvitable thereto, and 
2X Cabinets of Ivory, and Ebony. He imme 
diately commanded his Slave to prepare an 
Excellent Dinner, an Employment he un- 
| < de rtook 
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dertock with great Alacrity; as knowing MW 


Power. She again return'd him her moſt 


of her, which if he could effect, he con- 


(43) 


he might reap ſome Advantage of that e- 
traordinary Liberality of bis Maſter. Au- 
fina din'd with him, who helpt her ſtill 
with the beſt the Table afforded, with 
importunate Excuſes that there were no 
better for her. W — 
As ſoon as they had din'd, he conducted 
her into a Chamber, ſer forth with a great 
number of curious Pictures, as alſo a 
ſumptuous Bed of China- work, where he 
entreated her to repoſe her ſelf on it; a 
Cuſtom the Spaniards have in Summer, a: 
ſoon as they have dined, by reaſon of the 
Sultrineſs of the Country. He entreated 
her alſo to baniſh her diſquiet, out of an 
aſſurance that ſhe ſhould be as ſafe in his 
Houſe as in any Sanctuary, and that ne 
ſhould not want any thing which lay in his 


affectionate Thanks, and complying with 

his Deſires, ſhe ſtay'd alone in the Room, 
which was the ſame where Marguino took 
his Repoſe every Day. He went into ano- 

ther, where he laid himfelf down much 
troubled and diſquiered, as being fallen 
deeply in Love with his Fair Gueſt, and 
not knowing by what means he might in- 
duce her to favour him in what he deſired 


cluded | 


3 (49) _ 
duded himſelf the happieſt Man in the 
World. Before he acquainted her with 
his Deſign, he was deſirous to know the 
Cauſe, and what might occaſion her ſtop- 
ping at his Garden, and thereby find whe- 
ther there were any ObſtruQion that might 
"XX oppoſe his Deſires to ſerve her. To be ſa- 
tisfy'd in this, it was requiſite he ſtaid till 
ne awoke; but ſhe ſlept not at all, for ſhe 
XX ſpent the time in conſidering, what An- 
2X 1wer ſhe ſhould make him, when he came 
to queſtion her. | 
= MAarquino thinking it now high time 
to ſpeak to her, in order to the Satis- 
X faction of his Curioſity, goes into her 
Chamber; telling her it was a cloſe Day, 
and that he was afraid fhe might over- 
2X ficep her ſelf, and craving her Pardon that 
he had taken the Boldneſs to give her 
2X that Caution. She thanked him for the 
XZ Tendernefs he had for her Health, and 
aſſured him, That ſhe had not refreſhed 
her ſelf at all; the Trouble ſhe was in, not 
2 permitting her to take any reſt. He begg'd 
of her that ſhe would no longer ſmother 
the Cavſe of her Diſquiet, and re- 
ZFnew'd the Proffers he had made to ſerve 
her to the utmoſt of his Power. Having 
returned him her thanks, and thinking it 
now time to make ſome Progreſs in 
B hes 
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time in Coquetting and entertaining theſe they i 


T4) 
her. Deſign; ſhe gave him this Relation of 
her Adventures. 

. Granada, one of the mos Famous and E- 
minent Cities of Spain, is the Place of my © 
Birth. fy Parents (there is na Neceſſiy 7 1 
ſhould name them) are of the moſ Ancient aud 
moſt Noble Families of any in all the Moun- 7 
teins of old Caſtile, and the whole 1ſſue-of 
their Matrimony was only a Brother of mine 
and m ſelf. My Brother ſpent the Youthfu] 
part of bis Age in Courting Ladies, and among 
other young Perſous like bimſclf, be play'd ſome 
Toutbful Pranks, which obliged bim, for fear © 
of falling into the Hands of Juſtice, 70 abſent 
himſelf from Granada; and for my Part, 
made it my only Buſineſs to ſerve = humour 1 
thoſe - who had brong bt me into the World, 1 *% 
Jpent: whale Days at my Needle, not taking Þ 
Example from my Companions, who only mind- 


end their Pleaſure; I was ſo Ignorant what | © | 


Love meant, that 1. laugbed at whatever re- 
lated thereto, "and thought thoſe, who ſpent their il 


calld their Gallants, little better than ſo many i 
diſtrafed Perſons. —_ 
_ -But' Love it ſeems reſolvꝰd to pnwiſh this © | 
3 of mine, and you ſhall ſee 1— be did 
Father and Mother being one Day n 


it. My 3 
gone to Viſat a Friend of theirs in the Country, 
| who bad * hit Wye: 00 lang before 10 


beard | 


; ** 7 


1 (51) | 
heard in the Street the claſhing. of Swords, as 
if ſome People had been Fighting ;, and laoked 
out at the Window to ſee what might be the mat« 
ter. I never bad been guilty of ſuch a Curio- 
Jip before, and had it been Heaven's Pleaſure 
1 might have ſhunned it then, I ſhould not now 
= be telling you my Misfortunes, which are ſuch, 
that I ſhall never think on them wit bout Tears. 
I there ſaw, to my ſorrow three Men with their 
X Swords drawn, Fighting againſt one, who de- 
X fended bimſelf with ſo great Conrage, that he 
not only made bis Party good a long time againſt 
o mam Enemies, but alſo hurt two of them in 
the Head; be himſelf baving received only a 
Aigbt Wound. Theſe three Hectors finding 
2X themſelves ſo ill-bandÞd by one Perſon, reſolved 
to do their utmoſt to take away his Life; . ſo 
IF tbat exaſperated by tbeir Wounds, they preſs'd 
upon him ſo much, that he was forced to retreat 
within our Gate, where they gave bim two ſe= 
= veral thruſts into the Breaſt ; upon which he 
Fell, and was left for dead. Moved with Com- 
2 paſſion to ſee ſo proper a young Man ſo diſadvan= 
3 tageouſly engaged, I come down to the Gate, call- 
ing my Maids about me, toſee what might be done 
er him. (Our Houſe being in a lone-Street ) for 
tboſe who were come upon the Noiſe we made 
were ſo few, and thoſe unarmed, tbat they 
vere not able to part them, Me lock d the Doors 
ana brought bim in, und a Surgeon was imme- 
́:!.!ß!ĩ m diately 
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Fm) 
Aiately ſent for. His Wounds were ſo- great, 
| that we tbougbt fit to diſpoſe him into a Bed, 
| in a Ground · room, where my Brother was wont 
l to lie. 3 
1 The young Man thanked me very civilly for: 
0 the Favour be receiv' d from me; but alaſt!! 
that good Office began with Com paſſion, but 
inde 3 in Love. The Surgeon view 4 bis * 
Wounds, but could not preſently give any-cer- 
tain Judg ment of them ;, though he whiſpered i 
mme in the 2 ar, that be thought they might coſt X 
bim his Life. That Account of him ſtruck me 
to the Heart, for baving ſeen bim Fight ſo 
Gallantly, I muſt needs acknowledge, that T 
ad even then conceived an Inclination for bim. 
Bus bis kind Expreſſions afterwards, and bie 
. #banking me ſo genteely for the Oblig, ations (be 
ſaid) I bad laid upon bim, rais d it into a per- 
felt Love. Aly Fatber and Mother returned © 
from their Viſit, and ere they were got to our 
Houſe were told by one of the Neighbours, (4 
Perſon of ſome Quality ;) what bad happened in 
their Abſence, and how that I bad put a Pericd 
to 4 Quarrel, by entertaining the Wounded i 
Party in their Houſe, out of Compaſſion aud 
a Fear that be mig bt be killed Whereat they 
were well ſatisfyed, and commended the e 3 3 
table Office I bad "done in ſuch an Extremity ; © 
For they were Perſons who gladly embraced any 3 
Opportunity to exerciſe their Charity, They 


ae 


ing tbree Men to Murder bim, who were his 


<a a 
viſited the Wounded, encouraged bim to tali 
Heart, aſſuring bim he ſhould want nothing, 
their Houſe could afford; and acknowledg'd it” 


well done by me, that 1 bad ſo reſcued bim 


Upon which 1 took Occaſion to ſpend * moſt of my 
time in waiting on bim; bim I ſay, wbo is the 
Cauſe of all the Troubles and Aſftictions which* 
lie ſo heavy upon me, At the ſecond dreſſing, .. 
the Surgeon aſſured us that bis Wounds were” 
not Mortal; which cauſed much Foy in our 
Houſe, particularly to me, who became every 
Day more and more paſſionately in Love with- 
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and Mother's Sight, I went to paſs away the 
time in bis Chamber, for which Kindneſs be- 
made me extraordinary”Þ> Atknowledgments, . 
This young Cavalier was Born at Pampeluna, 
and was one of the moſt Eminent in that City. 
His Buſmeſs at Granada was to Proſecute a+ 
Law. ſuit, againſt a very powerful Perſon; who- 
knowing that there was little Fuſtice on bis ſide, 
that the Cauſe was of great Importance, and that* 
notwithſtanding the Favour be had in Court, the 
Judges muſt paſt Sentence againſt him; would 
need put a Period to the Suit by a ſhorter cut, 
and rid bimſelf of bis 4dverſary, by Employ- 


own menial Seryants, A Month flipped away, 
ere Calphorus (ſo was the Wounded Perſon 
named) got out of his Bed, having all that time 

D 3 been 
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been attended with as much Care as might be. 
The ſecond Day after bus getting up, be bad 
the 3 to ſee me; for my Mother was 
| gone abroad upon a Viſit, wherein I accompany'd 

ber not, becauſe 1 bad a greater mind to be a+ 
lone with my young Gueſt, He diſcovered bim- 
felf to me ſo opportunely, and gave me ſuch 
ſenfable Aſſurances of his Affection; that it 
raiſed a no leſs in me towards him, inſomuch 
that there paſſed mutual Promiſes of Fidelity 
between us. I knew nothing all this time that 
my Father was upon a Treaty of Marriage be- 
tween me, and a Gentleman of Granada, who 
was infinitely deſirous to enter into our Alliance; 
while I was very well ſatisfyed, with the Cboice 
IT bad made my ſelf ; Calphorus, coming to 
bear of the other*s Pretenſions to me, was not a 
little troubled at it ; but the only Remedy was 
Patience, in regard he could make no Valua- 
tion of bis Eftate, till bis Lam. ſuit were ended, 
which be boped would be in « ſhort time, when be 
reſolved to as. me of my Parents; and I in 
the mean while kept my Father in play with Per- 


ſwaſious, that be would not be over- haſty in 
_ Concluding my Marriage with the Granadine. 
Calphorus, being perfetFly cured, and re- 
quiting the Kindneſs and Noble Entertainment 

con- 


Hderabir Preſents; return d to bis own Quar- 
tere, to hu ing bis Buſaneſs to a final End, For 
Hog — 
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my Part, my Troubles increaſed more and more” 
upon me; for my Father, never giving me 
any notice of it, as if I had been 4 Perſon not 


44ꝗ all concerw d, concluded. the Contral#'with the 
Granadine, and paſſed his Word be ſhould bave- 


me; which when. I came to nnderſtand,” I was 


te to die away, This new Servant of mine, 


who expetted ere long to be my Maſter, came 


to ine me aVifit But I ſoon ſansfy'd bim, 
"X that he bad reckon'd without bis Hoſteſs ; for 
XX whereas be bad flattered bimſelf into a fooliſh 
= 7 775 that he ſhould have found the 


Ima 
kin 


ſt Reception in tbe World from me, be met 
with ſuch' a Repulſe, as be himſelf concluded, 


muſt proceed from my indifference towards him; 


alily diſcovered, that m) Refuſal was the 
edFof ſome other Cauſe, than the Modeſty, 


which a young Maid ought at leaſt to pretend, 


upon uch Occaſions And knowing withal that 
the Wounded Calphoras had lodged ſome 
time in our Houſe, be preſum'd, that oy Diſ. 


= 4ain towards bim was occaſion d by the Love I 


had for the other, and thence inferr'd, That not 
as to prevent. him in the 
Acquiſition of my Favour ; be had at beſt, 


but 4 bazardous After- game to \ recover” it. 
be Jealouſy be concei vd upon this Praſump- 


tion, oblig d him to make Tryal of all the ways 
be could'mmagine, to be aſſured of it; ſo 4s that” 
he might not do any. thing; tbat ſpunld cauſe 
l ö 


bim 


CF 
bim afterwards to repent of - If others would do 
the like, it might be a means to prevent many 
an ill. grounded Quarrei. 

Idas in an extraordinary Confuſion all this 
while, till I acquainted Calphorus with my Con- 
dition He came to ſee me that very Night, and 
we agreed, the next, to leave my Eatber's- 
Houſe, and go to ſome of his Relations, where 
we might be ſecretly Married. The expedted 
Hour being come,(unhappy Hour to me, conſider- 
ing the Misfortunes I have run through ſince!) 
as my Deareſt and I were going out of the Houſe 
and croſſing into anotber Street; my Jealous 
Servant, (wbo watch d every. Night to be aſſured 
of bis Suſpicion, which be now found to be toa 
true) preſently. knew us, and attended by twa 
Servants, be ſet upon Calphorus, who never. 
dreamt of any ſuch Matter; So that ere be had 
the time to draw his Sword, be receiv'd threa 
Mortal Wounds ;, and fell down dead, without 
uttering one Word, The Noiſe which the 
Murderers bad made, occaſion d the Netgbbour's 
to come out with Lights, upon the appearance 
whereof they ran away, fearing they might be 
diſcovered. By this time there. was a great 
Vproar at my Father's, that I could not be 
found ; while / was in a manner dead, to ſec 

my Deareſt lying Breathleſs. at my Feet Ha- 
Ling recovered my ſelf, 1 conſidered it was to 


little purpoſe far me to ſtay in the Street, _ 


I ſuch an Accident * So that gathering up my, 
XX Cloths, 1 baſted away as faſt as I could, to 4 
Friends Houſe of my Father's, an Aged Perſon — 
and very poor; to whom I told what bad bap- 
ben d to me, and bow much it concern d me not 
ts ſtay any longer at Granada, Whereupon. 
alle 4 Horſe be ſet me an bin, and brought 
me to the next Village, where we took up another 
for him, and thence we are come bither, to a- 
void my Father, who accompan 'd by Officers, 
mates a Search after me, as I have underſtood 
bs the way. For that Reaſon I thought it not 
ae, that we ſhould go into Sevil as ſoon as we 
came bit ber, but that it was better I concealed 
m ſelf in ſome Place near it. It was the Pleaſure 
e Fortune to direct me to this Habit ation of 
Hours, into which, upon extraarainary intreaties 
our Gardener ventur d to receive me laſt Night, 
= Thus Sir, have you the Story of a wretched 
3 aid, (if there were ever any ſuch) whoſe only 
= Comfort now is in the good Entertainment you 
are pleaſed to afford ber, May Heaven requite 
Pour Charity, ſince there cannot be « greater 
tban to relieve ſuch as are aſſticted and per ſe- 
N cuted to that extremity as I am. 
The Conclaſion of this diſmal Story, 
which Rafina had had the time to invent 
and ſtudy ſo wel), was a ſhower of Croco- 
dile-tears, which raiſed ſuch a Compaſſion 
ia Marquino, that he could not forbear 
ir” Ds weep 
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weeping 
who 2 her po x 
Fears, obſerved all the Actions of Marqui- 

, perceiv'd that he gave Credit to her 
feigned Story, and that Love began to en- 
ter at that Breach which compaſſion had 
made in his Heart. This encouraged Ru- 
fina to proſecute her Impoſture, being now 
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in a manner Confident to bring it to 


fome Effect. They continued a good 
while together, ſhe weeping as if ſhe had 
done it for a Wager, and he endeavouring 
all that he could do to Comfort, her; but 
that Comfort came not up tothe beit. 
of offering her the Remedy ſhe could have 
wiſhed, for he had not yet overcome his 


Covetons Humour. 


Having with great Attention ed 1 


Rrange Adventures, and that his Happi- 
neſs was as it were fallen into his Mouth; 


the Beauty of Rufina, her Affliction, and 


he inferred that Heaven, as a Signal Addi- F 


tion to his former Happineſs, had direted 
her to his Honſe. This was the firſt Love 
nos Heart, x 1 


that had ever moved 


and in all forts of Perſons, that firſt Paſſion * 


Love? He muſt needs then be Liberal: 
Has he entertained Rufina ig his Hoſe 2 | 1 
That Kindneſs will be the deareſt to wn , 
| at 


ever acts violently. Is Marguino fallen | in of 


(59%) 


XZ nuatiog Paſſion, who doſt ruin and beſet 
9 * Men! What Metamorphoſes In them doſt 
thou not Operate ? What Diſpoſition doſt 

thou not change? What Reſolutions doſt 
thou not overtbrow ? What Felicities doſt 
thou not diſturb? And what Hearts is it 
not in thy Power to ſoften ? That of this 
2X inſatiable Miſer, which had caſt off all ſenſe 


b of Humanity towards his neareſt Relations, 
Love has changed; ſo that he has trans- 
formed a Covetous and Sordid Perſon, in- 
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to a Liberal a gnificent. 
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He is ex- 
tremely taken with Xufina ; be is paſſio- 


nately in Love with ber; ſhe will ere long 


be Miſtreſs of his Heart and Wealth. She 


had ſaid many things in her Relation, 
which might have betrayed her, had not 


the Affection, wherewith Marquino heark-- 


en'd to her, cloſed both his Eyes and Ears: 
LNay he was ſo pre poſſeſſed with his Paſſion, 
that he would have believed many other 
things from her, though they had been 
more improbable than they were. 


The effect of this ſad Narration of Ruff- 


= na, was, that: Marquino proffer'd her all 
the Favour and aſſiſt ance ſhe could expect 
from him, his Eſtate, Life, Heart and Soul; 


giving her the Title of abſolute Miſtreſs 
of all he was poſſeſſed of, and further en- 
* treating 


TC A 


treating her, of all Love, to give over: 


thinking of her Misfortunes, and to aſſure 
her ſelf, that ſhe was in a Houſe where ſhe 
might Command, and that whatever ſhe 
deſir*d,. her Orders ſhould be obeyed, as 
far as it lay in his Power. Rufina. very 
kindly thank'd him for ſo many generous 
Broffers, concluding her Compliment with 
a freſh ſhower. of Tears, a kind of Tempeſt 


ſhe could raiſe, whenever ſhe either pleas d, 


ar. had occaſion. 


With this Artifice, ſhe became Miſtreſs 77 
af: Marquino; and all he had, ſo as that ſhe 7 
might diſpoſe of him and it, as ſhe pleas d. 
Ner Beauty had given him a kind of Itch, 
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and he was mighty deſirous to try whe- 5 | 


ther (he would be as willing to Cure him 


of it; but he knew-not well how to ac- © 


Oy 


aint her with his-Indiſpoſition, He re» | 
plyed at laſt, in Caſe he could do no good 
upon her by his Submiſſions and Preſents, 7 


2 


to uſe the laſt Remedy, which was to Mar- 


ry her. This is a Bait that many times Y 


takes the ſhyeſt of that deloded Sex; but 
when they are ſo taken, he that does it is 


commonly ſnapped himfelf: I before ſaid _ 


that Rufma. had no other Deſign than to 
examine the Cheſts of the- greedy Mer- 
chant, and that (he wovld not be any way 


engaged till ſhe. were ſecure of her Prize y 
or 
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XZ door the Slippery-trick played her by Roberto 
made her extremely Diſtruſtful, Mar: 
Auino ſtay'd all that Day in his Garden, and 
eglected his Buſineſs in the City; but the 
next Morning betimes leaving his Gueſt 
7 afleep, he takes his Mule, and goes about 
his ordinary Occaſions; having charged 
the Gardener's Wife, to get a good Break- 
faſt for the Lady, as ſoon as ſhe were a- 
wake, and to have a care of the Houſe: He 
lock d the Chamber- door where his Money 
was, and as he went out, eharg'd the Gar. 
dener not to ſuffer any to come into his 
Garden, but the old Man who had brovghr: 
Artemixa thither ; for that was the Name 
the diſſembling Rufina went by. 
That done he went about his Buſineſs, 
= attended by the little Negro, to whom he 
gave Money to Buy Proviſions for a good 
Dinner. Rufina got up and the Gardener's 
Wife punQually obey'd. the Orders ſhe had 
- received from her Maſter ; treating her 
the belt ſhe could, conſidering that all the 
Domeſticks made their advantages of thoſe 
Magnificences. Xuſina comes down after 
breakfaſt into the Garden, where ſhe took 
o = occaſion to commend the Walks, and con- 
trivances of it; for the Gardener kept it 
in very good order, and well ſupplyed | 
wich Herbs, Fruits, and Flowers: Find- | 


ing 


a 


ing the Sun beginning to grow hot, ſhe 


went into the Houſe, where caſually mect- 


ing with a Lute, on which Adarguino's 


Factor was wont to play; ſhe ſet it in Tune, 


and ſtay'd till ſuch time as Adarquino re- 
turn'd from the City, who hearing her at 
it, was not a little glad to find that Per- 
fection in her more than he knew before: 
Perceiving that Harquino hearkned to her 
Muſick, ſhe joyned her Voice to the Inſtru- 
ment, to breed one Maggot more in his 
Brain than he had already. 

She Sung ſo excellently, that Marquino 
was raviſh'd at the Melody, and ſaid that 


it was not the Voice of a Mortal Creature 


but an Angel come down from Heaven : 
He continu'd his Attention a while, ima- 

ining ſhe would have begun another Song; 

ut perceiving ſhe laid by the Lute, he 
comes into the Room and tranſported with 

oy, How has this poor Habitation been bleſt, 
ſaid he to her) by your Acceſſion moſt adora- 
ble Artemiza? What Happineſs did the Hour 
of your Arrival bere, bring me, who never had 
known any before? What Honour baue I re- 
ceived in bebolding your tranſcendent Beauty, 
and to obſerve in you from time to time, 4 


_ thouſand unknown Excellencies; which are not 


diſcover'd at the firſt Sight ? This Houſe may, 
#0. doubt, enter into Competition with Heaven 
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A To 
it ſelf, ſince ſuch an Angel Honours it with 
ber divine Preſence ;, what I jay, Madam, is 
but little, in Compariſon of the Paſſion I haue 
for your Worth, which were it to be Commended 
proportionably to the apprebenſion I have of it; 
I think, the moſt Eloquent Perſons that euer 
were, would be at a loſs for Expreſſions ſuitable 
to ſo adorable a Subject. | 
Tou preſs too bard upon me, Dear Sir, (re- 
pPlpGwies the Counter feit Artemiza, ſeeming to 
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dluſh at thoſe exceſſive Praiſes) J am not 
ſuch a Stranger to my ſelf, but that 1 know it 
argues Exceſs in the bigheſt degree to beſtow 
uch extraordinary Commenaations, on a Per- 
pon that deſerves fo little: Had 1 miſtruſted 
your being within bearing, 1 would have put off 
3 my Diverſion to another time; ſince tis not 
unlikely my Voice may ſeem harſh to you, com- 
par d to the Excellent ones of this great City, 
which you often bear, unleſs it be, that gene- 
rous Natures are apt to favour Perſons of mean 
= Parts, by flattering them by their Praiſes, into 
an Imagination, that their Endowments are 
greater than indeed they are. No more Com- 
= pliments, I beſeech you, (replies Marquino, 
3 rais'd up to the highelt pitch of beſotted 
Love) my Words come ſhort of my Faith, and 
lam to aſſure you withal, Madam, that though 
= 4 bave heard excellent Voices in Sevil, (for 1 
= muſt confeſs there are ſome ſuch) yet yours is 
afinitely. 
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C64) 
rafinitely beyondany of them. Your moſt bum- 
die Servant, Sir, (ſays Rufina) your Com- 
mendations, are infinitely beyond my Deſerts, 
and the Honour you do me can do no leſs than 
Faiſe in me a bearty wiſh, That my poor Abili- 
ties might find you ſome further Diverſion witb 
this Inſtrument, ſince you are pleas'd to acknow- 
leage your ſelf ſo much ſatisfy'd therewith ; but 
my Troubles are ſo great and preſſing, that in 
what I did, I minded only to eaſe them, 1 
wuſt ſee them at an end, ere you leave this 
Houſe, (lays Marquino to her) and therefore 
let me intreat you, if you cannot conclude an 
abſolute Peace with your Afflictions, at leaſt 
condeſcend to a ſhort Truce. Theſe reiterations 
of your Favours, muſt needs extremely oblige |? 
me, (replies Rufma) and conſequently force me 
to a grateful compliance with your Commands, = 
as far as lies in my Power; but I cannot pro 
miſe it you ſo fully as I wiſh: finding the Per- 
_ fon who brought me hither, bas forgotten be di 
it; otheru he would have found ſome means 
to have gi me a Viſit once in three Day? 
Let not that #reate you any trouble, (replies t! 
the Amourots Miſer) but rather imagine there t 
may be ſome Cauſe, for bis neglect. I haue v 
ſome apprebenſjons, (ſaid ſhe) that be may be t. 
return d to Granada, out of a Fear that being 
miſs'd there, bemight be Queſtioned as an Ac- 
eomplice of my Eſcape; and this would prove the 
| 5 greateſt 


- ns £ 7 : ” a1 
= = oy * 4 * 7 an = 
L * FFF 4 + » * bl £ 7 3 r SN PS Na 1 
. ᷣͤ > SES a Re Ky t % % £ : n = 2 8 2 ES 
4 . N 2 5 . & 3 — l . J n e ; 
N 2 5 PP 7 e e AS ant ee 4 EE SS Ions SPI 
„ * 2 1 3 5 n N . Y D . 
7 Bs "Mx 2 * Se OED 2 a IE. >, r r s r « — 8 
"4 Z * = 8 28 r 8 5 he Fa. "4 n Wn ar 8 . r 0 Ld " 4 
, 3 nn N 6ʒ i oe nn oe ok oo, EE 
x a RS 3 8 A a 9 UP * 
— | : 


S pet ys © MY A ty 


= 1 
© greateſt of my Misfortunes > for if be be gone, 
Tie bas carried all I bad along with him. Never 
fear it, (ſays Marquino) ſor he muſt have 
more Compaſſion than to for ſake you in ſo great 
an Extremity - But though he and all elſe fail 
vou, aſſure your ſelf, 1 ſhall not; whereof J 
cannot give you a greater A ſſurance, than you 
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may derive from this ſincere Proteſt ation, of m 
being ſo paſſionately your Servant, that I ima- 
= gine not my ſelf to be the ſame Perſon I was be- 

fore I ſaw you. This transformation is wholly 
to be attributed to your Divinity, and thence. 
you may inferr the Jufjuence you haue over- 

me. | 

HFaving fo ſaid, Marquino made an am- 

ple Diſcovery. of his Love. The cunning. 

_*# Gypſie pretending ſhe- underſtood not his 

meaning, return'd only civil Anſwers to 

Z the Proffers he made her; acknowledging: 

her ſelf extremely oblig'd to him for his 

\Z Kindneſs, and that ſhe doubted not of the 

performance of what he was pleas d, out 

of his own: good Nature, to Promiſe. 
this time Dinner was ſet on the Table ; 
they both ſat down, and the Entertainment 
vas very Noble, ſuitable to the Love of 
the Founder: For where Cupid comes once 
to Reign, the firſt Act he makes, is for 
the baniſnment of all Baſeneſs and Avarice. 
Kuſina and Garay had agreed wo 
IN | | _ that. 
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| that he ſhould come to her, when he were 
14 ſure the old Merchant was abroad, and 
= that he ſhould Diſguiſe himſelf likea Beg. 
! gear, that he might not be known, nor any . 
1 Suſpicion be conceived: of him; She had 
1 Studied ſeveral ways to chouſe the Miſer o- 
bf ſome Part of his Treaſure, but could not 4 
1 fix on any one ſhe thought might prove 
4 effectual; the Chamber where it was lock d 
* being extremely fortify'd: She had con- 4 
tinu'd there three Days ere ſhe had either 
ſeen or heard from Garay, and during the 
= time, ſhe expreſsd ſo great a diſcocene, i 2 | 
{ as put Marquino to much Trouble; in re- F 
gard it kept him from making thoſe free 8 
Diſcoveries of his Love, which he would 
- otherwiſe have done: In the mean time 
Rufina, who watch'd all occaſions, cun- 
niagly 'diſcover'd the Place where the old 2 
Man hid the Keys of his fron-cheſts. 
ino went, according to his Cuſtom, * 


into the City, which being obſerved by 
Garay, he comes to his Houſe in Beggars 
weeds, as they had agreed together, with FF 
two Crutches. Being got under the Win- Yn 
dow, at which Rufina was looking out, he 


degg d an Alms of ber; ſhe threw him 4 
down. ſomething, and ask'd him whence 2 
he came? Whereto Gar anſwering that 
he was of Granada, ſhe feew'd to be ex- 
tremely 
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ere tremely glad, and thereupon turning to the 
ind Gardiner's Wife, Let us go down a little into 
tbe Garden, (ſaid ſhe to her) this poor fellow 
is come out of my Country, 1 would: fain have 
ſome Diſcourſe with him, to know what News 
le has brought thence, The poor Woman 
ſuſpecting nothing, made no difficulty to 
let him into the Garden, Rufina ask d him 
bo long it was ſince he had left Granada? 
Whereto he anſwering about nine or ten 
Days; She continu'd her Queſtions ſo long, 
that the Gardener's Wife weary of their 
*X Diſcourſe, and having ſomething: elſe to 
do, left them. Being rid of her, they con- 
bee ſider'd what was to be put in Execution 
the Night following, and agreed upon the 
Courſe they were to take, to poſſeſs them- 

- X ſelves of Marquino's Treaſure. That 
done, Garay departed, and Ruſina went up 
to her Chamber, telling the Gardener's 
Wife, ſhe had underſtood ſo much from 
that poor Fellow, concerning her Affairs, 
that it would not be long ere ſhe: return d 
iato her Country. The Gardener's Wife, 
and Maid were little pleas d to hear that 
News; as fearing their Mafter would, up- 
on her Departure, re-aſſume his niggardly 
Humour, and keep as miſerable a Houſe as 
he had done before ; nay perhaps put him- 
ſelf and all the Seryants to a greater Pen- 
OY | ance 
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ance in their Diet, to get up what had 


been ſquander d away dur ing her aboad 
rs. 


Marquino being come home found Rufina 


that Night more chearful than at any time 


before; which gave him the Confidence to 


acquaint her more freely with his Love 


than he had done, and to aſſure her of the 


diſquiet he was in vpon her Account. Ru- 
fina ſeemed not to take it amiſs, nay by a 


greater Familiarity than ſhe had expreſs'd- 


towards him before, ſhe rais'd in him ſome 
hopes. of ſeeing his Deſires ſatisfyed. 


W hence the old Dotard began to preſume, 
that the Fort would in a ſhort time be ta- 
reaſonable Terms: Upon this 

Preſumption; he beſtow'd om her a Ring, 


ken, upon 


which he had purpoſely bought for her, 


wherein was a Diamond worth about an 


hundred Crowns, ſet about with little 
. Rubies. The Lady gave him many thanks 
for. ſo Noble a Preſent, and in requital 
promis'd- him a Leſſon on the Eute, to 
which ſhe Sung ſome new Aires; though 
ſhe quarrell'd at the dulneſs of the laſtru- 


ment. MAMfarquizo-promis'd her a better the 
next Day. They parted from that time, 
but with different thoughts, Marquino de- 


ſirous to obtain thoſe Favours he expected 


from Kuſina, and to oblige her thereto by 
Fo Preſcats, 
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been heard from one end of the Garden 


# Preſents, which overcome the greateſt 


Difficulties; and Rufina contriving how 


to compaſs the Robbery ſhe intended. 


The next Day, Garay (a Perſon of great 


Experience in ſuch. Deſigns) got ſome o- 


thers of the ſame Profeſſion to carry on the 
Work, and having obſerved AMarquino 
going into his Houſe, they ſtay'd till he 
were gone to Bed, which was ſomewhar 


late : For Rufina, who held a Correſpon- 


dence with them, had purpoſely kept him 
up. About Midnight, Garay and his 


Comrades brought a thing that had the Fi- 
gure of a Man, ſtuff d with Straw, having 
about him a Cloak, which caſt over his 


Shoulder, cover'd his Face. This they 
pitch'd over againſt the principal Window 
towards the Garden, which was that part 


| of the Houſe where Marquino Lodg'd, and 


left it there faſtned vpright to a Stake 
they had thruſt into the Ground. The 
Night was ſomewhat dark, and ſo the more 
proper for their Deſign. Having plac'd 
that Figure, (as I told you) they knock'd 
at the Door ſo loud that it might have 


to the other. Marquino awaken'd thereby, 
leaps - out of his Bed; it being ſtrange _ 
to him to hear ſuch Knocking at bis Gar= 


den- door, at ſuch an unſeaſonable time, 
| _ a 
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as being a thing had never happen'd to him 


before. He call'd up his Servant, and bid 


him ſee who Knock'd at the Door: The 


Servant went out between ſleeping and 
waking, to ſee what the matter was, calling 
as loud as he could, Who knocks there? 
But no Body anſwering, and he not mind- 


again and compos'd himſelf ro reſt, but it 


was ſoon interrupted; for Garay knock'd | 


more violently than he had done before, 
which aſtoniſh'd him the more, and oblig'd 


him to ſend down his Man a ſecond time, | 


to ſee what the matter was: Bringing his 


before, he got up himſelf, puts his Cloak 
about him; and calls at the Window, Who 
Door thus unſeaſonably 2 W here- 
to no anſwer being made, he grew the 
more enraged but looking a little more 
earneſtly about the Houſe than his Man 
had done, he perceiv'd the Figure planted 


| before his Windows. Marquino was ex- 


tremely affraid, at the 'Sight of a Perſon, 
who, as he thought, knockt at his Door, 
yet made him no Anſwer ; and aſſuming 


ſer of, he ſaid to him yery loud: *75s 


baſely 


ing the Figure that ſtood in the Garden, 
told his Maſter that there was not any | 
Body. Marquino upon that got into Bed 


Maſter the ſame Account as he had done 


more Courage than he was naturally Ma- 
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baſely done of you, Sir, to abuſe me thus, you 
ſhall find] am not a Perſon to ſuffer it; pray 
keep on your way, and diſturb not my reſtany 
more if you think not you're i1nuninerable, and 
a brace of good Bullets will make no impreſs 
ſion in your inchanted Skin. "OT" 

Having made that Bravado, he ſhut to 
the Window and went to Bed; but he was 
hardly got warm in it, ere they began to 
knock more violently than they had done 
before; which obliged him to take a Fire- 
lock, which he always kept ready charged 
for the ſecurity of his Money. Opening 
the Window, he found him ſtill in the 
ſame Poſture, who would not have ſtirred 
out of it, had he not been forc'd ont 
ſome other means. What obſtinacy of Im- 
pudence is it in you, (ſaid he to him very much 
incenſed) to Authorize a Miſchief, you are 
nothing the better for, in tbus diſturbing my 
Reſt ? Tis impardonable, and deſerves an Ex- 
emiplary Chaſtiſment ; be gone immediately 
from my Door, or I ſhall ſend you going the next 
way, Whereupon, cocking the Fire- lock, 
and aiming at bim, and the other never 
ſtirring, as it were outof a Preſumption, 
that he believ'd he had not any Fite-arms, 
whereby he might make good his Threats: 
He gave him notice the third time, that 
he ſhould not oblige him to offer a ro 
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which he was very unwilling to do. At 
laſt perceiving he minded not any thing he 
faid, but as it were defy'd him, he reſolvd 
to give Fire, not only to fright him, but 
if he could to hurt him. He diſcharg'd off | 
his Piece and ſhot the Figure, which fell to 
the Ground : Upon which Garay, who was | 
not far off, cries out with a doleful Tone, 
1 O God I am killed, and immediately he and 
[! bis Comrades made a great noiſe at the | 
i Sight of a Man ſo unfortunately Murdered, 
| Marquino extremely troubled at what 
| he had done, it being obſerv'd, that Co- 
[| vetous Perſons are for the moſt part Cow- | 
i ardly, and very much fear whatever may 
TH | occaſion their Loſſes. He ſhut the Win- | 
Il dow, and in a great fright awaking Rufina, 
| |} (who had greater things to mind than 
3 Sleeping) told her what he had done. She 
F if ſeem'd to be extremely troubled at it, 
F f and much blam'd him, that he had exe- 
1 cuted ſo cruel a Reſolution. For ſince he 
knew himſelf to be ſafe enough in his own 
| Houſe, he might have ſuffered them to 
| knock at his Door, till they had been wea- 
F ry; that he had better have endured that 
1 Noiſe, and loſt a little of his Reſt than be 
1 in the Trouble he was in, to be the Occa- 
| ſion of a Man's Death. She added ſeveral 
other Reaſons, which ſo confounded poor 
Mar- 
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Marquino, that he knew not what to do. 
She advis'd him for his Safety, to go im- 
mediately and take Refuge in the Monaſte- 
ry of St. Bernard; it being certain, that 
if the Dead Perſon were found there the 
next Mor ding, he would be carried to 
Priſon, as being Murdered ſo near his 
Houſe. f 2 | 

Marquino was ſo perplexed, that he 
wiſn'd he had never been born; and it is to 
be imagin'd, that if Rufina had not been 
very highly concern'd to Diſſemble upon 
this Occaſion, ſhe would have dyed with 
laughing. He rais'd up all his People, 
and told them what had happened, and all 
blam'd him, for his being ſo forward to 
commit ſuch an Action, which made the. 
poor old Dotard almoſt Mad. He ima- 

gin'd himſelf already apprehended, his 
Money carryed away, and but a ſmall mat- 
ter between him and Hanging : -At leaſt if 
he were obliged by Tortures to Acknow- 
ledge his Crime, never conſidering that it 
was pardonable for one Man to kill another 
in his own Defence. At laſt hereſolv'd to 
go to St. Bernard's Monaſtery ; but knew 
not how to diſpoſe of his Money. He 
thought ir no Prudence to leave it at the 
diſcretion of his Servants ; to carry it to 
a Friend's Hoyſe (in caſe he had any, for 
= = Perſons 
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*Perſons of his Humour have very few) he 
had not time. In this DiſtraQtion he defir'd 
Rufira to adviſe him: She ſeeming very much 
_ troubled, and no leſs fearful than he, pre- 
«tended ſhe could not tell what to adviſe him; 
but after a little pauſe ſhe gave him that Ad- 
vice, which ſhe had prepared long before, 
and he follow'd it. She ask'd him what 
Money he might have in the Houſe? He 
:Ingenuouſly confeſſed that he had about 
Four thouſand Crowns in Gold, and ſome- 
:What better than half the ſaid Sum in Silver. 

of tell you what Sir, I would do, were I in 
-your Caſe, (ſays the cunning Gipſy) Vince 
it cannot be carryed to a Friend's Houſe with- 
out being ſeen) I would bury it in the Garden, 
in ſome Place, where you may afterwards find 
it, by ſome Mark you ſhall ſet to that purpoſe, 
This you muſt do your ſelf, ſo as that your very 
Servants may not know any thing of it, leſt 
hey be tempted to prove falſe to you ; for the 
Times are ſuch now, that a Man muſt have a 
Care whom be truſts, | would aſſiſt you herein, 
and keep your Counſel, were it not that I am 
.afraid, when the Searcb comes to be made, and 
I be left here, I ſhall be the firſt taken; and 1 
-would be loth to run my ſelf into that hazard, 
bauing but juſt eſcaped thoſe I have acquainted 
you with, In the midſt of his Affliction, 
HMarquino was troubled to perceive by his 
Guelt's 


1 
Gueſt's Diſcourſes, the Diſturhance ſhe 
was in upon his Account; and what ſtruck 
him moſt to the heart, was, that he faw 
himſelf upon the point of loſing her. This 
Conſideration forc'd from him not only 
Tears, but alſo bitter Exclamations, a- 
gainſt the Malicious Croſſneſs of his For- 
tune. Rufina deſired him to be of good 
Courage, perſwading him to do as ſhe ad- 
viſed him, and hope the beſt, So that 
having commanded all his Servants to go 
to their ſeveral Chambers, and not to ſtir 
thence; he and Rufina, whom only he durſt 
truſt, went to the Place where the Money 
was. It lay in a huge Cheſt, covered all 
over with Iron-Bars, and the Keys were 
ſo extraordinary, that it was impoſſible 
to Counterfeit them, or to get a piece 
thence by any other wile than what was 
invented by our ſubtil Ferret. 

They firſt took out all the Silver, and 
then put the Gold into a little Box, and 
having brought all into the Garden, they 
made two holes, at ſome diſtance one from 
the other, in one whereof they put the Sil- 
ver, and in the other the Gold; ſetting a 
Mark that they might find the Place again. 
Marquino took along with him Two hun- 
dred Crowns in Gold, and gave Naſina 
Fifty, to ſhift for her ſelf, till che Buſi- 
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"neſs was over. That done, they went vp ﬀ 
into the Houſe, whence they might ſee ſe- 
veral Perſons walking with a Light; *twas MW 
Garay and his Comrades, who repreſented 8 
the Magiſtrate, which Rufina ſhewing him, 
-adviſed him to make all the haſte he could, 
together with her to St. Bernard's. To 
do that, they got over the Garden-wall, 
as being afraid to open the Door; for they 
perceived the Actors of this Comedy kept 
a Watch there with ſuch Authority, as if 
they had been really the Officers of [uſtice. 
All Marquino's Family followed him over 
the Wall, fearing they might come into 
"Trouble for their Maſter's Fault. Mar- 
-quino and his Miſtreſs lurk'd ſomewhere | 
.thereabouts, till it was Day, that they | 
might have the Church- door open to get 
into the Monaſtery. Garay was hard by, 
to ſee what became of Marquino and his 
People. Finding he had left his Houſe, 
and got into the Monaſtery with Rui na, 
he went about an Hour after Sun-riſing to 
St. Bernard's, in the Habit of a Secular 
*Prieſt, that he might the better ſpeak to 
Rufina, She told him how things ſtood, 
and how they had bury'd the Money in the 
Garden, and that it was all in Silver; con- 
cealing the Gold which She meant to re- 


Ferye for her (elf. 
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_ -Garay and one of his Comrades went 
next Night along with Rufina, Diſguiſed * 
in Man's.Cloths' to the Garden, They © 
helped her over firſt, to go and ſee whe- 
ther there might be any Body in the Houſe, - 
but all were vaniſhed as if the Houſe had 
been viſited with the plague. She there- 
upon call'd Garay aud his Companions, and 
having taken up the Silver, they carry'd it 
away, and took up their Quarters at one 
of the fartheſt Inns of the Suburbs. Ha- 
ving been merry a while, and drunk their 
own Healths, and to the good Succeſs of 
their future Deſigns; they went all to 
Bed, the two Men together, and Rufina 
by her ſelf. As ſoon as ſhe found they 
were aſleep, ſhe puts on the ſame Habit, 
and returns to the Garden. Where, be- 
ing ons i rack up the little Box of 
Gold, and it hout any Diſaſter got ſafe 
to the lug before ker Companions a- 
wak'd, Lite | x | 1 1 
The next Day, having divided the Sil- 
ver, whereof ſhe and Garay had the beſt 
Part, and ſowed up the Gold in her Cloths, 
ſhe left Sevil, taking Garay along with her 
who finding what Advantages he might 
make of her Company, reſolved: to run 
Fortunes with: her. They took their way 
towards Madrid, to which Place they will 
ara) hs E 2 FAY nog 
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not be long a going, and now let us ſee 
what is become of Marquizo, whom we left 
in St. Bernard's Monaſtery. I 

Having continued there four Days after 
Rufina's Departure from him, he knew not 
what to think of her that ſhe came not a- 
gain, as ſhe had Promiſed. He addreſs'd 
himſelf to one of the Monks, who had 
great Acquaintance in the City, and in- 
treated him to enquire, what Proceedings 
there might beagainſt him, upon the Mur- 
der he had committed. The Religious 
Man promifed him an Account of it; but 
having enquired at thoſe Places where he 
thought he might moſt probably hear; 
no body could give him any Satisfaction. 
He thereupon told Marquino, that he 
might ſafely go abroad, and ngeded not to 
fear any thing. He went od one Night 
to a Friend of his, whom H acquainted 
with all that had paſt, as alf9 the great 
perplexity he was in; deſiring him to make 
a more particular enquiry into the Buſi- 
neſs, than he thought the Religious Man 
had done. . He did ſo, and gave him the 
ſame Account as the other. Yet would not 
that ſatisfy bim, but he muſt Deſire bis 
Friend to go to his Hovſe, whereof he 
gave him the Maſter key. At his Requeſt 
he went, and found it without any Body 
* ik | 1 | in 
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C79). 
in it, and his Mule dead for want of 
Meat, and Attendance. His Friend re- 
torned to him with this News, and ad- 
viſed him to come out of the Monaſtery,” 
and go home, and thence about the City, 
as he was wont to do. 

The Death of his Mule troubled him not 
much, ſo glad was he to find himſelf once 
more at Liberty: The only thing that 
gave him any Diſquiet, was, that his 
Artemixa (under which Name Rufina went) 
came not to fee him: But he imagined 
the Occaſion of it might be, that being a 
young Maid, ſhe had ſheltered her ſelf 
ſome where, to keep out of the Hands of” 
Juſtice, or that perhaps ſhe might have” 
been met with by her Father, who, as ſhe" 
had told him, ſought after her. He went 
to his Houſe, whither ſoon after, came” 
the Gardener and his Wife, and his other 
Servants. He goes into the Garden, and, 
notwithſtanding all the Fear and Diſtra- 
_ Gtion he had been in, remembred the Place 
where he had hid his Money, and was not 
a little glad to find the Mark where he had 
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t ſet it : So that before he went to Bed, he 
8 reſolved to ſecure bis Treaſure in its for- 

e mer Garriſon. As ſoon as it was dark, 
(> he takes the Gardener with him, and a 
y Lantern and Candle, and goes firſt to tbe 
i 8 „ Place, 
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Place, where the Silver was, and bids him 
dig. He did ſo, but there was nothing to 
be found; whereat, Marquino was ex- 
tremely ſurprized. fe went thence to 
the Place where they had laid the Gold, 
and there they found as little; only Rufina 
knew what was become of all. He walked 
ſeveral turns about the Garden, with much 
Vexation ; imagining the Marks, might 
be miſplaced : But what in looking after 
the Marks, and what in digging, the 
Night lipp'd away ; ſo that at laſt de- 
ſpairing to find any "thing that Night, he 
behav'd himſelf like a Perſon diſtracted. 
The Gardener knew not what he looked 
for, not for what Reaſon he had brought 
bim thither. The poor Man reſolv'd to 
have a little Patience till the next Morn- 
ing; being ſtill in ſome hopes to find what 
he Shad hidden. | 

He went to. Bed, or rather to ſpend the 
Night in inſofferable Torments; but as 
ſoon as it began to dawn, he got up, and 
having called up the Gardener, they re- 
turn'd to the Work they had been at the 
Night before. Having digged again art 
thoſe Places, where he was Confident he 
had laid the Money; all they could find 
was, that there bad been two Holes made 


there before, and that Money or ſome- 
thing 


. 
thing elſe had been hidden there, but all 
was removed. This Aſſurance made him 


W ron ſtark Mad, throwing himſelf on the. 


Ground, running his Head againſt the 
Wall, and doing ſuch things as raiſed a 
Compaſſion in his Servants; who thence- 
concluded that he had loſt his Money, 
and ſuſpeted the feigned Artemiza, to 
have robb'd him, by the Orders he gave 
them to ſearch after her all over the City. 
But the was far enough out of his reach, 
and had ſo well ſecured his Money; that 
it was not likely it would come into his 
Cheſts any more, He kept his Bed a good 


W while, out of pure Madneſs, that he had 


ſo ſoon loſt, what had Coſt him ſo many 
Years Trouble and Pains to get together. 
The Robbery was ſoon divulged all over 
the City: Some who knew not his Humour 
pity d his Misfortune, but ſuch as had Ex- 
perience of his inſatiable Avarice were 
not a little pleaſed to find him fo juſtly 
puniſhed. 


The End of the Firſt BooK. 
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Book the Second: | 


d 5 ſoon as Kufina had deneber 
Work at Marquino's, and 
had made a broken Mer- 
chant of one, who was ac- 
counted the Wealthieſt a- 
— = bout Sevi; ſhe thovght it 
not prudent to make any long Stay, for 
fear of falling into the Hands of Juſt ice, 
whoſe. Officers would be abroad, upon the 
ions of. Party. Robbed. She 
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was gone far enough out of the way, ere 
he was ſenſible of his Loſs; for the next 
Night after they had taken away the Mo- 
ney, ſhe and Garay bir'd two Mules, upon 
which they came to Carmona, which lies 


about half a Day's Journey from Sevil.* 


They had taken up two Places in the Ma- 
drid. Coach, which was to paſs through 
that City, and take them up as it went. 
They alighted ar Carmona, at one of the 
beſt Inns, where Rufine, keeping out of 
Sight, was reſolved to expect the Coach, 
conſidering with her ſelf, what ſhe might 
come to in time, ſeeing, ſhe was now al- 
ready Miſtreſs of Four thouſand Crowns 
in Gold, in good double Piſtoles and Qua- 
druples, which was all that penurious 
Merchant had gotten together, dur ing his 
whole Life, with much pains taking, and 
many a hazardous Venture into the moſt re- 
mote Climates. And herein, you may 
behold, the exemplary Puniſhment, which 
many times happens to thoſe Miſerable 
Wretches, who become. the Slaves of their 
own Wealth. And what infinitely adds 
to their Misfortune, is, that People are 
more apt to rejoy ce at it than bemoan it: 
For how can they expect that others ſhould 
entertain any Kindneſs for them, when 
they chemſelves have not any but 1 
F they 
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they lay up in their Cheſts ? Ruſina theres. 
fore impatiently expected the Coach which 

was to carry her to Madrid, there to live 
at her Eaſe, with the booty ſhe had got, 
hoping to be there as in a great Sea which 
received all the World. 5 

The Coach came at its uſval time to 
Carmona. There were in it already fix. 
Perſons: A Gentleman, and his Lady, | 
Prieſt, two Univerfity-ſcholars, a Ser- 
vant belonging to the Prieſt, and a young 
Lad about fifteen Years of Age. They all | 
knew, that there were two Perſons to be 
taken in at Carmona, who had pay'd ſome- | 
what extraordinary for the beſt Places: 
They accordingly reſign'd them as ſoon as 
they perceiv'd their coming towards the 
Coach: Garay, who was a very Civil and 
Obliging Perſon, would needs recommend | 
his intereſt in the Place to the Gentleman's | 
Lady, whom he ſeated on the left fide of 
Kuſina, and ſat bimſelf in the fore - part of 
the Coach with her Husband. 

All being placed to their Content, they 
left Carmona on the Monday Morning; it 
being in September, when moſt Fruits are 
ripe. All thought it a great happineſs, 
that they had met ſo good Company; but 
Rufina and Garay had another ſecret Satis- 
faction, ariſing from the thought of the 


good 
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good Prize that had brought them into 


that good Company. The Gentleman was 


a Perſon of Excellent Diſcourſe, the Prieſt 
of a very Sociable and Jovial Humour, and 
the two Voung Scholars made it appear, 
that they had not miſpent their time at 
the Univerſity; every one being deſirous 


to make the beſt Diſcoveries he could of his 


Abilities. The . Prieſt took occaſion - to. 
inform them that he was going to Court, 
to get a Privilege, to put two little Pieces 


of his into the Preſs, being ſuch as (ſome 


Friends of his had aſl ured him) he ſhould ob- 
lige the World in the Publication of. The 
Gentleman, who ſat next him, was a Perſon 
acquainted. with Letters, and they expreſsd 
a great Curioſity to know what the might 
treat of. Doctor Mank ſalvo, (ſo was 
the Prieſt called) told him they were Books 
of pleaſant Dialogues and Stories; repre- 
ſenting to him, that things of that kind, 

were kindly received at Court; that one | 


of them contain'd ſeveral Novels, and the 


other a Collection of Poems Writen by- 


him, during his . Reſidence at Salamanca. 


Herold them withal, that if they thought 
it not tedious, he would entertain them 
with ſomewhat out of the former, when- 


ever they ſhould. be at leiſure to give him 


Attention. 
Rufina, 
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I it were no trouble to him, to read one 


the aſſurance ſhe had of his Excellent Parts, 


better than thoſe which ſm:1!i of too much Study, 


 - 
” 'Rufina, who was a great Lover and Rea< 
der of ſuch pieces, intreated the Doctor, 


of his Novel; promifing her ſelf, from 


that the Style, and Concept ions would be 
anſwerable to the Worthineſs of the Au- 
thor. I bade endeavour*d all could, Mas 
dam, (ſays the Doctor to her) to conform 
my ſelf to the Style now ud at Court: My 
Proſe is free from Affectation, and conſequent- 
ly, wil not weary the Reader, nor are the 


Conceits ſo flat as to produce that Effect. I | 


make it my Buſineſs to give my Writings that 
Life and Smartneſs, which may raiſe in the 
Reader an Earneſtneſs to know the Period of 
the Adventures, I Write as I ſpeak, becauſe 

T ſee Men love thoſe things that are Natural, 


and Aﬀe@ation. And tale it from me as a 
thing very certain, That it requires a certain 
meaſure of Confidence for any /Man to Write, 
as the times go num; which proceeds hence, that 
fa many Excellent Wits buſy the mſelves in Wri- 
ting, and Publiſh things as Admirable as In- 
genious, and nt only Men, who profeſs Let- 
ters, but alſo ſome Women. The Doctor 
having ended this Diſcourſe, tookx out 
his Book of Novels. and the Company have 
ing compoled themſelves to Silence, and 
1 Attention 23 
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Attention; he entertain d them withy that 
which follows. e | 


Valentia, one of the moſt Eminent cities 
of Spain, the Nurſe of ſo many good Fa- 
milies, the Center of Ingenious Spirits, 
| and the ſacred Receptacle of the Bodies of 
divers Saints, gave .Pirth unto Don Prin- 
cipio, a Perſon of Noble Extraction, Young,. 
and Maſter of all thoſe Excellent Qualities, 
for which Men are either lov'd or admired. I 

Having left his Country about twelve 
years before, in the-Company of an Uncle 
of his, who 'had the Command of a Troop: 
of Horſe in Flanders; he behav'd himſelf 
with ſo much Gallantry in thoſe Parts, 
that he was in a ſhort time advanc'd to de 
Cornet, under his Uncle, who dying, he 
ſopply' d his Place, and ſo continu'd twelve 
years in the Service of his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty, Philip the Third, againſt the re- 
volted Provinces of the Low- Countries. 
He was at laſt in Compenſation of his Ser- 
vices, Honoured with the Order of St. 
James, with the ordinary. Allowances be. 
longing thereto- 
During that part. of the year, Which 

makes a kind of Ceſſation of Arms in thoſe 


colder Countries, his aboad was in the 


City of * Where, by certain Let- 
| ters 
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ters from Valentia, he receiv'd the News 
of his Father's Death, which made him, 
being the eldeſt Son, Heir of a very con- 
ſiderable Eſtate. He might indeed now 
have lived plentifully on his own, and 
purſued his Pleaſures, as many other 
young Cavaliers did, who place all the 
Felicity of this Life in the Infamous En- 
joyments thereof : But he, a Dutiful Son 


of Honour, choſe rather to continue the 


Exerciſes of War, and ſerve his Country, 
than by a ſudden Exchange of Enjoymeats, 
to blaſt his Reputation, and incurr the : 
Reproach of a Perſon impatient of Hard- 
ſhip, and guilty of Effeminacy. This. 
Conſideration diſcovers him to be much 
more ſtaid than thoſe young Gentlemen, 


who prefer whole Skins, the ſhameful 


Blandiſhments of Eaſe, and the warmth of 
their own Fires, before the Honour, 
which a Perſon truly deſerving that Name 
ſhould endeavour to purchaſe in the Ser- 
vice of his Prince. 


But Don Prencipio conſidering withal, 


that he could not, upon this News of his 
Father's Death avoid taking a Journey to 
Falentia, to order the Diſpoſal of his E- 
ſtate; he deſir'd leave to do it, of his moſt 


Serene Highneſs the Arch-Duke Albert, 


ws . the juſt Occaſion he had to go, 
eaſily 
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eaſily condeſcended, proffering him , at his 


return, what Advacement he could rea- 
ſonably expect; which oblig'd him to 


make the more earneſt Promiſes to come 
back into Flanders, contrary to the Pre- 
ſumptions of many, who imagin'd that he 
had made anExit from the Military Stage, 


thence- forward to follow the more pleas 
ſant Divertiſements of a Civil Life. 


Being come to Yalentia, where his Re- 


IE lations and Friends kindly entertain'd him, 
he began to order the Management of his 
Affairs, not trifling away his time in un- 
profitable Diverſions, whereto young Men, 


are but too much addicted. For though 


be were a Soldier, yet was heno Lover 


of Gaming, a Diſpoſition for which he 


was much to be commended, conſidering - 


his Age and Quality : Ia as mnch as Gam- 
ing Occaſions a thouſand Misfortunes, and 
vnhappy Accidents, whereof there had 
happen'd not a few at Valentia. Nor was 
Don Principio as yet any way inclin'd- to 
Love, though he could not want Occaſions 
to expreſs his Courtſhip, and to ſhew how. 
far he had ſtudied the Myſteries of Loveand 
Eloquence ; fince what added much to the 
Luſtre of that City, was the great number. 
of fair Ladies, ſhining in it like ſo many 
Stars; but his moſt ordinary Employment 
2 was 


divided between us and our Antipodes) 


0 . 
was the Exerciſing of his Horſes. Of theſe 
be had four Excellent ones extremely well 
 manag'd ; which he had bought in Anda. 
In ia, and one which he rode a hunting 
the Bulls, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country; ſhewing himſelf, at that Sport, 
more dextrous than all thoſe who were 
accounted the Braveſt in the City. 
»Tis a Cuſtom in Yalentia, that in the 
-beginning of the Spring, for 'the ſpace of 
about ' Fifteen Days together, moſt of the 
Families of the City go about the Silk. 
Husbandry, which they have in the adh. 
cent Villages. One Day, Don Principiq 
rid abroad into the Country, through that 
delightful Plain, which is near a Garden 
not for from Yalentia, known by the Name 
of the Monaſtery of our Lady of Hope 
And having ſpent the whole Afternoon 
about thoſe pleaſant Gardens, refreſhing 
himſelf with the ſweet Scent of the Flowers 
of the Orange-Trees, whereof there iz 
good Store, thereabobts; (the Sun being 
Fo far declin'd, that ir feem'd to be equally 


de paſſ*d by a Conntry-houſe, not far 
- from the pleaſant River of Tria, where 
he heard, at a ſmall diſtance, one playing 
on a Lute, ſo well; that he thought he 
* not heard any "Muſick comparable to 
| 9 


ar" 


jt before. He ſtopp'd his Horſe, imapi- 
ning the Perſon playing on that Inſtrument 
ſo excellently, might alſo ſing to it, He 
expected a while with much fmpatience; 
but the Muficianeſs putting the Inftrument 
into ſeveral different Tunes, did not what 

he ſo much deſir'd, Which was to hear 
ker Voice, In the mean time Night came 

on, and Don Principio extremely delighted: 

with the Place he was in, gave his Horſe 

to his Laquey, and commanding him @ 
little diſtance off, he ſtaid alone, under 

the green Balcony, whence the Moſick 
came, to find out who made it. But he 

had not waited long, e're he could per- 
ceive, by the light of the Moon, that it 

was a Lady, who being got into that 
Balcony to take the Advantage of a gentle 
Wind then blowing, began a-freſh her 

g delightful Muſick on the. Lute, whereto 
se joyn'd that of an admirable Voice; 

is ſiaging an Air which made an abſolute 

18 cConqueſt of that Heart, wherein all the 

ly MHardſhips-of War had not made the leaſt 
reach. Whence we may deduce this 

ar Remark, that Cupid can do more in a Mi- 
nate, than Mars in a Troy-Siege, To ſay. 


re 
1s the ſame thing again in other Words, the 
ne MExcellency of the Voice, and the tranſcen- 


dent Nimbleneſs of the Hand; the Com- 
9 e pliance: 
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pliance and Competition between them, 
ſo raviſn'd our young Gallant ; that be] 
wiſh'd ſhe might. never give over, at leaſt 
not till he were ſatiated with that Pleaſure. 
But the Lady laid by her Inſtrument, and] 
leaning her Breaſt on the Balcony, though 
twere Night, made a ſhift to ſee the 
young Gallant, whom her Muſick bal} 
charm'd ſo long his Ears; who alſo per 
ceiving her, would needs make his Ad-] 
vantage of ſo bleſt an Opportunity. 80 
that getting as near as he could he broke 
forth into his Compliment. _ 
. How infinitely happy muſt that abſent Gen. 
tleman be, Madam, (for in the Verſes ſh} 
ſung ſhe bemoan'd the Abſence of 4 
certain Perſon) who deſerves ſo Excellent af 
Voice to bemoan bis Abſence ! I ſhould be ex. 
tremely glad of bis Acquaintance, that I might 
give bim an Account of this good News, 
that be is ſo obligingly bemoan d by ſo deſerving 

a Lady as you ſeem tobe 
The Lady woadred to find her ſelf thus 
addreſs'd to, but recovering out of her Aſto- 
niſhment, though ſhe knew not the Perſon 
who had ſpoken to her, yet ſhe gave him 
this Anſwer. As to the Song. you heard, 
Sir, you are not to imagine it Sung out 
any tenderneſs I bave fo ſome Perſon now fat 
from me, and therefore you may ſpare your [4 
| | tba 


ry 


;bat trouble of bane >. any Enquiry who it W 
and conſequently of informing bim bow bighly 
be is in my Favour, as you imagine, What © 
WM fſurance can 1 have of that, (ſays Principid) 
W k:owing, by what I have beard from your own 
W 10th, the predominant Paſſion. of your Soul 2 
How, 7 pray Sir, may you be concern d in that? 
f (aid the to him.) Very much, (reply'd he) 
r- ¶ Vor the Enchantment of your Voice has been ſo 
8 powerful over him who bes heard it, that it is 
Lot without Reaſon be requires Aſſurances of 
Wy hat be asks you, to prevent the Diſquiet, which 
be muſt otherwiſe expect. 
= She could not forbear laughing at this 
be Diſcourſe of Don Principio, and told 
him withal, that Women do prudently, 
when they 'are Flatter'd, not to believe 
any thing that Men ſay to them, in regard 
they never ſpeak Truth, repreſenting 
things, not as they really are, but as 
they appear to their beguil'd lmaginati- 
Ons. 
Wherein, ] beſeech you, ( ſ. ays Principio) 
do you think, Madam, that I have told you 
any thing ſhort of Truth ? Miſtake me not, 
(reply'd | ſhe) 1 dow't charge you with a coming 
ſhore, but going much beyond it + For you are 
fo Prodigal of your Commendations of a Per- 
ſon you are very little acquainted with, nay, 
have not ſo much as well viewed ; that you 


muſt 
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muſt eitber laugh at my Simplicity, or think 
one a great Admirer of my ſelf, if I ſhould 
credit what you ſay. To convince you of either 
your Errour or palpable Flattery, of many, ] 
need only give you this one Inſtance \ that, 
when I my ſelf, and others whoſe Judgment: | 

dare tru(t, think I do not ſing tolerably well, 
von would make me believe, that my Voice ha 
raiſed you into Extaſies, when another would 
not have a Minute's Patience to hear me. 
Nay, Madam, (reply'd Principio) take heel 
your Reproaches rebound not upon your ſelf, 
diſparage not your ſelf ſo far, and ſlight not 
Truth ſo mucb as to call ber by any other Name 
than her own: You have an admirable Voice, and 
the Subject of the Words you ſung muſt needs be 
ſuch; ſince it is not to be imag ind you ſung 
them in vain, To make them Perfect, there 
needs only the mixture of a little Jealouſy, 
were it not that the happy Man, upon whoſe 
account thoſe Words were made, knowing 
your Worth, cannot give you any. 
Upon this, the Lady remov'd from the 
Place where ſhe was, that ſhe might more 
commodiovſly proceed in her. Diſcourſe 
with Don Principio, (though ſhe knew him 
not) for ſhe imagin'd he could not talk 
at that rate without ſome ground; which 
made her fay to him, I you make any Com- 
pariſon between that Enchantment you ſpeak f 
* LY 


ſtudied, who with affected Hyperboles, make 


C9982 
aud the ſuſpicion you ſeem to have, I can aſſure 
o, that you are very well read in the Art of . 
Flattery ; and therefore, I beſeech you, attri- 
bute not a Melancholy humour, I am ſubject 
to, to any Regret occaſion d by the abſence of 
any Perſon ;, for I was never yet troubled with 
any ſuch thing, and I think, ſhall not as long 


Sis live. I would give all I am worth in the 


World, (ſays he) conditionally, what you. ſay 
were true. Would your bazard be very great 
iu that? (reply'd ſhe.) Very little, (ſaid he) 
conſidering the account upon which I profer it; 
but I ſhoxld ſay no leſs, were I poſſeſs'd of all 
the World, and think it well beſtow d. I 
am extremely happy, (anſwers the Lady) to 
bear things ſo hig hiy ſpoken to my Advantage; 
but 1 ſhould be tranſcendentiy vain, to imagine 
I ſhould raiſe Love in any Perſon, before I am 


ſeen by him : Nay I dare promiſe you, that 


if you bad ſeen my Face, you would not, per- 
baps be ſo reſolute. . My hearing cannot deceive. © 
me, (reply'd he) and I preſume, that the 


Perſon, who is ſo excellent to ſatisfy that auri- 


lar Part, may be the like in other Curioſities, 
nbich the envious Night permits me not a View 
of at preſent. And when you conſider, That 
in the Diſcourſe 1 bave had with you, 1 have 
not talk d of Beams, nor Splendour, nor us d 
thiſe Expreſſions, which they ſeem to have 


it 
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it their buſineſs to flatter, and abuſe Ladies; 
you ſheuld in ſome meaſure aſſure your ſelf, that 
1 begin to conceive an unfeigned Paſſion for 
"Well to bumour you a little, (ſays ſhe).1 
have ſome Inclination to believe you, which wil 
be much confirm'd, if you tell me who you are, 
J have a deſire, (ſaid he to her) firſt to 
deſerve it by my Services, that in - caſe there 
may be any thing wanting in me, as to Quali. 
ty, 4 I bope to render you, may ſupply the 
ANG. + Ban SI COP 1 yl 
Nay, then 1 am ſatisfi d, (ſaid ſhe) that 
are a Perſon of Quality, when you bave 


call d to receive ſome Campany newly come 
into the Houſe, and if 1 ſhould not immediately 
be gone, ſome wonld come and find me here: 
Do me the Favour then (ſays Principio) to 
give me leave to wait on you here to Morron 
at this time, I know. not whether it may be 
in my power, (ſaid ſhe to him) however, do 
you not fail to come hither;, and though ſome- 
thing may prevent my giving you the Meeting, 
yet ſhall I think my ſelf very much oblig'd to 
you, I ſhall infallibly expect you, (replies 
the Enamour'd Gallant) more-fix*d in my 
Reſolution, than the Stars, you ſee, are in the 


Firmament. Yout laſt Words, (reply'd 2 
| | 5” 24 


ſuch a diſtruſt of your ſelf. Pardon me, that 
Jam forc'd to leave you; for I bear my ſelf 


(97) 5 
| j I cannot ſleep to Night, will find my 
houghts 4 Diverſion to deceive the dull 2 
ſon; but when you come next, 1 beſeech yo, 
be not ſo liberal of your Hyperboles ; Methinks 
18 they grate the Ear, and I think all that uſe 
il WW them great Flatterers, and conſequently, no 
e. great Honourers of Truib; > eſpecially conf der- 
o ine, bow meanly J deſerve, | 
115 Having ſaid this, and given him a very 
li N obliging Salute, the got out of the Balco- 
be oy ; leaving Principio in a little Diſtur- 
bance, to ſee that ſhe left him ſo ſoon; 
tor he was extremely taken, as well with 
the Excellency of her Voice, as that of 
| ber Diſcourſe: He had a great delire to 
know who ſhe was, and ſhe had the ſame 
Corioſity concerning him. For ſhe imme- 
diately commanded a Servant to follow 
him, and not to return till he had diſco- 
ver'd who he was, Which he did, without 
much trouble ; inaſmuch, as not far from 
thence, he ſaw bim get up on Horſe-back, 
and knew him, and preſently return d 
with News to his Miſtreſs, who was over- 
joy'd to hear it was Don Principis; of 
whom ſhe had heard ſuch Noble things, 
and ſcen behave himſelf ſo gallantly, at the 
Hunting of the Bulls, 
Don Principio being come home, en- 
quir'd of a Neighbour of his, who that 
F Lady 
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"Lay might be, to whom he had ſpoken, 


ivd, he underſtood, her Name was 


reaſon I ſhall omit) a Lady of great repute 
in the City, and of extraordinary Endow- 
ments, whoſe | Underſtanding was equal 
«to her Beauty, Daughter to one Don Spe- 
rana Lopez, a Perſon of great Fame, for 
his long Service in the Wars; who having 
quitted the Military Life, and Married, 
well ad vanc'd in Years, bad left that Fair 
Davghter, who was then Fatherleſs, and 
'Motherleſs, with a very inconſiderable 
Fortune; in regard her Father's Eſtate 
conſiſted moſt in Penſions beſtow'd on 


bim by King Philip the Second, in requital 


of his Services. This Lady liv'd with an 
Aunt of hers, an Ancient Gent lewoman, 
who for the moſt part kept her Bed, and 
-was then retir'd to that Conntry- houſe, 
do look after her Silk-husbandry. 

Thus was Principio fully inform'd of all 
he deſiu'd to know; and had a parti- 
cular Account of the Perfections, which 
made the City of Vulentia full of Diſ- 
courſes of her Beauty, and Wit, which 
was ſuch, that ſhe had the Reputation 
of Writing good Verſes, a Property very 
commendable in a perſon of her Sex and 
Quality, Principio 


J 


and deſeribing to him the Place —— ſhe 
Donna Julietta, (the Sir -name for ſome 
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About Fifteen Days afterwards, the Old 


whom he had faſten'd his Affections, 
_ wondring very much that he found her not 


7 — A 

Principio had never ſeen her, and under= 
ſtanding ſhe liv'd at that Country-houſe, 
his Deſire was the more inflam'd ; which 


made him ride abroad the oftener, hoping 


to be favour'd with ſuch another Oppor- 
tunity, as he had met with before; but 
he had not that Happineſs a good while 3 
her Aunt being ſo - ſick, that ſhe could 
not ſtir out of the Room where ſhe lay. 


Gentlewoman being a little recover'd, 
ſhe had the liberty to go and fee the Pro- 
ceillon of a Nun, at the Royal Monaſtery 
of Zaida, which was not far from the 
Country-houſe; at which Ceremony, all 
the Gallants of Yalentia, of both Sexes, 
were preſent. Donna Julietta came thither 
alſo, but having her Face cover'd with 
her Mantle, and attended only by one of 


her Women, ſhe got into a little obſcure 


Chappel. | 
Principio on the other ſide, who fail'd - 
not to be there, hoping to meet her on 


among the other Ladies; and ſuſpecting 
ne might be one of thoſe who wereretir'd 


into the Chappel, and had their Faces 


cover'd with their Mantles, he went in to 
them, with two other Friends, to whom 
2 he 


( 108 ) 


He ſaid, (preſuming it was ſhe as ſoon 
as he ſaw her) The new made Nun is not 


anch oblig d to theſe Ladies, who retire to a 


Place, where they cannot ſee thoſe Ceremonies 

which all the reſt are ſo deſirous to bebold : But 
4 atiribute this indifference to tbe little incli- 
nation they have to become Nuns. Julietta 


whom ſhe had before obſerv'd in the 


as he then was, However, changing 
Her Voice, ſhe return'd him this An- 
wer. 5 . 

Being not invited to this Feſtival, we cannot 
erxped the ſame Welcome as thoſe that are; 
and for the little Curioſity we diſcover to ſee 
the Ceremonies us'd, at the Reception of 4 
Nan, having ſeen the like ſeveral times before, 
we do not much mind this in regard the ſeeing 
Mit but once, is enough to ſatisfic a Perſon 
inclinable to be a Nun, May, then I ſee, (ſays 
one of Principio's Friends) you are not one 
of their Number, who have a Deſire to enter 
into that Profeſſion, I have no anſwer to 
enake to you as to that, (reply'd ſhe) only 
fo give you my Sentiments ; that a perſon 
#annet-enter into this State of Life, unleſs they 
ate Called to it by Heaven; a Favour I do not 
yet find my ſelf to be worthy of, We may then 
Creply'd Principio) inferr from this — 


- 


Church, and wiſh'd not ſo well attended 


- T 1 


was not a little pleas'd to ſee Principio, Wl 


DOG „ 
of yours, that you are not Marry d, but deſÞ- 
rous to be ſo: What my Inclinations are, as 
to Marriage, (ſaid ſhe) 1 am not oblig'd to 
give you an Account, who ars very far from 
being related to me ſo nearly, as that I ſhould | 
acquaint you with my Reſolution in a Buſineſs | 
of that Concernment However, you may ſa- 
4 tiefy us ſo far, Madam, (ſays Principio) 
243 70 let us know, which Condition of Life you 
would rather cbuſe. Which, I pray, Sir, 
would you adviſe me to? (lays ſhe to him.) 
3 That of Matrimony, (lays Principio, ) What, 
whether I bave the Accommodations requiſite 
to enter into that State, or uot ? (reply'd ſhe.) 
If all be wanting, (ſays he to her) you muſ# 
endeavour to forget your ſelf ;, for ſhe who ts 
not born to be a Nun, and cannot be Maxnied, 
muſt remain Neuter, as being uncapable of 
| both, I could very well follow that Advice, 
(ſaid ſhe.) But if you pleaſe Madam, (ſays 
Principio ) to diſcover what your Mantle per- 
mits us not to ſee, I will give you better Ad- 
vice. | | 
Coming upnearer to her, as if he were 
confident of that Favour, ſhe met his De- 
ſires, and purpoſely gave him a full View 
of one of her fair Eyes, which Principio's 
two Friends alſo took notice of. If the 
Advice you intend to give me, (ſaid ſhe) 
ſhould prove to my diſadvantage, twere better, 
2 L 
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# ſhould fill continue undi ſcover d, though to 
bear your Advice, I ſhould not think it much 
to anſwer your Expectation. That can do ] | 
no prejudice, (ſays Principio to her) in regard 
we have obſerv'd ſome things which aſſure us, 
that you ought to chuſe the State of Matri- 
mony, in which you would make the Perſon you 
Saule think worthy your Enjoyment, the Hap- 
prieſt Man in the World : Nay ere I know any 
more of you than I do already, 1 wiſh my ſelf 
the Perſen, for whom that Felicity 1s Ye- 
ſerv d. W | 
His two Friends affirm'd the ſame thing 
on their own behalf, being extremely ſa- 
tified with her Wit, and the little they 
had ſeen of her Face. WES 
Can there be any Happineſs comparable to 
mine (ſaid ſhe) who haue three ſuch handſom 
Per ſons at my Devotion, of whom it is in m 
Power to make one the Haptieſt Man in the ii 


World ? Well Gentlemen, ſince you cannot e- 


ef I ſhould make a ſudden. Choice in @ Bu- 
Freſh of this Concern, you will give me leave 
to examine your ſencral Perfethions, that I may 
pitch upon. him, who in my Judgment, may 
pretend to moſh, F 
Upon that every one began to Celebrate 
his own Worth, and under value his Com- 
petrtors: They paſs d away ſome time in 
that pleaſant Diſcourſe, without any 
i Offence 


(neg) 


Offence taken; though the Place they were” 
in ſhould bave minded them, that ſome: 
other Converſation. would have been more 
ſuitable, But the young fellows of this 
age have no regard to any thing, but make 
the ſame vſe of a Church, as of a Trades» . 
man's Shop to the great Scandal of Reli; 
gion. The Lady having had the Patience 
to hear what every one had to ſay on his- 
own behalf; ſhe Anſwer'd them all toge- 
ther thus: J am fully inform d of the Quali- 
tics, and Deſerts of Perſons every way fo ex- 
cellent : I am now to adviſe with my Pillow, 
which of the three I ſhould preferr; though, to. 
tell you the truth, 1 have, in a manner” re- 
foly'd upon my Choice al: eady; finding in my 
ſelf a ſtronger. Inclination for one of the three, 
than for either of the. other two, The perſau 
F mean, bas many excellent Qualities, but the - 
particular inducement I haue to think bim Wore 
thy my Approbation, is, that I know him to 
be a very great Mit; all 1 bave to object as; 
gainſt bim, is, tbat be fears I am already 
engag d to ſome other, whence J infer be is Fea- 
lous, and conſequently 2 an ill Nature. Prin- 
cipio immediately — ſne ſpoke "i 
of him, reflecting on what had vaſt. in 

their Diſcourſe the firſt time he had ſeen 


her. | 
4 The | 
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» ed from her, leaving her deeply in Love, 
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The time being come for people to go 
out of the Church; the three Lovers out- 
vy'd one the other, to find out paſſionate 
Compliments to take leave of the Lady: 
Principio purpoſely ſtaying to be the laſt, 
only to whiſper theſe Words to her, Tis 
too great a Tyranny, Madam, towards a Ser- 
want ſo paſſionately yours, in 0 long a time, 
wot to vouchſafe bim a full Sight of you. 7 
be ſeech you be more kind to him Lovin leaſt 
your further Diſdain may baue ſome fatal 
effects on him. The indiſpoſition of an Aunt, 
(reply'd ſhe) whom I muſt conſtantly attend, 
1 hope, you will think an allowable excuſe ; and 
what 7 tell you is much more true, than the 
Expreſſions you make to me of your Love; but 
1 will endeavour your jatisfatFion, and put 4 
Period to your Complaints, when poſſibly you 
teaſt exper it. Principio had not the time 
to return her any Anſwer, and ſo he part- 
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and extremely deſirous to diſcourſe with 
him more at Leiſure. | 

Some few Days after, Fortune favour'd 
her with an Opportunity | to her own 
Wiſhes, at the ſame Balcony where he had 
ſpoken to her the firſt time, As ſoon as 
ſhe perceiv'd Principio ſhe came down, 
and they diſcours'd a long time together, 


een any Interruption. The Effect of 
this 


( x05 
this Interview and long Conference, upon- 
Pirincipio, was, that his Love, which before: 
vas little better than kindled, now broke al 
forth into a Flame, Falietta came not. 
much behind him, yet had that command 
of her Paſſion, as not to grant him the 
greateſt Kindneſs that can happen be · 
ftwieen Perſons of different Sexes; though 1 
it were out of this only Reflection, that 1 
to have done it, at the firſt lntervie p,, 
would have argu'd ſuch a Compliance 


and eaſineſs of Nature, as no violence 
of 1 ſhould ever be able to ex- 
= cule, _ 5 

Principio, being now fully ſatisfi*d that 
Julietta was both a great Wit, and a great 
Beauty, writ ſeveral Love letters to her; 
and the better to expreſs his Paſſion, ge 
alſo ſent her ſome Verſes of his-own Com- 
poſure, Fultetta knew not that Principio 
among ſo many other Qualities he had 
acquir'd, was alſo skilful in Poetry, and 
conſequently was the more ſurpriz'd and 
ſatisfi'd therewith-: Some of his Miſſives 
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ſhe very modeſtly anſwer'd in theſe f 
Terms. 1 e 4 
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The Letter. 


Tee ions, which tranſcend the 


Merit of the Perſon, on whom they are 
beſtow'd, do rather  Injure than Oblige, and 
diſparage the Judgment of the Giver; inaſ- 
much asthe Receiver, thinking ber ſelf unworthy i 
the Honour, juſtly takes the Elogy for a Satyr. 
Jam not ſo much a ſiranger to my ſelf, but ⁵ 
that I can diſtinguiſh between Fluttery and Yi - 
Fruth; nor am © ſo poorly conceited of my ſelf, 
but that I think I deſerve ſomewbat of the 
Praiſes you give me. I ſhall think it an Obli- 
gation, if you abate ſome part of what you tell 
me, and find out a mean between exceſſive 
Praifes and Contempt; for the former my i 


own- Imperfections adviſe me to look on as an 
Diſpoſition, and therefore think. it not ſtrange, i 
F Fprve not the Credit you exped to your Poe- 
* try, becauſe it it the Language of Fiction; 
nor yet to your Proſe, becauſe it proceeds from 
the ſame Aut bor, who, tis very likely bas read 
"Romances. . ¶ he tber they. were the Pickates of © 
4 ſincere Affection, or an Obliging Compli- 
ment, it is only in the Power of time to diſcover, i 
and withal to aſſure me, whether J am to. 
Srknowledge your Ciuilit ies, or reſent the In- 
juries you bave, done me. 


Abuſe + have no great Experience of 
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The Fair Julietta found out an Expedient ' 
to convey this Letter into the Hands of 

Don Principio, her newly caught Gallantt, 
who, deſirous to ſet himſelf right in the | 
Opinion of his Miſtreſs, and to aſſure her 
of the Fluency: of his Style in things of 
this kind, caus'd the Meſſenger . to ſtay, . 
and take along with lim this Anſwer. 


The Anſwer. 


See, then, Madam, ſo that you procure 
I your own, Satisfaction, youſ care not what. 
Incouveniences I may run into; ſince to be 
more moderate in your Praiſes (as you ſeem 
to Deſire) cannot be without ſo. much the greater 
prejudice to my Reputation; in that I think my 
ſelf far ſhort of Tranſcendency in that particu- 
lar, and ] am forc'd ta bring in the exceſs of 
m Love, to ſupply the defects of my Poetry: 
That I may therefore be no more guilty of ſuch 
a Crime, I will henceforth - expreſs my ſelf in 
Proſe, and in ſome meaſure do what you Com- 
mand me in your Letter. Tou will find it no 
3 great difficulty to belie ue me, if you were ſen- 
= /libvle what J feel; nay though out of Modeſty. 
you pretend to be Ignorant of it, I defy ö 
to do it; unleſs withal you reſolve never to 
Conſult your Glaſs any more. Well, Madam, 
it may be the time of your Converſion is nat 
TH {+ 5 et 
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vet come; when it ſhall, your Eyes will be o- 
” pened, and you ſhall find, That of all the 

Hearts, ſubdu'd by the Charms of your Beauty, 
mine perhaps may be tbe leaſt, but, withal the il 
moſt paſſionate Captive. Time, which give: | 
all things their Birth, Perfection, and Period, 
ſhall be the Touch. ſtone to try whether this le 
Truth. or Fiction; nay J leave it to the ſame 
ald Gentleman to aſſure you of a thing, you yet. | 
pretend to be Ignorant of, which is, That, while 
live, you (ball be ſe ole S overeign N iſtreſs : f 
and Pirectreſs of my Inclinations ; and then 
perbaps good Nature, Gratitude, and Gene. 
roſity, will rather adviſe you to- acknonledge- 
ments of the Love 1 bear you, than a re- 
ſentment of the Injuries. you charge me with- 
al. | e 


This Letter gave Julietta that Satis- 
faction concerning her new Gallant, which 
ſhe expected: The frequent Viſits were 
continu'd on Principio's fide, and the Epi- 
ſtolary. Correſpondence on both ſides: So 
that the Inclination they had one to ano- 
ther, were by theſe degrees heightn'd into 
a Noble flame of Mutual Love: His Mi- 
ſtreſs commanded him above all things 
to keep his Pretenſions to her, very Se- 
cret, which he inviolably Promis d to do; 
nay ſhe was ſo. ſcrupulous, as to that par- 

| ticular, 
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ticular, that if in the Church, or ſome o& *1 

ther publick Place, her Gallant did 'fo- | 

much as caſt his Eye on her, in the Com- 
pany of ſome Friend, ſhe immediately, 
imagin'd, that he acquainted him with his- 

paſſion; and as if ſne had heard all their is 

Diſcourſe, ſhe fail'd not to ſend him a- | 

Letter concerning it, if ſhe could not ſee | 

him time enough, that he might receive vp 

her Reproaches himſelf, Principio clear d | 
himſelf the beſt he could, ſill aſſuring her 
of the contrary ;; and inflam'd with Love 
and Indignation, all he could do: was to- 
diſpel that Diffidence, which troubl'd him 
extremely; but the ſame. Love, which is 
wont to reconcile the leſſer Differences 

and Diſſatisfactions, that happen between 
Lovers, help'd them alſo out of the * 

_ greateſt and moſt difficult. 'Twas Prin- 
cipio's deſign to Mary this Lady, though 
her Fortunes were very low; but he des 
lay'd the doing it, till he bad effected a 
Buſineſs he was then engag'd to proſecute. 
His Uncle and himſelf had done the King 
very conſiderable Services in Flanders, for 
many years together, and he was then 
making his applications to-his Majeſty for 
ſome Command in compenſation thereof; 
and the obſtruQions and delays he met 
with in that Affair contributed more — 
| e 82 
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bis after-happineſs, than the Expedi-. 
tion could have done, as will appear 


a | thi 
Julieta had given Order, that he ſhould Sth 
not be ſeen in * Street where ſhe liv'd, wy 


much leſs look up to her Window to be 
ſeen by her, and it was punctually obſervd fi 4 
by Principio, who was not known to have 
given her a Meeting any where; but ſhe 
her ſelf was the firſt that forgot what ſhe 
had enjoyn'd; it happen'd thus: During 
the time of the Carnaval, which- in Va 
lentia, is Celebrated with Maſquerades, 
Balls, Tiltings, and Diſguiſes, Prencipio 
had in ſome of theſe met with his Mi- 
ſtreſs ; yet without diſcovery of more 
than ordinary Kindneſs between them 
. though they had talk'd, and danc'd toge- 
ther. One Evening after the Ball, there 
was tobe a Meeting of certain Ladies, at 
& the Fouſe of a Friend of Julietta's, to 
„which ſhe with ſome others had been ta- 
Seeds. Prinai pio and ſome other Friends 
of his. were to be there, not in order to 
any Ball, but only to diſcourſe: Julietta 
came there betimes before any of the reſt, 
and ſoon. after her a Woman, very ſump- 
tuoulſly att ird, attended by two Gentle- 
men-Uſhers of her own Retinue, whom 


ker Mother had qrder'd to wait on; her, 
tO 


Cr) 


to that Neighbour's Houſe, who was very- 


much ber Friend. Principio coming into 


the Room, was very kindly receiv'd by 
the Ladies then preſent, whom he endea- 
W your'd to entertain the moſt agreeably he 


could, till the reſt of the Company were 


come in. eie Et 
= The Lady who came in laſt, roſe from. 
her Seat to go and look upon à Piece of; 
apiſtry, that was in the Room, wherein 


JT there were repreſented lighted Toxches ; 


Te Admiration ſhe expreſs d at the Ex- 
cellency of the Workmanſhip-ablig'd, Prin- 
WJ c/pio to come alſo to ſee it z; there was. Pen, 
Ink, and Payer upon the Fable. - Lucretia, 
(ſo was the Lady call'd) took the Pen in 
her Hand, and drew ſeveral ſtrokes upon 
the Paper: Principio took occaſion to com- 
mend all ſne did with: ſuch high, Compli- 
: | ments; that his Miſtreſs, who was alread N. 
poſſeſsd with a Jealouſy, to ſee, him ſo 


near her, was almoſt ready to burſt with 


lodignation to hean them, He minding 
only his own- Diverſion, im all he did, rok. 
no notice of it; nay on the contraxy, being 
acqusinted with Lucretia, through, her 
Brother's. means, whom, he often viſited, 
and a-Perſon of much freedom in bis Be- 
haviour, he continu'd his Game ſome Hu- 
mour, and ſaatrched out of her Hand a 
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Pen ſhe was making to Write withal ; after Wo 


which having daſh'd a little Ink upon her 
Hand, he Jeſtingly told her, that the 
Blackneſs of the Ink never appear'd more 


than it did then. She pretending to be 


diſpleas'd at that Freedom, gave him a 1 | 
clap upon his Shoulder with her Hand, 
to get off the Ink; but perceiving be 


laugh'd at the Revenge ſhe had taken, 


ſhe gave him another harder than the 


former. 
Fulietta who minded their Jeſting more 
than what was ſaid to her by the Miſtreſs 


of the Houfe, (with whom ſhe was then 


diſcourfing) ſtarts like a Fury from her 
Seat, and not conſidering what ſhe was 
a doing; gave Principio ſuch a Blow over 
the Face, that his Noſe bled : The poor 
Gentleman was extremely ſtartled at it, 
and all he could do was to take a Handker- 
chief out of his Pocket, to receive the 
Blood; telling his Miſtreſs, very coldly, 


Well, Madam, you ſee ] have kept the Secret 


committed to my truſt ;, you have firſt reveal d 
. and tranſpreſs'd the Law you bave made 
your ſelf : Concluding this Reproach with a 

low Bow, he quitted the Room, and 
went home. it 

Julietta, had no ſooner given the Blow, 
but ſhe was infinitely troubled at it, not 
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Jo much out of the Reſpe& ſhe bore. to 
She Miſtreſs of the Houſe, who was her 
. Snimate Friend; as for her, who had oc- 
aſion'd her jealouſy. In this Interval, 
cr Siſters, upon whoſe Account this 
eeting had been appointed, coming in- 
o the Houſe, Julietta had the Opportu- 
Mity to retire with her Friends into ano- 
ther Room. e 
BhBeing got together, only they two, Ay 
dare julietta, (ſays her Friend to her) 
bat do you think of ? How are you grown 
another Perfon than what I have ever known 
on? 1 bave hitherto admir'd your Modeſty 
and Reſervedneſs ; bow you ſhould now be guil- 
Wy of ſuch a miſcarriage in Behaviour, is the 
Matter of my Aſtoniſhment, The Afton. you 
bave done, aſſures me, without your ſpeaking, 
= what in many Words, you ſhould hardly have 
berſwaded me to. I was Ignorant of this 
Affection of yours, becauſe you ever kept it ſe= 
cet; and ſince I know it by this Diſcovery, Þ \ 
am more oblig'd to your Jealouſy, than your 
= Friendfhip. Principto is 4 Perſon of Worth, 
and Quality; I am ery glad be is your 
Servant, you may benceforward publickly 


f 0 him, for it is to no purpoſe to diſſem- 
W ble. e 
Jaulietta was at ſuch a loſs, that ſhe knew 
not what to anſwer ; bot having a little 
recover d 


( 114 ) 
recover'd her ſelf, J muſt acknowledge, du 
Madam, (reply'd ſhe) ſince this eruption fl 
my Jealouſy and Indignation, bas betray'd nt, 


that Principio is my bumble Servant 5 my 1 
inconſiderate Paſſion, bas, to my Shame, diſ. 
cover'd what I kept not only from your Know. 
ledge, but that of all others, 1 muſt ackuon. 
ledge, I ſay, that Principio ſerves me with (Ml 
a violent Paſſion, which yet exceeds not tie ll; 
AﬀedGion I have for bim. I never ſaw him ) 
indifferent, as he diſcover*d bimſelf in this lat 
A8@iton ; bis familiarity with Lucretia touch'd 
me to the quick. That ſhort. Fury, (which ue i 
commonly call Fealouſy ) fore d me to that ex. 
travagant diſcovery of my Love, Since what 
is paſt cannot be recall'd, (ſaid ber Friend 
to her) let us find. out ſome Remedy, to ali. 
 viate the Incon venience; for it is not fit we 
ſhould be depriv'd of Principio's good Come 
pany,” nor be of the Pleaſure of this Meeting. 
Beſides, we ſhould. not give Lucretia the time 
to make any Reflection on this Accident, or 
conceive Apprehenſions which would prove diſ- 
aduantageous to you. What is to be done in 
this Conſundture? (reply d the Jealous Lady) 
The only way I can think of, (ſays her Friend) 
is, immediately to write to bim. She fol- 
low'd her Advice, and ſent him theſe: 
Lines.. riot git KIA! 


Mi 


The 


The Letter. 


My Ealouſies, when they are really the Effects 

/ Love, though expreſſed with ſome barſh- 
neſi, are rather to be accounted Favours than 
Affronts, by a Lover, whoſe Soul exbales a 
Vicere Paſſion towards bis Miſtreſs, The In- 
jury] have done my ſelf in wounding my Ke- 
er vedneſs, is greater than the Violence you will 
do your ſelf in over. looking what is nom paſs. 
It much concerns my Reputation, that you 
= immediately return to the Meeting. But if 
Dou perſiſt in your Reſentment, you will have 
W farther Occaſion, if the loſs of my Favour may 
ive you any. | 


A Meſſetiger was immedlately ſent with 
this Letter to Principio, who expreſs'd 
much gladneſs at the Receipt of it; and 
without any Recollection, obey'd his Miſ- 
treſs, as being ſatisfied in Mind, that no- 
thing diſcovers a real Paſſion, more than 
Jealouſy. He comes very gayly into the 
Room where the Ladies were, which 
Zucretia perceiving was not a little tron- 
bled, for ſhe doubted not of his being in 
Love with Julietta, though ſhe thought fo 
well of him as to wiſh he bad rather ad- 


dreſs'd his Affections to ber ſelf, 


Principia 


(116) 

Principio finding himfelf in the Preſene 
of Julietta, thought it not requiſite tg 
ſpeak to any other, e're he had firſt aſly. 
red herof his compliance with her Deſire, 
Approaching her with a Graceful Smile, 
he made her this Compliment, Madam, 
bave conſider d this Room with as much Reſped 
as if it bad been a Temple, and your Perſon 
leſs ;, fance it not only kept me from profaning 
the one, and offering any violence to the other, 
but alſo from revenging by that kind of Duc, 
which the Law permits between Gallants ani Wl 
their Miſtreſſes. Tulietta reply'd, being | WM con 
much, as J am, a Servant to Madam Lu- tha 
cretia, I have taken upon my Account the bis 
Aront you have done ber, wben ſhe would Di 
bave ſhewn you a Kinaneſs ;, never 2 Ls 


any Law that permits a Aan to revenge 
ſelf of a Lady by way of Duelling. | 
Lucretia, knowing that that indiſcreet 
Action of Fulietta's proceeded meerly from b 
her Jealouſy, would not be engag'd in her x 
Excuſe; ſo that ſhe very confidently made + 
Anſwer: thus: There was never ſo great « 


oblige you to take my Part with ſo much-Paſſion, 
in an Occaſion wherein I ſhould not have wanted 
Confidence to revenge my ſelf, But not know- 
ing any thing that ſhould oblige me to Fealouſy, | 
aud thinking not the Affrout done to me ſo great 


= \ 

Familiarity between us, Madam, as might | « 
1 

; 
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gs you would perſwade me it were; my Pre- 
ipitation was not accordingiy ſo great as yours. 
1 am very glad you make me the Riddle of your 
Interpretations 3 let them be thought ſuch by 
whom you pleaſe, but for my part, 1 bave al- 
EF rcady given them an caſy Solution, ſuch as none 
in the Company can be ignorant of. Tulietta, 
pot a little mov'd at the freedom of that 
Diſcourſe, would have reply'd ; but the 
Gentlewoman of the Houſe unwilling 
the Difference ſhould go any further, in- 
terrupted them, and oblig'd them to fix 
down; for ſeveral other Ladies were 
coming into the Room. Principio, was 
that Night, not only. very ſumptuous in 
his Apparel, but alſo full of excellent 
Diſcourſe ; inſomuch that there were few 
Ladies in the Company, who were not 
much taken with him, among whom Lu- 
cretia was the moſt concern'd of any. Her 
thoughts were full of what had happen'd 
between her and Julietta, and ſhe was now. 
reſolv'd to uſe all the Artifices ſhe could, 

to get away that Gallant from her; 

= wherein at laſt ſhe had her Deſire, as the 

Story hereafter mentions. All the Fa- 
vours which Principio receiv'd of his Mi- 
ſtreſs, were pay'g by her with extraordi- 
= nary demonſtrations of Affection; for in- 
deed the Lady had a greater kindneſs tor 

; | him 


1 
him than an other; though at that yer 
time ſhe lov'd another abſent Gentleman 
whom ſhe had granted more particula 
Favours than ever ſhe had Principio. ro 
the Gallant then abſent had received of he 


by way of Kindneſs, what in Matrimony 
is called due Benevolence, and conſe. 
quently had ſhe not been loſt to all Modeſty Wl 
ſhe-would have kept the Promiſe ſhe hai 
made bim; ſince the breaking of that an 
her own Reputation were not diſtind 
AQions. f 
This Gallant of hers, whoſe Name wa if 
Don Frederick, Dorella, had made a Journey il 
to Madrid, to proſecute a Suit of Law a 
gainſt the Count of Boceyna, his Uncle, for 
4a- conſiderable Eſtate in Lands, which a | 
laſt was decided in a Sovereign Council of 
Arragon. He was return'd to Valentia Bl 
with a Decree to put him into Poſleſſion | 
of the ſaid Eſtate which amounted to Two 
thouſand Crowns per Annum. Fulietta was 
extremely put to her Shifts, not knowing 
how ſhe ſhould keep in wich both theſ 
Gallants, and ſatisfy' them at the 'ſame 
time. She confider'd that her Honour was | 
-engag'd with Don Frederick, and her Love 
with Principio. Her Affections being ſo 
much the more heightn'd towards the lat- |. 
cer in requital of his aſſiduous Attendances, 
4 | as 


R_ 27> 
Jas it was remitted towards the former, 
by Reaſon of his Abſence; a thing not 
Iat all to be wonder'd at, ſince moſt Wo- 
men mind only preſent Objects. | 
= Burt as drowning Perſons will catch at any 
ting and the diſtreſs'd are commonly glad 
Jof any Advice; this Lady whom we re- 
preſented before, one of the greateſt 
= Wits of her Nation, reducd to this Ex- 
tremity, muſt needs adviſe with a Maid, 
& whoſe Fidelity and Secrecy, (be had great 
Aſſurance of; reſolving in her ſelf to find 
out ſome Expedient, whereby ſhe might 
W make ſure of the one and not loſe the o- 
ther. Ws 

She receiv'd Don Frederick into the 
Hovſe, in the Night, thinking ſhe could 
not civilly deny him the Reiteration of a 
W Kindneſs ſhe had once granted him: And 
W ſhe kept the other in hand with Love- 
letters, allowing him not to ſee her as 
often as he deſir'd, as well to add fuel to 
his Love, as that the other, whom fhe was 
more oblig'd to favour, might have the 
W freer Acceſs. Her excuſe to Principio was, 
that ſhe wanted not Over-ſeers; that her 
Friends were very ſhy in Point of Ho- 
nour; that one of them watch'd her Day 

and Night; and that the greateſt Pleaſure 
„be could do her, was, to forbear paſſing 

0 s . through 
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through the Street where ſhe liv'd, till ſhe 
had aſſur'd him that the Coaſt was clear. 
Friucipio, who had really lov'd her, and 
ſuſpected nothing of the Impoſture, eaſily 


her. 


whilſt ſhe by her cunning Inſiauation and 
| Artifices, endeavour'd to bring Principi 
into a Fool's Paradiſe, and make him be- 
lieve all proceeded from Affection. 

here happen'd about this time a Diffe. 


rence between Principio, and another Gen- 5 
tleman, of the moſt eminent about the 
City, whoſe Name was Don Renatus, as 
they were Playing at Tennis. Some 
Friends interpos'd between them, and 
*rwas conceiv'd they were made Friends; 
but the Reconciliation prov'd ſuch as nei- 
ther was ſatisfied. Principio was a Perſon | 
of a Generous open Nature, grounding | 


this Gallantry on the Employ ments he had 


credited all ſhe ſaid and punctually obeyd 


Don Bederick, was willing to requite | 
the Kindneſs he had receiv'd from her, by) 
marrying her; but having a Mother alive, 
who would not have been well pleas'd with [| 
that Marriage, he took Occaſion to put 
it off; hoping it would not be long ee 
ſhe were remov'd out of the way, as being 
very ancient. So that he paſl'd away the 
time very jocundly with bis Miſtreſs, 
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Can. © 
in Flanders; and imagining that no Man, 
having any thing to ſay to him, would 
do it otherwiſe than by . the ways of 
Honour. But his Adverſary conceiving he 
had more reaſon to be offended than tke 
other, who had not expreſſed ſo much 
Reſentment, ſmother'd his Malice, if 
hopes of an Opportunity, wherein he 
might revenge himſelf with Advan- 
tage. I 
| "Die Frederick, was gone to a certain 
= Place in the Country, where he ſtay'd 
three or four Days. Julietta who had a 
great Kindneſs for Principio, ſent him word 
te come to her Houſe in the Night, but 
ſo ſecretly and with ſuch Caution that 
none might perceive it; inasmuch as the 
Freedom ſhe gave him, concern'd her Re- 
putation in the higheſt Degree. The A- 
morous Cavalier obey'd her in this, as he 
had done in many other things ſhe had 
commanded him, coming thither at ſuch 
Hours as it was not likely any ſhould ſee 
him. , | 

Thus by his Credulity he promoted the 
Deſigns of this deceitful] Woman, who 
would craftily make the moſt of both her 
Gallants; ſo that, preventing their being 
Jealous of one another, nay, knowing 
that they were Rivals, ſhe gull'd them both. 
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Had ſhe been free to make her own Choice, 
no doubt ſhe would have pitch'd upon 
Principio for her Husband. But Frederick 
being afore- hand with her, ſhe could do 
no leſs, though it were only out of a fear 
to loſe bim, and prevent the Reproaches 
e might make her, than keep him Mill 
in play, and expect the performance of 
the Promiſe he had made to Marry her, 
as ſoon as his Mother were march'd off. 
But out of an apprehenſion that even then 
he might poſſibly break his Word with 
her, ſhe thought it Prudence to give Prin- 
cipio alſo a little more Line. Upon theſe 
Conſiderations ſhe ſuffer'd her ſelf to be 
Courted by both. | 
Principio being now more kindly enter- 
tain'd by his Miſtreſs than he had been, 
began to conceive a Hope to obtain of her, 
within a ſhort time, the grand Favour 
that can be expected from a Woman. But 
he reckon'd without his Hoſteſs; for it 
was her Fear that if ſhe oblig'd bim in 
what he ſo much deſir'd, he might become 
abſolute. Maſter of thoſe Inclinations, 
which ſhe had ſo dexterouſly divided be- 
tween them both. However, Priucipio 
paſs'd away the Time pleaſantly enough, 
during the abſence of Frederick; but as 
ſoon as he was return'd to . 
etta 
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— = 
lietta began to put on a greater Reſerved- 
neſs, and would not be ſo much as ſeen by 
Principio. She made him ſuch plauſible 
Excuſes for it, that he, loving her as he 
did, believ'd all ſhe faid, though not 
without ſome Svſpicion, that there might 
be ſomerhing elſe in the Wind : Upon 


which account he often diſguis'd himſelf, 


that he might, vndiſcover'd, viſit the 
Street where ſhe liv'd, in the Night. But 


he never could meet with any Perſon, of 


whom he might conceive any Jealouſy ; 
yet that Diſgviſe did him a Courteſy : For 


by that means he eſcap'd being diſcover'd 


by the Cavalier who ſought to be reveng'd 
of him, That he met not with Frederick 
in that Street, proceeded hence, that Ju- 
lietta, fore-ſeeing all Inconveniences, had 
order'd, that Frederick ſhould come to her 
Houſe, through that of a She-friend of 
hers, which was another Street, and had 
a Back-door, leading into a Garden, joyn- 


ing unto Julietta's, in whole Embraces 


ſhe ſpent the whole Night, 
It happen'd, one Night, that Principio 


being in the Street where his Miſtreſs 


lir'd; his Adverſary, Don Renatus, at- 


tended by two of his Servants, comes into 


it by another way, being not well aſſur'd 
it was he, they follow'd him at a diſtance, 
G2 being 


4134 

being loth to do another that Miſchief 
which they only intended bim. Principio 
at laſt obſerv'd them, and finding himſelf 
unfurniſhed with Piſtols, to deal with 
Perſons who never went without them, as 
having only his Sword to defend himſelf, 
he bethought him to make the Signal he 
Was wont at Julietta's Door, who as good 
lnck would have it, was come down Stairs, 
after ſhe had put Frederick into Bed. She 


looks out at the Window, to ſee what 


her ſecond Gallant would have, who, as 
foon as he perceiv'd her, deſir'd her im- 
mediately to open the Door, otherwiſe 
he was a dead Man, in regard Renatus his 
Enemy follow'd him, and he was deſtitute 
of Weapons to defend himſelf. The Lady 
imagin'd that Principio would only put a 
trick upon her, and only ſaid ſo, that he 
might be the ſooner admitted in. But 


Principio, with many Oaths, affirm'd he 


ſaid nothing but the Truth, and that Re- 


him. 


natus, with two others, were coming vpon 


Julietta, was extremely troubled at his 
Diſcourſe, and for Anſwer, told him, 
That a certain Gentlewoman of her a- 
quaintance was come to ſee her, and to be 
her Bed-fellow that Night, and that ſhe 
durſt not open the Door, leaſt ſhe * I 
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. 
ſee him. Principio preſs'd her the more to 
do it, aggravating the danger he was in, 
and charging her that ſhe had little Love 
for him, when ſhe deny'd him entrance 
into her Houſe in ſo great an Extremity, 

which the greateſt Stranger in the World 
would not have deny'd him. Julietta told 
him again, That ſhe could not do it with- 


out prejudice to her Reputation. That 


as to the Love (he bore him, he. needed 
not doubt of it, ſince it could not be 


greater than it was, and call'd Heaven to 


Witneſs, that ſhe was extremely per- 
plexed, that ſhe could not ſatisfy his De- 


fires. Principio told her, that ſince her 
Friend was in a Room above Stairs, ſhe: 
might without wy ſeruple open the Door, h 
4 elow, till ſuch time as 
be might retire with Safety. 


and let him ſtay 


Julietta ſeeing him ſo 1 importunate, ima- 


= £gin'd it proceeded from ſome Suſpicion: 
he had conceiv'd of her, and that he had 


ſeen Frederick, coming into the Hovſe, To 
be aſſured whether it were ſo or no, ſhe 


look'd into the Street, and ſaw the three 1 


Men who pur ſu'd him, and whiſpering 
one to another; as being in ſome uncer- 
tainty whether it were the Perſon they 
look'd for. Theſe Circumſtances fully 
ſatisfied her, that Principio was in very 
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great Danger; and to find ſome Expedi- 
ent to give him Entrance, ſhe bid him ex- 

pect a little with Patience, and ſhe would. 
Tee whether (he could open the Door. She 
went up Stairs to ſee Frederick, who, won. 
dring at her ſtay, ask d her what occa» 
| fion'd her going down. She told him, her 
Aunt was not fall'n a Sleep, and that ſhe 
could not come to Bed, till ſhe were. De- 
firing him to have a little Patience. 
Having thus ſatisfi'd him, ſhe went into 
another Roow, to conlider with her ſelf 
what might be done in fuch an Extremity, 
On the one ſide, ſhe ſaw Frederick poſleſsed 
of her Bed, a Perſon of a fantaſtick Hu- 
monr, yet one whom ſhe was engaged to, 
and. had made Maſter of the moſt precions 
thing ſhe had, and ſtill humour'd out of 
a Hope to be one Day his Wife; ſo that 
her Honour was on his part. On the o- 
ther, the Love ſhe bore Principio would 


have prevailed with her, not to ſuffer him 
to.be aſſaſſinated by his Enemies, which he 


muſt run the hazard of, if ſhe reliev'd him 
+» not, It being in her power to do it: So 
that ſhe was ſtrangely diſtracted, not 
knowing whether ſhe ſhould follow the 
DiQates of Honour, or thoſe of Love. 
At laſt, after divers Conſiderations, that 
ef Honour prevail'd with her, and oblig'd 


her 
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her not to receive Principio into the Houſe. 
For if ſhe did, the reflected, That her 
Reputation would be endanger'd two- 
ways; one, that it could not be done with- 
out Frederick's hearing of it, who would 
thence take Occaſion to break his Promiſe z: 


r WW another, that if Principio were purſued by- 
e his Enemy, and that he ihovld ſee him 
come into her Houſe, he would be apt to 

= make an ill Conſtruction of ir, and that 
© mightcome to the Ears of Frederick, even 
though he ſaw him not. 


Having thus reſolv'd to ſtick to the 
ſurer ſide, ſhe went down Stairs, and find- 
ing Principto [till at the Door, My deareſt 
Love, (ſaid ſhe to him) Heaven's my Wit- 
neſs, how willing I am to ſatisfy your Deſires, 
by giving you Entrance, not only into my. 

| Houſe, but even into my Heart, which is ab- 
ſolutely at your Diſpoſal. I ſee you are pur- 
ſud, as you told me, but it would be too great 

an Inconvenience to me, that you ſhould be 
ſeen coming into my Houſe at ſnth an unſea- 
ſonable Hour ; being a Per ſon yet ſo unblemſh'd. 
in my Reputation as I am. I beſeech you con- 
ſider with your ſelf wbat Diſcourſes it miglt 
occaſion ;, beſides my Friend, who is my 'Rea- 
fellow this Night, is awake, and as Women 
are extremely inquiſitive, ſhe will be deſirous 
to know the Occaſion of my ſtay, and who bas 


5 „ 
| kept me ſo long from ber; for theres away 
great familiarity between us. Pardon me there. 
fore, that I caunot grant your Deſire ;, it is 
the greateſt Affliction imaginable to me, that 
1 muſt leave you in ſuch a Danger; but re. 
Necking on that of my Reputation, I know you 
would not have me to bazard it, ſince I doubt 
not but you are ſo generous, as to prefer my 
Honour before your own Life. 
* This unworthy Treatment from his Mi. 


ſtreſs, in ſo preſſing an Extremity, went A 
to the Heart of Principia; nay he was ſo co 
ſtartled to find himſelf thus deceiv'd, that | af 
it would not have troubled. him much if I w 
Renatus had ſet upon him, that he might d- 
be revenged of the Affront done him | uw 
by Julietta, by dying before her Eyes. þ 
I ſhould never hade imagin'd, (ſaid he h 

parting from her) that you could have been 
jo Barbarous, as- to put me off. ſo poorly in ſo C( 
dangerous an Exigency, or ſo inexorable, fe 
upon the Entreaties of ſo faithful a Servant. ti 
you ever bad any real Kindneſs for me, that f. 
Reputation you ſtand ſo nicely upon, would t 
luxe run no Hazard, either as to your Friend, L 
| or my Enemy, by your rereiving me as 4 Hus- Y 

band, upon which account only I made my 

Adareſſes to you : Upon. which if you, un- ] 
grateful Woman, had entertain'd me, and | 
L 


ot inſiſted on frivolous Reſpects grounded on. 
3” .. ſuch 


Tor 
8 /uch Maxims as I cannot like, my Heart had 
at this time been abſolutely at your Diſpoſal. 
= Th make it deſervedly ſuch, bas been the main 
end of all my Couſbips and Services; but 
Heaven would not permit it, and ſince I could 
find no Compaſſion in your Heart, J will go and 
try what I may expect from my Enemy, with 
a Reſolution never to forget 3 Procedure I 
am ſo much aſtomiſh*d at. 3 
Julietta would have made him ſome 
Anſwer, and extremely mov'd at his Diſ- 
courſe, was reſolv'd to hazard all, to 
aſlure him of her Affection. But when ſhe 
went to call him, he was got a great way 
down the Street, purſued by Renatus, 
who being aſſured he was the Perſon 
— look d for, was going to ſet upon 
m. 5 „ 
His Reſentment of her Unkindneſs, 
conſidering the imminency of the Danger, 
ſeem' d juſt to her, and being extremely 
troubled thereat, after ſne had blam'd her 
ſelf, ſne quarrell'd at Heaven, which in 
the mean time ſecur'd her Lover from 
Danger, and reſerv'd him for happier Ad- 
ventures. 1 
Renatus coming within Piſtol- ſnot of 
Principio, perceiv'd that he had met with 
bis Friend Don Alonzo, who with his 
der vant, was going home to his Lodging, 
G 5 which 
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_ prevented him from executing his 
gn. For Renatus being, in appearance, 
— Thin before ſeveral Perſons, recon. 
ciled with him, all would have blam'd him, 
bad be aſlaulted him upon the old Ac. 
count ; eſpecially at Advantage, and with 
Fire-arms. So that ſeeing he had loſt 
fuch a fair Opportunity to revenge him- 
ſelf, he ſlip'd aſide, to avoid being known, 
imagining he had not been diſcover'd. 
Principio related the whole Story to his 
Friend, and how he had been pur ſu'd thi- 
ther 3. which he much wondred ar, feeing 
Fenatus ſo little minded the Engagement 


Nick ſo cloſe to his Heart. 


It was by this time very late, and as ; 
well for that Reaſon, as to be fatisfied oft 
what he ſuſpected, Principio being near to 
Don Alonzs's Lodging, reſolv'd to take 
part of it that Night, which his Friend 
was very glad of. They got in, and-e're 4 
they lay down, they fell into Diſcourſe, | = 
about what bad paſs'd. Principio open d' 3 
himſelf to Don Alonzo, and acquainted 


Him how Affairs ſtood between him and | 
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be had made before ſo many Perſons of | | 
Quality, and that ſo flight a Buſineſs ſhould BY 


Tulietta, Don Alonzo had heard ſomewhat I 
of the mutual Love there was between 
ner and Fr ederich, and was vexed to ſce 


his 


Cuzr-)* 

his Friend had ſo far mis-placd his 
Affections, and partichlarly at the Re- 

ſolution he had made to marry her: 
Whereupon he could not forbear telling 
him what he heard of her and Frederick; . 
which Principio underftanding, he imme- 
diately preſum'd, that the reaſon why ſhe 
opened not the Door, muft needs be, that-. 
her former Gallant was with her. A 

thouſand Paſſages came into his Mind, 
but he particularly reflected on the Pro- 
hibition, which the crafty Gentlewoman 
had made him, of ſpeaking to her in the- 
Night, and that it was only ſince Frede- 
rick's return from Madrid: Upon which 

communicating his Thoughts to his Friend, 

they jointly concluded, that Frederick muſt 
needs be in the Houſe with her. To be 
fully aſſared of it, they order'd a Servant 
of Don Alenzo's to examine the Buſineſs, 
and to continue in the Street, till it were 
Day : And for further certainty, another 
Servant was appointed to ſtand Centry in 
the other Street, by which Frederick was 


W wont to get in at a Back-door, With 


this Precantion they went to Bed toge- 
ther ; but Principio was in ſuch a Diſtur- 
bance, that be could not ſleep a wink. 
About half an hour before Day, one of 
the Servants brought Intelligence W 


( 132) 
had ſeen Don Frederick going out of the: 
Houſe belonging to Fuketta's Friend, and 
that about the ſame time, he. had ſeen 
Fulietta in one of the Windows that look'd 

- Into that Street, looking on him as he 
went out, and that he was ſure.*twas no 
other than ſhe her ſelf. This Account 
ſatisfied Principio fo fully, that all the Love 
he formerly bore that impudent Woman | 
immediately vaniſh'd. — - 
* *Twas not imaginable, that Frederick 
frequented that Houſe upon the account 
of the Miſtreſs of it, who being turn'd of 
Fifty, could not be courted. by any. Gal- 
Jants, Beſides, ſhe had the Reputation 
of being a very Charitable Perſon in Love- 
affairs,-and was wont. to promote the 
Enjoyments of younger People, and to 
give excellent Directions how they might 
wu cautiouſly. Accompliſh their De- 

es. 
Tbe Night following, Principio would 
Himſelf, (from the Hovſe of a certain 
Friend of his) ſee Frederick getting into 
the Sanctuary of that. Charitable Sollici- 
Nreſs; and for his further Aſſurance, he 
lay perdve upon the Roof, whence. he 
diſcovered, That, that favoured Gallant 
continu'd there, till Word was brought 
nm, that he might make his. Entrance 
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ber ſelf to the Cenſures of ill Tongues, Tow 
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diſſembling Goſſip, would needs endea- 


'your to ſatisfy her Lover, as to the 
Diſtaſte he might juſtly have conceiv'd of 


her: To leave nothing unattempted, and 
to keep in as near as might be with all, ſhe 
ſent Principio a Letter by her Ser vant-maid 
in whom ſhe repos'd great Truſt, and. 
who was not a Stranger to the Loves of 
both the Gallants,_ and promoted the De- 
ſign of her Miſtreſs in abuſing them, for 
the Advantage ſhe reap'd thereby. Hear - 
ing ſhe ſtaid to ſpeak with him, he call'd 
her vp, and receiv'd from her. a Paper 


containing theſe Words, : 


Fulictta to Principio. 
I Should not think the Reſentment you juſtly 


| have apainſt me ſo great as I do, were 1 


able to expreſs the Trouble J am in to haue 
been the Occaſion of it. That I have not been 


ſo Compaſſionate, as the Exigency requir'd, be 


pleas'd to attribute to the Fenderneſs I bad for 
my own Honour; the Conſiderations whereof 
made me inexorable, I love you beyond m 


own Life; but one of my Birth and Sex may 


be pardon'd, if ſhe Sacrifice all tbings to the 
ſecurity of ber Reputation, rather than expoſe: 


may 


A 


(x34) 
way well imagine, when 1 denied you Entrance 
into my Houſe, that my good Name muſt run 
4 ſtrange bazard with that troubleſome Bed. 


fellow, whom, to my unhoppineſs, I was then | 


fore d to entertain. Notwithſt anding the Re. 
ſent ment wherewith you left me, you could not 
but obſerve the Diſtraction I was in M hence 
you may infer, bow thankfully 1 have ſince 
acknowledged the Indulgence of thoſe hig ber 
Powers, who reſcu d you out of a Danger, 
which I thought unavoidable. Tou could not 
bave loſt your Life in that Adventure, but 
mine muſt bave run the ſame bazard, and 
do not know any thing but Honor which 1 
' ſhould preſer before two things I account ſo pre. 


cions. Let me therefore Conjure you, to ſmo- 


ther your Reſentment of it, and to appeaſe 
your Indignation ;, which if I may obtain of 
you, I ſhall think all the Devoirs your Love 
may require little enongh to requite it. 
Compliance with my Deſires bercin will inform 
oe, what Tenderneſs you have for ber Satis- 
faction and Life, who prays Heaven to pre- 
; ſerve yuurs, as ſhe wiſhes it may bers, who 
boves you with all her Soul. . | 


JULIETTA, 


principio was extremely incens'd at this 
Letter, and. tho' he did all he could co 


diſſemble 


. . PB 


„ 
diſſemble it; yet the Maid looking on 
him very earneſtly during the peruſal; 
ſofficiently obſerv'd it in his Geſtures, 
He entreated her to walk into the Gar- 
den, and ſtay for an Anſwer; which was 
this. | HED 


To Jalietta. 


Our Satis factions, bitberro, baue ever 
| beigbened my Love, but this laſt bas 
wrought in me a quite contrary effect; for I 
know it to be as far from Truth. as I am from 
Diſſi mulation I never thought. my ſelf a 
Perſon to be entertain d only to paſs away the 
tedious Interval. of another Man's Abſence, . 
nor to at the ridiculous Part yau hade put 
me upon, only to come upon the Stage, be- 
tween the ſeveral Ads of your ſecret Puqſti- 
tutions, If it be any. Sati faction to. you, 
know, I bave diſengaged all Reſentments of 
your Hypocriſy, and fhall never complain of 
the frivalous Eluſjons, wherein you ſuffer d 
my Love to languiſh : No, I am more ab- 
liged to your Denzals, than ever I ſhould have. 
been to your Careſſes, My Life indeed would 
have been ſecured if you bad received. me into 
your Houſe ; but my Honour would have been 
irrevecably bt, if without my Diſcovery of 

it, you could have exerciſed your Charity on. 
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two ſeveral Perſons, the ſame Night. *Tis very 
probable - you loved me beyond your own Life, 
when being ſo cloſely engag d to another, you 
 tbought me tbe fitteſt Perſon in the World to 
male your Diverſion. I am really obliged to 
thoſe who intended to be my Murderers, ſince 
by. their means I came to diſcover your Im. 
poſture. Make ſure of that fortunate Gallant, 
whom your Charitable Neighbour was uſhering 
to your Bed, while I was knocking at your 
Door. Male ſure of him, perfidions Woman, 
and benceforth, keep all your Cares, and al 
your Careſſes only for bim. Live as bappily 
with him as the Conſcience of your Humanity 
towards me will permit, and never think more 
of Principio, who for his part, diſclaims all 
feature Thougbts of you. 


It was not long ere this Letter came 

to the Hands of Julietta, whom the Maid 
found in that Neighbour's Houſe of hers, 
through which Frederick had Acceſs to 
her. She receiv'd it with ſome diſtur- 
bance; and asking the Maid what Humour 
ſhe found him in, ſhe told her, that he had 
given her a very cold Reception, and that 
he expreſs'd nothing of the Kindneſs he 
was wont to do at other times. Julietta 

a little caſt: down at that Diſcourſe, I. 
Hum then, (aid ſhe) / am not to promiſe 
3 my 
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„ (1375 = 
my ſelf any great Satisfaction from this Letter, 
Having opened and read it, fhe was like 
one put into a fright, not able to ſpeak, 
Her Friend ask'd her what it contain'd? 
She thinking it too great a Burden, to- 
acquaint her by Word of Mouth, gave 
her the Letter to peruſe. The old Croney, 
no leſs diſturbed than the young Miſtreſs, 
| found, that Frederick's Love was diſco- 
vered to the great diſadvantage of her 
Reputation; inasmuch as it clearly ex- 
preſs'd, that it was through her Houle, 
Frederick made his Approaches to her 
Friend, whereat ſhe was extremely con- 
cern d. Julietta was ſo troubled at the 
Contents of that Letter, that ſhe curs'd 
the Day and Hour, ſhe had ſoffered Prin- 
cipio to Court her. The only Comfort ſnie 
could raiſe to her felf, was, that ſhe knew 
him to be of ſo generous a Diſpoſition, 
that, though he had a juſt Occaſion to 
be.incenſed againſt her; yet wouldhe con- 
ceal her weakneſs, and not publiſh the Core 
reſpondence there had been between them. 
= But Julietta's Unhappineſs was not come 
do its. full height, and the Malice of her 
ill Fortune thought not this A ffliction 


heavy enough. When the Wheel of that 
Vagabond Goddeſs begins to turn, every 


| $poak of it. brings a new Misfortune, one 
24M Diſgrace 


one end to the other, and withal, their 
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Diſgrace coming ſtill on the Neck i 
another. It happen'd then, that as th, 
. was coming out of Principio's Lodp. 

ing, to bring the Letter to her Miſtreſ, 
Frederick ſaw her with it in her Hand; lde 
having been careleſs to hide it, decauſe ſhe 
was diſ- ſatisſied with Principio, who had 
only that time omitted to make her ſome 
Preſent. Frederick immediately began to 
ſuſpect ſomewhat, and undiſcovered, fol. 

lowed her to the Houſe where Fuliett 
was, and got into one of the Upper. 
Rooms, without any one's taken notice of 
it ; the Maid by a fecond over-light, 
having left the Door open: He ealily ſaw 
what Saſk, he heard the Letter read from 


2 Diſcourſes, and Comments upon 
the affficted Lady burſting forth into 
— at every Word, and not ima- 
gining ſhe was over - heard, ſhe ſufficiently 
expreſs'd her Reſentment 'of ſo preſſing a 
Misfortune. 
The Gentleman in the next Room, who 
would have been glad of any Occaſion to 
break the Promiſe he had made to Marry 
her, (for a Lover once admitted to En- 
joyment has other guiſe thoughts than he 
who is ſtil] kept in Hope) hearing all theſe 
. 2 them a very fair 'Pre- 

| tence. 
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tence to diſ-engage hiraſelf, He therefore 
goes very confidently into the Room, 
where they were, and add reſſing bimſelk 


| 5 Fulictta, who was moſt ſtartled at his 


preſence z I expetted, (ſaid he) conſidering 
the mutual Obligations between us, that you 
| would hade correſponded thereto, with a Sin- 
cerity ſuitable to my Deſires, which aim d only 
at this, to ſee us = Day united by Marriage, 
and 10. enjoy thoſe Pleafures lawfully, and wi h 
out any Sting or Remorſe, which we have, 
upon hopes of the Accompliſhment of that Sa 
cred Tye, preſum d to anticipate, But ſince, 
ungrateful Creature, I find you loft to all 
Mode y, and have en — ar new Gallants, 
I am free, to diſpoſe of my ſelf as I ſhall think 
moſt convenient; ſince it were neither juſt, nor 
rational I ſhould be inſeparably bound to a Per- 
fon, deſtitute of all CondutF, and Honour, 
and ſo kwue the reſt of my Days in perpetual 
* es and Diſtruſt. 

Having ſo ſaid, he left the Room, a 
; little troubled at the Diſtraction of the 
Woman, but well ſatisfied in bis own 
5 Thoughts, that he had drawn his Neck 
out of the Collar, that is, ſhifted himſelf 
ont of an Affair, which bred him a great 
deal of trouble; ſince his Proſecution of 
it to that point, had been with the diſ- 


approbation of his Mother. Tis not 4 
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be imagin'd, that the Conſtancy of any 
Woman, ſhould be able to endure 4 
great a ſhock of Misfortune. Julietta fel 
into a Swoon between the Arms of her 
Friend, and continu'd in it a long time; 
but at laſt being come to her ſelf again, 
ſhe ſpoke ſoch things as rais'd a great 
Com paſſion in her who heard them. She 
ſought for Remedies to her Miſery, and 
not finding any ſtrong enovgh to re. 
engage Principio, who was acquainted with 
her former Engagement, nor yet to bring 
back Frederick, whom ſhe knew ſhe had 
offended ; ſhe was not able to- ſmother 
the Grief ſhe conceiv'd to find her ſelf fo 
juſtly lighted by both. She imputed all 
her Misfortune to her own Misgovern- 
ment of her ſelf. Whereupon ſhe fell a 
tearing of her Hair, and ſpoke whatever 
Rage could inſpire into a Woman —_ 
rated in the higheſt Degree. . 
She paſs'd away the reſt of the After. [1 
noon in continual Diſquier, not finding 
any Comfort in either. her Friends Dif: 
courſes, or her own. In the Evening, 
ſhe went to her own Houſe, but her Di- 
ſtractions went along with her; ſo that 
it is not to be imagin'd but the Night 
prov'd as reſtleſs as the Day had been Un-- 
fortunate, Let us a while leave * 
| * 
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her Bed, formerly the Receptacle, -but 
now the ſecret Remembrancer of her for- 
mer Miſcarriages, in the midſt of her 
Troubles and Tranſportments, and give 
an Account what became of Principio. 
As ſoon as he had diſpatch'd away the 
Maid with his Letter to Julietta, he ſat 
down a while to conſider with himſelf 
what Courſe he ſhould take; for he ſaw 
there was nothing to be expected there, 
and that it was not for his Reputation, to 
continue bis Viſits any longer, He had 
always a great inclination for the Fair 
| WH Zucretia, ever ſince ſhe had occaſion'd Ju- 
betta to break forth into that extravagant 
| WW Diſcovery of her jealouſy: He conlider'd 
fhe was a Gentlewoman Nobly deſcended, 
and of a great Fortune; and thereupon: 
be reſolv'd to make his Addreſſes pub- 
lickly to her, by demanding her in Mar- 
riage of her Father and Brother ; which 
they, upon the firſt Motion, very wil- 
| lingly granted, even with great demon- 
{trations of Gladneſs ; inaſmuch as Prin- 
cipio was a Perſon generally belov'd in his 
Country, as being endu'd with thoſe Qua- 
lities, which deſerv'd the Reſpects and 
Eſteem of all. The Contract of Marriage 
was ſoon drawn up, and the Buſineſs im- 


aediately ſpread over the whole City of 
| Valentia. + 
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| ſelf, charging Heaven with Injuſtice, ſome. 


whom his Mother had long before recom- 


known all over the City, and it was not 


break the Promiſe he had made to her; 
conceiving ſhe had ſufficiently oblig'd him JI © 
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Falentia. But when this News came to the 
Ears of Julietta, imagine whether ſhe wert 
not extremely troubled thereat ; nay fo 
much the more, in that he pitch'd on the 
Perſon, whom of all the World ſhe had 
moſt reaſon to hate, ever ſince that 
fatal Meeting, wherein ſhe had expref. 
sd ſo much Indiſcretion. She ſaid ; 
thouſand things againſt her, and made 
many Imprecations againſt him and her 


times bemoaning her ſelf, and ſometimes 
Curſing her Misfortune. But it was not only 
one ſhe had to Curſe; for the very ſame Day 
it was ſeconded by another, yet greater; in- 
aſmuch as Frederick having had a plauſible 
Occaſion to break the Promiſe he had 
made to her, treated about a Marriage, 
with another Fair and Rich young Lady, 


mended to him: The Conſtract was ina ' 
few Days drawn up, and though done as ill ** 
ſecretly as could be; yet was it ſoon MW” 


long e're the News came to the Ears of | 
Julietta. She ſtil} retain'd a flender ſha- F 
dow of Confidence in the Love of Frederick, “ 
which made her imagine he would not [MW * 


- thereto 


N Z > Rm 
thereto by the higheſt demonſtrations of 
Loveand Tendernels. 5 

Thus ſhe flatter'd her ſelf, till the very 
Day that ſhe was clearly convinc'd of the 
W.ontrary, by ſeeing his Marriage con- 
cluded, and her ſelf abſolutely forſaken ; 
but reflecting on the other fide, what an 
unworthy breach of Truſt ſhe was guilty 
of, towards him, to whom ſhe had de- 
voted her Honour; how could ſhe imagine 
he ſhould not leave her in the lurch? 
How could ſhe expect, if he married, he 
ſhould be able to live with her in perpetval 
Diſturbances and Alarms? The very Day 
that certain News was brought her of this 
Gentleman's being Married, ſhe fell into 
ſuch Extravagance; that ſhe would be re- 
veng'd of her beautiful Face: She gave her 
ſelf ſeveral Blows, tore her Hair, and did 
all the Actions which could only proceed 
from Madneſs and Deſpair : Her fair Eyes 
became two Fountains, perpetually run- 
ning; and when her Sighs and Grief gave 
ber a little freedom of Speech, Wretched' 
Vonan that I am, (would ſhe ſay) of whom 
all good Fortune bas taken its laſt leave; Hon 
deſervedly is thy Ingratitude requited with In- 
gratitude ? How juſtly art thou puniſhed, for” 
having kept thy Faith to a baſe, treacherous, 
and perfidious Perſon, after thou badſt en- 

. | ruſted 
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truſted bim with the diſpoſal of the deareſt 
thing thou hadſt in the World ? Thou. ſeeſt, be | 
dentes the Debt; thou ſeeſt be pays it with In. 
conſtancy and Oblivion : Let all eaſy-natur d. | 
and incon/iderate Women take Example by A 
me; let thoſe, who, deluded by Flatteries, and 
fair Careſſes, are drawn in to loſe what they 
ſhall never recover again, caſt their Eyes on 
my Miſery, and then Conſider whether there 
be any other in the World, whoſe Afliction may 
be compar d to mine, I wiſh for what all others 
abbor, Death; but it is deaf and inexorable, 
nay flights me, and will not come and put a 

Period to my Trouble. 
Having thus bemoan'd her {elf into 
ſame remiſſion of her Grief, ſhe went to 
ſee her Friend, through whoſe Houſe Fre. 
derick came into hers ; who though ſhe 
endeavour'd all that lay in her power to 
comfort her, yet was her Trouble fo 
great, the Cauſe of it fo preſſing, and ſo 
little hope of any Remedy; that all her 
Remonſtrances prevail'd nothing. The 
only Expedient that ſeem'd then to offer 
it ſelf, was to forbid the Banes, ſince there 
was ſome ground to do it ; but what 
Proof could be made of ſo ſecret a Love, 

-without any Promiſe of Marriage in Wri- 

ting, or any Teſtimony, but that of a 

| Servant-maid, who belonging to her, 
would 
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would not have been ſo eafily credited? 
The laſt and ſureſt Expedient this unfor- 
tunate Woman could pitch upon, was to 
become a Nun; upon which Account ſhe 
vas received into the Royal Monaſtery of 


Z iida, three Days after the Marriage of 


Frederick had been fully concluded. 
This ſudden change occaſioned a great 
deal of Noiſe and Diſcourſe. in Yalentia : 


All wondered at it, eſpecially thoſe who 


knew her to be one of the handſomeſt, and 
the gayeſt Lady in Valentia. 

It was indeed a kind of Miracle, to ſee 
a young Lady, who ſpent her time ſo 
paſſionately at Balls, Plays, and other pub- 
lick Meetings; exchange all thoſe nobler 
Enjoyments of Life, for the imaginary Fe- 
licity of Mortification and Retiredneſs. 


This ſudden Reſolution was attributed, at 


firſt, not to the true Cauſe thereof (for 
things were carried ſo cloſely, that very 
few knew it) but to the ſecret Inſpirations 
of that Wind, which blows where it liſt- 
eth, and is pleaſed to amuſe Mankind with 
the ſtrange Ways it takes, to tranſplant 
the Affections of ſuch as are ordained to 
Eternal Bliſs, from the tranſient Vanities 
of this World, to the conſtant purſuance 
of the perpetual Joys of a better. 


H ; Thus 
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Thus this Lady met with a kinder Spouſe 
than ſhe could have expected elſewhere, 
and ſpent the reſt of her time with great 
Content; Bleſſing her former Afflictions, 


and the Croſſes of her Love, which had 
brought her to the Tranquility ſne now 


enjoyed. 

Frederick had a Wiſe, but Heaven was 
pleaſed to puniſh his Perfidiouſneſs, with 
Her Barrenneſs ; for ſhe: bore him no Chil- 
dren, and inſtead of the great Fortunes 
he expected with her, he had many Baggs, 
full of Law-ſuits, Troubles and Diffe- 


rences with other People, and not a few 


Diſcontents with his Wife. He wiſhed, 


but too late, that he had choſe rather to 


have entered into a Monaſtery, than into 


Matrimony, the Inconveniencies whereof 


ſufficiently convinced him, that Julietta 
had made the better Choice. 

On the contrary, Principio was the hap- 
pieſt Man in the World in his diſpoſal of 

himſelf : His Lucretia brought him many 
ine Children, and by the Death of ſome 
Friends, a far greater Fortune than he 
conld have expected, 

This pleaſant Novel entertain d the Com- 
pany till they came to their Inn that 
Night. Every one took Occaſion to com- 


amend the Doctor, as well for the ſmart- 
neſs 
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neſs of his Invention, as for the Excellen2 


cy of his Style. The old Gentleman told 
him, that if the whole Piece were anſwer- 
able to the Pattern he had ſhewn them of 
it; no doubt but his Novels would be ve- 
ry well received in the World, and that 
he would gain as much Reputation by 
them, as they had had Pleaſure. And 
thereupon, he earneſtly ent reated him to 
Communicate ſomewhat of the others to 
them, that fo their Travelling might be 
the leſs tedions. The DoQor gave him, 
and all the reſt of the Company his very 


hearty Thanks for the good Opinion they 
bad of him, and proffered them, when 


they ſhould be weary of Diſcourſing, to 


divert them with ſome of the other No- 


delt, *till they came to their Journey's 

end, provided they thought them not te- 
dious. They all, with much Gladneſs and 
Thanks, accepted of his Proffer. 

Being come within a Muſquet-ſhot of 
the ancient City of Corduba, heretofore 
the chiefeſt of the Kingdom, while the 
Moors were poſſeſſed of all Spain; after 
Sun-ſet, an unexpected Accident cauſed 
them to make a little halt. Two Gentle- 
men being come ont into the Fields, upon 
a Challenge, which one had ſent to the 
other, and having Fought, one of them 
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as worſted, being run through the Bo- 
dy in two ſeveral places; which had ob- 
liged his Adverſary to make his Eſcape, 
to get into ſome place of Sanctuary. The 
wounded Perſon cryed out for ſome Body 
-to receive his Confeſſion, juſt as the Coach 
paſſed by : Which being heard by the Com- 
pany, Doctor Monſalva, who was a Prieſt, 
and a Confeſlor, could do no leſs than get 
out, accompanied by Garay, and Miſtreſs 
Kufina, who had a great deſire to ſee the 
wounded Man. They came to him, and 
as ſoon as the Doctor had received his 
Confeſſion, and given him Abſolution, he 
1oſt his Speech, being ſupported by Garay. 
The Doctor returned to the Coach, and 
having called ſeveral times to Rufina, 
Who pretended ſhe could not get away 
\Garay, the Coachman perceiving it began 
to grow dark, put on the Horſes, having 
ſent them Word what Inn they ſhould 
take up. Rufina was much troubled to ſee 
the Coach gone, having left her and Garay 
behind; they  charitably Exhorted the 
dying Perſon to recommend himſelf to 
the Mercy of Heaven. But he was ſo far 
gone, that to ſpare them further Exhor- 
tation he gave up the Ghoſt. They were 
much troubled, what they ſhould do with 
he Body, when certain Officers of Juſtice 


came 
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came in, who having at a diſtance” ſcett® 
the dead Perſon in the Arms of Garay,- 
and a Woman ſtaading by, and had No- 
tice before that two Men were ſeen going 
out of the City, with a deſign to Fight a 
Duel; preſently imagined that Garay was 
one of them, and conſequently the Mur- 
derer of the other. Upon which Pre- 
ſumption, he was ſent to Priſon, and Or- 
der given to the Jaylor to put him faſt” 
enough, Rufina had more favour, being 
confined in the Hovſe of one of the Offt-- 
cers, who was to have a care of her forth 
coming. They both uſed all the Argu- 
ments they could to clear themſelves, from 
having any thing to do with the Murder; 
alledging upon what Occaſions they came 
to the Body: But their ow-n Words would 
not be taken, and it was preſumed, the 
Duel had been upon the Account of Ruf- 
na. The Judge ordered her to be brought 
to his own Houſe, to be further Exami- 
ned, which was accordingly done. When 
ſhe came thither, there were in the Room 
| ſeveral Gentlemen, and among others, a 
Florentine, a very rich Merchant, whom 
ſome Buſineſs of his own had brought thi- 
ther: They had no ſooner ſeen Rufina, 
but they all admired her Beauty, and the 
Majeſty of her Air; but the moſt ſatisfied - 
__ H 3 of 
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of any was the Florentine, who, to give 
him his due, was of a very amorous Con- 
ſtitution. Rufina was extremely troubled 
that ſuch an Affront ſhould be done her by 
the way, as perceiving, that it they — 
ſtaid the next Day, they ſhould loſe the 
Opportunity of continuing their Journey. 
The judge put ſeveral Queſtions to her, 
concerning the Duel, and the Gentleman's 
Death; whereto ſhe anſwered, That ſhe 
knew nothing of it, and that ſhe was co- 
ming in the Seville Coach, to go for Ma- 
Grid, accompanied by ſome other Perſons 
then in the Inn, whom ſhe named; that 
as the Coach paſſed by, a certain Perſon, 
who had been Wounded upon the High- 
way, not far from them, called ont for 
ſome Body to receive his Confeſſion, and 
that a Prieſt, who was with them in the 
Coach, went out to do it, with whom 
alſo ſhe went out of Curioſity, accompa- 
nied by an Unkle of hers, who came along 
with her. They ordered, in regard it 
was grown late, to adjourn the Buſineſs 
ill the next Day, that a more exact En- 
quiry might be made into it ; and in the 
mean time, that all who came along with 
the Coach, ſhould not ſtir from Corduba, 
Abart Permiſſion, This done, Rufina 
was brought back to the Officer's 1 

Wnere 
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where ſhe was to continue that Night- 
The Florentine, who lived not far from it, 
accompanied her; but though he had lived 
at a far greater diſtance, he would have 
thought it no great way to wait on a La- 
dy, with whom he was already over Head: 
and Ears in Love. Taking leave of her 
at the Officer's Houſe, he proffered her all 
the Services lay in his Power, for which: 
ſhe thanked him, yet taking it for no more 
than a Compliment, The Vexation ſne 
conceived at her being thus unexpectedly. 
ſtayed, brought her into ſame Fits of a 
Fever, the firſt of a Tertian, which ſhe- 
afterwards fell into. | 
The next Day, all the Perſons who 
came in the Coach, being Examined, gave- 
the ſame Account as Rufina had done be- 
fore; whereupon Garay was ſet at Liber-- 
ty. Other Witneſſes alſo, who knew ſome- - 
what concerning the Duel, were heard, 
and gave the Judges a perfect Knowledge 
of the Murder. Garay went immediate- 
ly to viſit Ruſina, expreſling himſelf ex 
tremely troubled at her Indiſpoſition : He 
did all he could to cheer her up, that they 
might proſecute their journey: But the 
Phyſician, who had viſited her, adviſed 
her not to remove thence, till ſhe had 
recovered from her Fever, and told her, 
H.-4.; thar 
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that ſhe could not Travel any further; 
without hazard of her Life ; which being 
fo, the Coachman was forced to leave them 
behind, but they were adjudged to de- 
fray the Charges of their ſtay, and he to 
deliver up what they had in the Coach, 
The Florentine came often to ſee the fair 
Traveller, at the Officer's Houſe, and be- 
gan to treat her very nobly ; an Humour 
the more remarkable in him, who for 
ſordid Niggardlineſs might be compared 
to the covetous Aarquino But Love, tho? 
but a ſmall Deity, yet many times does 
very great Miractes, turning Avarice into 
Prodigality, and Cowardice into Courage. 
Rufina kept her Bed fifteen Days. during 
which time ſhe was conſtantly viſited by 
Seignior Nicola, (ſo was called the amo- 
rous Florentine) and after the Viſit, came 
in a Servant with a treat of Sweet- meats, 
and wild Fowl, which the Officer and his 
Wife were glad to fee ; for the beſt Share 
fell to them. At laſt the Lady, with her 
Health, recovered alſo her good Com- 
plexion, and her Beauty, and the Floren- 
tine continuing his Civilities, proffered 
her a Houſe with a fair Garden,' which he 
had on the ſide of a pleaſant River. Ga- 
ray, whom ſhe called her Unkle, adviſed 


Her not to refuſe that Proffer; for he had 
diſcovered 
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diſcovered the Man to be extremely in 


Love with her, that he was very Rich, 
and that they might get as much out of 
the Florentine, as they had out of the co- 
vetous Marquino. Rufina accepted the 
Proffer, and ſer things in Order to go to- 
the Florentine's, and to continne there *till 


ſhe had recovered her ſelf ſo well, as that 
ſhe might proſecute her Journey. The 


Florentine would not have it known at Core 
duba, that he had brought her to his 
Country-Houſe, to prevent Peoples talk, 
and other Inconveniences that might have 
enſued. So that, with the conſent of Ru- 
fina, he gave ont, that ſhe had left the 
City in order to the Proſecution of her 
Jouiney, Accordingly there were two 
Mules brought for her, and Garay, and 
two others to carry their Luggage ; and 
having left Corduba, towards the Evening, 
to blind the Eyes of the Inquiſitive, they 
kept on their Way towards Madrid - But 
having rid about half a League, they 
turned back again, and took up their Quar- 
ters at Seignior Nicolas, which was not 


above two ſlight Shots from the City. 
There he expected her, with a magnificent 
Supper, which he had provided. Here the 


Florentine diſcovered his Love to her more 
freely than he had done before. 
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As to his Perſon ; his Age was about 
Forty, and of a good manly Countenance, 
having buried bis Wife ſome two Years 
before, by whom he had no Children. He 
was a wholeſale Merchant, and Traded in 
all forts of Commodities, inſomuch that 
all the other Merchants, not only of the 
City, but alſo of other Places thereabouts 
came to him ; for he held Correſpon- 
dencesin all Parts: He was a very thrifty 
Perſon, nay, to give him his due Chara- 
ter, I ſhould uſe other Expreſſions : He 
had ſome yearly Revenue, beſides Twenty 
Thouſand Crowns in ready Money, and 
Sixty Thovſand in Credit, and his own 
Trading, which was very great: He was 
a great Student, and had Studied at Pavia 
and Bononia, before he became Heir to his 
Brother, who died a very rich Man in 
Spain, and that Inheritance it was, that 
occaſioned his Marriage at Corduba. He 
had ſo paſſionate an Affection for Rufina, 
that he uſed all the ways he could imagine 
to inſinuate himſelf into her Favour. Up- 
on that Account it was that he proffered 
Her the uſe of his Country Houſe, to take 
the Air, and recover her Indiſpoſition ; 
conceiving, that being at his own Houſe, 
it would be the more eaſy for him to com- 
paſs. bis Deſires. She had been told by 
- 1 Garay, 
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Zaray, that this Merchant was a well fea⸗ 


thered Fowl, and might be eaſily plucked, 


and fiace this good Luck had fallen to them 


by Chance, they ſhould make the beſt Ad- 


vantage they could of it. That Night 
they only Supped, and every one went to 
his reſt ; for it was very late. The Flo- 


rentine would have returned to the City, 


and lie there; but his Servants, whom he 
had before ialtruQed, perſwaded him not 
to go abroad at that unſeaſonable time of 


the Night, for fear of metting with any 


Thieves; beſides, there was a Preſs in 
the City, where many young Men preſu - 


med to do Miſchief in the Night, and 


Robbed all they met: At laſt, being per- 


ſwaded not to ſtir out, he was glad to 


paſs away ſome part of the Night in diſ-- 


courſing with Rufana, and being got to Bed, 


his Baſineſs was to conſider, by what 
means, and with deaſt Charge, he might 
obtain his Deſires of her. Several things 


came inta his Mind, but the eaſieſt he could 
find, ſoitably to bis Humour, was to for- 
get ber, and never think of her any more, 
For he knew the Age we live in to be ſuch, 
that it is a Miracle to get any Kindneſs in 


Love, without Liberality. The next Min- 


ing he commanded ſomewha: ſhovld- be 


made ready. for her Break faſt, not ima- 
gining 


* 
? 
i 
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Ding ſhe was up: But when word was 
brought him, that ſhe was out of Bed, 
the Florentine would needs go into her 
Chamber, to chide her for riſing ſo ſoon, 
and by that means to ſee whether Rufina's 

Beauty were any way obliged to Artifice. 
He found her a Combing her Head, and ſo 
had a full ſight of her Hair, which was of 
a:great length, and of a Cheſt-nut Co- 
 Javr; The Horestine gave Heaven thanks, 
who with ſo many other Perfections, had 
beſtowed.on her ſuch an excellent Head of 
Hair: But he was much more aſtoniſhed, 
when upon her dividing it into two parts, 
to make him an Anſwer, he ſaw her Face, 
25+ Beautiful as it had appeared to him 
when ſhe went to Bed; a thing able to in- 

flame a Perſon leſs inclined to Love, and 
more to Avarice than he was; inaſmuch 
as there is not a greater Charm, to ſecure 

"a Lover's- Heart, than to ſee that the 
Beauty of his Niſtreſs is Natural, and 
ſcorns to borrow any thing of Art. 'Rufina 
indeed was not much troubled to look af- 
ter Waters, Paints, Pomatums, Unguents, 
and ſuch things, wherewith ſuch Women, 
who ſtand in need of them, haſten on their 
Age with their Wrinkles, and loſe their 
Youth - e'er they are aware: She only 
a — her. ſelf in fair Water, and needed 


no. 
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no other Vermillion to heighten the Beaus 
ty of her Face, than that of her own live- 
1y Complexion. The Merchant asked whe- 
ther ſhe would be pleaſed to ſee the Gar- 
den ? She made anſwer, That ſhe was ex- 
tremely obliged to him for the Trouble 
he gave himſelf to divert her, and to ſa- 
tisfy him how kindly ſhe took that Favour- 
at his Hands; ſhe went along with him 
juſt as ſhe was, without putting up her 
Hair, which hanging down over her 
Shoulders added much to her Beauty, and 
it is not much to be doubted, but ſhe had 
a Deſign in it. She went down with this 
new Gallant of hers, who thought it an 
extraordinary. Pleaſure to have her by the 
Hand; and in that Condition ſhe ſaw the 
whole Garden, ſeeming to be much raken_ 
with the Delightfulneſs of it. 
Having, recreated. herſelf with him, 'till 
the Sun began to be ſomewhat hot; ſhe 
returned into the Houſe, and broke. her 
Faſt; after which, having diſcourſed of 
ſeveral things, ſhe deſired to ſee the whole 
Houſe. i 
The amorous Florentine wiſhing nothing 
ſo much as that ſhe might ſee his Wealtb, 
ſhews her a great Number of excellent 
Pictures, done by the beſt Painters in Eu- 
rape e Some very rich Pieces of Tapiſtry, 
. 
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Cabinets of Ebony, of ſeveral Faſhions, 
Embroidered Beds, and all ſorts of Houſ- 
hold: ſtuff of great Value; in a word, there 
wanted not any of thoſe things requiſite 
for the furniſhing of a Houle fic for a No- 
bleman. Having ſeen all the Rooms, he 
opened a curious Cloſer, near which there 
was a little Oratory, and in that Cloſet 
there were a great many Pieces of Paint- 
ing, done at Rome, of extraordinary Va- 
Iue, Agnus Dei's of Gold and Silver Gilt, 
and Flowers done as near the Life as could 
be imagined. The Cloſet was full of 
Books, very richly Bound, and neatly diſ- 
poſed into gilt Preſſes. Garay, who was 
acurious Perſon, and had read much, was 
looking very earneſtly on the Titles of the 
Books, which were in one Drawer; and 
having put that into its place, he rook 
out another, wherein there were others 
very curiouſly Bound, but had no Titles 
on the Backs. Garay opens one of them, 
and finds the Author of it to be Arnaldus 
de villa Nova, and near that were the 
Works of Roſino, Alquindus, and Raymundu: 
Tullius. ES _— 
The Merchant perceiving: him ſo taken 
up with the peruſal of thoie Books, asked 
him what he looked on ſo attentively. 17 
find vere, Sir, (replies Garay) a great many 
. Books 


(1599) 
Books of Chymiſtry, and from the Curioſity I 
obſerve in your Collection of Treatiſes of that 
kind, I infer, that you have ſtudied that Sci- 
ence : *Tis true, (ſays the Florentine) I/ bade 
ſpent ſome time in the peruſal of thoſe Au- 
thors : But bow far, I pray, are you acquain · 
ted with them? Only ſo far, (replies the o- 
ther) that I have ſpent the beſt part of my 
| Life in that Study. Nay then, (ſays the 
Florentine) you-muſt needs be a very great CH- 
miſt. I am not to acknowledge what 1 am, 
(replies Garay) we will Diſcourſe another time 
of theſe things more at large; for the preſent, 
1 ſhall only tell you, that befades theſe Authors, 
I bave read all I could ever meet with that 
treated of this Science, I have turned over 
the Works of Avicenna, Albertus Magnus, 
Terno, Pythagoras; the Secrets of Callie 
dus, tbe Book of the Allegory of Morillus, 
that of the Secret Stone, and that Entituled, 
de Tribus Verbis; beides many Manuſcripts, 
which I never ſhewed any Man, The Flo- 
rentine was almoſt out of himſelf for Joy 
to hear theſe things. I am extreamly glad, 
(ſaid he to him) that this Science pleaſes you, 
for I bave a particular Inclination for it. I 
know it very well, (replies Garay) (which 
he ſaid, having already reſolved how to 
put a Slur upon him,) but in regard I place 
a great Confidence in you, 1 will tell you a thing 


. 
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ill Succeſs he had had in chat Buſineſs * 
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in your Ear, which you will be much aſtoniſbed 
at : It is this, (whiſpering him in the Ear) 
that my Niece knows, without any Study, in 
a manner as mucb as I do of this Art, and 


is very Fortunate in the practical Part of it, 


as you ſhall ſee by Experience; but I intreat 


you not to ſpeak to ber of it at this time, for 


ſhe would not bave it known to any, nay, would 
not take it well. 

Garay could not have pitched upon a 
more likely way to bring the Florentine 
into the Gin ; for his Avarice was ſuch; 
that he would have parted with his Soul 
to find out the Philoſopher's Stone; ho- 
ping, if he once got that Secret, ever at- 
terwards to ſ im in Gold. 

Rufina buſied herſelf at the other end 
of the Cloſer, while Garay made this Diſ- 


courſe to the Florentine, and was looking 
upon ſome other curious and pleaſant 


Books; for there were of all forts: Yet 


ſhe was not ſo attentive, but ſhe heard 
ſomewhat of Garay's Diſcourſe concern- 
ing Chymiſtry, and perceived the Mer- 
chant was much taken with it: The Truth 


is, Garay had ſome Knowledge In that Sci- 
ence, and had ſpent a conſiderable Sum of 
Money, to find out the Philoſopher's Stone; 
which though many had ſought, yet could 
not any affirm they had met with it: The 


—— 
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ly ſatisfied him of their Folly, who ſpend 
their Time and Eſtates in fo ridiculous a 
Diſquiſition, and he was glad to meet with 
ſo good an Opportunity, to recover ſome 
part of the Money he had ſquandered a- 
way in the ſearch after it: For the Flo- 
rentine, crediting what was told him by 
Garay, imagined himſelf ſomewhat above 
a prince: He told him, that in that very 
Houſe, he had all things requiſite to make 
the Experiment; and thereupon brought 
him into a Room ſull of Furnaces, Alem- 
bicks, Claſſes, and Crucibles, with all the 
loſtruments uſed by the Chymiſts, and 
good ſtore of Charcoal. Garay ſeeing 


that, concluded, the Merchant would be 
eaſily taken, and what made him the more 


confident was, that he imagined he un- 
derſtood all thoſe Books; whereas Garay 
was ſatisſied he knew only ſo much of 
them, as would ferve to bring him into 
the Nooſe : In fine, they gave over · talk - 
ing of it any further at that time; though 
the Florentine was unwilling to quit the 
Diſcourſe. They went down thence in» 


to a Ground Room, the Windows where» 


of looked into the faireſt part of the Gar- 
den, where Dinner expected them, 
After Dinner, Garay pretending 1t was 


bis Cuſtom to take a Nap; left the Merchant 
88 alone 


- 
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alone with Rufina, to whom he took Occa. 
ſion to make a full Difcovery of his Loye, 
. aſſuring her, that all he had was at her Ser- 
vice, and deſtring her to diſpoſe of it as ſhe 
pleas'd. She ſeem'd to entertain the Proffers 
of his Affection with much Kindneſs, yet at 
that time ſhe only raiſed him into a light 
Hope ſhewing her ſelf very pleaſant to him, 
Having ſeena Lute in one of the Rooms 
above Stairs, ſhe deſired it might be 
brought down for Muſick, at which ſh: 
was Excellent, and contributed much to the 
bringing about her Deſigns. The Mer. 


chant, who had a little Skill at that In. 


ſtrument himſelf, was very glad to hear 


that ſhe uſed it, and cauſed it to be im- 


mediately. fetched; ſaying, that his De- 
ceaſed Wife, played excellently well up- 
on it, and that about a Seven-night before, 
having entertained ſome of his Friends 
with a Collation, they had ſet it in Tune. 
The Lute being come, Rufina began to 
play, and made it appear, that there were 


very few who could excell her at that In- 


ſtrument: The Florentine was aſtoniſhed 
at her Dexterity, and to bring him abſo- 
lutely to her lure, ſhe ſung an Air to it, 


and with ſuch a Grace, that he was at a 


loſs, whether he ſhould more admire her 
Hand, or her Voice: The Truth is, "ue 
5 1 + „ 
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had a particular Excellency in both; ſo 
that his exceſſive Commẽdations of them, 
were not meer Flattery. With a modeſt 
Blaſh, which ſpread itſelf gently over her 
Face, (a thing ſhe could command, though 
never acquainted with Shame) ſhe ſeemed 
to expreſs a certain Baſhfulneſs, and e're 
it was quite diſpelled, Seignior Nicola, 
(faid ſhe ro him) What I bave done was on- 
ly for your Diverſzon, be pleaſed to receive it 
with ſome regard to the Deſire I bad to en- 
deavour your Satisfaction; which yet I have 
not done, without much Temerity, before 4 
| Perſon of ſo delicate an Ear as you are Mas 
ſter of, and one, no doubt, wont to bear the 
beſt Voices in the World, I never beard any, 
(replies Nicola) tbat came near yours, and 
therefore I beſeech you, let not your Modeſty 
orcafion you: any prejudice ;, nay rather be 
Proud, Madam, of the excellent Endowments 
you bave fo liberally received from Heaven, 
and acknowledge the Favours it bas done you. 
Be more ſenſible of your own Worth, and think. 
my Approbation below it And yet when I was 
a young Man, I was much addicted to Mu- 
ſick, and ſome would needs perſwade me that 
my time was well beſtowed in it. I muſt con- 
jeſs, the Spaniſh Tongue comes not ſo natural 
to me as the Italian, the Graces and Beauties 


whereof, 1 have better Studied upon the The- 
| orbo, 
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orbo, wbich I am ſo far Maſter of, as in 
ſome Meaſure I may ſatisfy the Hearer, 
Whereupon perceiving that Rufina would 
have laid by the Lute, he deſired her to 
make uſe of it a little longer, and to ſing 
one Ait more, which ſnhe, to Humour him did. 

Nicola took occaſion to give his dear 
Rufina greater Commendations for the ex. 
cellency of her Voice than he had done 
before, and ſhe to renew her Thanks to 
him, for the Favour he did her. He thought 


it time to give her leave to take a little 


reſt, and he went himſelf into another 
Room to do the like. Garay on the other 
ſide, inſtead of Sleeping, was contriving 
how to get the Philoſopher's Stone, not 
for the credulous Florentine, but ont of 
him: He had ſo perſwaded him of his A- 
bilities, in that Science, that he deſired 
nothing ſo much as to be as knowing in it 
as he was, but all out of no other Deſign 
than to ſatisfy his own inſatiable A var ice. 
He imagined, that if he could find the 
Philoſopher's Stone, (a Rock rather, a- 
gainſt which ſo many have wracked them- 
ſelves) all his Hovſhold-ſtoff ſhould be of 
Gold, that he would be as rich as Creſus, 
and that the Wealthieſt about the City, 
compared to him, would be little better 


than Beggars. 5 
| Garay 
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Garay had alſo a long Diſcourſe with 
Rufins, about the means how they ſhould 
ger the Gudgeon into the Net. He gave 
her ſome Inſtruftions in Writing, that 
the Florentine might find ſhe knew ſome- 
thing of the Science, at leaſt the Terms 
of it : Rufina got them by Heart, and to 
begin the Cheat, Garay asked for ſome 
Links of a Gold-Chain, ſhe had brought 
from Seville: It was a large one, and if 
there were a dozen Links taken from it, 
they would not have been miſled : Being 
come into the City, he goes into a Gold- 
ſmith's Shop to melt down thoſe Links 
into an Ingot, Which he brought back to 
the Houſe, and communicated his deſign 
to Rufina. 
Nicola, who had ſlept all this while as 
ſoundly as if he had not been in Love, 
comes in to them, and they began to talk 
of ſeveral things, far from baving any Re- 
lation to the Buſineſs he had been about; 
which Garay did purpoſely to engage the 
other to fall firſt into that Diſcourſe. And 
indeed within a quarter of an Hour, he 
was gotten into the Subject of Chymiſtry. 
Garay diſcourſed of it after the rate of a 
Man that had ſpent bis whole Eſtate in 
the Work; inſomuch that Nicola was a- 
ſtoniſned thereat; for though he pretend- 
ed much Skill in the Science, yet could he 
| | not 
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not but acknowledge himſelf much Infe. 
riour to the other. Garap deſirous to give 
the Merchant all the Satisfaction he could 
deſire, told him that he could turn what 
Metal he pleaſed into Gold, The Foren. 
tine was raviſhed at the Propoſal, and ear. 
neſtly entreated him that he might ſee it 
done, Garay asked him whether there 
were any Charcoal in the Hovſe ; the Flo. 
a rentine told him there was good ſtore; for 
he had had the Curioſity to make ſome 
Trials thereof bhimſelft. 
They went up both into the Room 
where they had been before, and finding 
it full of Furnaces, Creuſets, Alembicks, 
and other Chymical Inſtruments ; Garay 
ſaid to him, Here we bave all things yequi- 
fate for the preſent. He cauſed ſome Fire 
to be brought, and having put a little 
Copper into a Creuſet to melt, the Flo- 
rentine {aw it melting: Garay took a Box 
out of his Pocket, wherein there was a 
Paper full of Powder, which he ſaid was 
the moſt principal Ingredient in the whole 
Work. He put it into the Creuſet, which 
having brought as cleverly as he could to 
the Window, he poured out the melted 
Copper, and put in the Ingort of Gold in- 
to its place; and when he had covered it, / 
he told the Florentine, that it ſhould not he 
be ſtirred thence for half an Hour: That v6 
| time 
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time they ſpent in Diſcourſing of ſeveral 
things in Chymiſtry, wherein Nicola de- 
red to make ſome further Progreſs, At 
laſt, Garay thought it time to ſhew him 
what he had done, and fo opening the 
Creuſet, he took out the Ingot and ſhewed 
it him. The covetous Miſer was tranſ- 
ported with Joy to ſee it, though he were 
not fully ſatisfied of its being perfect 
Gold. Garay wiſhed him to have it tried 
by a Goldſmith; which trouble he would 
needs take upon himſelf, and having found 
that it was very fine Gold, of Twenty⸗ 
two Carats, he returns extraordinarily 
well ſatisfied. While he was gone our, 
Garay inſtructed Rufina, how to effect their 
Deſign upon Nicola, who being more Co- 
vetous than Amorous, would have them 
immediately to begin the great Work of 
finding the Philoſopher's Stone. e pro- 
miſed Garay extraordinary Recompences, 
and told him, that he would be at the 
whole Charge, though it ſhould amount 
to Twenty Thouſand Crowns. Garay, 
who had contrived how he intended to 
gull the Merchant, returned this Anſwer 
to the great Proffers he had made' him. - 
Seignior Nicola, (ſaid he) I am now gone 
al moſt ſeven years beyond the grand Climacte- 
ric al Tear of my Life, which is as much as to 
tell you, that I have paſi d the greateſt — 
K ECL C 
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beſt Part of it. It were no bard matter for 
me, with the belp of the Science I am now 
Maſter of, to ſpend the little which is yet to 
come, at my eaſe, and it may be, more plen. 
tifully, than ſome of the N ealthieſt Grandees 
1 of Spain 5 and tbat 1 can be without any May's 
4 Favour or aſſiſtance, I think you may have 
= | obſerved your ſelf, And in regard 1 have no 
; Children, to inberit my Eſtate, which, I thank 
Heaven, is ſomewhat conſiderable alſo in 
1 Lands; the Main concernment I bave in this 

World, is to look after this young Woman, my 
+8 Neice. She is already but too Rich, in that 
' # {be bas all have, though her Father, (who 
1 was my Elder Brother) left her no mean For- 
i F tune. She might, bad ſhe a mind to it, be as 
I | Nobly Marry d as ſhe was before; for ber late 
$i Husband was defended from the Nobleſt Houſes 
= | | in Andaluzia, Nor were it bard for me to 
—_ add to ber Wealth, you know it; but ſuch is 
= | my Confidence in you, that J will tell you the 
| Reaſon why I do not, 

That 1 am the ableſt Alchymiſt in all Spain, 
5 is known to many, which being olſo come to the 
F | Ears of his Majeſty, J am ſought after every 
k where : But I bave hitherto bad the Happi- 

neſs to keep out of their Clutches, who are per- 
petually employed to find me out, baving ſpread 
a Report, that I was gone for England. 7. 
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is not out of any Contempt 6f the Honours and 
Wealth of this World, that I avoid the Searches , 


of 
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of thoſe, whom bis Majeſty bas enjoyn'd to 


bring me to him; but out of this Conſidera- 


tion, that I would not purchaſe any Favour 


witb the loſs of my Liberty : For I muſt expect 


no leſs, than to ſpend the reſt of my Days in a 
Noble kind of Captivity. I will expreſs my 
ſelf more clearly to you ;, his Majeſty bas at the 
preſent very great Armies on Foot in ſeveral 
Parts, which put him to a vaſt Expence, ſuch 
as bis own Revenue, and what comes from the 
Indies are not able to defray So that, to ſa- 


tisfy bis Ambition, he is forc'd to make uſe of 


the Induſtry of bis Subjects. Now were it my 
hard Fortune, to be found by thoſe who ſo nar- 
rowly ſearch after me; the King, knowing that 
with the Aſſiſtance of my Art, he might eaſily 
recruit the Charge be is at, would immediately 
diſpoſe of me into ſome Fortreſs, where being 
confined for the reſt of my Days, T ſhould be 
perpetually kept at Work, to augment bis Trea- 


 fures, and ſupply bis preſſing Exigencies, I 


ſhould not think, much to do it once or twice, 
but the Avarice of Men is grown to that height, 
that they are not ſatisfy'd with abundance, if 


they bave the leaſt Apprehenſion, that the 


Source of it may ever be dry d up. Thys is ibe 
true Reaſon Seignior Nicola, wbich obliges 
me to keep out of my own Country, and to Play 
leaſt in Sight; and therefore receive what I 
bave told you as a great Secret, ſuch as I ſhould 
not have i fo my own A” 

rs had 
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Had he been in the World : But 1 have that 
:Confidence of you, that you will never reveal it, 
Nicola return'd — his moſt A ffectio- 
mate Thanks far the great Truſt he re. 
Pos'd in him, and thought himſelf ſo 
Happy in the Diſcovery he had made to 
mim; that he conceiv'd the greateſt No- 
les might juſtly envy him. His Anſwer 
to him, was, That the Grounds and Mo- 
tives on which he conceal'd the excellent 
Knowledge he had acquired, were juft 
and rational ; ſince that no doubt but he 
. would be confin'd, though for no other rea- 
ſon than this, to prevent his carrying over 
ſuch a Secret into another Country, to 
ſerve a King that were an Enemy to his 
*Catholick Majeſty. He acknowledg'd him- 
ſelf infinitely obliged to him, and wiſh'd 
it were in his Power to ſerve him ; but 
Having only the Wealth he was poſſeſſed 
of to proffer him, he entreated him to diſ- 
ſe of it as freely as if ic were his own, 
oak ſince he had ſhewn him a Tryal of his 
Abilities; that he would not think that 
enough, but ere he left Corduba, would 
give him ſuch. further Inſtructions, as, 
being obſerved, he ſhovld not miſcarry 
in the great Work. Garay promiſed to 
ſatisfy his Deſires, telling him withal, 
that ſo precious a thing as Gold could not 
be gotten but with Gold, and that the 
Foundations 


C7 I71 » | 

Tons ations of all Deſigns require Charge; 
that the Philoſopher's Stone could not be 
found without Coſt and much Pains; that 
if he were reſoly'd he ſhould attempt 
the doing of it, he muſt be at the whole 
Charge, and that afterwards the Profit 
ſhould ' be equally divided, and that in 
a ſhort time he would be glutted with 
Wealth. 

The Florentine, raviſh' F at the Propo- 
ſal, proffer'd to ſpend all he was worth 
upon that Account. Rufina promiſed to 
aſſiſt them. Tay, (ſays Garay to her) there 
is ſuch a Neceſſity of your Aſſiſtance, that we 
ſhall not be able to do well without it, They 
thereupon reſolv'd, that within two Days 
they ſhould begin the great Work. Ga- 
ray told him, that the Principle of the 
Divine Elixir, (6 the Chymiſts call the 
perfection of their Work) was formed 
out of the ſolidity of Mercury, and other 
things which he nam'd to him, together 
with the Urine and Excrement of a Red- 
- hair'd Child; that all was to be put into 
an Alembick, with Powder of Alves, the 
infuſion of Opium, Toads-greaſe, Arſe- 
nick, and Salt Peter: But he hoped to do 
it chiefly with the Urine and Excre ments 
aforeſaid, which he order'd Nicola by all 
means to procure, as being the moſt ne 


ceflary Ingredient of all. 
I 2 He - 
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"He promiſed to procure it; and, to be. 
gin the Work, the Merchant deliver'd 
him Five hundred Crowns in Gold, to 
buy certain precious Drugs, which he ſaid 
were neceſlary: And this the Florentine 
did the more willingly, as well out of the 
Confidence he had to receive them mul. 
tiplyed into ſo many thouſands ; as out 
of a Deſign he had thought on the Night 


before, of making Rufina his Wife, and 


by that means aſſuring himſelf of Garay. 
'Whereupon that very Evening after Sup- 
per, he took occaſion to carry Garay along 
with him into the Garden, and acquainted 
Him with his Reſolution. The Alchymiſt 
thought it a good way to further his 


Work, and accordingly he approv'd of 


His Intention, and acknowledg'd it would 
he a great Honour to his Niece to e- 
Spouſe ſo worthy a Perſon ; but that there 
was one Obſtacle to be firſt removed. 
What may that be ? (ſays the other : ) Garay 
told bim, that his Niece could not be 
Married, till a Diſpenſation were firſt 
obtained from Rome, in regard, that out 
of the extraordinary regret ſhe conceiv'd 
at the loſs of her late Husband, ſhe made 
a Vow to enter into a Religious Life ; that 
the Occaſion of their going to Madrid, 
Was to receive fix years Arrearages of a 

Rent 


W 
Rent due to them from a Perſon of Qna® 

lity, who was very backward in paying; 
in Order to her Reception into a Nunne- 
ry; but that as ſoon as the Diſpenſation 
were come from Rome, they would con- 
clude the Marriage, which he doubted nor 
but ſhe would accept, not only out of the 
Compliance ſhe had ever expreſſed to- 
wards him; but alſo out of this conſide- 
ration, that ſhe was to Match herſelf with: 
a Perſon inclined to the Study of a Sci- 
ence, wherein ſhe had naturally attained" 
ſo great Perfection. Nicola was the moſt 
ſatisfied Man in'the World to have ſuck” 
a parcel of good Words given him; in- 
ſomuch that from that very Hour, Ggray 
became abſolute Maſter of all he was poſ- 
ſeſſed of. | 1d 8. 
Garay and Rufina having conferred Notes 
upon this new Overture, were more Con- 
fident than ever to compaſs their Deſign. ' 
He laid out ſome of the Money received 
of Nicola, in Drugs, perſwading him they 
were not to be had under ſuch and fuch 
Rates, He alſo furniſhed himſelf with new 
Furnaces, Creuſiblis, and Alembicks, pre- 
tending that thoſe in the Houſe before, 
were not for his purpoſe. In the mean 
time, the filly Merchant was enquiring up 
8nd down where * have t W 
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of a Red-headed Child, which he had 
much ado to get: For the Mothers fear. 
ing it was to be uſed in ſome Operation 
_of Witch-craft, would not eaſily let him 
| Have it; but Money is omnipotent, and 
can do any thing, Garay could have done 
as much in one Day as ina Hundred, 2s 
to the performance of what he had pro- 
miſed; but the poor Merchant muſt be 
fool'd ſome way or other, till he met 
with an Opportunity to ſmite him, and 
take a Dog's leave of Cordubs, with as 
much as he could ſhift away on two good 
Horſes, which lay leager in a ſecret Place 
for that purpoſe. He diſpos'd all the 
Diſt illations into the Furnaces, in the 
preſence of Nicola: He bought ſome Me- 


tals, as Braſs, Copper, aud Tin, ſeveral 


ſorts of Salts, and other things commonly 
uſed by Chymiſts; and ſetting Fire to. 
the Furnaces, they diſtill'd what had been 
put into them, but contributing nothing 
to the Buſineſs, and only to abuſe him, 
who was at the Charge of all the Foolery. 


As to Nicala's Love, he was much better 


treated: than he was before ; inaſmnch as 


ſince the propoſal of Marriage, Rufine the 


better to carry on the main Deſign, grew 
more kind to him; eſpecially in Garay's 
Abſence, which, the beſotted Coxcomb 
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was ſo tranſported with, that he knew” 
not whether his Head, or his Heels were” 
on the Ground. 
About this time Nicole receiv'd a Bilk 
of Exchange of a conſiderable Sum, to be 
pay'd within twenty Days after Sight. 
This, with the breaking of ſome of his- 
Debtors in other Countries, put him into 
ſome Fear of doing the like, if his At- 
tempts in Chymiſtry prov'd not ſucceſs- 
ful. But to prevent all Inconveniences,. 
he did what moſt of his Condition and 
Kidney are wont to do; who being upon 
the Poiat of Breaking, ſecure what they 
can of their Eſtates, that they may after- 
wards the more Commodiouſily remove 
into ſome other Country. So our Mer- 
chant, finding himſelf within ſome di- 
ſtance of Breaking, provided for the Mis- 
fortune, in caſe it ſhould happen, and ſo 
promoted the miſchievſous Plot of Garay, 
and Ruſina; whom he truly acquainted 
how Affairs ſtood with him, as if they 
had been his moſt faithful Relations. Ga. 
| ray had left in the Cuſtody of a certain 
Friend of the Merchant's, ee Sum of 
Money, and ſome Jewels of great Value, 
with Order they ſhould not be delivered 
to any, but to one of them two. Beſides 


which, he brought ſome to his Country- 
4 - 2 
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houſe, and hid them in a ſecret Place, in 
the Preſence of Nuſina, of whom he had a 
Confidence, as if ſhe had really been his 
Wife. Garay, who was ſtil] buſy about 
his Diſtillations, put him into good hope, 


that within twenty Days he ſhould ſee 


the end of the great Work, and his Houſe 


full of Gold, to recover the loſs he had. 


receiv'd by his Debtors. | 

About this time, there happen'd a Bu- 
fineſs which oblig'd the Merchant to take 
a Journey, to adviſe with a Correſpondent 


of his, how to prevent the Misfortune 


he ſaw coming vpon him. Garay and Ru- 


the care of the Wolf) thought it a fair 
„ to decamp, and make the 
beſt tbey could of the prefent Game. 


ſome other things, they could not ſo con- 
veniently carry away, behind them, though 


with ſome regret; thinking it more Pru- 


dence to make a ſafe Retreat with what 


were conſiderable, than to hazard all, by 
graſping at too much. Having therefore 


' Joaden themſelves with what was moſt 
ecious, they left the Furnaces and the 
Alembicks, made the Philoſopher's Stone 
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Nina being entruſted with the Honſe, (which 
by the way was committing the Sheep to 


They ſecur'd all the Money, and Jewels 
they could come at, and left the Plate and 
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at the Coſt of the abſent Merchant, and 
took Horſe while the People of the Houſe - 
were faſt aſſeep. They took their way 
towards Malaga, and travell'd all Night, 
having about them above Six thouſand 
Crowns in Money and Jewels, and left 
upon a Table near the Furnaces, a Letter, 
to haſten the Credulous Merchant to hang 
himſelf, _ \ ; "2 
Two Days after their Departure he 
Returns home, very ill ſatisfyed with his 
ourney, in that he had not done any thing 
in the Buſineſs which occaſion'd it. All 
the hope he now had, was in his Uncle 


| | Garay; imagining by his means, he ſhould 


pet be able to ſhew his Head, and not 
only keep up his Reputation, but alſo be 
Richer than ever he had been; ſuch a 


8 ſtrange Miſt had the Witch-craft of Chy- 


miſtry caſt before his Eyes. He came not 
to his Country-houſe, till after Night, 
where he found the Servant whom he had 
left with Garay and Rufina; for the reſt 
of his People were in the City. The Ser- 
vant receiv'd him with a ſad Countenance, 
and being got up Stairs, he ask'd bim 
(fearing ſomewhat were amiſs) where 
his Gueſts. were, of whom the Servant 
could give him no Accouat ; as not having 
ſeen them when they went out, and could 
rs 7 only 
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"It ſay, that two Nights before they had 
lock'd him into the Room where he 
lay, which he had been forc'd to break 


open, becauſe he could no otherwiſe get 


out. They ſearch'd up and down, and 
found that the Cheſts had been open'd, 
and all the Mony convey'd away. This 


was not the worſt the Merchant feared, 


Money, and the moſt precious of his 
Houſhold-ſtuff. It being too late to 
make any Enquiry that Night, ke thought 
It his beft Courſe to go to Bed; but de- 


firous to viſit the Furnaces once more, 
he finds on the Table the Paper, left there 
by Ggray, which having open d he found 


in it theſe Lines. 


* 
Fug 
been ruin d by. their Faith, in things relating 
to their Trade : It was therefore but fit you 
Jhould repent of your Credulity, in a Buſi- 


neſs you . underſtood” not. It was indeed im- 
1 to expect? to ſee that done by any 
lan, in a. few 025 — the * wh 
as 


4 that they had alſo been with him, in 
whoſe Cuſtody he had greater sums of 


poſſible, fo be 1 #4 
Many of your Profeſſion, bave 
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has a greater Power over the Metal you were 
fo Covetous of, cannot perfect under Four or 
five hundred Years. Tour loſs, I muſt con- 
feſs, is great, laut you have this comfortable 
Conſider ation, That yon may now defy Chy- 
miſtry, and all its Cheating Profeſſors, to 
ſhew you ſuch another Trick as we have done. 
But, to avoid. all future Temptations, take 
this bearty Advice from two dear Friends 
Hours; put all the fine Treatiſes, you haus 
of that pernicious Art, into your Fitrnaces, 
and having ſet Fire to them, and your Houſe 
together, fairly run away .by the Light of 
&. moto; hav) P 


The poor Merchant had no fooner read 
them, ere he was Convinced, they were 
his kind Gueſts. who had robb'd him, and 
Extracted what he had in his Cheſts and 
Cabinets, with more eaſe than he had 
infus'd it into them. How he ſpent the 
Night, is only to be imagined ; being 
juſt upon the Point of Breaking, and not 
knowing any means to remedy it. All 
he had, was, that the Money, 
and Jewels which he had left in a Friend's 
Hands, were fafe enough; nay, he de- 
ſpair'd not to find out thoſe, who had 
done him che Miſchief. He turn'd him- 
ſelf from one ſide te another, not = 
+2443 1 


of any a he on'd by his 
Eove to the crafty Rufin a, (for . was 
abſolutely loſt with my Money) but that 


he had been ſo baſely trepann'd by a Beg- 
garly Raſcal, Then did he begin to. 


Curſe Chymiſtry, and all the Authors 
that ever Writ of it, whereas he ſhould 
rather have given Heaven thanks, who, 
by the Cheat which was put upon him. 
had prevented the Proſecution of his De- 
fign, which might have abſolutely ruin'd 
him. As ſoon as he perceiv'd any ap- 
pearance of Day, he got up, and went 
into the City, to bis Friend, whom he 
had entruſted with the keeping of his Mo- 
ney, and other things. He ask'd him 
whether Garay had been with him? The 
ether anſwer'd that he had, and had taken 


away whatever he had in his Cuſtody, 
and that therein he had follow'd his own 


Orders. The Word ſtruck him almoſt 
dead; nay, the Reſentments he expreſs'd 
of that loſs were ſo great, that if the 


He Comforted him the beſt he could, and 
told him, that his only Courſe was to 


did all he could to that purpoſe, ſending 
Officers, and. others, ſeveral. ways; but 
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other had not known the Cauſe of it, he 
would have thonght him out of his Wits, 


make a} peedy ſearch for the Robbers. He 


that | 


(191) 
that which Garay and Rufina had taken: 
was ſo uncommon, that they could ne- 
yer meet with them. So they return'd 
to Corduba, to be pay'd for their fruitleſs 
porſvit, by him who had ſent them; 
which, as his Affairs, ſtood then, added 
not a little to his Afflict ion. 

This Adventure was ſoon known all o- 
ver the City; and the Florentine, not able 
to accept of another Bill of Exchange that 
had been ſent him, was forc'd to abſent 
himſelf, and to return to Florence, with 
what he could make by the Sale of his 
Goods, By this means he turn'd Bank- 
rupt, and defy'd his Creditoors, who 
could not find any thing he had left behind 
him. The ſame things happen many times 
to thoſe, who, with ſmall Eſtates, engage 
themſelves in too great Affairs, preſu- 
ming upon this, that let the worſt come to 
the worſt, they can ſecure themſelves.by 
an Eſcape. e 


The End of the Second Book: © 
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2 22 8 velled with great Expedi- 
tion by remote Paths; and 

for four Nights together, 
they would not ſo much 
— as Sleep in either Town 

or r Village, | but only in the Fields, for fear 
of being trepanned by the Provaſts, whom 
they did not doubt the Gene van had ſent 
— them back again: They had 
changed 
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changed their Cloths, and having diſs 
gquiſed themſelves. as well as they were 

able, they were very cautious of going: 
into any place where they might chance 
to be known. Garay took care to provide 
what was neceſſary for their Subſiſtance ;; 
and being in the Spring Seaſon, they lay. 
in the open Air without any laconveni- 
ency. They came into a Wood juſt as. 
the Sun was ready to ſet, to avoid a 
thick cloud which threatened to pour 
upon him, and becauſe it Thundered and 
Lightned terribly, they ſtruck into the 
thickeſt of the Wood to ſhelter them- 
ſelves from the approaching Storm. O- 
ther Paſſengers, for the ſame Reaſon, 
took covert in a place cloſe to that which 
Garay and Rufina had choſen. They talk'd 
ſo loud that they gave Garay a curioſity 
to creep ſoftly. from beneath the Boughs 
where he ſtood, to go hear what they 
faid : And baving got cloſe to them une 
der covert of ſome very thick Buſhes, they 
| Perceived that they were three. Men, one 
of whom began to ſay, If this Storm 
continues all Night, I doubt whether our. 
project will ſucceed. I am of your opinion, 
reply d another, and the Hermit de la Serre 
will be certainly impatient at our ſtaying: 
ſp long. *Tis a rare fellow, ſays Os, . 
- N | | that 
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that Brother Criſpin - he hides a great 
deal of Knavery under that Cloak of Re. 
ligion, by which he inſinuated himſelf ſo 
far into the favour of thoſe who gave 
him that Hermitage; he is ſo artfull a Hy. 
pocrite, anſwered the other, that he'd de. 
ceive the Devil himſelf ; he has got the 
Reputation of a Saint all over the Coun- 
try, though he is the arranteſt Rogue in 
the Kingdom. Tis now twelve Years 
ſays the ſecond, that he has lived by har- 
bouring Thieves to my Knowlege; and 
in all that time he has been ſo lucky, as 
never once to have been either in the 
Hands of Juſtice, or ſo much as ſuſpected 
of doing an ill Action; whereas there are 
ſo many others, who are taken and hang'd 
for the very firſt Fat. It muſt be owned, 
ſays another, his Hermitage is very con- 
venient for our Trade, and the Cave he 
has dug under it is a Place old Nick him- 
ſelf could hardly find out. There was 
not a hole in the World where we cou'd 
better have concealed the Fifteen Hundred 
Crowns which we ſtole Yeſterday. from the 
Merchant you know of; that's the moſt 
conſiderable Robbery, I believe, that has 
been committed a great while in this 
Country. If the Rain does but give over, 
143 he that _— firſt, 1 don't. ot deſpair 
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of getting as much to Night : Upon this 
they fell to contriving the means they 
ſhou'd make uſe of to compaſs their De- 
ſign. Garay did not miſs one ſingle word 
they fpoke ; he knew the Conntry as well 
as if he had been born in it, and knew the 
Hermit they ſpoke of very well; *till then 
he was ſo far from imagining he was of that 
Profeſſion and that his Hermitage was a Re- 
ceptacle for Thieves, that he had believed 
him to be a very holy Man, He returned 
ſoftly back to the Place where he had left 
Rufina, and told her what he had heard; 
there they remained without making the 
leaſt Noiſe, either with their Horfes or 
themſelves, for fear of being diſcovered 
and by that means diſabled from making 
their Advantage of this Accident: But 
when they found the Rogues were gone, 
they rode on to an Inn which they knew 
| of, and there ſtay'd all the following Day. 
| toconſult what they ſhould do. Having 
contrived every thing, they went towards 
the Hermitage where Brother Criſpin 
' dwelt (this was the Hermit's Name) and 
being now pretty near it, Garay tyed 
| Rufina to a Tree, upon which ſhe fell. to 
ſcreaming as Joud as ſhe could. bawl: Is 
there no body here to affiſt a wretched. 


Woman, and reſcue her from her Mur- 
boni n e 


ks 
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therer? Ah Heaven! take Compaſſion on 
me, and Revenge my injured Innocence, 
Garay on the other hand Played his part 
extremely to the Life, Crying out, ti; 
in vain to call for help, Recommend 
thy felf to God for that little time thou 
haſt to live; for nothing can ſave thee ; az 
ſoon as ever thou art faſten'd to this Tree, 
I will make a Paſſage for thy Soul with 
this Poynard. Criſpin heard her at her 
very firſt Squaul, and being alone in his 
Hermitage (which did not often happen, 
for he was generally every Night accom- 
panyed by Gentlemen of his own Pro- 
feſſion, who were not quite fo holy as to 
work Miracles) he laid hold of two Pi- 
ſtols, and coming to the Place where he 
had heard the Noiſe, diſcharged one of 
them; which was very convenient for 
Garay ; for it being agreed that he ſhould 
fly when any Body came to them, it might 
now be thought that the Fright he had 

taken at the Noiſe of the Piſtols, might 
make him run away, He immediately got 
upon one of the Horſes, and holding 
tꝰ other by the Bridle gallopp'd off as faſt as 
his Horſe. conld lay Legs to ground. 
Criſpin drew near, and by the Light of the 
Moon, which then ſhone very bright, he 
law Rufina all in tears, and in appearance 

oy terrified 
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terrified with the danger ſhe had been in 
and to carry on the Plot, ſeeing Criſpin: 
approach, ſhe cryed out: Art thou re- 
turn'd then, Villaia ? Have you recovered 
your ſelf from the fright which the Pi- 
ſtol put you into, and come now to exe- 
cute thy cruel purpoſe ? I have none to 
defend me; take my life; but be aſſured, 
that being innocent as I am of what is 
laid to my charge, Heaven will nor fail 
to chaſtiſe thee. The Hypocrite Criſpin, 
hearing her talk thus, reply'd, I am not 
the Perſon you take me for, Madam, but 
one that comes to aſſiſt you upon fo preſ- 
ing a neceſlity, and to fave your Life. 
| What is become of the Traytor that at- 
| tack'd it, and obliged me, contrary to the 
Nature of my Profeſſion, to make uſe of 
Arms to defend yon; believing that this 
Action of Charity would be meritorious. 
in the Eyes of Ged ? Saying this he untied 
her from the Tree to which ſhe had been 
faſtened, which he had no ſooner done, than 
Rufina caſt herſelf at his Feet, ſaying, are 
you then the Man, Brother Cri/pm (for ſhe 
knew his Name) that brought me this mira- 
culous aſſiſtance; ſurely Heaven revealed to 
vou the injury that was intended me; ſince 
Jou came with Arms ſo contrary to your 
= profeſſion, to puniſh ſo great a a 
s T6 ay 
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May Heaven reward the charitable aiq 
yon have given to an innocent Woman, 
who was left defenceleſs. I can no other. 
ways return the benefit J have received 
of you, than by my Prayers for a Man to 
whom lowe no leſs than my Life, which 
was expoſed to the Rage of a Brother, 
who had elſe e er now deprived me of 
N . „ 4 
Brother Cri/pia was mightily taken with 
Rufina (for he was by no means a deſpiſer 
of the Sex) but as he was obliged to 
keep up his Hypocriſie by a ſeeming Mo- 
deſty and a reſtraint of his Deſires, he 
forbore to mention a Word of Love, or 
to do any thing that might lean that 
way; but continuing his fictitious SanQi- 
ty, he ſaid to her, Il am not worthy of 
the leaſt of the Favours that it hath 
pleaſed God to beſtow upon me ; but [ 
do my utmoſt to live virtuouſly, and to 
ſerve my Creator in this retreat, where l 
his Divine Majeſty hath ordained that [ 
ſhould have it in my Power to Succour - 
you: I return him my moſt hearty thanks 
4 

4 


therefore, and am overjoyed at having 

been of ſo much uſe to you upon this occa- 

ſion. I can offer you only a poor Cell 

for this Night and indeed for as long as-it 

ſhall feem good unto you, even until you 
a 


| „„ 
mall have accommodated matters to your 
content, and that your Brother's Wrath 
is appeaſed. I again aſſure you that it 
is wholly at your Service, and I offer it as 
cordially, as a good Chriſtian ought to do 
unto his Neighbour; for I took this Ha- 
bit upon me, only in order to execute theſe 
and the like Charities. Rufina once more 
returned him thanks for his Civilities, 
ſtill ſhedding Crocodile Tears; which 
all Womankind, (but this Woman in par- 
ticular,) can do at Pleaſure: She very 
| readily accepted the offer he made her, as 
| being a thing of the utmoſt ſmportance to 
their Deſign: They moved therefore to- 
wards the Hermitage; and Brother Crif- 
pin, who began to be moſt violently Smit- 
ten, obſerving that Rufina was tired, en- 
# deavoured to comfort her by Soothing 
Words, and at laſt took her by the Arm 
to help her to walk. He opened the 
Door of the Hermitage; and when they 

were entered, Rufina was very much Sur- 
priz'd at the Sight of a ſorry Plank, upon 
which he pretended to/Lye a-Nights, with 
a Crucifix at the head of this ſcurvy Bed, 
and a Diſcipline (a Whip) Hanging upon 
4A. Nail; which with a lame Table, was all 
the Furniture : She began to repent her 
being come thither ; for the meanneſs — 
che 
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the place, and Criſpin's aſſumed Modeſty 
by no means agreed with what Garay had 
over heard from the three Rogues in the 
Wood. The good Brother, perceiving 
that Rufina look't upon his Furniture 
with no very great Content, ſaid to her, 
My Dear Siſter, this Habitation no doubt 
ſeems very unpleaſant in your Eyes, and 
promiſes you but an uneaſie Lodging, hon. 
ever do not deſpair, I will provide you 
better than you imagine. It is very lucky 
that | have no Body here now to perform 
their Nine Days Vows for a Child, which 
| ſome devout Souls are often us'd to doin 
this Hermitage : Some of them have had 
the foreſight to ſet up Beds and other 
Furnirure here, that they may be ready 
for them at any time. The Hypocrite 
lyed in this, for having asked ber whether 
ſhe was of Malaga, and ſhe having reply'd 
no, he was emboldened to make her be 
lieve that thoſe Beds were for thoſe that 
came to do their Devotions, whereas he 
himſelf for his own eaſe had got very good 


Quilts and all things elſe neceſſary for a ſoft in 
Bed, nay for two, that he might accom- M 
modate the private Gueſts he often enter- G 
tained, Theſe Things were in the Cave th 
beneath, where he concealed the Goods tt 


which thoſe Sons of Rapin brought — 
| ſore 


Ca) 
ſore againſt their Owners conſent, He 
beg'd her to ſtay a Moment, while he 
went down and fetch'd wherewithal to 
make a very good Bed in alittle retired 
| Chamber, at ſome ſmall diſtance from his 
own. They had a better Supper than 
Refina expected: They had a Tolerable 
good Soup, with ſome boyled Meat, 
and Rabber, which Criſpin pretended had 
been left him by one of his Devotees, to 

whom he was exceedingly obliged : And 
there were ſome excellent Fruits of the 
Seaſon for a Deſert. 
Rufina putting a conſtraint upon the 
natural Gayneſs of her Temper was mighty 
ſerious all Supper time, ſeeming to have 
very little Stomach to eat, through the 
fatigve and grief of the accident that had 
happened to her. The pious Hermit too 
appeared to have no manner of Appetite, 
either that he did not like the food or 
that he was willing to ingratiate himſelf 
with his Gueſt, by imitating her: He 
abſtained from eating, but not from fix- 
ing his Eyes upon her all the while the 
Meal laſted. At the end of it he ſaid the 
Gratias, as he had done the Benedicite at 
the beginning. When the Cloth was 
taken away Brother Criſpin being curious. 
to learn of Rufina the cauſe of her oy 
ther's 


Thoughts; ſo that I never returned them 
| | an 
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ther's extream fury, beg'd her tocommuni. 


cate it to him, which ſhe did in theſe Terms. 


Though to relate the cauſe of my Sor. 
rows, be to recall them a freſh; yet you, 
my Brother, have laid ſo high an Obliga. 
tion upon me, that it would be ingrati- 
rude in me not to let you know what you 


ask: Hearken then with Patience, and | 


will relate it. 

I was born in the City of Almeria of 
noble Parents whoſe. Family had long 
Aouriſh'd in that Place. They had no o- 
ther Children beſides my ſelf and my Bro. 
ther, who is a Year older than l am, My 


Father and Mother dyed before | was fif- 


teen Years Old. Being young and having 
this Face, which you ſee, and which was 
not thought ugly, ſeveral Gentlemen ſought 
me in Marriage, to which my Brother 
would never lend an Ear, always charging 
them with ſome defects, either in their 
Eſtates or in their Birth ; ſo that not one 
of them cou'd ſucceed as he wiſhed, I be- 
lieve the real cauſe of this Refuſal was the 
deſire my. Brother had of putting me into a 
Nunnery where I had two Aunts. I diſ- 
covered his [ntention, by their preſſing 
me inceſſantly to take the Veil, For my 
part, it was always the leaſt of my 
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an Anſwer to their Satisfaction: Which 


vexed my Brother, and made him look 
upon me with an evil Eye. In the Inte- 


rim, à Cavalier, who had left Alneria 


when he was a Boy, returned from Flan- 
ders, having by his good Service obtained 
firſt a Company of Foot and afterwards: 
one of Horſe : After which he became very 
deſirous of viſiting his native Country. 
Having got leave of his General he came 
in a very good Equipage both of Cloaths 
and Horſes. He was tolerably Rich, and 
had a great many Arrears due to him in 


the Army for Service from the time that 


he left Almeria, He ſaw me one day at 


Church: He ask'd who was ; and being 


informed, he began to have an Affection 


| towards me, and conſequently to gallant 


and write to me. To make ſhort, ha- 
ving conſidered the Teſtimonies of Love 


that he gave me, the Equality there was 
between us as ta Birth, and the excellent 


Qualities he was endued with, I thought 
my ſelf obliged to make him ſome return 
to his Affection, and to let him into our 
Houſe : Which 1 ſhould never bave done, 
had he not aſſured me that he deſigu'd 
nothing but what was Hononrable. 1 
had then a very good Opportunity, for 


my Brother was at that time Sick of a vio- 
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_ Opportunity : He was extremely pro- 


quarrel with his elder Brother, and from 
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lent Diſtemper which almoſt killed him 
(and I wiſh it had done it quite, I ſhould 
mot have been now in this melancholy 
.Condition) One of thoſe that courted me, 
Jealous of this new Comer, who he found 
engrofſed all my Favours to his prejudice, 
watch'd him ſo narrowly, that in a little 
time he ſaw him come in and go out of 
our Houſe at diforderly Hours; he made 
uſe of this handle to revenge himſelf of 
the contempt, wherewith | uſed him, 
by giving my Brother information of what 
paſſed. One Day when he came to viſit 
Him, finding him alone, he gave him an 
account of all that he had ſeen. My Bro- 
ther, who was now vpan the Recovery, 
got up, and was ſoon an eye Witneſs of 
the Truth of what t'other had told him, 
But he could not at preſent take his re-. 
venge being as yet too Weak with his 
Hineſs.; therefore he deferr'd it to a(better 
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voked at my having placed my affection 
upon that Captain, and proteſted that he 
had not been half ſo much concerned if ic 
had been any body elſe; for he had had a 


that time they had never been well to- 
gether. 


© + 
My Brother at length entirely reco- 
yered his Health, and finding that the Cap- 
tain was abſent from Almeria, he told me 
he would carry me to Malaga, to ſee an 
Aunt of ours, who was a Nun of the 
Order of St. Bernard: Believing him to 
be Sincere (for I did not know that he 
was acquainted with: what had paſs'd be- 
tween the Captain and me) I readily con- 
ſented, and was very glad of the Journey, 
| becauſe I loved that Aunt, who returned 
my Affection by ſeveral little works which 
ſhe ſent me : We therefore ſet out each of 
us upon a Horſe, with two Servants; 
when we were come near this Wood, he 
| ſent them before to take a Lodging, and at 
the Place where you found me, it being 
_ almoſt Night, he pulled me by force off 
my Horſe, and put me into the condition 
| wherein you ſaw me; and [ had infallibly 
been murthered, if by good Fortune you 
had not been near to ſave me: He was ſo 


terrifyed by the Noiſe of your Piſtol, 


that he fled with all his Speed, and left 
me tied to that Tree. May Heaven make 
you amends for this Charitable deed: 
un while I have Life I ſhall remem- 
Brother Criſpin comforted his Gueſt as 
well as he was able, and offered to aſſiſt 
8 her 


( 196 ) 
Her to the vtmoſt of his Power: And it © 
being late, they retired to reſt. Criſpin 
Found himſelf violently enamoured of 
Rufina, and was extremely deſirous of 
declaring his paſſion ; but he dreaded be- 
ing known for what he was. She went to 
the Bed which had been prepared for her, 
and Criſpin to another very good one 
be kept concealed; for whatever Avſte. 
rity he might make an ontward Show of, 
he was at the bottom very voluptuous. He 
Aeprt not a wink all the Night, revolving 
in his mind how he mighr declare his Love 
to his Gueſt, In this Condition he was 
found by the Day light, which was uſnered 
in by the Pipes of the little Birds in the 
Neighbouring Fields : He got vp, as did 
Rufina a little while afterwards : She pre- 
ſently went into the Chapel of the Her- 
mitage, where fhe obſerved the good Her- 
mit upon his Knees before the Altar. 
Scarce did he hear her enter, but he left 
his Prayer (if he was ſaying any at all) and | 
turned bis Head to look at her with whom | 
he was ſo. dreadfully ſmitten, that he could 
not help doing it. Rufina imitated him in 
his Hypocriſie, and fell upon her knees, 
in which poſture ſhe continv'd a good 
while, and much longer than ſhe deſired ; 
for ſhe had no great kindneſs for — . 
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her Knees by praying. When ſhe ſaw 
that Criſpin had finiſhed his Prayer, ſhe * 
inſtantly left hers. The Brother drew: 
pear to her and ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord, 
my Siſter-in Chriſt, and grant you to live 
happy the remainder of your Days, ſhow- 
ring down upon you as many Bleſſings 
both Ghoſtly and Bodily, as I wiſh you. 
Tell me, I pray, thou perfect Creature of 
the Almighty, how did you reſt this 
Night? Very well, Brother, reply'd ſhe, 
thro' your Kindneſs, though the trouble I 
am in gives me great diſturbance, Re- 
pole, ſaid Criſpin, is the beſt Nouriſh- 
ment the Body of Man can receive, and I 
believe it is as neceſſary as Eating. Place 
your confidence in Heaven, and do not 
deſpair that this ſorrow will be converted 
into joy, May the divine Goodneſs ſo or- 
der it, ſays (hE © | 

From thence they went- into a little 
Room which had a Proſpect into the Fields, 
and being ſate down, Brother Cri/pin be- 
gan in this manner: Verily, when | ſee 
Men diſturbed, and even as it were tranſ- 
ported beyond themſelves by the Beauty 
of Women, I cannot help excuſing them; 

F our Veſſels al- 
ways prevails, and the Heart is naturally 
inclined to wiſh for what the Eyes behold 
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with pleaſure, eſpecially when that Object 
is the moſt charming of all God's Works, 
From hence, my dear Siſter, I leave you to 
judge what muſt be our thoughts bf the 
Celeſtial Beauties and the Supernatural 
Marvels into which our Senſes are not 
able to dive. When 1 quitted the World, 
which was at an Age when | knew no evil, 
1 propoſed as much as poſſibly I could, to 
avoid the ſight of that wonderful Sex, 
which are juſtly nominated the moſt lovely 
part of the Creation: For I begun to find 
my ſelf a Man, and none but Angels can 
help being touched with their charms: [ 
am much more convinced of this truth at 
this day, than I was in that age of inno- 
cence; and I too well perceive that muſt 
ſpeedily fly from you, if I would avoid | 
falling into the Net which the Devil- 
ſpreads before me. All that I have ſaid, 
Madam, is only to let you ſee, that Beau- | 
ty is very dangerous, and tbat 1 find my 
Soul to be in great peril fince I beheld 
yours. Be not alarm'd, 1 pray you, 
to hear me talk thus: I own it is a little 
improper for the Habit I wear and the 
profeſſion I have embraced ; but I am ſtill 
a. Man, and conſequently ſubject to all 


humank [nfirmities, 


Having 
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- Having done ſpeaking he for the firſf 
time affected a Bluſh, which in reality he? 
was never capable of. Rufina counter- 
feited a Modeſty of the ſame Stamp; but 
as Opportunity now knocked at her door, 
ſhe would not refuſe to let it in, bur 
made him this reply: Though I very well 
know I am not of the number of thoſe” 
whoſe Beauty can give uneaſineſs to Man- 
kind, I confeſs, my good Brother, that 
lam of your mind in this point: For the 
power of Beauty is ſo irreſiſtible, that: 
I my ſelf am overcome by it like other 
Folks, and take delight in nothing more 
than in viewing an agreeable Face, and* 
admiring its effects; and therefore Ido not 


wonder that Men are reduced to ſome: 


extremity when they are paſſionately in 
Love, ſince Beauty acts with ſuch extra- 
ordinary force. I as little wonder it 
ſhould have the ſame effect upon thoſe 
that are retired from the World as it has 
vpon thoſe who are the moſt engaged in 
it, becauſe they are not ſo perfect as to 
be entirely purified from human( paſſions : 
And l am now much more ſenſible of the 
Obligation I lie under to you, than I was 
before, ſince l hear that the favour you 
have done me has been at the expence of” 
your Repoſe, and to the hazard of your- 
* Repu- 
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Reputation. I could keartily wiſh I were 
not the unhappy cauſe of this diſorder; 
but as there is no body hears you but my 
felf, you may be aſſured of my Secrecy, 


For the reſt, as you deſired to know the 
Hiſtory of my Adventures, I beg you not 


to conceal yours from me, but to tell me 


what could oblige you to quit the World 
ſo early, and to throw your ſelf into ſo 


Solitary and ſo auſtere a way of living: 


For though I plainly ſee you did it for 
the Salvation of your Soul; yet I have 


obſerved in you ſuch Qualifications as 
might have gained you eſteem in your 
Youth, and have made you defer the exe- 
eution of ſo painful an enterprize to ano- 
ther Seaſon. 
Rufina ſpoke in this as the falſe Hermit 
could have wiſhed, and in Ecſtacy of plea- 
fure he took courage to tell her, that her 
Charms were ſo irreſiſtible, and had 
gained ſo abſolute a Dominion over him, 


that from the Hour ſhe had taken refuge in 


his Cell, he had had no repoſe for the paſſion 


ſhe had inſpired him with. Rufina did not 


aſſume an air of too much Cruelty upon 


this, but excuſed him in conſideration of 


humane frailty : And beſides, ſhe was 
unwilling to deprive him of all Hopes, 


which might have fruſtrated the deſigns 


ſhe 
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ne came upon: So that he ſeem'd the moſt 


ſatisfied Man upon Earth. Rufina for 
two days together pretended to be III, 
and kept her Bed, where ſhe was treated 


by her Hoſt with the moſt exquiſite Viands, 
which were brought him in the night time 


by his Comrades in what quantity he. 
pleaſed, The Reader may wonder that. 


| Zufina ſhould be ſo bold as to ſtay alone 
ia ſuch a Solitude with a man whoſe Cha- 


racer ſhe ſo well knew; but ſhe was ſuffi= 
ciently acquainted with the paſſion he had 
for her; and rightly judging that perfect 
Love is never without Reſpect, ſhedid not 


need have any apprehenſion of any violence 


from him, What made her the more ſecure 
was, the Hope ſhe fed him with, that as 


= ſoon as ever ſhe heard her Brother was not 


at Malaga, ſhe ſhould give a favourable ear 
to his Addreſſes; but that the trouble ſhe 


was in, not being well aſſured that 
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ſhe ſhould not be diſeovered in that place, 


made her unable to acknowledge as ſhe 
ought the Merit that was in him, and with 
which ſhe was every day more and more 
charmed. In this manner ſhe gulled this 
Spiritual Gallant, who to haſten his happi- 
neſs, promiſed on his ſide to uſe his ut- 
moſt endeavours, by means of his Friends, 


to know if her Brother was ſtill at Malaga. 
| 1 That 


his Chamber, where they ſtayed during 
ſupper time. They diſcourſed of divers 


who having. abandened his Studies, bad 


Life, not conſidering the Family he was 
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That very Night, the three Brothers in d 
Iniquity, our holy Hermits moſt intimate * 
Friends, came to his Cell, with a purchaſe V 
of above two thouſand Crowns in Gold, © 
which was what they had promiſed them- Y 
ſelves the night before, when they re- MW 
tired into the Wood, where Garay had tt 
over heard their whole Contrivance, but WW 
which they could not execute till the a: 
following Night, becauſe this Sum was . 
in two great Bags, in Piſtoles and Qua- 00 
druples, which Criſpin had diſcovered in © 
a Houſe in the Town, where he had often P 
received Charity, and not being able, by Ni 
reaſon of the great Rains, to do their * 
Job in the day time as they intended, they p! 

_ contented themſelves with making a little a 
Boy ſlip into the houſe where the Money tl 
lay, who at midnight opened the door to © 
them. | - 


The moment theſe three Rogues had 
got the Money they brought it to the 
Hermitage. Criſpin, being unwilling they 
ſhould ſee his fair Gueſt, received them into 
things. - Among the reſt. there was one, 
given himſelf to that infamous Courſe of | 


deſcended | 2 | 


„ | 

deſcended from, nor his Qualifications” 
which were really very good. This Man 

was admired by them all for their beſt 
Companion: So that Criſpin, for their di- 
verſion and that they might not go to Bed 
ſo ſoon after Supper, begg'd him to tell 
them ſome ſtory or Novel; for he re- 
membered an infinite number: And he 
ask'd it, in ſome meaſure, to divert Ru- 

fina, who from the Room where ſhe was, 
could hear every word that paſſed: Which 
| Criſpin was not very uneaſy about; for he 
put ſo much confidence in her, that he did 

not care if ſhe knew all his Secrets. She 
was extremely rejoyced to find that Criſ- 
pin was the concealer of ſo honourable 

a Society, and ſhe was now fully ſatisſied 
that they were the ſame as thoſe whom 

= Garay had over heard in the Wood. The 
= Spark that Criſpin had requeſted . to tell 
them ſome Novel, related what follows. 


Don Philip, a Gentleman of very high - 
Quality, was Bora at Yilla-franca, an An- 
cient City upon the Confines of Galicia: 
He was deſcended from a very Noble Fa- 

8 mily, and was brought up in his .own - 
Country, with his Elder-Brother Don Lod « 
wick, and a Siſter nam'd Donna Cornelia -- 

But his Father and Mother leaving this 

4 World 
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World &re he was full fifreen Years of 
Age, he was forc'd into that Courſe of 


Life, which is commonly takn by the 


younger Brothers of Noble Houſes, who. 
have not much left them, and with the 


little Money he could get together, he 
went to Trail a Pike in Flanders, He be. 


hav'd himſelf ſo Gallantly there upon ſe- 


veral Occaſions, that he got the Colours 
of a Company of Foot, and after other 
ſucceſsful Encounters apainſt the Dutch, 
he was advanc'd to the Command of the 
ſame Company. Having afterwards, in 


that Charge, made yet greater demon- | 


trations of his Conduct, and Valour, he 
was honoured at length with the Order 
of the Knights of Alcantara, with an 
aſſurance of the fitſt Commandry, that 
ſhould be void, belonging to that Or- 
der. 

Having obtain'd that, he ſtill continu'd 
his Military Emplo ments, till ſuch time 
as there was a Ceſlation of Arms made 
between the King and his Enemies of the 
Low-countries, to laſt a Year and a Day. 


This Opportunity, together with the 
News he receiv'd out of Spain, of his El- 


der Brother's Death, oblig'd him to deſire : 


leave to make a Journey into his Country, 


where. two Children his Brother had left, ; 
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1 
and his own Siſter, ſtood in need of his 
preſence; the former to be protected by 
him, the latter to be diſpos'd of in Mar- 
riage. | 

Don Philip arriv'd at Villa. franca, a 
Fortoight after his Siſter's departure to 
Villadolid, where the Court was then, with 
an Aunt of his, a Widow, his Father's 
Siſter, who would needs have ber along 
with her. This old Lady, who had a 
great Kindneſs for her, having reſolv'd 
to leave her all ſhe had at her Death, in 
hopes ſhe might, with thoſe: Advantages, 
meet with a better Match; 
As ſoon as Don Philip was come into his 
Country, he took Order about his Bro- 
= ther's Eſtate, and the Tuition of his. 
Nephews, whom he left in the Cuſtody 
of an Ancient Kinſman of his, whom ha- 
ving entruſted with the Care of their E- 
ducation and Maintenance, he reſolv'd to 
go and Viſit his Siſter at Villadolid. As 
he was ſetting things in Order for his 
Journey, paſſing through the broad Place 
of Villa. franca, he ſaw abundance of peo- 
ple going towards an Inn, which was at 
the end of it, accompanying two Litters, 
in one whereof, there was an Old Gen- 
tleman; and in that which follow'd, a 
young Lady, whoſe. tranſcendent Beanty 
| heightned 
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heightned by the ſumptuouſueſs of her 
bt Attire, raviſh'd the Eyes, and Hearts of 
of all that beheld her, but above all thoſe of 
15 Don Philip - He was ſo inflam'd by that. 
wu Tranſient Sight of her, that, covering 
with his Cloak the Order he was of, he 
followed the Litter, ſo tranſported out 
of himſelf, that he reflected not on what 
thoſe who obſerv'd him might ſay of his 
Demeanour. He ſaw her lighting at the 
Inn-gate ; and if he was before rais'd into 
a kind of Aſtoniſhment at the Beauty of 
her Face, he was now no leſs, at the 
handſomeneſs of her Body, the Magni- 
\ ficence of her Apparel, and the ſweetneſs 

of her Complexion, la a word, he was 
reduc'd to ſuch an Extremity, 'by the 
Paſſion he immediately felt in himſelf for 
her, that he made enquiry, and ſet himſelf 
to find out, who that Miracle of perfecti- 
on might be, who had ſo of a ſudden 
ſurpriz d his Heart, and attain d ſo abſo- 
late a diſpoſal of his Liberty. 

He was ſoon ſatisfi'd, as to that parti- 
cular; for meeting with one of her Ser- 
vants, going from the Inn towards the 
Market-place, he with mach Civility ask'd 
him, who that Old Geatleman was, and 

whither he was then going? The other, 
who underſtood Civility well enough yy 
| turn | 


\ 


=_—  e- 
tyrn'd him this Anſwer : The Gentleman: 
whoſe Name you are ſo deſirous to know, 
and who is my Maſter, is called the Mar- 
quiſs Grimani, « Perſon of the bigbeſt Rank 
next to Soveraign Princes, who comes into 
Spain, an ordinary Ambaſſadour, from the. 
Emperour of Germany, to bis moſt Catho- 
lick Majeſty. He brings along with him bis 
Beautiful: Daughter, the Laay Eleanora, to- 
be Married to Henricus, his Excellency's 
| Nepbew, who is at the preſent at Villadolid, 
a Gentleman of extraordinary Worth, who in 
the Flower of bis Youth left Germany, to go 
and ſee. Foreign Countries. Hie has travel d 
all over Europe, and is now reſolv'd to make 
bis abode in Spain, baving already continued 
ſome time at Court, with a very great Train, 
= and is very -higbly in Favour with bis Catho- 
= lick Majeſty, and well reſpeGed by all the No- 
= bility about the Court; nay bis Generoſity and 
excellent Converſation bas acquired bim the 
Eſteem of all the greateſt Perſons in this Coun- 
try. This Aarriage of Signior Henrick, 
bad been treated of m Germany with this Lady 
Eleanora, the only Daugbter of my Maſter, 
who leaving bis Country upon the being Ho- 
noured by the Emperour with the preſent Em- 
baſſy, bas ſollicited the Buſineſs with great ear- 
neſtneſs ; ſo that bis Imperial Majeſty ſeems 
deſirous that this. Match ſhould go ts 
| 8 | e © 
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We came by Sea, but bad ſuch diſtreſs of N. 
ther, that we were like to be caſt away ſeveral 
times, While we were in that Danger, my 
Maſter, a Gentleman much inclin'd to De- 
dot ion, made a Vom that if be eſcap*d, through 
the Interceſſion of the Glorious Patron of Spain, 
be would viſit the Place where bis Sacred Body 
lies buried, ſo well known” all over the World, 
for the great Miracles daily done there, Being 
come to Villadolid, my Maſter continu'd 
there fifteen Days, during which time, all 
things were agreed #pon, in order to the Mar- 
riage. That great Affair being concluded, he 
would needs perform his Vom, and go to St. 
James's. His Nephew Henrick is not cone 
along witb him, but ſtays at Villadolid, to 
ſend to Rome for the Diſpenſation; for tbe 
Lady Eleanora, and Seignior Henrick are 


Couſin-Germans. Thus Sir, I think I have m 
ſatisfi'd your Deſire, 4s to the Queſtion you put bl 
to me. 5 * 

Don Philip gave the Servant many thanks fo 
for the Account he had given him of th 
his Maſter, and aſſur d him he would re- M 
quite his Kindneſs, if it lay in his Power, | be 
and ſo took leave, This Diſcourſe hap- Il © 
pen'd after Night, as they walk'd over 8 
the Market · place; it being ſo dark as that 4 


| 1 the Marqueſs's Servant could not take any 
1 particular notice of Don Philip, who did 
| | all 
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all he could to avoid being diſcover'd. 
The Account he had receiv'd, that the 
| Beauty, which had ſtollen away his Heart 
at the firſt Sight, was already engag'd, 
and within a ſhort time to be Married; 
caus'd him to return home a much ſadder 
Man than he went out. This Affliction, 
with the Love which he already had for 
her, bereav'd him of all Reſt. That very 
Night, he would needs go and ſee the 
Marqueſs and his Daughter at Supper, yet 
ſo as he might not be perceived by them. 
The Maſter of the Houſe plac'd him ſo as 
that he might ſee all at his eaſe, yet not 
be ſeen himſelf; and this was to leap out 
of the Frying pan into the Fire. The next 
Day, the Marqueſs went thence, ſo as that 
Don Philip ſaw not the Lady Eleanora any 
more that time: Nor was he much trou- 
blied at it, for having in the Night ad vis d 
with his Pillow, to find out ſome Remedy 
for his Diſquiet, he found it neceſſary, 
that he ſhould not be ſeen, either by the 
Marqueſs, or his Daughter, or any one 


belonging to them, that he might the bet- 


ter compaſs a Deſign, which only Love 
could inſpire him withal. | . 

= The Kingdom of Galicia, is very full 
of Mountains, and conſequently the way 
to St. Fames's muſt be troubleſome to 
| 1 
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Travel; ſo that the Marqueſs could make 
but ſhort Journeys, whence Don Philip in. 

ferr'd, that he could not be back in lef 
than twenty Days; preſuming he would 
make ſome abode at Compoſtella, to do his 
Devotions, and refreſh himſelf, e're he 
ſet out for his Return. _Accordingly, he 
diſpos'd of his Affairs in order to the De. 
ſign he had bethought - himſelf of, and 
taking leave of all his Acquaintance, he 

went to Pont ferrada, a Town which lay 
four Leagues further from the Court, than 
Villa franca. He took up his Quarters -ai } 
an Inn, whence he ſtirr'd not in the Day. 
time, but only took the Air a little in the 
Night, yet with ſuch a Caution as not to be 
known to any: He diſcover'd himſelf to 
none of the Inhabitants, but only his 
Landlord, whom he acquainted with his 
Quality, and the Deſiga which brought 
himjthither. He was attended only by a 
Servant whoſe Fidelity and Courage he 
had many years Experienc'd; for he had 
ſerv'd him as a Soldier, and waited on him, 
from the time of his firſt Departure from 
Villa-franca. Marco (fo was this faithful 
Servant nam'd) perceiving his Maſter more 
Melancholy than he was wont to be, 
and that ſomewhat kept him from reſting 
in the Night; for he heard him diſquietly Þ 
"FEES | turning 
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turning in his Bed, and ſighing ever and 
anon; he imagin'd that the Cauſe of his 
Diſturbance was not at Pont. ferrada, in- 
aſmuch as if it had been, he would not 
have failed, Night or Day, to diſcover 
by his Viſits, what could not be known by 
his Diſquiets and Sighs. Thus this diſ- 
creet Loyer not diſcovering any thing of 
his ſecret Paſſion, Marro, could not gueſs 
at the Occaſions which bred ſuch a diſtra- 
ction in his Mind: Nay, though he did 
all that lay in bis Power to pry into it, 
yet could he never meet with any Satis- 
faction. One Day, finding his Maſter all 
alone, and not able to endure that Re- 


, hel aa _- Io” 


_1-fhould never bave imagin d, Sir, that 


towards a Servant, whom you have ever 
found Faithful, and to love you' even beyond” 

bis own” Life. Ton bave beretofore thought”. 
me worthy the knowledge of your moſt'1mportant- 
Secrets, Pardon me, if I preſume to tell you, 
| that your Silence now gives me juſt Cauſe to 
concei ve, That you have not the ſame thoughts 
Wo me, and that 1 muſt be guilty of fome 
Crime, whereof I have not my ſelf the leaſt 
Wo aprebenſions, Wherein, I pray Sir, have 1 
ended you ? Tou muſt needs harbour m—_— 


fervedneſs in him any longer, he thus 


you could: be guilty of ſo great ** Cloſeneſs 0s 


K 

ill thoughts of me, ſince you conceal from me 
tbe Diſquiets which deprive you of all Appetite 
or Reſt, Sure they proceed from Love, or! 
am mightily miſtaken, You cloſe not you 
Eyes all Night, and ſpend the Day in Re. 
tirement, avoiding all Society, and giving 
yourſelf up to perpetual Solitude, and Mela. 
cboly ; which I am extremely troubled to fee. 
You bave left your Country, telling your 
Friends, that you were going to Court ; where. 
as you continue in an obſcure Place, where you 
are afraid to be known. 'Tis impoſſible fy 
me to forbear grieving at it, as long as I am 
Ignorant of the Cauſe Pardon my Curicſity, 
Sir, which however impertinent, is an Argu- 
ment of my Fidelity, and Readineſs to ſerve 
you, I know it is the Duty of a good and 

faithful Servant, punctually and implicitly to Ml ** 
Obey the Commands of his Maſter, without il 
inſinuating bimſelf further into bis Secrets, if ſþ 
| than be is willing he ſhould be acquainted there. ( 
with. I have hitherto kept my ſelf within thoſe il fi 
Bounds, and bave ſo liv'd with you as that K 
IT fear not any Reproach you can make. me, 
But now. at laſt, my ancient Fidelity gives me 9 


the boldneſs to at you, what Buſineſs may | © 
have brought you to this Place ? What occa- i © 
ſions your Diſquiet, and what you intend to p 
do in this obſcure Inn, where you admit not of : 


auy Enjoyments ? Have you a greater Con- 
| fidence 


a 
2 | 


„ 
fidence of the bappy Maſter of this Houſe, © 
whom you bave known but within this four 
Days, than of an old Servant, of 'wboſe Zeal 
and Fidelity you have had ſo many Experi- 
ences ? You have bitherto thought my Advice 
worth the asking, nay bave follow'd it, in 
things, for ought I know, of as great impor- 
tance: as this. Marco having thus ended 
his Complaint, his Maſter conceiv'd him- 
ſelf oblig'd to make him ſome Anſwer, 
| which was this: Marco, I muſt confeſs, I 
bave looked on thee, and that juſtly as my 

Friend; a Title I may well allow one who has 
ſhar'd with me in War the Dangers, in Peace 
| the Enjoyments, I bave been engag'd in, It 
is a very bard thing, not to ſay impoſſible, 
that any Man ſhould in the diſpoſal of himſelf, 
take a Courſe contrary to that intended him by 
Heaven; though it be ſaid, that a Wiſe man 
ſhall have dominion over the Stars That is, 
(as Aſtrologers expound it) Humang Prudence, 
ſhall elude the Decrees of Fate, I am Born to 
love a Beanty, which ſurprizing my Heart, 
has withal poſſeſs'd it ſelf of all the Faculties 
# of my Soul, I find my ſelf no longer Maſter 
of my own Liberty; that I am not able to 
make the leaſt diſpoſal of my Will, and ſo it 
were a Madneſs for me, to oppoſe the Inclina- 
tion, whereto the Soveraign Powers have made 
ane ſubje, ] ſuffer my ſelf to be fooliſhly 

cariie 


_—_ 
carried away by my Paſſion, though I hum 
well enough that I attempt 4 thing abſolute) 
oh empoſſuble and beyond my Strength + This 1; 
the Cauſe of my Diſquiet, Muſing, and Mt. 
lancholy ſpending the Nights without Reſt, ani 
the Days in Solitude, ſuffering a thouſand 
Aſlictions which I cannot expreſs ;, and loving 
where 1 am not to hope the leaſt return of Love, 
by reaſon of an Invincible Obſtacle that lies 
in my way. This is that which deſtroy; 
my Enjoyments, and poiſons all my Pleg. 
ſures. | 
I bave ſeen that Divine Beauty, that Mor. 
tal Angel, that Prodigy of Miracles, whi 
paſs'd through our Town with ber Father the 
| Marqueſs Grimani: The excellent Endon. 
ments ſhe is Miſtreſs of, and which thou may 
bave admir'd as well as my ſelf, are all tht 
Excuſes I can alledge for the blindneſs of my 
Paſſion ; but they feed it not with any Hope, 
There is an Obſtacle lies between me, aud the 


poſſeſſion of her, which 1 ſhall find it «smpoſſible N / 
to remove. This tranſcendent Beauty is al- an. 
ready made ſure to a Gentleman of great Worth, i 10 
. who is ber Couſin german, named Henrick; er 


and methinks, I ſee. her ready to joyn Hand 
with him. I hear ſuch bigh Commendation: 
ef bis Excellent Parts, that I find the littlk i 
Hope 1 had, ready to leave me, I love her, 
or to ſay better, 1 Adore her; and if I may i 
COS : judge 
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| judge by the preſent Agitations of my Heart, 
| Tmay ſay, it will never be diſingag'd from the 
paſion I have for her. I know it is Madneſs 
in me to think of her, and that 1 cannot with 
out Extravagance, ever hope ſhe may be mine, 
to the diſappointment of a young Lord, who 
with the Advantages of Blood, has all thoſe 
of Nature Nay, I think it almoſt impoſſible, 
| to find out ſome means to acquaint ber with 
my Love, and to get a Letter convey d to her. 
| 1 know that the Houſes, whence I derive my 
Extraction, are not inferiour to thoſe of Gri- 
mani aud Henrick ; and conſequently, that 1 
am as Nobly deſcended as ſhe is ; that would 
not be the greateſt Obſtacle, if I could but 
make my ſelf known at Court. I bear that ſhe 
intends thither, when ſhe returns from her 
Pilgrimage. 1 have but three Months to 
carry on this Buſineſs which is the Time 
requiſite to get the Diſpenſation from Rome. 

I bave along time conſider d with my ſelf 
/ the means, bow I migbt get Acceſs to her; 
and that I conceive the moſt likely to take, is 

to counterfeit, wbat indeed is but too real, a 
certain diſtradtion of Mind By acting the 

Mad Man's Part, I mig bt ſo diſguiſe my Ex- 
avag ances, as that the Father, pleas'd with 
m Humour, may perhaps carry me along 
W ith him to the Court. This certainly, is a 
Dein fa ntaſtick enough, and not only contrary 
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to my Quality, but abſolutely oppoſite to my 
Opinion. I ſhould endeavour to raiſe my ſe} 
in the World. I bave a great Confidence, that 
at Court 1 ſhall be known to very few, becauſt 
1 bave been a long time out of Spain. Beſide, 
tbeſe Conſiderations, the Habit I will put on, 
being altogetber extravagant; I ſhall be | 
diſguis'd, that my neareſt Friends and Rela. 
tions will hardly know me. If by this mean 
I can get into the Marqueſs's Houſe, I [hal 
hope the Plot will take > For I have beard thi; 
Lady is not fully ſatisfied with the Marriage, 
having under ſtood that her Couſin is a Perſon 
of a debauch'd Life, and inclin'd to Women , 
and that ſhe admits of bis Addreſſes only out 
of Obedience to her Father, I have commu- 
nicated my Deſign to the Maſter of the Houſe, 
as being a diſcreet Perſon, who may ſerve me, 
and puts me in bopes to get me into the Mar- 
quaſs's Service, when be comes to give him an 
Account of my pleaſant Extravagances, as 
we bave already agreed together. Thus, my 
dear Marco, have I given thee a faithful Cha- 
rafter of my ſelf; thou know'ſt now as much 
as do, at well of my Affliction, as my Love, M8 tu 
miſtruſt not the Confidence ] have of thee, Wl 
and aſſiſt me with all thy Wit and Induſiry, th. 
or expect ere long to be a Witneſs of my De- Uf 
parture out of this World, f 


Marco : 


XX 
| Marco out of Compliance with his Ma- 
ſter, approv'd of the Project, though he 
doubted much the Succeſs of it. He ſaw 
his Maſter was too far tranſported to re- 
ceiveany prudent Advice; ſo that he pro- 
mis'd to aſſiſt him according to the Deſign 
he had laid to get Acceſs to his Miſtreſs, 
and troubled not his Thoughts with any 
thing but how to compaſs it. It was his 
| Buſineſs therefore to get Cloaths made for 
Don Philip, ſuitabſe to his Extravagance. 
| He put him into a Caſſock after the old 
| Faſhion, with Puffs at the Sleeves of 
Green- Satin, and large Skirts, a Cloak 
ſomewhat like a Rocket, very ſhort, and 
a Milan-Cap' of green Pluſh, Being thus 
diſguiſed, he chang'd his Quarters, and 
went to the Hoſt's Brother*s Houſe, who 
alſo muſt of neceſſity be acquainted with 
the Secret, All this could not be done 
without ſome yellow Pieces, whereof he 
had brought good Store out of Flanders, 
with ſome Jewels of Value he had got- 
ten by Gaming, at which he was very For- 


ftunate. | 


About this. time the Marqueſs, with 
the Beautiful Lady his Daughter, were 
vpon their Return from their Pilgrimage. 
before they got to Pont-ferrada, the Beams 
Jof 9 that he was forc'd 
. b | | Lo 
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to come to the Town on Horſeback, and 
to ſtay there two Days, while the Litter 
was mended. The Marqueſs took up the 
ſame Inn where Don Philip had lodged, 
as being the beſt in the Town. The Hoſt 
being taught what he had to ſay to the 
Marqueſs, for the furtherance of Don Phi. 
Jp's Deſign, ſoon met with an Opporty. 
nity to do it. For as moſt Perſons of 
Quality, when they Travel, are very in. 
ifitive to know what is Rare or Re. 
markableat the Places through which they 
paſs; the Marqueſs deſirous to hear what 
there might be at Pont-ferrada, call'd for 
the Hoſt. Having travell'd ſeveral times 
before into Spain, he ſpoke: the Language 
y well, was a very fociabie Perſon and 
lad of Company. 
The Hoſt being come into the Room, 
he began to ask him concerning the An- 
tiquities of the Town, the Illuſt rious Fa- 
milies that had liv'd in it, the Diſpoſition 
of the Inhabitants, the. Beauty of the L. 
dies, and ſuch Particulars : Wherein the 
Hoſt ſatis i'd him, giving him a very exad 
Account of all he knew. Among the An- 
tiquities, and Remarkable things of the 
Town, he came to ſpeak of Don Phili, 
telling ſuch Stories of him as might raik} 
A Deſire in the Marqueſs to fee him. 5 
2 | ere 
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 defarous to Converſe with Strangers, and finds 
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' There is come, (ſaid he to him) within 
theſe fifteen Days, a very rare Perſon to this 
Town, fantaſlically clad in green Stuff; but 
there is a greater Extravagance in bis Beha- 


 wiour than there is in his Cloatbs, and yet in 


the beighth of bis Diſtraction, there may be 
obſerd d certain ſhadows of Underſtanding and 


Stayedneſs, which render him excellent good 
Comp ny. Being as'd by ſome of our Inba- 


bitants, who he was, I am (ſaid he) Son to the 


| River Sill, which paſſes by the Walls of this 


Town, and deſcended from one of the moſt N- 
luſtrious Families of Galicla, He expects to 
be called your Honour, and your Lordſhip 
in Diſcourſe, aud goes by tbe Title of Knight 


of the Noble Order of Prim-rofes, 


The Fooleries be telis to make good the Title 


be aſſumes, are ſo ridiculous, that they force 


Laughter from the moſt Melancholy. He ſel» 
dom comes out of bis Lodging, Feeds higb, 
and we cannot imagine whence we ſhould haue 
means to live at that Rate. He bas a Ser- 
vant to wait on him, who kyows the length of bis 


Foot, and complies with bim in his 7Aadneſs, 


either for bis Advantage, or elſe he has a ſoft 
place in his Head, as well as bis Maſter ;, and 
I think em both very well worth your Obſer va- 
tion. I wonder the Knight has not been yet 
to wait on your Excellency, for he is mighty 


KA them 


them out at ſoon as he bears of their Ari. 
The Marqueſs, was much pleas'd with 
this Relation of the Hoſt, and deſir'd him 
to bring him acquainted with that Noble 
Knight. The fair Lady Eleanora expreſs'd 
alſo a Deſire to ſee him, for ſhe had been 
preſent at the Hoſt's Diſcourſe. He 
gladly ſatisfi'd them, being over-joy'd the 
Prologue of the Deſign had taken ſo well. 
He went to his Brother's to fetch him, 
having before told the Ambaſladour, that 
he muſt Treat him Honovrably, if he ex. 
pected to make any Sport with him; in- 
aſmuch, as being extremely Self-conceited 
in his Madneſs, he wovld be put out of 
all Humour, if he were entertained with 
any Diſ-reſpe&t, or Indifferency. 
The Marqueſs, who was a Perſon natu- 
rally inclin'd to Mirth and Civility, pro- 
mis'd him he would obſerve his Directi- 
ons. Whereupon, the Hoſt marches a- 
way for Don Philip, who came into the 
Room very humorouſly in his Fool's Coat, 
making wry Mouths, and ſome fantaſtick 


Geſtures, the Introduction to his future 


Extravagance, The Ambaſſadour, how 
ſerious ſoever he would appear, as being 
oblig'd by his Quality to diſſemble, could 
not forbear Laughing, to ſee him in that 

 _  Equipage, 
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Equipage, attended by Marco, who on the 
other ſide, Acted very well the Part that 
had been given him. He went to receive 
him at the Chamber-door, with this Com- 
pliment : Welcome the Nobleſt piece of 
Gallantry that ever Spain ſame Welcome tbe 


Mirrour of all the brave Knights that ever 
were Celebrated for their Heroick Actions. 


The News your Excellency tells me, (reply's 
Don Philip ) deſerves not the Reward that may 
he expected for it You are extremely miſt aken, 
if you think your ſelf the firſt of thoſe who have 
admir'd Nature's Prodigality towards me in 
Excellent Parts and Endowments, Giue me 


the Favour at leaſt, (anſwers the Marqueſs) 


to be one of the moſt faithfull Witneſſes thereof, 


which no doubt 1 ſhall, if you pleaſe but to 


honour me a while with your ſweet Company. 
For as a rich Diamond, pleaſes all the World, 
ſo the Attractions of your Countenance, and 
the tranſcendent Inſinuation of your Bebavi- 
our force the Admiration of all that ſee 
vou. 
Don Philip was by this time got near the 
fair Lady Eleanora. Whereupon looking 
with a certain Aſtoniſhment on her Mira- 
culous Beauty, My Lord Marqueſs, (ſaid 
he to him) 7 beſcech you forbear at preſent the 
Praiſes you are pleas d to give me, for it were 
to prophane thoſe which are due to this Excellent 
„ L 329 Creature. 
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Creature, I pray let me know whether ſhe be 
your Daughter; for if ſhe be, you will be much 
concern d in the Elogies I ſhall give this Mi. 
racle, Her coming into the World, was to 
Embelliſh our Hemiſpbere, to ſupply Cupid 
with freſh Darts, to become the Load-(tone of 
Hearts, the Delight of the Eyes, the Aſtoniſh. 
ment of the Univerſe, the Maſter- piece of 

Heaven, and the Miracle of Nature: By the 
Noble Order of Knigbthood I am of, I ſwear, 
That the very Minute I firſt caſt my Eye on 
this Accompliſh'd Beauty, 1 found my Heart 


was grown rebellious, and 11 longer mine; my 


Will bereav'd of all Freedom ; and my Soul 

become abſolute her Slave. In a Word, Sir, 

I think my ſelf ſomewhat different from what 

& was before, and the more I feel my ſelf, the 

ed am aſtoni ſt d at the ſtrange Metamor- 
hoſis. e 

: The Commendations you give me, renowned 


of Flattery, I am Confident you do not your 


ſelf believe one half of what you bave ſaid, 


and therefore it will be bard for you to per ſwade 
me to it, You conſider not that you ail againſt 
your own Sentiment, when you ſpeak againſt 


your Conſcience, I ſhould never adviſe a ; 


Gallant, who would raiſe bimſelf an Eſteem 
with the Ladies, to bazard bis own Diſap - 
 pointment by ſo ill. a Prologue; for to give un- 

. | deſerved 


Knight, (replies the Lady) ſmell roo much 
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8 ſerved Praiſes breeds a ſuſpicion of Imper- 
feclions; aud to be forc'd to make uſe of Falſe- 
8 9d brings Truth into queſtion. The Truth 
tell you, (replies the Amorous Extraya- 
gant) 7s ſuch, ſo pure, ſo clear, and fo far 
Vim all ſuſpicion of being otherwiſe, that you 
hall ever find it as plainly in my Mouth as in 
Hour own LLooking-glaſs. Be not ſo baſty, 
W Honow able Knight, (ſays the Lady to him) 
be pleas'd to take a Chair, for we deſire to 
= Diſcourſe with you at leiſure - Were it Heas 
W 2's pleaſure, Madam, (lays Don Philip, 
W as ſoon as he was fate) that 1 might ever 
= continue near you But I ſee the Honour your 
are pleas d to do me will be but ſhort, and my 
Joy ſoon be over; for I underſtand, that with- 
in two Days you leave this Place, and if you 
go without me, 1 ſhall Die out of pure Grief - 
In the mean time, give me leave to look on this 
Manſion as the Empyreal Heaven: {ance fo 
great a Deity bas Hannu d it with ber Preſence. 
We forget all Civility, (ſays the Marqueſs) 
when we fall into other Diſcourſe, before you 
have firſt entertain d us with your own Noble 
Adventures, that we may thereby know what 
Reſpetts we ought to pay your Worth. There 
1s not any due to me Sir, (replies the diſ- 
guis'd Cavalier) but that the Service I have 
vod you, may be the better receiv'd, I will 
Lide you an Account of my ExtraGion, and 
* | L 4 relate _ 
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relate to you the perfect Hiſtory of my Lif: 
bitherto; be pleaſed to afford your Attention ty 
what I ſhall ſay. | 

The Kingdom of Galicia, was hereto. 
fore Govern'd by Counts, and afterwards 
by Kings. Gondamor Reign'd in that 
time, and continu'd a Widower after the 
Burial of his firſt Wife, by whom he had 
no other Children but the Infanta T beode. 
mira, who coming to Reign after him was 
call'd the Wenching-Queen : She fell in 
Love with the Gallant Cialto, one of the 
Richeſt and moſt proſperous Perſons in 
the Kingdom : He ever kept about the 
Court, and was a Kinſman, (tho' ſome- 
what afar off) to the King, but his princi- 
pal Favourite, by which means he had 
acceſs into the Infanta's Chamber, and got of 
her that Favour whereby Mankind is pro- 
pagated. I prov'd to be the Iſſue of that 
Amorous Union; and the good Hour of 
my Birth hzppen'd at a time that the King 
cbanc'd to be at his Daughter's Lodging. 
The Pains of Child - birth ſurprizd her, 
and being a Novice in ſuch Adventures, 
ſne could not diſſemble her Labour, even 


in the Preſence of her Father, who ima- 


gin'd it was ſome other Accident had hap- 3 
pen'd to her: Her Women help'd her to 
Bed, not knowing the Diſeaſe that 1 8 

an | '& - led 
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| bled her; but not long after I came into 
the World it ſeems, to run through all 
the Misfortunes that have happen'd to me 
ſince. 

Being receiv'd into the World by a 
faithful Servant, who knew of my Mo- 
ther's Amours, ſhe took me in her Lap, 
to be deliver'd to a Brother of hers, who 
wasalſo acquainted with the Buſineſs. As 
ſhe went out of the Infantas Lodging, ſhe 
meets with the King, going to vilit his 
Daughter. She was afraid his Curioſity 
would have prompted him to examine 
what ſhe had in her Lap; which made her 
turn back of a ſudden, and by a ſecret Pair 
of Stairs, go down into the Garden, where 
= having diſpos'd of me into a little Wicker- 
basket, ſhe put me into the River Sil, 
W which ran by the Wall thereof, and told 
the Infanta that ſhe had deliver'd me to 
her Brother, as they had reſolv'd. I was 
carried a while on the Cryſtal-waves of 
that clear River; but at * the Water 
growing ſomewhat rough, I ſunk, and 
was receiv'd into the Arms of the God of 
that River, who encompaſs d by his Fair 
Nymphs, conducted me into his own Cry- 
ſtal-Palace. 

You may perhaps imagine this Diſcourſe 4 


feign d — taken out of the Inventions of the 
1 Poets; 
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* 


Poets; of me leave to aſſure you, that 
5 


the Buſine happen d no otherwiſe than as J 
tell you, I was brought up by the Nymphs 


in that Secret Manſion, and inſtructed by 


the God of the River, who wiſh'd 1 might 


prove worthy fo Noble an Education, 
He caus'd me to be inſtruted in all manner 
of Sciences, and ſpar'd no Pains to make 


me an Accompliſh'd Perſon, I learnt 
three or four Languages, but particularly 


Love, to ſhew his Omnipotency, and that 
all Places are undei his Jurisdiftion, caus'd 
His Flames to faſten. on me even through 
the Water. In that Virginal Company 
of Nymphs, there was one, for whom the 


God of that Watery Habiration had a par- 


ticular Eſteem ; and ſhe deſerv'd it, for 
ſhe very much excell'd all her Companions, 
Her Name was Anacarſia Her Endow- 


ments were extraordinary, and her Beauty 


beyond all Compariſon. In Complexion 
and Stature ſhe came ſomewhat near this 


fair Lady your Daughter, and had the 
fame Advantage over the reſt of the 


Nymphs, as the Delphick-Torch has over 
the other Planets. She played excellently 
well on all kinds of luſtruments; to ſum 
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the Latine above any of the others. Being 
arriv'd to the twentieth Year of wy Age, 
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all Perfeftions. I fell ſo. paſſionately. in 
Love with this Beauty, that I had not a 
Minute's reſt, from the time that little 
Deity had Wounded my Heart, with 
the Mortal Darts of her ſparkliog- 
Eyes. | 
found it a bard Buſineſs to diſcover- | 
my Love to her, in regard I could never. 
meet her alone : She was perpetually 
haunted by ſome of thoſe who liv'd in that 
Chr yſtal Palace: They follow'd her every 


: == and would never be out of her 


Sight. But one Day, when all the other 
Nymphs were gone to a Muſick- meeting, 
at which were alſo to be read certain Le- 
ures of Poeſie, being the ordinary Di- 
vertiſements of 'the God of that River; 
the Divine Anacarſia, purpoſely pretend- 
ed ſome ludiſpoktion, to give me an Op- 
portunity to ſpeak with her. She ſent me 
notice of it, by one who came to tell me 
from ber, that ſhe kept her Bed only for 
= my ſake, than which 1 could not have ex- 
= petcda kinder Compliment from one of 
1 her Sex. I went to her Chamber, and 
found her careleſly laid on a Bed of Moſs, . 

exceeding in whireneſs the fine Shgcts he 
lay on, and diſputing as to Splendour and 
Light, with the Sun, whothen beheid her, 
1 was ſtartled at the Sight of ſo many 

. Charms, 
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Charms, and was upon the Point of looſing 
all Senſe ; an Effect Natural enough in 
thoſe who are truly touched with Love. 
But recovering my ſelf a while, though 
ſtil} much troubled, and my Tongue but 
as it were newly looſened, | took the 
Confidence to make this "Diſcourſe to 
wat 

e Adorable Nymph, the Glory of theſe 
e deep Habitations, but the unavoidable 
© rack of thoſe Hearts, which are capti- 

* vated by your Beauty, my Soul, ſince 
« the firſt time I ſaw you, is abſolutely 
7 * diſpoſed to ſerve you; I have no power 

over it, it is wholly yours, and glories 

in its Slavery. Treat it as a thing that be- 
« longs to you, and as [ have vowed it to 
e you with an inviolable Fidelity. You 
have done me an extraordinary Favour 
* jn allowing me to declare the Amorous 
* Paſſion I have for you: May I further 
« hope, that you will allay it; and if I 
4 ſhould be admitted to that Degree of Fe- 
« licity, ſhould I not be the Happieſt and 
&* moſt Glorious of all Men? 

The fair Anacarſia, infinitely. pleaſed 
nb ſo obliging a Diſcourſe, and the 
Worth ſhe obſerv'd in me, highly ho- 
nour'd me with her Affection, and com- 
n with my Amorous Deſires, in ſuch 


ſweet 


COT 
rreet and melting Expreſſions, as put me 
in hopes of the happy Accompliſhment of 
my Love. But it was not long e're our 
Diſcourſe was interrupted by the God of 
the River, who finding neither of us at the 
Meeting, came ſtreight to her Chamber, 
and flunk in ſo ſoftly, that he over- heard 
ſome part of our A morous Conference; 
which ſo incens'd him againſt me, that he 
immediately reſolv'd to give a check to my 
Preſumption. He laid Siege, with his 
clear Waters, to the Chamber of Anacarſia, 
and e're he had quite Damm'd up the 
Door, he caſt me out with ſuch violence, 
that he threw me to the Bank of the River. 

] preſently heard a Voice ſaying unto me, 
& Guademarus, thou art deſcended from 
* Kings, though it be a long time ſince 
* they have had Scepters in their Hands; 
= © Princes of another Family have diſplac'd 
= © them. Thou art born a Pagan, chuſe 
= © what Law thou thinkeſt beſt; if thou 
© wilt follow my Advice, take that which 
* is obſerv'd in this Kingdom, under 
© which liv'd thy Huſtrions Anceſtors. 
* I have juſtly baniſh'd thee out of my 
% Dominions, becauſe it was not fit 1 
* ſhovld ſuffer prophane Love to be made 


= <© to a Nymph, who had vowed her Cha- 


& ſtity to me as 1 had mine to her. I 


C250). 
* have promiſed her my Protection and 
15 © Alliance i in all things. Keep hencefor- 
ward within thy Kingdom, and aſſure 
. thy ſelf I wiſh thy Good and Advance- 
. ment; ſo far am 1 from doing thee any 
< prejudice. Whitherſoever Fortune ſhall 
4 diſpoſe of thee, be Confident, thou 
e wilt not be out of the reach of my 
. 

With theſe Words the waters of the 
River, ſeem'd to ſtir themſelves into a 
gentle Curl, which being preſently laid, 
it became as ſmooth as it had been before, 
I immediately found my ſelf (by what Ad- 
venture | know not) in a pleaſant Garden, 
| in the midſt of a Bed of fine Prim- roſes, 
q which 1 look'd on as a good Omen, and 
| thought my ſelf oblig'd to derive my Name 
theace. Afterwards at my Baptiſm, 1 
took rhe Name of Peter Blaſco of Galicia, 
taking the Surname from the Kingdom 
which had been heretofore in the Poſſeſſion 
of my Predeceſſors, who have been dead 
this Four hundred Years, as I have found Þ| 

in Hiſtory, Beſides that Name, | have 
raken, an Additional Title, that of Knight 
of the Noble Order of Prim-roſes. J have 
aſſumed it my ſelf ; for an IUuſtrious Hero, 
as lam, may be his own Herald, and by 
what. A ppellations he pleaſes raiſe 1 
elk. 
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ſelf above the Sphere of the common ſort 
of People. N 
« Thus have I given your Excellency 
e an Account wholam and diſcovered to 
« you my true Original, If the Qualities 
and Endowments | own, deſerve the 
Honour to be receiv'd into your Alli- 
e ance, give me leave, O moſt Illuſtrious. 
„ Marqueſs, to make my Addreſſes to 
a this Super-Ceeleſtial Beauty, this Mira- 
cle of our Age, whom Nature has hu- 
« morouſly pleas'd to frame for the De- 
light of the Eyes, and torment of 
= © Hearts, I only expect your good Wil, 
es giye it me, | beſeech you, and thereby 
te ſatisſie my extraordinary Paſſion, I. 
think you ſo generous, that you will not 
« deny it me, if you conſider, that grant- 
« jng it not, you bereave me of my Life, 
* which you know is the moſt Illuſtrious 
© of any in Europe; and are conſequently 
« fatisfied, that the World, lofing in me, 
© the moſt Renowned Knight itever had, 
« muſt withal loſe the worthieſt Kinſman 
© of his Cat holick Majeſty. 
He deliver'd theſe laſt Words, with. 
ſuch pleaſant Geſtures, the better to ex- 
preſs the Violence of his Pallion, that 
both the Marqueſs and his Daughter had 
much ado to forbear Laughing, Aarco 
Was 
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| was aſtoniſh'd to ſee the Force of that pa. Ml ** n 
fion, which of an Accompliſh'd Gentle. © 2 
man made a Ridiculous Lavghing-Stock: 
and could turn a Perſon of Eminent Parts 
and Judgment, into a Counterfeit Extra. 
vagant : for if he had not pretended the 
loſs of his Wits, he had loſt all the hopes 
of his Love; and he conld not have pot- 
ten near ſo Fair a Lady, upon any Account 
but that of Madneſs. 4 
The Marqueſs compoſing his Counte. 
pance to more Serionſneſs, return'd him 
this Anſwer. Seignior Don Pedro Blaſco, 
* the moſt Il]uſtrions, and only Knight 
«of the moſt Noble Order of Prim. xoſes, 
am extremely pleaſed with the Know- 
& ledge you have given me of your Per- 
% ſon, and the Account you have enters 
ce tain'd me withof your Miraculous Birth, 
« and Noble Education: Had a Perſon, 
& lefs Illuſtrious than your ſelf, acquainted 
© me therewith, I ſhould have miſtruſted 
* his Diſcourſe, and imagin'd he told me 
„Fables: But a Perſon of your Worth 
* and Quality, ought to be credited in all 
* things. What further Confirms me in 
* the Truth thereof, is, that he is no leſs 
_* than a Prince who ſpeaks to me. Be- 
* lieve me, I have a great Reſpe@ for 
« your rare Qualities, and ſuch an Ho- 
. er 


'$... 
et nour for your Perſon, that I would 
« aſſure you my own is wholly at your 
« Service, I have that Eſteem for your 
« Friendſhip, that I ſhall endeavour the 
„ continuance of it while I live, I wiſh 
| © my ſelf a natural Inhabitant of this King- 
« dom, that I might have the greater 
= © Opportunities to further your Satis- 
« faction. I ſhall ſtay here but till ſuck 
{© time as his Imperial Majeſty ſhall ſend 
order for my Return; but during the 
E © Abode I ſhall make here, command me 
ein any thing that lies in my Power: As 
© for the permiſſion you Deſire, to make 
* your Addreſſes to my Daughter, I from 
< this time give it you, and I allow her to 
* accept of it, and to entertain you kind- 
10 Iy; but ſhe is already made ſure to a 
* Covfin of hers, and I have ſent to Rome 
= © for a Diſpenſation, which once come, 
= * the Marriage will be concluded: This 
& © Obſtacle lies in your way, and you will 
8 © find it a hard matter to remove it. 1 
dam ſorry I had not the happineſs of your 
** Acquzintance before; for how gladly 


= © would | have embrac'd the honour of 


© having a Son-in-Law of your Worth 
* and Quality, and to ſee my Family allied 
"to the Blood Royal of Galicia? The 
* end of moſt Courtſhips is Marriage; of 

WER yours 
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«© yours you ſee it cannot be: To addref, very 
<* your ſelf to my Daughter upon any o. neſs 
ther Account, | know you would not; 7 vv 
* The Husband ſhe expects is a Perſon of ſome 
„ ſo much Gallantry, as not to receiye D 


* any ſuch Affront. 

Our diſguis'd Extravagant broke forth 
into great Reſeatmeats upon his obliging 
Diſcourſe, which made excellent Sport for 
all chat were preſent. But having laugh'd 
their fill, the Marqueſs and his Daughter 
could not forbear making Charitable Re. 
flections on that ſtrange kind of Diſtraction. 
It pity'd them to ſee a Gentleman every 
way ſo Accompliſhed, fallen into ſuch un- 
heard of Extravagance, .as to alledge him- 
ſelf deſcended from a River, and brought 
up in it Five hundred Years before: While 
ſome that were preſent, purpoſely to urge 
him to ſpeak, -pppos'd the Stories he had 
told them, gad he endeavour'd to give 
them Satisfaction; the Marqueſs ac- 
quainted his Daughter with a Deſigu that 
came into his Mind, which was to carry 
Don Pedro. along with him to the Court; 
it being likely he would find them excellent 
Sport by the way: They reſolv'd to treat 
him as a Perſon of Emipent Quality, hav- 
ing underſtood by his Servant, that he 
was really ſuch, and that upon his Reco- 
. very 


>. . 2 
very out of a great Sickneſs, that Mad- 
neſs had ſeizd him. The Lady Eleano- 
14 was very well content, leaving it to 
ſome other time to acquaint him therewith. 

Don Pedro Blaſcocoming to take his leave 
of the Marqueſs, faid to him, that ſince 
he was ſo unhappy as not to deſerve his 
| Fair Daughter's Hand in the Quality of a 
Husband, he would allow him to Dove 
her with a Vertuons Lave, ſuch as even 
her Husband ſhould not diſapprove: The 
| Marqueſs gave way, deſiring him to ho- 
| nour him with his Company at Supper that 
Night, by reaſon he had ſomewhat to 
E Communicate unto him. Don Philip glad- 
ly accepted the Proffer, and thereupon, 
they parted, Fe 
Ihe Marqueſs and his Company talked 
very much of Don Pedro, wondring at the 
8 ſtrange kind of Madneſs he was fallen into. 
He acquainted them, with the Deſign he 
had to take him along with him to the 
Court. The Maſter of the Houſe where 
he was Lodg'd, happening to be then pre- 
ſent, told him, that he doubted, Don Pe- 
gy 40 Blaſco would hardly be perſwaded 
W thereto, if the Marqueſs treated him as 
an inferiour: For he was mighty Self con- 
ceited, and ſtood much upon his Honour; 
but if he were willing, there would ariſe 

8 another 
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another Difficulty in the manner of hj, 
Travelling: In regard, (faid he to him) 
your Excellency going by Litter, I think 
he would be loath to go by Horſe : © Wel 
„ find an Expedient for that, (ſays th: 
** Marqueſs) which is that my Daughter, 
© as his Miſtreſs, ſhall command him to 
© entertain her at the ſide of her Litter; 
* for if his Love continues, he will be glad 
* of the Opportunity, and he ſhall have 
* an excellent Horſe richly Harneſs'd, 
© which 1 have led after me, to ride 
„ on when I am weary of the Lit- 
dor. | 

Don Philip, who had been acquainted 
with all theſe Diſcaurſes, fail'd not to 
come to Supper, to which he had been 
Invited. The Marquefs receiv'd him very 


civilly, and caus'd a Chair to be ſet for 


him, near his Daughter, which he thovght 
a very ſignal Favour. They talk'd of di- 
vers things. The Marqueſs finding he had 
an excellent Wit in his [ntervals, which 
he ever clos'd with ſome pleaſant Extra- 
vagance. They were very Merry at Sup- - 
Per, and were oblig'd for their Diverſion, 
to the Merry Diſcourſes of ' Don Philip. 


At laſt, the Cloth being taken away, the 


Marqueſs broke his Mind to him in theſe 
Words. 9815 
A % Tis 
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«© Tis a thouſand Pities, moſt Renown- 
« d Knight, that a Perſon fo Accom- 
& pliſp'd as you are, and one furniſh'd 
«with all the Excellent Endowments that 
“recommend Men to the Favour and E- 
« ſteem of Princes, ſhonld as it weredefie 
« their Courts, and ſpend your Time and 
«© Talents in ſuch an obſcure Place as this 
“ js, ] have heard that the reaſon of this 
« your Retirement 1s, that you have not 
% means to live ſuitably to your Condi- 
„tion, and the Rank you ſhould main- 
« tain, If it be ſo, give me leave to 
« propoſe an Expedient to you, out of 
* the particular Eſteem I have for your 
« Seignory, I ſhall take it for a very great 
% Favour if you will be pleas'd to go a- 
long with me to Villadolid, where you 
8 © ſhall be treated, in my Quarters, with 
« all the Submiſſions and Reſpects due to 
& 2 Perſon of your Quality, yet ſo as that 
it ſhall not coſt you any thing. By 
© this means coming to be known, and 
„ your Worth ſpreading it ſelf, you may 

& © meet with a rich Wife, of ſome Illu- 
ſtrious Family; wherein my Daughter 
„may do you a Kindneſs, in regard ſhe 
© baving occaſion to ſee many of them, 
will advance you into her Favour, for 
| * whom you have moſt Inclination : Let 
| | me 
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e me obtain of your Knighthood, tj; 
„% Favour I Deſire of yon: Live free! 
with us: Since you would have me be. 
* lieve, that the Love you bear m 
4 Daughteris pure and fincere ; I will uu. 
<* dertake it ſhall be kindly taken by the 
% Husband the hopes to have: l expet 
© your Anſwer to this Particular, and 
* Deſire it may be Conſonant to the E. 
_« ſteem I have for your Worth. 

Don Philip was extremely ſatisfied, that 
the 4mpoſture had taken ſo well, and im. 
mediately apprehended, That living in 
the Houſe with the Marqueſs, he fhoul( 
be near her whom he Ador'd ; which wa 
the main end of his Deſires. Whereupon 
he return'd him this Anſwer, © No 
„Temptation in the World ſhould hare 
© forc'd my Removal from this Place, bu 
* the extraordinary Civilities I have re. 
L ceiv'd from your Excellency, I had re. 
ſolv'd to ſpend the reſt of my Days in 
* this Retirement, as conceiving it the 
* beſt Courſe for a Perſon of my Qualit), 
* whoſe Revennes are much below his Ho- i 
e nour; to confine himſelf to ſome. Place, 
«©. where he is not much known, and {| 
_ © avoid the charge of Servants and Cloths. 
** But the Reſpects you are pleas'd to have 
for me, together with this _— ; 
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ts dent Beauty, who by the ſorcible At- 


6 tractions of her Divine Countenance, 
& draws Hearts after her, as the Thracian 
« Orpheus did living Creatures, Stones 
« and Plants, by the Harmonious Sound 
© of his Harp, have made me wholly at 
« your Service. I ſhall not trouble either 
« you or my ſelf to tell you how Perſons 
4 of my Quality ought to be treated; 2 as 
« thinking it enough, that I have already 
&« acquainted you with my Titles, and 
particularly that 1 am of the Blood 
„Royal. The greateſt Favour you can 


d ever do me, is, that you command me 


© to wait on your Davghter on the road, 

« which if you do, 1 ſhall the more wil 
« lingly accept of the Proffer you are 
* pleas'd to make me. The Marqueſs 
finding him willing to go along with them, 
all that remain'd to be done, was to pre- 


ſwade him to do it on Horſe-back, which 


he was content to do, that he might the 


better entertain his Miſtreſs at the fide of 


the Litter. Pon Philip help'd the Lady 
into her Litter, being Proud in his Mind 
at that IntroduQian of his Service to her, 
and that he had the Happineſs to take ber 
by the fair Hand; continving his Attend- 
ence on her from their Departure from 
Pont Free falloney came to Villadolid. — U 
the 
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the way long, he entertain'd her with 
pleaſant Diſcourſes, intermixt with Amo. 
rous Expreſſions, and at every Inn they 
came to, ſhe fail'd not to give her Father 
an} Account of the diverting Diſcourſe, 
ſhe had with Don Philip. | 
- The laſt Day of their Journey, Don 
Philip would needs feel the Pulſe of his 
Miſtreſs as to her intended Marriage, and 
endeavour'd to diſcover how ſhe was in- 
clin'd thereto, He brought the Diſcourſe 
about fo dextrovuſly, that ſhe might not 
ſuſpect him guilty of any impertinent Cu. 
riolity. It is commonly obſerv'd that 
Perſons any way afflicted are apt to break 
their Minds to any People, but eſpecially 


to thoſe with whom they are Familiarly 


acquainted. Accordingly, to eaſe her 
own Thoughts, and ſatisfy Don Philip, ſhe 
made him this Anſwer. "M6 
e Worthy Knight of the moſt Honour- 
& able Order of Prim-roſes, | muſt needs 
&« acknowledge, that my Couſin Henrich 
© js a Perſon endow'd with all the Quali- 
ties, capable to raiſe a Woman's Love 
to the higheſt Pitch; but I have withal 
« diſcovered him to be ſo fickle, and one 
« ſo naturally inclined to addreſs himſelf 
4 to all ſorts of Women, not regarding 
c whether they be nobly or meanly de- 
„ ſcended, 
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« ſcended, that it very much cools my 
« Affection towards him, and makes me 
' fear his Alliance; though | find my ſelf 

« ſyfficiently inclin'd thereto, could 1 
| & perceive any likelihood of his reforming 
« himſelf of that infufferable Humour: 
« But far from that, ſince my coming into 
« Spain, when he ſhould have endeavour'd 
«to give me greater aſſurance of his 
« Aﬀection, 1 find him as indifferent as 
“to my Satisfaction as ever; And Hea- 
« yen knows with what apprehenſions [ 
« am induc'd to condeſcend to this Match; 
« for if lam now frightn'd at the thoughts 
„of his Miſcarriages, what muſt I-nor 
+ fear, when he obtains the Superiority ? 
© The Obedience | owe my Father, and 
te the neceſſity I find that this Marriage 
e ſhould be concluded, for the Compoſure 
* of ſome Differences in our Family, make 
© me wholly paſlive in the Buſineſs, and 
te ſo content it ſhould go forward. I ad- 
© mit of his Addreſles not without ſome - 
| © violence to my Inclination, and all 1 

* can do, is to pray Heaven, that it 
* would inſpire him with better. Reſolu- 
tions. Ii 

Don Philip could have wiſh'd that ſhe had 
not been ſo reſolute, as ſhe ſeem'd to be- 


He therefore, though then perſonating a 
" 8 TY M 1 
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Fool anſwer'd ber as a Wiſe man, and 
advis'd her to bear a while with the Fail. 
 Ings of her Couſin, © Deſpair not Ma. 
dam, (ſaid he to her) but Don Henrich 
© may become another Man, and that if 
< he be ſuch as you deſcribe him now, 
< that volatile Humour will be fix'd in 
4 him, when he comes to be poſſeſs'd of 
% fo fair and accompliſh'd a Lady. But 
he reſolv'd upon the firſt Opportunity 
ſhould preſent it ſelf, to expreſs his Mind 
to her in other Terms; and to make 
a full Diſcovery of himſelf to his Mi. 
Kreſs. | | 
They came that Day to Villadolid, and 
#Henrick,\"met them half a Day's Journey 
ſhort of it: He was very kindly receiv'd, 
both of the Marqueſs and his Daughter, 
whereat the diſguiſed Don Philip was not 
a little troubled ; for finding Don Henrick 
a very graceful Perſon, he began to en- 
tertaia ſome doubts of the Succeſs of his 
Enterprize. The Marqueſs thought to 
make him acquainted with Don Philip, that 
by the Character he gave him, he might 
accordingly treat him. Nephew, (ſaid 
4 he to him) 1 pray take notice of this 
% Noble Cavalier, who has Honour'd us 
with his Company from Galicia; for his 
* Perfon, and the rare Qualities he is 
1 ee « Maſter 
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« {faſter of, are ſuch as deſerve the higheſt 


« Eſteem, I deſire you to reſpe bim 
&« accordingly, and aſſure your ſelf all you 
« do will be below his Merit, not only 


c upon the Account of the Royal Blood 


„ from which he is deſcended, but alſo 


es the Romantick Title he aſſumes to him- 


« ſelf, of Knight of the Honourable Order of 
„Prim: roſes: ge pretends a Jurisdiction 


cover all thoſe Places where-ever any of 
© that Flower grows, and never ſees it, 

| * but he thinks of the Complexion of a 

© Miſtreſs he once had, who ſpent moſt 


« of her time in Gardens, in one where- 
9 * of it was Love's Plcaſure to make him 
* a Captive to her Beauty, as ſne was ga 

e thering fome Prim-roſes. 
This Deſeription made Den Henrick take 


2 particular notice of Don Philip, and he 


coubted not as well by his Accoutrements, 


as by the Fantaſtick Title he had taken to 


himſelf, to conclude him a moſt Tran- 
ſcendent Extravagant, and that as ſuch, 


they had entertain'd him into their Com- 


pany. Accordingly, to compiy with his 


Uncle, he made this Compliment to Don 


7 bilip, * Moſt Honourable Knight of the 
« Order of Prim roſes, I ſhall receive your 
BY . Acquaintance with as great Satisfaction 
das | ſhould. do that of the greateſt Mo- 
M2 „ narch 
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<< narch in the Word, and think my elf 
« infinitely oblig'd to you, that being a 
* Perſon of ſuch extraordinary Parts, yon 
„ were pleas'd to honour, the Marqueſ, 
< my Uncle, and my Couſin, with your 
„% Company ſo far out of your own Ter. 
< ritories. In acknowledgement of that 
< Noble Fayour, be pleas'd to accept the 
< Proffer I make to you of ever bein 

your moſt affectionate and moſt humble 
Servant, than which I cannot expect g 
© a higher Relation to you, when ] conſi- 
< der the Character my Uncle has been 
s 'pleas'd to give you. 

Don Philip return'd him moſt humble 
thanks, and ſaid to him, „] have fo high 
*« an Eſteem for whatſoever this fair Lady 
< is concern d in, that I ſhall make it my 
“ Buſineſs to Sacrifice all you think moſt 
« Excellent in me to her Satisfaction and 
< yours, as long as it ſhall pleaſe his Ex- 
© cellency to give me leave to be of his 
% Retinue. How (replies Henrick) may 
* we expect that farther Happineſs as to 
* enjoy: your Company for {ome time! 
« I ſee no reaſon you have to be ſo glad of 
ce it,- (replies the Marqueſs) for you muſt 
know, that Don Pedro Blaſco is fallen 
<* deeply in Love with your Couſin, and 
that it is his Affection has : 

| «* this 


A433 4 
© this Acquaintance ; though he has aſ- 
« ſur'd me, that ſince he underſtood (he: 
« was deſign'd for you, that Love is turn*d' 
„e into a pure fraternal Friendſhip, and 
« under that Innocent Paſſion he endea- 
« yours to oblige her what lies in his 
«* Power. Be pleas'd to take my further 
“ Aſſurance of it, (fays Don Philip) that 
« no Thought of that may break your 
«Reſt; for that Confideration laid aſide, 
« ] ſhould think my ſelf capable to raiſe a 
« ſealouſy even in Narciſſus himſelf, were 
« he now alive: For I dare without any 
«Vanity, affirm it, That there is not a 
« Perſon in the World may be compar'd 
© to me, either as to Gracefulneſs of Bo- 
« dy or Accompliſhments of Mind. 
« am ſufficiently convinced of the Truth 
«© of what you ſay, (ſays Henrick) though 
© [ have not known you long: And there- 


{ * fore wholly relying on the Promiſe you 


* make me, | ſhal] fear nothing as to your 
* Pretenſions, which were they any o- 
« ther Perſon's I ſhould not be guilty of 
© ſo great an Indifferency. With theſe. 
Diſcourſes,” they got to the Court, and 
the Ambaſſador being alighted at his Houſe, 
he there found many Ladies, impatiently 
expeQing the Arrival of the fair Lady 
Eleanora, who was receiv'd out of her Lit- 
M 3 ter 
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ter into the Arms of her deſign'd Husband, 
whereat Don Philip could do no leſs than 
conceive a little Jealouſy, Henrick, to 
begin the Demonſtrations of his Love, 


had prepared a Magnificent Supper, to 


which were invited all thoſe, of both 
_ Sexes, who were come thither to receive 
the Ambaſſador and his Daughter. Don 
Philip went to Bed preſently after Supper, 
extremely troubled in mind, that he had 
engag'd himſelf in an Enterprize, wherein 
he found fo great Difficulties. He could 
not imagine any means to bring it about, 
ſo as that he might come off with Credit: 


He met with too many Obſtacles, and 


what afflicted him moſt-of all, was the 
Reſolution the Lady had taken to fſatisfic 
her Father's Will, who was deſirous the 
Marriage ſhovld' be concluded with Hen- 
rick, though: he had been acquainted, as 
well as ſhe, with his Miſcarriages. Marco 
could not forbear grumbling at the Reſo- 
Intion of his Maſter, which ſhould have 
ended amidſt thoſe Difficulties. He ex- 
pos'd himſelf as an Extravagant Perſon 
in a Court where he might have rais'd him- 


ſelf into Eſteem, and out of a hope not 


likely to be brought to any Effect, he ran 
himfelf daily into new Inconveniences. 


The Maſter and Servant ſpent ſome _ 
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of the Night in diſcourſing about the Bu- 
ſineſs, till at laſt Don Philip fell aſleep, 
with a Reſolution to diſcover himſelf to 
his Miſtreſs, and if his Addreſſes were not 
well entertain'd by her, to return imme- 
diately into Galicia, 0 pie 
The Viſits of the Cavaliers and Ladies, 
continu'd fix Days, during which time 
the Marqueſs and his Davghter were often 
ſeen, both of them taking much Pleaſure 
in the pleaſant Demeanour of Don Philip, 
who acted the Part he had undertaken fo 
admirably well, that his Extravagances be- 
came the Diſcourſe of the whole Court; 
all ſpeaking of him as one of the moſt 
Humorous Fools that had come upon the 
Stage of a long time: Inſomuch that ſome 
_ adviſed the Ambaſſadour to bring him to 
the Palace, aſſuring him the King would 
be much pleas'd with his Behaviour. Dor 
Philip coming to hear of ir, ſeem'd to be 
very angry and excuſed himſelf, out of a 
fear his Majeſty might not entertain him, 
ſuitably to his Quality and Extraction; 
that he would not run the hazard of re- 
ceiving an Affront, and that the leaſt Diſ- 
reſpect ſhewn him wovld force him to 
violent Reſentments thereof. The Am- 
baſſadour preſs'd him no further leſt he 
might put him out of Humour, perceiving 
M. 4. he 
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he lik'd not. the Propoſal, and put it of 


to ſome other time, when perhaps he 
might find him more inclin'd to Compli- 
Ance. 

. . Henrick, who was lodg'd in the Am. 
baſſadour's Houſe, had only two Servants 
to wait on him, whom he truſted with 
the Knowledge of all his Love-Adven-. 
tures. It happened that both theſe fel] 
Sick at the ſame time, a time when he 


ſhould have ſhewn more Reſervedneſs in 


his Amovrs, to raiſe himſelf into a better 
Eſteem with his Miſtreſs : Buy he on the 
contrary, minded his own Enjoyments 
above all things, and never conlidering 
the preſent poſture of his Affairs, he con- 
tinu'd his Night Viſits, as he was wont to 
do before her Arrival. Being thus diſ- 
appointed of their Attendance, who were 
beſt 29 with his Humours, he 
conceiv'd he could not pitch upon a fitter 
Perſon to accompany him than Marco, who 
with the leave of his Maſter Dor Philip, 
went along with him: Finding him a ſubtil 


Fellow and experienc'd in ſuch Affairs, he 


thought him a Perſon fit for his Purpoſe, 


and accordingly that he might truſt him 


with any thing. He took him along with 


him three or four Nights together to a 


certain Houſe, out of which he came at a 
Ii | very 


Fon? 
yery unſeaſonable Hour. Though Marco 
went in with him, yet durſt he not be ſo 
impertinently inquiſitive, as to ask who 
was the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, till the 
third or fourth Night that he had accom- 
panied him thither; and then being alone 
with the Servant-maid (who taking Ex- 
ample by her Miſtreſs began to expreſs 
ſome Kindneſs towards Marco) he ask'd 
her whoſe Houſe that was, and to whom 
Henrick made his Viſits. 4 
Love and Secrecy are ſeldom found in 
the ſame Lodging. She was a Servant, 
and in Love with Marco; there needs no 
more to he ſaid, to make it appear, that 
ſhe ſatisfied him in whatever he defir'd to 
know. Marco underſtood from her, that, 
that Houſe belong'd to his Maſter Don 
Philip's Aunt, and that his own Siſter was 
the Perſon whom Henrick had at Rack and 
Manger, upon a Promiſe of Marriage, ſhe 
had gotten from him a little before, un- 
der his Hand; ſhe by: reaſon of her Re- 
tiredneſs, being Innocently Ignorant of 
the Treaty of Marriage between him 
and his Couſin the Lady Eleanora. 
Marco having pump'd out all theſe 
Particulars, fail'd not to give his Maſter 
an Account thereof the next Day. Don 


| Philip was extremely ſurpriz'd thereat : 
M.s not. 
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not without Indignation againſt his Siſter, 1 1 
though that Procedure of Henrick raisd D 
him into ſome hopes of effecting his De- 1 
ſign; preſuming the more upon it, in that Nr 
being equal, as to Birth, to Henrick, he 
was reſolv'd he ſhovld never Marry any «i 
other, than her whom he had ſo highly f. 
diſhonour'd, He therefore commanded 1 
Afareo to acquaint the Maid who had made t. 
thoſe Diſcoveries to him, that the Mar- 8 
riage of Henrick+and his Couſin was agreed MW P 
upon, and that a Meſſenger was ſent to f 
Rpme for the Diſpenſation, not forgetting C 
the rare Accompliſhments. of the Lady e 
Fleanora; to the end ſhe might acquaint 
his Siſter therewith, to ſee what Courſe 
ſhe would take, and how ſhe would Re- 
medy the Affront intended her. 
He punctually executed the Orders he 
had receiv'd from Don Philip, ſo that the 
Night following Donna Cornelia (ſo was 
Don Philip's Siſter call'd) was acquainted 
with the whole Buſineſs. She thereupon 
had a great Conteſtation with Don Henrici, 
who impudently deny'd that he had any 
thing to do, as to Marriage, with his 
Couſin. In fine, having done all he could 
to vindicate himſelf, and appeaſe Donna 
Cornelia, ſhe pretended to be ſatisfied with 
him, provided he more fully juſtifi'd his 
„„ * Innocence 


Tam? 
Innocence the next Morning. So ſhe dif- | 
miſs'd Henrick, who. went away well 
| atisfied, imagining her to be ſo too: But 
reſolving with himſelf not to give her any 
Viſit a while, he pretended ſome Indiſpo- 
ſit ion. Dow Philip underſtood that Night 
from Marco all that had paſſed between 
Don Henrick, and his Siſter, aud was ex- 
tremely incens'd againſt her, that ſhe had 
given Credit to the deceitful Words of a 
perfidious Man. However, he thought 
fit to let paſs two Days, to ſee what 
Courſe his Siſter would take in that time, 
commanding Marco to proſecute. his Dif- 
coveries. a 1s, 1 11 b 
The next Day, Don Henrick not coming 
to clear himſelf, as he had promis'd, Don- 
na Cornelia was ſo enrag'd, that ſhe would 
e ſtay no longer, but reſolv'd to be ſatisfied - 
je from the Mouth of the Ambaſſadour, of 
the Affront intended to be done her. She 
d took a Coach, and veiling her Face, came 
to his Houſe, but at ſuch an unfortunate 
time, that ſhe met Don Henrick at the 
Door, who diſcovering who ſhe was, 
preſently imagin'd what might Occaſion 
that Viſit, and that her coming thither 
was to acquaint the Ambaſſadour how he 
was engag'd to her, and to ſhew him that 
Promiſe of Marriage. Don Henrick * g 
| „ 
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her with extraordinary Kindneſs, which 
ſne taking otherwiſe than he expected, 
added the more to his Suſpicion. He 
told her, he had ſomething particular to 
acquaint her with, and entreated her to go 
along with him to a Room at ſome diſtance 
from his Uncle's Lodgings. Donna Corne. 
lia would not be per ſwaded a good while 
to give him that Satisfaction, telling bim, 
that ſhe muſt firſt ſpeak with the Ambaſſa- 
dour, and that afterwards he ſhould talk 
with. her as long as he. pleas'd. That 
Don Henrickendeavour'd to prevent, aſſu- 
ridg her, that he was at that time, very 
buſie, looking over a pacquet of Letters 
he had -receivd from the Emperour. He 
was: ſo importunate with her, that ſhe 
would hear him before ſhe ſpoke with the 
Ambaſſadour, that at laſt he prevail'd. 
Whereupon conduCiing her to Don Philip's 
Chamber, he entreated him to bear her 
Gompany, till he. came back to ſpeak with 
her. 796.02 
Cornelia having her Face veil'd all this 
time, Don Philip knew her not, but by the 
Diſcoveries he had receiv d, he ſuſpected 
her to be his Siſter: On the other ſide, be 
was ſo:transform'd by the Extravagance 
of his Cloths, and what added much to his 
- Diſguiſe; his perpetual wearing of 10 
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, that ſhe could not have the leaſt imagina⸗ 
| tion of his being her Brother. Don Philip 
kept her Company a while, without en- 
| quiring into the Occaſion of her coming 
| thither, aud at laſt, leaving her lock'd up 
in the Room; he went to look for Don 
| Henrick, to know how he would have him 
: WW diſpoſe of her. He was then buſie with 
' his Uncle, bur ſent one to deſire Don Phi- 


. jp, to entertain that Lady a while, with 
0 this Excuſe, that as ſoon as he could, he 
t would come and diſpatch her. Don Phi- 
lip returning to his Chamber, immediately 
if lock d the Door. , *RY 
8 ln the mean time the Lady Eleanora had 
e underſtood, that her Covſin bad ſpoken. 
e to a Woman with her Face Veil'd in one 
e of the Walks leading to the Ambaſſa- 
. dour's Houſe, and deſir'd Don Philip to 
s Conduct her to his Chamber. The [ea- 


r louſy ſne conceiv'd thereat rais'd in her 
h a Deſire to know who ſhe might be, 
| which ſhe might eaſily diſcover, by reaſon 
Is there was a Paſſage from her Lodgings to 
je Don Philip's Chamber, and at the end of 
d it a Door, whereof ſhe had the Key : She 
e open'd it very ſoftly, leſt ſhe might be 
e perceiv'd, and that juſt as Don Philip, com- 
is ing into the Room, found his Siſter with 
h ber Face Unveil'd, expecting to be _ 

6% ON J, 


(254) 

only by Don Henrick, whom only ſhe ſtaid 
for : As ſoon as he bad taken a fight View. 
of her, he apply'd this Diſcourſe to her, 
Ungracious and VUnbappy Woman, unworthy 
of the Houſe out of whicb thou art deſcended, ; 
and that I ſhould call thee my Siſter '_ 1s it 
poſſible thou ſhouldeſt be Guilty of ſo ſtrange 
an Oblivion of thy ſelf, as relying on the vain 
Promiſes of a treacherous Perſon to come into 
this Houſe to ſeek bim who has abus d thec, 
and to wbom thou haſt impudently proſtitured 
thy ſelf ? Comeſt thou to importune a Man 
that bas forgotten thee, and to Court bim who 
bas ſo palpably decciv'd tbee ? If, beſotted 
with a fond Love, it be thy Deſign to be Mar- 
ried to him, thou baſt Friends to whom thou 
mighteſt have Communicated thy Defares, ra- 
ther than have abandon'd tby 2 to a Man 
who treats thee with ſo much Contempt ; and 
not wit hſtanding all bis Careſſes, laughs at thee 
in bis Sleeve, He is upon the Point of Mar- 
riage with bis Couſin; art thou ſo Simple, as 
that thou only ſhould" ſt be Ignorant of what is 
known all ever the Court? Had I not a reſpe# 
for the Place where thou art, this Sword ſhould 
diſpatch thy Criminal Soul i into the other World, 
that thou migbt ſt be an Example to all ſuch 
fimple Fools at thau art : Haſt thou ſo far 
Forgotten the Reſpect due to thy Aunt, as to 
Propbane ber Houſe, by aſſigning Henrick 
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bis Nocturnal Meetings in it? Thou fſhould'(#: 
have bethoug bt thy i who thou art, that he 
is of no better a Houſe. than thy ſelf, and that 
thy Quality is as bigb as bis. Iis a great 
happineſs to thee, that an Humour took me to 
come into this Court, though thou ſeeſ me in 
this ridiculous Habit, to prevent, what lies in 
my power, Henrick's further Abuſe of. thee ;,_ 
which 1 will do. with the hazard of my: Life 
| Tell me, infamous Woman, what has paſ: d 
between you, that J may take ſome Cour ſe 
therein, and diſſemble not the Truth in any 
thing; for it concerns thee no leſs than Honour 
| and Life. | She Hi 

The Diſconſolate Donna Cornelia heard 
this Diſcourſe with her- Eyes faſtned on. 
the Ground and flowing with Tears, with=- 
out giving him the leaſt Interruption. 
But at Jaſt, to obey her Brother, whoſe 
Indignation ſhe ſaw juſtly grounded, ſhe. 
told him in few Words, how Henrick had 
| ſeen her at a certain Publick Meeting, that 
he lik d her, and having enquir'd out her 
Lodgings, he had ſent her ſeveral Let- 
ters; that having continu'd his Addreſſes 
to her with great demonſtrations of Affecti- 
on, ſne had granted him entrance into 
the Houſe, and that upon a Promiſe of 
Marriage under his Hand, (which ſhe had 
about her) ſhe had permitted him to d - l 

pole 
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poſe of her as he pleas'd. In fine ſhe gare 


him a particular Account of all that nh 
pen'd between them; whereupon he, to 


add no more to her affliction, put her 


in ſome hope, that Henrick ſhould be forced 


to perform the Promiſe he had made to 


her. ; 


The wir Lady Eleanors had heard at 


this Diſcourſe at the Door, which was be- 
tween her Lodgings and Don Philip's 
Chamber ; extremely aſtoniſhed how x 
Perſon of Qwality (ſuch as ſhe found Don 
Philip to be by his Diſcourſe) and one of 
ſuch an excellent Wit, could put on a 
Fool's Coat, and behave himſelf as an Ex» 
travagant in their Houſe, and all abont 
the Court. She was Ignorant of the Cauſe 


of that ſtrange Met amor phoſis, and yet ſhe 


had a certain Suſpicion, that it might be 
upon her Account. On the other fide, 
ſne reflected on the double Treachery of 
her Couſin Don Henrick, in treating of a 
Marriage with her, having given à Pro- 


miſe of the ſame thing to another, and to 
a Perſon ſo highly qualify'd as Dam Cor- 


nelia ſeem'd to be. 

Being fully ſatisfy'd as to thoſe two 
things, ſhe would not ſtand to hear them 
any longer, but ruſh'd into the Room ſo 


of a ſudden, as that ſhe had not the time 
to 


. 


/ 
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to put any thing over her Face, nor he to 
diſemble his Indignation. Seeing her 
coming towards them, Ab Madam, (ſaid 
he to her) What mean theſe Ambuſhes ? 
What's your Deſign therein, Soveraign Prin- 
ceſs of my Soul, and abſolute Direttreſs of my 
Inclinations ? Do you uſe ſuch a' Treacbery 
againſt thoſe who could not ſo much as imagine 
| you guilty of any ſuch thing? 1 wiſh ſo great 
4 Beauty wouid not give me any more ſuch Ap- 
prehenſions, for another Surprize of this Na- 
ture would make me die out of pure Joy, as it 
has been the Fortunes of others to die out of an 
exceſs of Grief. OO rm Th ET 
There is no Diſſembling any longer, (re- 
Plies the Lady) for I am fully aſſur d that 
| you are not the Perſon you ſeem to us to be, 
ana that the Affliction you are in, requires ra- 
ber ſecret and real Reſentments, than perſo- 
nated Extravagances. - My Curioſity beights 
ned by a little Fealouſy, procured me the Diſ- 
covery of more than you imagine: I bave found 
the Perfidiouſneſs of my Couſin Don Henrick - 
greater towards me than I could have ex- 
pected; conſidering bis pretended: Kindneſſes.. 
I would fain be deliver'd out of the Confuſion 
lam in, and I earneſtly entreat you to reſolve 
me this Riddle; for its Obſcurity perplexes me 
very much But before you take that Trouble 
upon you, give me leave to carry this Lady 
W 8 Jour. 
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_ your Siſter to my Lodgings, and if my Couſir 


comes in the mean time to enquire after ber 
you may tell bim, that ſhe went away much ail. 
pleaſed at bis long Stay, and leave \tbe reſt ty 
me. 

Having ſo ſaid, ſhe took Donna cn 
along with her, aſſuring her ſhe would do 
all that lay in her Power to ſerve her, 
which put her in hope of a better Succel; 
in her Affairs, than ſhe could have deriv'd 

from either her Brother's [ndignation, or 
Henrick's Treachery, The Lady Eleanor 
left Donna Cornelia among her Women, 
and returns to Don Philip; who though at 
firft ſurpriz'd at the Sight of her, and the 
thought of her having over-heard the 
Infamy of his Siſter ; yet was he withal 
glad of it, ſince her Jealouſy and Curioſity 
had diſcovered his Transformation, and 
the unhandſome Carriage of her Couſin. 
Don Philip therefore was very glad to ſee 
his Miſtreſs return'd, as might be ſeen 
dy the Chearfulneſs of his Countenance. 
She deſired him to take a Chair, and doing 
the like her ſelf, ſhe open'd her Mind to 
him ia theſe Words. 
I have been in an extraordinary Confuſion 
for ſome Days paſt, and ſo _— againſt 
my Couſin Don Hearick, to ſee the ſtrange- 


xeſs of his Bebaviour rowards me, that I come 
{0 
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to receive your Advice bow far ] oupht to re- 
ſent it, and withal to be ſatisfyed in ſome 
things, whereof 1 muſt yet Acknowledge my 
ſelf Ignorant. One is, and that much raiſes 
my wonder, to ſee you counterfeiting the Fool 
and Extravagant, m a Court, where you 
might rather act the Part of a Perſon of Ho- 
now and Gallantry ; as having the advan- 
tage of being Brother to ſo fair a Lady as Don- 
na Cornelia, who beſides the Recommendation 
of Beauty, ſeems to be Miſtreſs of many other 
good Qualities. You may infer from my Diſ- 
courſe, that being of the Quality I ſuppoſe you 
to be, yon diſhonour your ſelf in repreſenting 
the Natural and Ridiculous Perſon, as well in 
regard of the Habit you have aſſum d, as the 
Extravagant Actions wherewith you amuſe the 
World, Which ſince I cannot imagine yo 
woutd do but that there muſt be ſome Myſtery 
in it, I am the more deſirous to know your Mo- 
tives thereto, in that I conceive it will be a. 


| means to clear my Mind of certain Doubts 


which now lie ſome what heavy upon it. Hav- 
ing delivered this with the beſt Grace in 
the World, the fair Lady was ſilent, and 
left Don Philip the Liberty to make this 
reply, If you find me at any loſs, Madam, 
in ſatisfying your Deſires as to this particular, 
I queſtion not but you will have the goodneſs to 
attribute it, to that Diſtraction four Mortals 

T . 
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are ſubject to, when they Addreſs themfelves y ſec: 
the Objects of their Vows and Adoration, int. 
You cannot be Ignorant, (thougb you knew u [el/ 
not by Experience) that Love is a powerful WM p1/ 
Divinity, to whom Men Sacrifice all things, WM beg 
no Intrigues but be is Author of; no Difficultia WM De 
but be overcomes, to compaſs bis Deſign, har 
This premiſed, I am in tbe next place fret WM my 
to acknowledge that the Day you paſs'd through Ml of 
Villa-franca, which is the Place of my Bir, i t 
found my ſelf Wounded by the Lightning i for! 
your fair Eyes. I did all that lay in my Pona ¶ cat 
to oppoſe that Paſſion ; but it ſtill prov d pi. ¶ tha 
dominant, and the Engagement I knew th for! 
was between you and your Couſin Don Hen. giv 
Tick could net abate one tittle of it. Ni et 
though I knew all tbe particulars of that EN 1/1 
gagement, wherein you ratber comply d wii ans 
the Commands of a Father than your own It 
clinations, inaſmuch as you loo d on that ty 
bappy Kinſman as a fickle Perſon, unworthy 
your Affection, a Truth I haue ſince beai 
confirmed by your ſelf ; nay though I ſaw il 
Marriage in a manner concluded, yet all coul 
not break the Reſolution I bad taken to di 
guiſe my ſelf as you have ſeen to traverſe 
and Fortune now ſeems to Favour my Deſig 
I am not therefore Madam, to repent m 
of the Slur I may have put uton my Blood 
and the Noble Houſe from which I am dt 
TEM ſeendel 
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ſrended, in acting the Fool's Part in your's, 
into which it was my Buſineſs to introduce my 
ſelf by all means imaginable ; ſince the Im- 
poſture has prov'd ſo fortunate, and that I 
begin to concei ve ſome hopes of attaining my 
Deſires. You know Madam, that I durſt not 
have preſum'd to make you a real Diſcovery of 
my ſelf, for beſides that I ſhould run the hazard 
of not finding Credit with you, I came in at 
a time when your Marriage was in tao great 
forwardneſs to be eaſily croſſed by after Appli- 
cations. In fine, it was Heaven's Pleaſure, 
that a ſtrange Conjunction of my Siſter's Mis- 
fortune, and your own juſt Fealouſjer, ſhould 
give you a Diſcovery of what, perhaps I ſhould 
yet a while have kept from your Knowledge, 
My true Name is Don Philip de Gamboa 
and Toledo, and conſequently I may affirm 
my ſelf to be of the moſt eminent Families of 
Spain; ſince I am deſcended from the Seignors 
of Villa-franca and Aſtorga. I have the Ho- 
nour to be Knight of the Order of Alcantara, 
and I have acquired it by ſome years Services 
done his Majeſty in Flanders, with hopes ere 
long, to be gratifyed with an Advantageous 
Commandry. I bade given you an Account 
of my Quality, and have not concealed from 
ou my Preſumption. All I have now to Apo- 
logize for, is my Love; and I am the more 
confident of your Pardon as to that, if you but 
ever 
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ever ſo little con/ader the unavoidable Influence 
of your own Attractions. Nay, 1 cannot but 
account it a happy Offence, ſince it bas prov d 
the occaſion of your being undeceiv'd; and 
when I make a joint reflection on my own Hap. 
pineſs and my Siſter's Credulity, I cannot re. 
pent me of a Diſguiſe, whereof the Satisfaction 
inſinitely exceeds the Shame - For it is in your 
Power to reſtore me the Honour I have deprivꝰd 
my ſelf of, only for your ſake ;, and 1 ſhall 


force him, who bas cajoll d my Siſter out of 


ber Honour, to perform the Promiſe be bas 
made her, or it ſhall coſt bim his Life, | 
The fair Lady was fo raviſh'd to hear 
theſe Words from her diſguiſed Lover, 
that ſhe thought her ſelf oblig'd to make 
an extraordinary Return to ſo extraordi- 
nary a demonſtration of Affection: And 
being now fully undeceiv'd as to the Baſe- 
neſs of her Couſin Don Henrick, ſhe made 
him this Anſwer, Seignior Don Philip, 
that you have upon ſo ſlight a ground, as the 
little Beauty I can pretend to, engaged you 


ſelf in an Enterprize ſo prejudictal to your 
Reputation and Deſcent, I cannot but loo on, 
as a tranſcendent Expreſſian of your Love; 
though ] do not excuſe you as to this, that the 
Noble Accompliſhments you are Maſter of, 
might no doubt hade more happily and more 
worthily beea otherwiſe employ'd, I have re- 


fer. ted 
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ſented as I ought, the little Reſpect my Couſin 
has expreſs'd towards me, and therefore it is 
but juſt be ſhould not enjoy me; ſince it may 
be inferr'd\from the forwardneſs of his matching 
with anot ber, that he never truly intended it. 
I: muſt needs be an extraordinary Joy to me, 
that J am undeceiv d, before we were joyn d 
by that Tye which only Death can diſſolve: I 
am ſatisfyed as to the little Affection he bad 
for me, and I do yours but Juſtice, when I 
aſſure you, that I ſhall be ſo far from for- 
cating it, that I ſhall endeavour all that 
lies in my Power to requite it. : 
This was deliver'd with ſo obliging 
an Accent, that the Amorous Cavalier 
would have caſt himſelf at her Feet, would 
ſhe have permitted it. He return'd her 
his Thanks with a thovſand Submiſſions 
for ſo extraordinary a Favour, and the 
ſweet encouragement ſhe was pleas'd to 
give his Love, It was not now a ſea- 
ſonable time to expatriate into Compli- 
ments; Donna Cornelis was left in-the 
Lady Eleanora's Lodgings, whoſe Return 
ſhe expected, and Don Philip look'd for 
Don Henrick to enquire after the Lady he 


had recommended to his Cuſtody, The 
Lady Eleanora went to comfort her whom _ 


ſhe had left among her Women, and to 


put in Execution, what had beenreſolv'd, 


between 
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between her and Don Philip, About half 
an Hour after her departure thence, comes 
Don | Henrick to his Chamber, to look af. 
ter the Lady he had left there: Don Phi. 
lip told him, that he could ſtay her no 
longer, and that ſhe was gone; thinking 
he would not have come to her again: 
Nay then, 1 am glad I ſtaid ſo long, (ſays 
Henrick) ſince my Stay bas occaſion d her to 
do as 1 would bave bad ber, which was that 
ſhe "might be gone out of the Houſe. This 
Woman plagues me extremely, and it was no 
ſmall Happineſs to me, that ſhe met not with 
my Uncle; for I ſhould have been much 
troubled bad ſhe bad any Diſcourſe with 
rows 
Don Philip ask'd him ſome odd Queſti. 
ons, as he was wont to do, to ſift ſome- 
thing further out of him; but Don Hen. 
rick would diſcover no more. The other 
eaſily apprehended, by the little had fallen 
from him, what Courſe he intended to 
take, and the Indignation he conceiv'd at 
this lighting of his Siſter was ſo great, 
that it was not without much violence 
done him himſelf, he forbore calling him 
to Account for ir. In the mean time the 
Lady Eleanora had viſited Donna Cornelia, 
of whom ſhe had receiv'd a punual Re- 


lation of her Amours, which were bot 
too 
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too much confirm'd to her by the Promiſe 
of Marriage ſhe had brought with her; 
and after ſhe had entred into a ſecond Ad- 
miration at the double Perfidiovſneſs of 
her Couſin Don Henrick, ſhe ſent to deſire 
her Father to come to her, who being a- 
lone with her, ſhe entertain'd him with 
this following Diſcourſe. 
Sir, it bas ever been a laudable Cuſtom that 
Fatbers ſhould diſpoſe of their Daughters in 
Marriage, as they either pleas d themſelves, 
or found moſt convenient for their Affairs; 
but with this Caution, That it ſhould not be 
abſolutely done contrary to their Mills and In- 
clinatiunn. Many are yet willing to do ſo, out 
of a preſumption, that Matrimony will change 
Men's Humours ; but it is ſeldom found to 
work that Effect. Thoſe therefore may be ſaid 
to do well, who referring the Succeſs to the 
higber Powers, by an implicite Obedience, com- 
ply with the diſpoſal of their Parents; but thoſe 
in my Judgment do better, mho uſe ſome Pre- 
caution, and endeavour to prevent the Incon- 
veniencies, which thcy muſt otherwiſe fall into, 
1 bave been ready, Sir, to do whatever you 
command me, eſpecially in the Buſineſs now 
in agitation ;, though I have found my Couſin 
Don Henrick to be of @ Diſpoſition ſo con- 
trary to mine, that I promis'd my ſelf little 
Satisfa@ion from our N * joyn'd together by 


( 266 


endeavaur d to obey you, tho" with ſome Vie. 
lence to my own Inclinations, which directed 


my Aﬀetion to other Perſons not inferior to 


him, eitber in Quality or Eſtate. I conſented 


to this Marriage becauſe you ſeem'd ſo much 
to deſire it. When it was fully Concluded, 


there was a Perſon ſent to Rome for the Diſ- 
penſation; and even during that time, when 
expected my C ot ſin ſhonld haue expreſs'd 
moſt Love to me, 1 hade found be has done 
quite contrary e for be bas given a Promiſe of 
Marriage to another Lady whom you ſhall pre- 
fently ſee. ä 
She thereupon call'd for Donna Cornelis, 
whom ſhe had left in her own Chamber, 
and who immediately came before the 
Ambaſſadour: Having diſpos'd her into 
a Chair, the Lady Eleanoru continu'd her 
Diſcourſe ; This, Sir, is the Lady I ſpoke of, 


to whom my Couſin has given @ Promiſe of 


Marriage under bis Hand, which ſhe now has 
about her, and you ſhall ſee, hom this per fidious 
Perſon became thereby Maſter of ber Flonour, 
Coming hither to ſpeak with you, and to cont- 
plain of the Affront intended her; ſhe met him, 
who giving ber fair Words, lock'd ber into 
Don Philip's Ch:mber, under pretence that 
you were buſy, and that it would require ſome 


time to ſtay &re ſhe could ſee you, Some little 


the inſeparable State you intenaed. I hade 
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Curioſ ity occaſion'd my going to that Door, 
which is between my Loagings and his, and 
there I came to the knowledge of this Buſs meſs ; 
having over-beard ſome part of ther. Diſcourſe, 
[ thoug bt fit to bring this Lady to my Chamber, 
to give you further ſatisfaction of ſo preſſi ng a 
Truth. Her Quality is great, ſince ſhe is of 
the Houſe of Gamboa and Toledo, two of 
the moſt Illuſtrious Families in Spain: She is 


| reſold tomake the Caſe known to her Friends, 


who are very Noble and of great Credit in this 
Court, that they may oppoſe my Marriage and 


wevent our common Afront, I bave hitherto 


obey'd you as a Father, I now appeal to you 
as my Judge, and J beſeech you dijcharge me 
of ſo unjuſt an Obedience for the future; for 
I am reſoly'd rather to confine my ſelf the re- 


| mainder of my Days, in the moſs Auſtere 


Monaſtery about this City, than ever be Wife 


to a Man ſo inſenſible of Worth and Fo- 
nour. 


The Ambaſſadour was extremely aſto- 


niſned both, at what he ſaw, and what he 


had heard. He examin d the Promiſe 
made to Donna Cornelia, and found that 


that Diſcovery alone was ſufficient to pre- 


vent his Daughter's Marriage with Hen- 
rick, He immediately refolv'd to break 
all to pieces, and to diſmiſs his Nephew, 
that there might be no more talk of 
N-2z2 © EE the 
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the Buſitzeſs: He caus'd the Ladies to 
withdraw, and ſent for his Nephew, to 
whom he ſhew'd the Schedule he had made 
to Donna Cornelia; asking him whether 
he knew the Hand. He not a little trou- 
bled, and changing Colour, began to de- 
ny it; but the Ambaſſadour told him, 
that as he could not do it ſincerely, ſo it 
would be very unhandſomly proffer'd, 
ſince the Truth would be prov'd by ſeve- 
ral of his Letters written in the ſame 
Hand. At laſt Don Henrick, not without 
extreme Confuſion, ackaowledg'd that 
blinded by Love, he had indeed made that 
Promiſe, but he would loſe his Life e're 
he perform'd it. 
Don Philip having quitted his Fool's 
Coat, and put on a very rich. Suit, with 
the Croſs of Alcantara on his Coat, and 
Cloak, heard this Diſcourſe from a corner 
of the Room, where he was diſpos'd, 
and not able to contain himſelf any longer; 
Seignior Henrick, (ſaid he coming up to 
him) bave à better care what yau ſay, and 
conſider ber Quality whom you injure ; ber | Þ: 
Birtb is at leaſt as Noble as yours  Sbe is my 
Siſter, and as ſuch, I am oblig*d to windicate af 
and protect ber. If you perform not the Pro- 
eniſe you have made her, I wear a Sword ly ff. 
any fade, which ſhall force you to do it, if Ho-. /* 
nour 
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nour will not, I have already conſider'd what. 
am in Duty oblig'd to, as to that Point, 
(replies Don Henrick) and no Man ſpall 
force me, by Menaces, to do any thing againſt 
my Will : This ſo enrag'd Don Philip, that 
he gave Don Henrick a Challenge. The 
Diipute grew higher and higher, which 
oblig'd the Ladies to come in between 
them, and to give Orders the Doors 
ſhould be ſhut, leſt they ſhould put the 
Challenge in Execution. 


While theſe things paſs'd, the Ambaſſa- 
dour minded not the Perſon of Don Philip, 


but imagin'd him ſome other Perſon come 
thither after his Siſter ; for ſeeing him ſo 
well habited with the Croſs of Alcantara 
and without Spectacles, (which he con- 
ſtantly wore) he knew him not: But hav- 
ing confider'd him better, he found that 
he who Challenged his Nephew was the 
fame Perſon who by his pleaſant Extra- 
vagances, had found him ſo much Sport. 
The Lady Eleanora perceiving her Father 
had his Eyes faſten'd on him, with ſome 
Aſtoniſkment, imagin'd the Cauſe of it; 
and gave it a check in theſe Words, He 
Sir, whom you ſee in a Habit ſo different, 

from that be was wont to wear, and who ſeem d 

ſo ridiculous to you, is Don Philip de Gamboa 


and Toledo: When this Diſpute is over yo 


N 3 [hall 
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ball know the Motives oblig'd him to that 
Diſpuiſe, 

The Ambaſſadour was more aſto. 
niſhed at that, and would have preſs'd his 
Davghter to make a further diſcovery of 
that Secret, had he not ſeen the two Ca- 
valiers with Swords drawn, ready to make 
that Room the Place of their Duel: He 
ran in between them, and endeavour'd 
by Mildneſs to perſwade his Nephew, not 
to conteſt in a Buſineſs, which was not 
to his Advantage ; that if he ſatisfy*d not 
the injured Cavalier, Miſchief would at- 
tend it ; that he ſhonld not rely on any 
Protection he might hope for from him, 
inaſmuch as ſeeing the little reaſon he had 
on bis fide, and the Affront he intended 
that Lady, "he ſhould rather be againſt 
him, by aſliſting his Adverſary, than 
countenance him in ſo unjuſt a Cavſe : 
That as to his Daughter, he might quit 
all Hopes of her; that he ſhould never 
be her Husband; and that it would diſ- 
cover a great poorneſs of Spirit in her, if 
ſne had any thought of Kindneſs for him 
after he had ſo unworthily treated her. 
Don Henrick, finding himſelf preſs'd with 
Reproaches on all ſides, and withal heark- 
ning to the. Advice 'of his Conſcience, 
thought it bell to — his Uncle's Coun- 1 
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ſel. He thereupon, went with open Arms 
to his true Wife, to whom he once more 
gave his Hand as a Husbaad, and then 
Embrac'd his Brother- in- Law, whom he 
yet knew not: The Lady Eleanora thought 
it a good Opportunity, before the whole 
Company, to give her Father an Account, 


| how Don Philip had fallen in Love with 
| her, how he got into his Retinve in the 


Quality of a Jeſter ; that ſhe.conceiv'd her 
ſelf oblig'd to requite the extraordinary 
demonſtration of his Affection to her, 
by an Exchange of hers to him, if her 
Father approv'd of it. The old Gentle- 
man had ſo much Gallantry left, as to admire 
the ſtrange Conducts of Love in all its 
Operations ; and particularly, how it 
made the wiſeſt Men Mad, add the Mad 
Wiſe ;z making its Advantages of Extra- 
vagance it felf, to compaſs its Delign ; 
without any further demurring, he gave 
his Conſent. Whereupon the Lady Elea- 
nora took him by the Hand, and Dor 
Philip was fo happy, as by odd and unlike- 
ly means to ſee all his Deſires accom- 

pliſhed. | | 
The Solemnities of both the Marriages 
were put off till eight Days after; all the 
Grandees about the Court came to them; 
the Balls thereat, and the Tiltings were 
N 4 Extraor- 


| E 
Extraordinary : But what more nearly t 
touches the Story, is that the King Ho- | 
nour'd theſe two Cavaliers with great 8 
Advantages, wherewith Don Philip had I 
alſo thoſe of a numerous Iſſue ; for which IM 
Don Henrick needed not much to have en- 
vy'd him, being the moſt fatisfy'd man 
in the World with his Choice whom he 
infinitely Lov'd, and thereby made it ap- 
pear, That the Inclinations of two Per- 
fons, before they are united by Matri- 

mony, though by ſome intervening Oc- 
currences ſomewhat remitted, may yet, by 
that Sacred Tye, be heightned into a 
Noble and Vigorous Flame of perfect Love. 


Garceran's Novel pleaſed all the Hearers, 
(Garceran was the Name of the Perſon 
that told it) and Rufina who over-heard it 
from her Chamber, was very much di- 
verted by it. Brother Criſpin confided 
mightily in her, and was not at all.con- 
cerned at her hearing the Plots he Jaid 
with his Companions to perpetrate ſeve- 
ral Robberies in places where they had 
notice of Booty. Criſpin approv'd of ſome 


of the Thefts that were propoſed, and 
diſapproved of others upon account of 
the laconveniences that muſt attend them: 
For he had acquired great Authority = 
| ; ; the 
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the Gang, His great Experience had made 
him the North-point of that Honourable: : 
Society, and not one durſt act contrary 
to his orders. It was now time to go to 
relt, which made them defer parting the 
new Theft till another time; ſo they 
put it into the Cuſtody of the Hermit, who 
was always a very faithful Banker to them. 
His Comrades being retired, Criſpin could 
not Sleep till he had been to ſee Nufga 
to wiſh her a good Night. He found her 


ia a gayer Humour than he had yet ſeen. 


her, which he was extremely glad of.“ 
He ask'd her what ſhe thought of the No- 
ve]: She told him it was very diverting, 
and that if ſhe was often to hear the like, 
it wonld ſoon carry off part of her Me- 


| lancholy. Don't be unealie, my Dear 


Lady (ſays the impudent Hypocrite) 1 
hope you will here fiad the Grave of your 
Sorrows : We ſhall endeavour all we can 
to make the time ſeem ſhort to you; and 
you may find your accounts in living a- 
mong-Us, if you are not too Scrupulous 
and will lay aſide part of your Baſhfulneſs. 
wfing judged that it was time now to 
ix a ſpice of good Humour with her 
evere aſpect, and to quit her pretended 
rief: From that Night ſhe began to ſhew 
he Hypocrite a ſmoother Countenance, the 

a | N. 5 better 
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hetter to ex ecute the defign ſhe had upon 
him. Criſpin went to Bed, in great hopes 
that this Rock would now be quickly mol- 
lifyed, ſince he was got thro' the worſt 
part of the Work, and had diſcovered 
himſelf to her for what he was, by pulling 
off the Mask of his falſe Pietx. 
At break of Day the Harpies left the 
Hermitage, to go ſeek their livelihood at 
the expence of thoſe who did not diſtruſt 
them. Criſpin was to go to the Town, 
to ask Alus as uſval. He went to take 
his leave of Rufina, who beg'd him to uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to know if her Bro- 
ther were at Malaga, giving him a de- 
ſcription of his Perſon and Dreſs directiy 
oppoſite to the Truth. He lock'd her in, 
at which Rufina was not very uneaſie, for 
ſhe had provided paſſe-par-touts and pick- 
locks in Order to execute her defign upon 
the Genevan - She remained alone in the 
Hermitage, as it had been concerted 
between her and Garay, that as ſoonas 
ever he ſaw Brother Criſpin at Malaga, 
he ſhould immediately come to her; which 
ne did, mounted upon one of the two 
Horſes he had brought with him. Rufins 
hearing him at the door, ſoon opened it, 
and told him in few Words the Profeſſion 
mne found Brother Criſpin to be of, the 
| F Paſſiol 
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paſſion he had declared for her, and that 
there was in the Hermitage a good ſum 
of Money which had been got in the way 
of his Calling. Rufins was reſolved to 
carry off all the coyned Money, and not 
to leave a ſingle Dublooy, She bid Garay- 
return that moment to the Town, and 
fetch her ſome Powders that might lay 
Criſpin into a, profound Sleep when he 
came from his Begging; that it might 
not be poſſible to wake him all that 
Night. Garay gallop'd back to Malaga, 
and in a very little time brought the Powe 
ders ſhe; wanted, before Criſpin returned, 
tor he was buſted all day in gathering his 
Alms, and did not come to the Hermi- 
tage till the approach of Night. At his re- 
turn he was very much careſſed by Rufina 
which put him into an ecſtacy of Joy: 
For he was every moment more and more 
captivated, He ſhewed her what he had 
got that Day by Begging ; and beſides 
what had been voluntarily given, he had 
conningly filched ſome things of Value, 
and among the reſt a Pearl Necklace, which 
he put round Ruſina's Neck, with a thou- 


ſand amorous Compliments, She mighty _. 


civilly thank'd him for the preſent, and 
they ſupp'd together very contentedly, 
he every moment putting her in * 
5 


. 
of his Love, and ſhe returning very fa: 
vourable Anſwers, aſſuring him that ſhe 
would ſhortly gratifie his Wiſhes. 
It had been agreed among the Thieves 
that they ſhould meet that very Night 
in: the Hermitage, and hold a general 
Chapter of their Brotherhood; Criſpin was 
- very uneaſie at it, becauſe he was unwilling 
they ſhould ſee Rufina. So ſoon as ever 
they came (for they were very Punctual) 
he invented a Trick to ſend them packing. 
He told them he had juſt been informed 
from Town, that there was a hue and cry 
after a Man that had treacherouily mur- 
thered another, and that ſacred Places 
themſelves not being an Aſylum for ſuch 
Criminals, he fear'd ſearch wou'd be made 
in his Hermitage; and ſo if by chance 
any, one among them ſhou'd be known 
to have committed any other Crimes, he 
might be ſiezed and hurried to Priſon. As. 
the ſmalleſt matter is enough to frighten 
People of this Trade, they eaſily gave in- 
to what their Captain told them, and cry- 
ing the Deviltake.the hindmoſt deferr'd 
their General Meeting till four days af- 
ter wards. By this means our Criſpin was 
left alone in the Hermitage with bis Mi- 
ſtreſs, who had given him her Word to 
ſatisfy him that Night, and to grant * | 
10 ; the. 
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the utmoſt he cov'd deſire ; which raiſed: 
him to ſuch a pitch of Joy as it is impoſſible: 
ro expreſs. e 

Supper was preſently ſet upon the Ta- 


ble; it was a very ſplendid one, Criſpin hav- 


ing brought from the Town ſeveral ſorts 
of Fowls and Game juſt ready to be 
clapt on the Spit, with a good bottle of 


the beſt Wine of Malaga, which is the 
fineſt in al} Spain. They tate down with 
a great deal of Satisfaction and Gayery :: 


The Glaſs went abovt merrily, and Rufina 


who puſhed it as much as decently ſhe 


cou'd, took care that Criſpin ſhou'd not 
drink one Glaſs withovt ſome of the ſleep- 
ing Powders ſhe had prepared for him, 


Criſpin drank enough to do his buſineſs; 
and the: laſt Glaſs he ſwallow'd concluded: 
the Supper, for he fell down faſt aſleep 


under the Table, with ſo great a heavineſs 


vpon him that Rufina to try how the Pow- 
der work'd, having pulled him by the 
Noſe and Ears was convinced that it was- 
as eaſie to wake a dead Body as it was to 
wake him. Secure of this ſhe. went down 
into the Cave, which was-nnder-ground, . 


and out of certain Coffers the: found there 


took all the Money ſhe cou'd lay hands on, 
and which was in no ſmall quantity. She 
put it into Bags which ſhety'd a 
22 cord, 


ut 
} 
» 
5 
0 
i 
| 
j 
} 


1 
el | 
= 
« 
= 
= 
b 
U 


5 


—— 


W 


(278) 
cord, and into long leather Pockets, 
which the Rogues had ſtolen from a Rich 
Grazier that was travelling to Madrid. 
This done, Rufina went out, and by the 
ſign agreed upon ſoon call d Garay to her, 
for he waited thereabouts on purpoſe, 
She told him how matters ſtood. 

They bronght ont all the coyned Gold 
and Silver, and left all the other things, 
| tho? of conſiderable Value; for it was 
their maxim never to take any thing that 
might be known again. They had quickly 
loaded Garay's, Nag with all the Money, 
and themſelves mounting upon the other 
took the Road to Malaga, over-joyed 
with having outwitted and rifled the 
ſubtleſt Thief in Europe, and with ſo. much 
eaſe. They came to Malaga, and went 
directly to Garay's Inn, Rufina concealed. 
herſelf from the other Gueſts all that 
Nigbt and the following Day. She knew 
the time when the General Aſſembly of the 
Rogues was appointed to be held at the 
Hermitage, with Criſpin their Preſident, 
which was in about four days time. She 
ordered matters as you ſhall hear preſent- 
I: For I muſt: now return to Criſpin, 
whom we left aſleep. He had ſpent all 
'that Night under the Table at which he 
had ſupt, and it being now broad Day, 
| he 
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he awaked ignorant of what had happened 


ia the Night. He called Rufina remember- 


ing that by this Drowſie Fit, he had miſs'd 


the opportunity he. had ſo much wiſhed 
for, which made him extremely uneaſie: 
He repeated his cunning Miſtreſs's Name 
ſeveral times, but in vain. He ſought 
her all over the Houſe, in the Chapel, in 
the Cave ; not finding her there, he went 
out into the Fields to look her; he found 
the Doors all faſt, which amazed him, 


and inclined him to believe that ſome 
Accident had happened to her: He look'd 


for her over again, but perceiving. the 
Coffers open and clear'd of the Money he 
had left in them, he ſoon found he was 
robb'd ; and began to. fanſie that the poor 
Innocent had taken flight for fear of the 
Thieves, and hid herſelf in the Country 
ſomewhere thereabouts, not daring, to. 
Travel in the dark: He ſought her as 
diligently as he cou'd, but ſhe was a great 
way out of his reach. He was forc'd to 


take patience, aſhamed and yexed that ſo _.._ 


famous and ſo experienced a Rogue. as. 


himſelf, ſnou'd be the Cully of a ſimple 


Woman; for he began now to ſuſpect. 


that all ſhe had ſaid and done had been 
only to impoſe upon him. He went that 


very day to Malaga, to ſee if he cou'd fad 
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ker in the Town. He met Garay: but 


having never ſeen him before, that was 


of no Service to him. 
Rufina and Garay had already fixed upon 
their Departure to Caſtile, but ſhe wou'd 


not leave Malaga, till ſhe had done the 
Hypocrite Criſpin an ill turn. She knew 


the day when the Thieves were all to meet 


in the Hermitage, which that Villain had 


made a Den of Thieves. That they 


might be caught all together, to receive 
the Puniſhment their Crimes deſerved, 


ſhe wrote a Letter to the Provoſt, in- 
forming him of the time and Place of their 
Aſſembling and how they might be taken: 

- This done, Garay and Rufina ſet out for 


Toledo, in the Road to which we ſhall 


leave them to relate what the Provoſt did, 
as ſoon as ever he receiv'd Rufina's Let ter. 


He ſtay'd till'twas Night, and then going 


to the Hermitage with ſome Archers, he 
beſer it, and went in, He found Criſpin: 
little expecting ſuch a Gueſt: He cauſed 


all the Honſe to be ſearched, and after- 
wards the Cave, where his Companions 


| were hid: There they ſaw the Lad- 


ders, Falſe-keys,' Pick-locks and all the 
other Engines proper for their venerable 
Trade: He alſo ſaw the Coffers, in which 


he found ſeveral pieces of Plate, and o- 


ther 
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ther Things of value, which ſufficiently 
conviaced him of the Merchandize this 
virtuous Company dealt in : He tyed every 
Man's Hands behind him, and ſo conducted 
them Out. Criſpin was ſo confounded 
that he knew not what Anfwer to make 
to the Queſtions that were ask'd him : 
The Provoſt accoſted him with theſe 
Words: Wicked and abominable Wretch, 
thou vile Hypocrite, who under the Cloak 
of Sanity committeſt theſe Villainies : 
Were not the Alms thou daily receiveſt 
from ſo many Charitable Hands ſufficient 


to ſubſiſt thee Honeſtly and to induce thee 


to ſpend thy Life in Praiſ ing and ſerving 

God in a Place fo apt for that purpoſe as 
this_ is, without abandoning thy ſelf to 
fuch baſe and infamous Practices? Thou 
art now fallen into my Hands, out of which 
J promiſe thee thou ſhalt "never eſcape, 
till thou and thy Companions are carryed 
to the Gallows. 


With theſe juſt Reproaches he carried 


| them to the Town- priſon where they were 


Condemn'd to Death; for being put to- 


the Rack they confeſſed ſeveral Crimes, 


_ all' of them accuſing Criſpi» of having 
given them notice where Booty might be 


had, and often opened the Doors to them 


where . might get them. As for 1 
e 
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he had ſo much Courage and Reſolution 
in his Torments, as ſtoutly to deny the 
Crimes that were laid to his charge: But 
this wou'd not have ſaved him from the 
Sentence, had he not cunningly made his 
Eſcape out of Priſon : For being ſeized 
with a violent Fever, his Execution was de. 
ferred, tho” that of his Comrades was not, 
Who all fairly ſwung for their Crimes: And 
as Criſpin was upon the point of being ſent 
after them, being now cured of his 1l]neſs, 
he at noon day went boldly out of the 
Priſon-Gates in Woman's Cloaths, to the 
great Amazement of all that heard of it, 
and to the no ſmall danger of the Keeper, 
who was accuſed of Corruption and 
Breach of Truſt : But he juſtified himſelf 
by diſcovering the Perſon who had fur- 
niſh'd Criſpin with the diſguiſe, who for 
that Service was Condemn'd to the Gal- 
lies for Ever. Sa 


The End of the Third Bock. 
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Book the Fourth. ; 

1 A and Garay tra- 
velled with the utmoſt 
expedition very heavy a- 
bout the Pocket, and ar- 


rived at the Imperial City 
of Toledo, where they had 


1 to fix their Abode, and where 


Rufina intended to live in Splendor and 
Magnificence. To put a varniſh upon her 


Reputation, ſhe called Garay her Father's 
"> 


(34) _ 
and took a very handſome Houſe in the 
beſt part of the Town: Her Servant; 
were a Slave ſhe had bought at Malaga, 
a Chamber-Maid, a Footman, and a Gen- 
tleman Uſher whom ſhe took into her Ser. 
vice at Toledo. She aſſumed the Habit of 
a Widow, and Garay dreſling himſelf in 
a grave Suit, called bimſelf Don Geronymo, 
and her Donna Emerentiana, mak ing bold 
with Meneſez for their Surname, for they 
pretended they were of that Illuſtrious 
Family which is ſo famous in Portugal, 
She furniſhed her Hovſe in a manner ſuita- 
ble to a Widow of Quality, and was vi- 
ſited by the chief Ladies in the Neighbour- 
hood, who were ſo pleaſed both with 
the Charms of her Perſon and of her Con- 
verſation, that they thought themſelves 
happy in her Acquaintance. It was not 
long before ſhe had contracted Friendſhips 
with ſeveral Ladies of Quality, who 
thought every thing Gold that gliſtered : 
And as ſhe did not fail to go regularly 


to Maſs at the great Church, ſhe was ſeen 


by the lazy young Sparks of the Town; 
and being obſerved asa Lady newly come 
to Toledo, and being a handſome gentile 
Perſon, ſhe quickly bad a number of Ado- 
rers who ſought her Favour and offered 
her their Service ? tk 

While 
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While ſhe is employed in enquiring 


which of her Lovers is beſt furniſhed with 


Caſh, in order to carry on the little 
Traffick ſhe was born for, and in baiting 
the Hook ſhe was uſed to caſt out for 
Purſes, we ſhall leave her to take her 
meaſures and her new Gallants to their 
amorous Pretenſions, that we may take 
aturn to Malaga, where we left Brother 
Criſpin eſcaped from Priſon and at full Li- 
berty. | 

As ſoon as Criſpin ſaw his Legs un- 
ſhackled and his Neck out of danger of 


| the Halter, he quitted Malaga, and hid 


himſelf in a Wood near the Town, where 


he ſpent the whole Day, and when Night 


was come he drew near to the Hermitage, 
where he had dwelt while he was thought 
by the Town's-people, a good Chriſtian 
and a Man of a Holy Life. When they 


heard that he was convicted, they had 
put in his ſtead a real good Man, who 


beg'd Alms at the Churches, to build an 
Hoſpital there. He was not yet well ſet- 


| tled in the Hermitage, being as yet un- 


provided of furniture for it. Criſpin ſlipt 
thither in the Night time, and having 


found the Place he Jookt for by ſeveral | 
Marks which he had placed there for that 


purpoſe, he dug up the ground with a Mat- 


tock 


CY 
tock which he had left in the Wood, and 
took ont a little Bag ſtufft with Dubloons 
which was all he had laid up out of what 
he had got: For he had conſtantly the 
greateſt ſhare in every Purchaſe, as a re- 
ward for his two Offices of Guide and 
Concealer to the whole Gang. With 
theſe Piſtoles, which might be about five or 
ſix Hundred, he went to the Town of Faey, 
where he had a Friend of his own Pro. 
feſſion; who having before heard of his 
Eſcape out of Priſon (about which he had 
been very uneaſie, for he might have con- 
feſſed ſome things upon the Rack that 
might have done him no Service) he was 
over-joyed to ſee him, being now in hopes 
of undertaking new expeditions in his 
Company. Criſpin was but in a ſorry E- 
quipage, for his Hermit's dreſs had been 
taken from him, upon account of his being 
a Hypocrite unfit to wear it: But as he 
was well Stockt with Gold, that misfor- 
tune was eaſily remedy'd : He gave his 
Comrade Money to buy him a Colour'd 
Suit of Cloaths, which he put on; and 
having had his long Beard ſhaved off, and 
put on a Peruke and a Sword, he look'd 
vite another Man from what he was he- 

p ; and his moſt intimate Acquaintance 
wou'd ſcarce have known him. In this 
Equipzg? 


Cz 
Wipsge he ſtayed ſome days at Jaen, 
til an Opportunity offered of committing 
1 conſiderable Robbery in the Town of 
Andujar of a good Sum of Money, which 
was very ſtrictly divided between him and 
his Companion. As they were appre- 
henſive that they might be taken by the 
diligent purſuit of the Perſon robbed; 
Criſpin was of Opinion they had beſt with= 
draw in time, for fear he ſnou'd beexpoſed 
to the ſame danger from which he E- 
ſcaped with ſo much Difficulty at Ma- 
laga. TEL | | 
17 hey took into their Society a hand- 
ſome Voung Fellow that they met with by 
chance; a Native of Valencia, and arrived 
all three at Toledo where they had never 
been, except juſt to paſs thro' it, They 
were therefore confident of not being 
known there, and the Town being a good 
one, they deſigned to ſtay in it for ſome 
time, Their new Comrades Name was 
Jaime, the Son of a Ropemaker of Valen- 
«a: Having committed ſome profitable 
Rogueries there, he was forc'd to leave 
his Country : He was about Four and 
Twenty Years Old, and was very well 
Shaped, Fair, and Handfome ; but his 
Wit was his greateſt excellency, and ge 
was a Match either for Cyiſpin or his * 
| rade. 
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rade. This young Fellow Dreſſed well 
at the Expence of thoſe who did not take 
ſufficient care where they laid their Goods, 
He knew how to alter the Cloaths he ſtole 
to make them Faſhionable, and he Dif. 
guiſed them ſo artfully by changing the 
Trimming that the Owners themſelves 
cou'd not know them again. One great 
Holiday he put on a very fine Suit and 
went with Crs/pin to the Great Church to 
the very ſame part of it where Rufina had 
placed herſelf: And tho ſhe wore a Wi- 
dow's Habit, as I ſaid before, yet Criſpin 
knew *twas her, to his no ſmall joy. He 
hid himſelf from her as well as he cou'd, 
for fear ſhe ſhou'd know him as well as he 
did her; though in that dreſs he had no 
cauſe to be apprehenſive of that. Nis 
Peruke and the ſhaving of his Beard wou'd 
have been Diſguiſe ſufficient, though he 
had not been in a Habit ſo different from 
what he wore in the Hermitage. He 
ſhewed Rufina to his Comrade, Don Jaime, 
who was wonderfully taken with her; 
and having deſired him to follow her un- 
obſerved, he dog'd her fo cleverly, that 
he found out :the Houſe where ſhe lived. 
The Neighbours informed him that ſhe li- 
ved in good Repure, by the Name of Donna 
Emerentiana de Meneſez , being lately con 
rom 
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from Badejos with her Father to ſettle at 


Toledo, Criſpin was terribly enraged at 


her for the Trick ſhe had put upon him 


at Malaga; and he ſwore that ſince chance 


had ſo luckily thrown her in his way, 
he wou'd never leave Toledo till he had 
got out of her the Money ſhe had Rob'd 
him of, with great Intereſt to boot. To 
effect his Deſign, he inſtructed Jaime in 
the Part he was to play, and how he was 
to behave himſelf towards her to avoid 
her finding out who he was. An Oppor- 
tunity of beginning their Enterprize ſoon 
offer d. One Afternoon, about an hour 
before it grew dark, as the Bell rung for 
Prayers, there happen'd a Quarrel in the 
Street where Rufina lived, wherein two 


Joſtice were immediated there, and car- 
ried the Wounded Perſons to their own 
Homes for Relief, and ſiezed ſome of thoſe 
that then were in the Street, though not 
at all concern'd in the Quarrel, which 
made the reſt take to their Heels; for 
there is no great Pleaſure in being im- 

priſon'd for another's Crime. digs. =] 

Jaime, being fully inform'd by that 


Arch-Rogue Criſpin what he ſhou'd do, 


aſſumed the Croſs of a Knight of the Or- 
der of Monteſa, 8 King gives only 


Men were Wounded. The Officers of 
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to the Natives of the Kingdom of alencia; 


Cloaths. In this Dreſs, being come to 


Rufina's Houſe, and having given his Cloak 


to Criſpin ; he drew his Sword, and went 


directly in with the Air of a Man ex. 


treamly apprehenſive of ſome danger: 
He run ſtrait up Stairs, and at laſt came 
into a Room where the Beautiful Widow 
ſate with ber Maids. They were ſtrangely 
terrify'd at ſeeing a Man approach with 
his naked Sword, without a Cloak and in 
ſo great a Tranſport, Kufina got up, and 
ſaw Jaime draw near her in the poſture 
of a Suppliant, accoſting her with theſe 
Words: If Pity be not a ſtranger to ſo 
much Beauty, let your Houſe, Madam, be 
an Aſylum to me againſt the juſtice that 
purſues me. I juſt now kill'd a Man, 1 
confeſs; but Il did it only in my own De- 
Fence, being attack'd by him in the Street 
at great diſadvantage. As I was purſued 
ver hotly in the next Street, I had infal- 
Jibly been taken if 1 had not Fought Cou- 
ragiouſly and diſpatch'd two of the Offi- 
cers that came with the Commiſſary, and 
who had almoſt ſiezed me by the Throat: 


J eſcaped from the reſt, by the Swiftneſs 


of my Heels: Finding your Doors open, 
and having no other place to fly koh 
made 


and put on a very genteel Black Suit of 
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made bold to ſhut them after me and run 
up even to your Chamber. I therefore 


moſt humbly beſeech yon, Madam, if 
poſſibly it can be done without incom- 
moding you too much, to let me lie bid 

in ſome Corner of your Houſe, till the 


Crowd that's gather'd together in your 
Street be diſperſed and I may go out with 
Safety : But if 1 ſhall give you the leaſt 
Trouble, or have any ways offended you 
by my Boldneſs ; give me but the leaſt 
hint of it, and | will immediately venture 
forth into the Street, even tho* I were 
ſure to loſe my Life by ſo doing; for I 
had much rather be thrown into a Dun» 
geon, than ſeem Impudent in the Opinion 


of ſo Lovely a Lady. 
We have already deſcribed the good 
Shape and agreeable Behaviour of this 


Spark. Rufina look'd upon him attentive- 


ly; and ſhe who never before had loved 


any thing but Money ; began to find in 
herſelf an Inclination for this young Man, 


who wasas Eloquent as he was Handſome, 


She made him this Anſwer. You did me 
Juſtice, Sir, when you thought me ſenſible 


both of Honour and Pity ; Perſons of my. 


Quality never wanted either for Men o 


your Appearance: 1 judge by your Looks | 


that you are a Gentleman; aad in pity 
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of your Caſe, my Houle is entirely at 
-your Service, and you may be concealed 
in it as long as you think it will be ne- 
ceſſaty, to avoid the Purſuit of thoſe that 
are in queſt of you; for it wou'd be inhu- 


mane to let you fall into their Hands, 


when by my means you may be preſerved 
from ſuch Imamineat danger. Fear no-. 
thing while you are here: For though the 
Officers ſhou'd ſearch my Houſe, 1 have 
a ſecret place in it which they can never 
Find you out, Pip 
ke young Sharper return'd her a'thou- 
ſand thanks for ſo great a Favour ; which 
. obliged her to continue her Diſcourſe as 
follows, You certaialy know, Sir, by the 
Weeds I am in, that I muſt live in a great 
deal of reſtraint ; however, [| offer you my 
Houſe with all the Sincerity imaginable, till 
you have accommodated your Affairs. But 
1 have an abſent Father to whom I owe 
an account of my Conduct: And if at his 
Arrival, which perhaps may be this very 
Day, he will let you have a Chamber in 
hb Apartment, in which I dare ſay he 
will think himſelf much Honour'd, I ſhall 
be extreamly glad of it. He again thank'd 
her for this Continuation of her Favours; 
and (he every Moment thought him more 
and more agreeable. 


L 


. 
In the mean time the reſt of thoſe thaf” 
| were in the Plot, Thvndered at the Door, 
x bawling out to the People within,to open 
ö to his Majeſty's Officers. The whole Fa- 
ZE mily was at firſt mightily alarm'd ; but 
Rufina being recovered from that little 
Diſorder, which had flaſh'd into her Face, 
took Jaime by the hand, and led him into 
an Upper Room, wherein there was a- 
double Partition, concealed by a piece of 
Tapeſtry, and left him there, aſſuring 
him that it wou'd be impoſſible to diſcover _ 
him in that Place. After this Precaution 
ſne cauſed the Door to be opened, and 
Criſpin roſh'd boldly in, without the leaſt 
fear of being known in the Diſguiſe he had 
on. He was accompanyed by ſome Fellows 
of his own Degree of Honeſty, who with 
Lights and Fire- Arms, counterfeiting the 
Officers of Juſtice, entered tumultuouſty 
into the Chamber where Rufina was. 
Criſpin ſaluted her very civilly, and diſ- 
gviling his Voice, as he had done all his 
Perſon, | very well know, Madam, ſays 
he, that 'tis rude to enter ſo rovghly into 
the Houſe of a Widow: But my Office 
will excuſe me, and I am obliged to 
ſearch where. ever I am commanded... The 
Lieutenant Criminal has order'd me to 
ſearch all the Hovſes in this Quarter, for 
O3 a 
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a Criminal that has Eſcaped ns. We have 


made our perquiſition in all the Neigh- 
pouring Houſes, but to no purpoſe; and 
this is the only one we have not yet been 
in: Be pleaſed then to give us leave to look 
over your Houſe, that we may ſatisfie both 
our Superiors and our own Conſciences, 
You may depend, reply'd ſhe, upon the 
| Proteſtations I make to you, that no Crea- 
ture is concealed in my Houſe : But that 
you may not entertain an ill Opinion of 
me, nor think me a Woman that wou'd 
protect a Murtherer, or a Man of an ill 
Life; | give you leave to ſearch where 
.. You think fit. A Maid took a Candle to 
light them, and they viſited a great many 
of the Rooms; however, not with too 
much Rigour, having a mind to ſeem 
mighty Courteous in the Excution of their 
duty. This done, they took their leaves 
with the ſame Civility they had accoſted 
Rufina. 

The pretended Knight came out of his 
Hole, appearing extreamly rejoyced at 


being ſo happily Eſcaped out of the Hands 


of his Purſuers, and in Terms full of Ac- 


knowledgement he highly exaggerated 
the Favour he had receiv'd of the Beau- 
tiful Widow. She, who the more ſhe 
viewed him, the more ſhe was pleaſed 


with 
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with him, gave him a thouſand Demon? 
ſtrations of Friendſhip, and aſſured him 
he ſhou'd be uſed in her Family according 
to his Merit; and that if he wou'd have 
patience to ſtay till her Father return'd, 
ſhe was certain he wou'd not ſuffer him to 
go out of the Houſe for that Night. The 
Gallant, who perceived her Ladyſhip be- 
gan to take Fire, earneſtly deſired Per- 
miſſion to retire, which he was ſore he 
ſnou'd not obtain: He ſaid too it was ne- 
ceſſary for him to take refuge in ſome 
Convent of Monks, and to give his Ser- 
vants notice of the place he was in; and that 
it wou'd be his beſt way to fly towards 
Seville early next Morning. Rufing, un- 
eaſie to find him ſo obſtinate, preſsd him 
more than ever to ſtay ; repreſented to 
him the danger he ran, and conjured him 
at leaſt to grant her two Hours more of 
his Company. Jaime who deſired no bet- 
ter, ſeem'd to conſent with reluctancy. 
She defired leave to go a Minute to give 
orders about ſome Affairs which her Father 
had left her a charge of, and under this 
pretence went to conſult with a Slave 
in whom ſhe mightily confided, what ſhe 
were beſt to do. She retired with her 
into another Room, and frankly diſco- 
vered to her the Inclination ſhe had to 
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that Cavalier; that though it grieved her 
to part with him, yet ſhe knew not how 
Garay might take it, if ſhe ſhou'd keep 
him in the Houſe all Night : And laſtly, 
beg'd her to give her Advice upon theſe 
Difficulties, and to let her know what in 
ber Opinion ſhe had beſt reſolve. upon. 
The Slave, who was a cunning Jade, and 
knew very well what Advice wou'd be 
moſt agreeable to her Miſtreſs, anſwer'd, l 
own, Madam, you will-ſeem too eaſie if up- 


on the. little; Acquaintance you have with 
this Cavalier, you open your Heart to 
him; and in my Opinion you would be as 


indiſcreet if you went about to perſuade 
Garay to let him be in the Houſe for to 


Night. My Advice is, that ſince there 
are two are three Rooms empty, from one 
of which there is an Entrance into your 


Apartment, you had better lodge him 
there, without ſaying a word of it to any 
body. I will take care to conduct him 
thither, when ] have made him a Bed; 


and to provide him with whatever he may 


want, without Gray's Knowledge. You 


know Garay two Days hence is to goto 
Madrid; and then you may entertain this 
young Gentleman without any Fear or 


- Obſtacle : I can eaſily make him be- 


fore that the Officers keep Watch till 
about 
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is abſolutely neceſſary for him to ſtay here, 
if he wou'd not endanger his Life, or his 
Liberty, $136 | n 

This Advice of the Slave's was wonder 
fully liked by Rufina, who ordered her to 
go that moment and put Sheets upon the 
Bed, and make the Room ready for bis 
Reception. This was immediately done; 
and then the Amorous Widow returned 
to her Gallant: Vou will wonder, Sir, ſays 
ſhe, at my receiving you into the Houſe, 
and at Night too without my Father's Per- 
miſſion; bat to ſave a Cavalier of your 
Merit, we are allow'd ſometimes to exceed 
the Bounds of Decency. I begin to think 
it will be properer to conceal you from 
my Father, as well as from the Officers, 
that you may be the Safer. You may. be 
obliged to me if you pleaſe for this little 
Service; but I do it with a very good 


Will, and becauſe 1 think it neceſſary for 


your Repoſe. Jaime, who perceived that 
this Fiſh threw herſelf voluntarily into 
the Nets of Love, gaveathouſand Tokens 
of Acknowledgement for this new. Favour, 


They ſpent the time ina thouſand agree- 
able Diſcourſes : And Jaime, who was very 


eloquent at Flattery, rendering himſelf 
every moment more agreeable, by Pran 
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about this street, and that therefore it 


= 7 — — - — — 


1... | TRI 
all Ninas Charms one after another, made 
himſelf at laſt the abſolute Maſter of her 


Heart. However, ſbe was willing to try, 
whether there was no deceit in his Words; 
whether her Beauty alone had conquered 
him; and whether it had really made ſo 


fudden a Metamorphoſis of a fearful dif- 


rer. | ws 
The Slave now came in and told her 


Miſtreſs ſhe had done as ſhe arder'd her. 


She took Faime by the Hand, and led him: 
into the Chamber that was prepared for 
him: He found it handſomely illuminated, 
by a Chryſtal Branch; and there was a 
magnificent Collation ready ſet: He was 


 forprized to ſee her leave him immedi- 


ately alone; but he was fſatisfy'd with the 
Excuſe ſhe made, which was, that ſhe 
wou'd return the moment her Father was 
gone to Bed. At leaving the Room, ſhe 
gave him ſo kind, ſo tender a glance, that 
this new Demonſtration of Love encou- 
raged Jaime to hope for a ſucceſsful end 
of his Undertaking. Garay was not yer 
& far advanced in Years, but that he 
thought himſelf fit to pretend to the 
poſſeſſion of Rufina: He was her Gallant, 


and if he had not had a Wife already, had 


moved her to make him her W * 
345 | | | Je 


ordered Fugitive into a bold daring Lo- 
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He kept his Wife at Madrid; and ſhe; 
ia imitation of ſeveral others who ſee - 


themſelves deſpiſed and neglected, en- 


deavour'd to Comfort herſelf for the Ab- 
ſence of her Husband in the Company of 
her Lovers. Garay had not heard from 


her a great while; and being in hopes ſhe 


might be dead, be was reſolved to take 


a Peres to Madrid, to enquire ſecretly 
whether his wiſhes were verified or no; 
to the intent that if ſhe was gone where 


troubleſome Wives (in ſome Folks Opini- 


ons) ſhou'd be, he might ſtrike up a Match 
with Rufina, who was obliged to him for 
ſeveral pieces of Service. With this De-- 
ſign it was that he had fixed upon- this 
Journey, and in two Days he was to ſet. 


Out, 


and pretending ſome Indiſpoſition, ex- 


cuſed herſelf from keeping him Company. 


As he was uſed to go to Bed the moment 


he had Supp'd, Ruſina waited till ſhe heard 


that he was certainly aſleep, before ſhe 


went to her Gallant, with whom ſhe 
ſupp'd very nobly. As ſoon as the Cloatlr 
was taken away, while the Servants were 


at Supper, Rufina, who con'd not keep 


her 


Let us leave him to his Deſign, and 
return to Rufina, who cauſed his Supper to 
be brought in the moment he came home, 
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her Eyes off of her Gveſt, beg'd him to: 
conceal no part of his Liſe from her, but 
to tell her ſincerely, his Name, his Coun- 
try, and the Cauſe of his coming to Toledo. 
Jaime, upon this Intreaty, inverted the 
following Romance, which ſhe. readily. 
ſwallowed. . 
The place of my Nativity, Madam, is 


| Valencia, one of the Nobleſt Cities in all. 


Spain You certainly know it-by the Re- 
port of Fame, and that it has a very great 
advantage over ſeveral others, both for 
the Nobility. and Richneſs of its Inhabi- 


tants, and for the Sweetneſs of its Cli- 


mate "and the charming Fertility of its. 
Fields. 

1am of the Noble and Ancient Family 
of Pertuſa, very well known all over the, 


Kingdom of Vencia. My Name is Don 


Jaime de Pertuſa, and the King, in Re- 
compence of the good Services my An- 


ceſtors have done him, has honoured me 


with. the order of Auunteſa, and with the 


Commandry of Silla; which is the beſt 


belonging to that Order. Beſides the In- 
come of that, I have an Eſtate which was 
left me by my Father, and ſome other 
Revenues, which in all may amount to 


about . three. Thouſand Crowns a year, 1 
became enamoured of a Lady in our City, 
named 
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named Donna Blanca Ceinteillas, deſcended 
of one of the Illuſtriovs Families of Biſcay, 
and endued with a great many admirable 
Qualities : I ſerved her with all the Paſſion 
imaginable ; but ſhe did not make me a. 
ſuitable Return, being engaged with ano- 
ther Cavalier, call'd Don Vincent Poiadas; 
and as ſhe preferr d my Rival before me, 
| was ready to die with jealouſie. That 
Cavalier was reſolved to remove every 
thing that might impede his Pretenſions; 
and therefore one Night, meeting me in 
the Street, and he being follow'd by three. 
Ser vants he attacked me and one ſingle 
Man that attended me, | 
I defended my ſelf as long as I con'd, but 
was at laſt wounded, as they thought, 
mortally, The Man that Wounded me 
 con'd never be diſcovered, though every 
one ſuſpected who it was: But it being 
the common Report that Don Vincent was 
my Competitor, he was taken up; but 
having juſtified himſelf either by Favour, . 
or Money, he was releaſed, Being cured” 
of my Wounds, and reflecting on the ad- 
vantage with which my Rival had attacked 
me; I was reſolved to be revenged, and 
to pay him in his own Coyn. I ſurpriſed © 
him with a number of Followers on my 
| fide Superior to his, and left him wo 
; much 


ET 


much more dangeronſly than I had been. 
There were ſome People in the Street that 


knew me, and depoſed againſt me; a 


Practice very wacommon in Valencia, 


where Truth is very ſeldom found out 
by that Method. 


told him he cou'd live but a very ſhort 

time. I found his Relations were fixed 
upon revenging his Death, and was ap- 
prehenſive of falling 


leave Yalencia, and come to this City 
where I have been about a Month. I 
Have been informed by a Perſon of vaſt 
Correſpondence, that my Rival is now 
.out of danger and almoſt wholly reco- 
vered, and that the Contract between him 
and Donna Blanca is ſettled; which was 


a greater Concern to me, than the being 


this Day attack'd by two Men, who were 
hired by Dan Vincent to come hither to 
diſpatch me. They attack'd me in this 
Street; one of them | believe I have 
Wounded mortally, ſo that Ieſcaped 


their Hands by the aſſiſtance of thoſe that 
ran in to part us. I found your Doors 
open, and. having taken refuge in your 
Houſe, am perfectly ſafe from every thing 

at 


For this reaſon I ab- 
ſeated my ſelf ; becauſe my Enemy's Hurts 
were very dangerous, and the Surgeons 


into the hands of. 
Juſtice. This was what obliged me to 


from 
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but the Power of your Eyes. Thus L e-- 
ſcape one Priſon to fall into a Another; 
but this is ſo ſweet a Captivity, that I 
will remain in it all my Life, if you give 
your Conſent. 3 ES 
Here the pretended Don Faime con- 


_ cluded his Narration, leaving Rafina ex- 


treamly pleaſed to obſerve in that Cava- 
lier ſo many amiable Qualifications, and 
ſuch ſeeds. of Affection in his Heart, that 
ſhe flatter'd herſelf ſhe might eaſily draw 
him in to marry her; which having a lit- 
tle thought of, the made him this Anfwer : 
Seignior Don Jaime Pertuſa, | am extreamly 
forry for the unfortunate Accident that 
brought us acquainted; but I am not at 
all ſo for the deſign you have form'd of 
not returning quickly into your Native 
Country; for J ſhould be extreamly glad 
to keep you here; and I freely proteſt 
that if for my part I had intereſt enough 
in you to do it, I wou'd not ſcruple any 
means whatſoever even though upon Con- 
ditions deſtructive of my Liberty. If 
for nothing elſe, at leaſt you are ſomewhat 
obliged to me for the Good Will I bear 
you, in the little time that I have had 
the honour to know you: And if it cou d 
induce you to make a Return, I ſhou'd 
think my ſelf the happieſt of Women, Fe 
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hall have accompliſhed my utmoſt Wiſh: 
Perhaps Heaven may not have made me 
Miſtreſs of fo much Beauty as you deſerve: qu 
But I dare boaſt that my Virtue and Wealth 1 He 
may be ſufficient to pleaſe a Man of your bet 
Merit and Quality, | 
Madam, reply d Don Jaime, I can hardly b 
forbear kiſſing tbe Ground you Tread on, Ui 
though I am not worthy to touch it with ph 


my Mouth, after the Favour you bleſs me no 
with. Yet [cannot think I have received * 
any from yon, which I have not already th 
in ſome meaſure repay'd, ſince I have put Cl 


you in full poſſeſſion of my Heart and Soul. $0 
As for the Diſtruſt you ſeem to have of 
your own Perfe&ions, you certainly need 
employ but part of them to conquer me; 
I find, Madam, you have compleatly done 
it already; and therefore you need have 
Recourſe to no further Meaſures for that 
purpoſe, where your Beauty is ſo irreſiſti- 
ble : It has tranſported me quite beyond 
my ſelf, and made me your Slave. Happy 
was the Day that I was attacked by thoſe 
Aſſaſſins; for by means of this Misfortune, 
have gained a thouſand eauſes for Joy 
and Conſolation in your Words. May 
Heaven now prolong my Life, for if my 
Love is approved, as you do me the Ho- 
nour to aſſure me it is, [ſhall reſt hereaf- 
, ter 
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ter contented and ſafe in the Haven of 
your good Graces, which will make me 
quite forget the Pleaſures I enjoy'd at 
Home, when I find ſuch. a Paradiſe 
A. v6 16 rel 3 

Theſe and the like Amorous Diſcourſes 
paſſed between Jaime and Ruſina; and that 
Cunning Diſſembler hit upon the way to 
pleaſe her ſo exactly, that ſue thought of 
nothing but how to make herſelf agreeable 
in his Eyes. Time ran ſwiftly away in 
this Converſation, ſo that it was two o 
Clock in the Morning before Rufina retired 
to her Chamber, and ſhe even thought 
that too ſoon: Jaime too went diredly 
to Bed, overjoy'd at ſeeing his Comrade's 
4 attended with ſuch good Suc- 
ceſs. 5 l 
Criſpin was very uneaſie at not having 
heard any thing from his Emiſſary, all that 
nor the preceeding Day; Garay's pre- 
ſence was the occaſion. of it ; but ſo ſoon: 
as he was departed for Madrid, the Amo- 
rous Rafina breathed with more Freedom, 
and Jaime had then an Opportunity oF 
informing Criſpin by a Letter which he ſent 
by the Slave, how he had inſinuated him» 
ſelf into Rufina's Affection. Criſpin An- 
ſwered him by the ſame Conveyance, and 


at the ſame time ſent him a Purſe of a hun- 
dred. 


' burnt in Rufind's Breaſt. Indeed, he ſung 
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dred Piſtoles, to enable him to play with 
His Miſtreſs, and bribe the Servants into 
= latereſt ; which might come to be of 

The Day that Garay ſet out for Madrid, 
Rufina was engaged in receiving a Viſit 
from two of her Neighbours, which made 
her very uneaſie; for ſhe had much ra- 
ther have been with her Gallant. The 
Moment they were diſpatch'd, ſhe went 
to Don Faime's Chamber (for ſo we ſhall. 
call him, while the Trick continues.) She 
found him diverting himſelf with a Lute, 
which the Slave had lent him ; for he was 
an excellent Muſician, and made very good 
Verſes; a Gallantry common to the Na- 
tives of Valencia, who have a great Genius 
that way: and Jaime was Maſter of thoſe 
two Qualifications. in a great degree of 
Perfection. Runa hearing him at a diſtance, 
ſtole ſoftly to his Chamber, raviſhed with 
the Sweet Harmony of his Lute, whoſe 
Strings he touched with wonderful Skill; 

and She liſten'd unſeen for ſome time, 
finding he was going to ſing ſomewhat ; 
which he did with admirable Grace, hav- 
ing made the Words himſelf, which were 
upon the ſubject of his Love, This was 
throwing more Fuel upon the Fire which 


very 


„ 
very agreeably, and had an admirable 
Voice: But eſpecially ſhe obſerved that 
the Words he ſung were written by him- 
ſelf upon her, and upon the Accident 
which had happer'd to hin. 
The Amorous Rufina, coming into the 
Room, How, ſaid ſhe, Seignior Don Jaime, 
have you ſtill more Graces concealed ? 1 
am extreamly glad, though not at all ſur- 
rized to find it; for I know there are 
excellent Voices that come from Valencia. 
Mine is a very bad one, anſwer'd he; and 
I ſung more for the ſake of the Words, 
than to ſhew my Skill. I perceive, reply'd 
ſhe, the Song is very new, I believe hardly 
two Days old. Tis true, ſaid Don Jaime, 
but that is not at all to be wondred at; 
for the Subject it was writ upon, has ſo 
great a Power over me, that ſhe cou'd 
make me undertake even Impoſſibilities; 
fo far ſhe exceeds all the Rarities I ever 
admired, Do not turn Flatterer, ſaid 
ſhe; but though l am perſuaded that what 
you ſay is not Truth ; yet from you I 
receive it without the leaſt Anger: Vet 1 
think you ovght to uſe your Hoſt, more 
ſincerely, but Men are uſed to ſay what 
they do not think; and though they are 
not at all touched with Love, they very 


well know how to feign it. You may be 
1 deceived 
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deceived in this, Madam, faid he; and 1 
beg you wou'd believe me when tell you 
that | think my ſelf extremely bleſt in 
having been engag'd in this Quarrel, ſince 
it has procured me the Honour of your 
Acquaintance. All the Requeſt I make 
you, is, that you wou'd be convinced 
of my Sincerity, and not doubt me when 
I fay I love you above all things. 
| Don Jaime ſaid ſo many other things of 
the ſame nature, that Rufina reſolved to 
give him the greateſt Marks of her Paſſion; 
inſomuch that the Sharper deliſted from 
the Enterprize he came upon, and began 
to love her in reality. She ſeriouſly believed 
that her Gueſt was truly what he had 
told her of himſelf, and what fix'd her 
in this belief, was the liberty he took to 
ask Her, in his turn, what ſhe was. She 
was unwilling he ſhould think her inferior 
in Quality to himſelf; and therefore in 
few Words told him ſhe was deſcended 
from the Illuſtrious Counts of Meneſez. of 
Portugal, though ſhe was Born in the Town 
of Badajns, Jaime knew ſhe paid him in 
bis own Coyn, and that her end therein 
was to engage him to Marry her: This 
was directly contrary to Criſpin's Inten- 
tion, who would not for the World have 
Ednſented to ſuch a Match. 
| NES Rufina 
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| Ruſina grew more and more enamoured 
of her young Gueſt, and he on his part 
bent his whole Study upon the means to 
encreaſe her Paſſion : So that both con- 
curring in the ſame Delire, Rufina threw 
afide all manner of Reſtraint, and Jaime 
obtained the laſt Favour, As ſhe was ex- 
treamly troubled with the apprehenſion 
of Garay's Return, which ſhe knew would 
be ſpeedy, ſne conſidered with her ſelf the 
Ties which bound her to continue faithful 
to him; that he was believed all over the 
City to be her Father; and that he wou'd be 
violently provoked to find ſhe had deſerted 
him in that manner. She at firſt thovghr 
of giving him a Sum of Money in private 
and to take her leave of him; but ſhe con- 
ſidered better of it, and then reſolved to 
quit Toledo before he came back, and to 
prevail with Don Jaime to carry her to his 
native Country of Valencia. She therefore 
intended to declare her ſelf to him in two 
or three Days, Garay not being to return 
in a Fortnight, as he told her before his 
Departure. 

_ While Rufina was taken up with theſe 
thoughts, ſhe and her Gallant ſpent the .. 
time very Merrily ; and he being now in 
reality paſſionately in Love with her, re- 
ſolved to deſiſt entirely from his firſt In- 


tention, 


F 
tention, let Criſpin take it how he would. 
"Twas in the long Nights of Winter; ſo 
that the two Lovers ſpent them very a. 
greeably, intermixing their Careſſes with 
Amorous Diſcourſe and Son As Rufina 
had given him inſtances of her skill in 
the latter, they ſung together in Conſort, 


and marry'd their Voices to a Muſical In- 


ſtrument. One Night, after having Sung, 
and Diſcourſed of ſeveral: things, Rufing 
deſired her Gallant to entertain her and 
her Maids with ſome thing that might 
divert them : And particularly, if he knew 
any Novel that might make the Night 
ſeem ſhort, ſhe beg'd he would tell it her. 
The Young Spark, who was good at every 
thing, and had an excellent Wir, obey'd 
bis Miſtreſs, to ſhew the other Perfecti. 
ons he was Maſter of, and ſaid to her : 


Though to one of your Qualifications, 


adorable Emerentiana, and my Dear Mi- 
ſtreſs, my Diſcourſe will ſeem very com- 
mon ; yet to ſhew you how punQual [ will 
be in doing whatever you command me, 
I will immediately obey you excluſive of 
all other conſiderations, and fince I do it 
without any previous Study, you will the 


more readily excuſe the Favits I may com- 


mit: Therefore, having been told the 
following ſtory by a Cavalier of ales 
* 5 and 
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and thinking it very agreeable, T will 
tell it you in the beſt manner I can, He 


pus a little, and then began as follows, 


1a the great and famous City of Se- 
ville, the Metropolis of Andaluzia, the Mo- 
ther of ſo many Noble Families, and ex- 
cellent Wits, the Treaſury of all the 
Wealth which flows into Spain from the 
yeſt· Indies, was Born Don Antonio de Men- 
doza, a very accompliſhed Cavalier, of 
the Inuſtrious Family of the Dukes of Al- 
cala, ſo highly eſteemed all over the King- 
dom. By their Death, from whom he 
derived his being in this World, there 
fell to him an Eſtate of Four Thouſand 
Crowns Annual Rent, upon which he li- 
ved very Nobly at Seville, being the moſt 
remarkable Perſon at all publick Actions 
done about the City. He had at Madrid 
2 Couſin · Ger man who followed the Spaniſh 
Court, and was gone thither about ſome. 
Affairs of great Importance, which he had 
brought to a happy Iſſue. = 

Having lived there a while, be liked it, 
and the Converſation of the Cavaliers i in: 
habiting it, ſo well, that he Exchanged 


the Place of his Birth, for that Illuſtri- 


ous City. He. there became intimately 
acquainted with an old Cavalier, 1 
ame 
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Name was Don Alonzo de Caſtiza, A Perſon 
who had raiſed himſelf into a general E. 1 
ſteem, by the Excellent Endowments he I 
had. "Beſides which, he was honoured : 
with the Illuſtrious. Order of the Patron WW x 
of Spain, with a Commandery of Two | } 
Thouſand Ducats of Annual Reat. 4 
This old Gentleman was a Widower, 
having but one only Daughter, to whom 
all his vaſt Eſtate was to fall at his Death, 
Nature it ſeems had made it her parti. 
cular Concern to enrich this young Lady, 
with all the Graces and Per fections to be 
wiſhed in one of her Sex. Which occaſi- 
oned the Envy of all the Ladies about the 
Court towards her, ſince ſne had, in point 
of Beauty, the ſame Advantages over 
them, as the Sun has over all the reſt of 
the Planets. Her Father Don Alonzg, 
wiſhed her well Married to his Mind, that 
is, to one equal to her, in Eſtate and Extre- 
Aion. Don Martinio de Mendoza, (fo was 
called Don Antonio's Couſin whom l ſpoke 2 
of firſt) might have aſpired to the Ho- H 
nour of making his Addreſſes to her, as | th: 
well upon Account of the Houſe, from 
which he was deſcended, as the Familiar ſw 
Acquaintance there was berween him and th: 


her Father Don Alonzo. wi 
| 4 But 
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But being a younger Brother, he thought: 
kimſelf too low, in point of Eſtate, to 
pretend to ſo advantageous a Match. How- 
ever, he thought fit to make ſome Pro- 
fals to the 'old Gentleman, on the be- 
half of his Couſin Don Antonio, who lived 


at. Seville; whom he highly recommended 


to him for his Excellent Qualities, and 
the greatneſs of his Eſtate; for he was 
the only Son of a Noble "Honſe. Don 
Alonzo: took it very kindly from him, but 
thought it wit hal Prudence, ta make fur- 
ther enquiry into the Buſineſs ; knowing 
that Perſons ſpeaking for their own Re- 
lations, are commonly very partial, and 
think it no mortal Sin to exceed the Truth. 
So that Don Alonzo, immediately writ to 
a particular Friend at Seville, earneſtly 


deſiring him to give him an Account of 


the Perſon and? Eſtate, of Don Antonio de 
Mendoza; inaſmuch as it highly concerned 
the Honour of his Houſe, to meet with 
a Cavalier worthy his Alliance, to be 
Husband to his only Daughter, Donna Ca- 
tharina. 

*Twas not long ere he received an An- 
ſwer, wherein his Friend confirmed all 


that Don Martinio had ſaid of his Kinſman, 


with ſomewhat more; proteſting in the 
Concluſion, That he was ſo far from be- 
P ing 
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1 2 — that he rather told leſs 
than Truth. He thereupon went to Don 


Martinio, and told him, that he might 


write to his Coulin, and aſſured him he 
mould be very welcome, if he had any 


: Inclinations for his Daughter. He made 


him Anſwer, that he would, and Don A. 
-Jonzo, as a further Obligation, would have 
his Daugbter's Picture ſent him, that he 
might therein find ſome of the rare Qua- 


ities that were in her; permitting his 


Couſin, to be preſent at the taking of ie, 
that be might aſſure Don Antonio, the 
Painter had not flattered her, and that 
the Copy was below the Original. 

Don Martinio failed not to write to his 
Conſin, to whom he alſo ſent the Picture, 


celebrating the Vertves of that amiable 


Perſon, which the Painter could not re- 
preſent, as he had done the Lineaments 
of her beautiful Countenance. His Covſin 


Don Antonio was extremely ſatisfied there - 


with, and referred to him to make ſome 
.Overtures in the Treaty of Marriage, till 
he came thither himſelf ; for the further 
Proſecution whereof, be ſent him a full 
Power. 


ln the mean time, Don Antonio was pre- 


paring for his Journey to Madrid, to wait 
41 +> on 


partial N inſincere, in the Account he 


pod po py oy — . . „ mo wy He 9 08 


ry & ai = 6 Mw 0 - 0 


313) 


on his Miſtreſs, who having received his 
picture, was as much taken with it, as he 
bad deen with hers : ; leaving his Retinue 
at Seville, till a rich Livery, then ma- 
king, was finiſhed. He began his Jour- 
ney, having only one Perſon to wait on 
him, and a Groom to look to their Mules, 
who followed them at a little diſtance. 
Don Antonio carried always about bim his 
Miſtreſs's Picture incloſed in the ſame 
Letter, wherein his Couſin had ſent it 
him. Being come within half a Days 
Journey of Toledo he ſent away the Groom, 
to provide Lodgings for them in the City. 
He had entertained at a Dinner ſome of 
the Inhabitants of Orgaz, which was the 
Place where they had baited. The Cloth 
being taken away, they fell to Cards: He 
loſt his Money, and was vexed, which 
occaſioned their playing on ill he had 
recovered his Loſſes; and by that time it 
was grown later than he could have wiſh- 
ed. Being horſed, he and his Man put 
forward, but e're they had rode a League, 
Night ſurprized them, ſo that they made 
a ſhift to loſe their way, and got in a- 
mong certain Olive Trees, about half a 
League ſhort of Toledo. Not knowing 
where they were, and fearing to go too 


far out of their way, they thought it their 
f 2 beſt 
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beſt Courſe to alight, and reſt themſelyes 


under one of the Olive Trees, till it th 
were Day. They accommodated themſelves th 
the beſt they could, and Wearineſs ſoon te 
laid them aſleep; but they little dreamed dl 
.of the Misfortune which was to happen be 
to them. Being in their firſt Sleep, (which I 
is commonly the ſoundeſt) four Men came 6 
to the place, very ſoftly, for the Noiſe f 
of their Mules brought them thither; 6 
and theſe were of a Profeſſion, which for f 
the moſt part finds thoſe that are of it g 
more Work by Night than by Day. They | 
had been upon a Deſign which had not 2 
taken, and ſo they were returning very J 
diſconſolate with empty Pockets to 7 0 F 
edo. 

Coming up to them, and finding them - 
both aſleep, they tied their Hands behind , 
them, and took away all they had, but \ 
their Waſtcoats and Drawers; and' to get f 
off with more ſpeed and ſafety, they made | 
uſe of their Mules. Don Antonio, being x 
thus baſely ſurprized, was exaſperated at h 
the Misfortune ; but his Man told him 1 
that it had happened to them through þ 
bis Fault, becauſe he had not given over > 
Playing ſooner. | They diſcourſed of it, p 
?tjll the Birds gave them Notice of the : 
approach of Aurora, Soon after hearing ; 


the 
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the Noiſe of ſome Cattel not far front” 
them, they called to him that looked af- 
ter them, very much bemoaning the Con- 
dition they were in. They asked him, 
how far it was to Toledo, and he told yes 
it was not quite half a League, but if 
they would go along with him to a Coun- 
try-Houſe hard by, he would gladly ſhew 
them the way, and that he doubted not, 
but the Lady, who lived in it, would re- 
lieve them in that Extremity. 


They took his Advice, and he brought 


them toa very fair Houſe. Having knocked 
at the Gate it was immediately opened by 
an old Man, who was Steward to the La- 
dy, and had the over-ſight of the Shep- 
herds, and the Profits arifing from the 
Sheep. The Shepherd who brought them 
thither, wentin to the Lady, and ina few. 
Words gave her an Account of the Mif- 
fortune that happened to thoſe Strangers, 
and the Condition he had found them in. 
Whereupon ſhe ordered them to be 
brought up to her Chamber: Don Anto- 
nio preſented himſelf to her, very much 
out. of Countenance to ſee himſelf almoſt 
Naked; having upon him only an old 
Coat, which the Shepherd had lent him. 
He told her that his Journey was for 
Madrid, about a Law-Suit of great Im- 

P 3 portance 
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portance, not diſcovering who he was, 
dut only that he was a Gentleman of Se. 
ville, named Don Torpino de Hexzo. The 


= Lady, whoſe Name was Donna Olivia, was 


much troubled to ſee him in that deplo- 
rable Condition. There were in the Houſe 
two Cheſts full of Cloaths, which had been 
a Brother's of hers, who Died not long 


before. She ordered two Suits to be 


brought out, which they put on, that 
which Don Antonio had , proving ſo fir, that 


the Lady was much taken with his Per- 


fon, and had her Eyes always faſtened on 
him. She invited Don Antonio to Dine 
with her, which he did, taking occaſion 

ever and anon, to make extraordinary 
Acknowledgments of the Favours he had 
received from her. 

They continued two Days in that 
Country- Houſe, e're the Lady made any 
diſcovery of the Affections ſhe had for 
Don. Antonio ; ſave only what ſhe did with 
her Eyes, which were the ſilent Inter pre- 
ters of the Trouble ſhe: was in. Don An- 
tonio was not inſenſible of it, and had ſome 
Diſcourſe concerning it with his Man; 
yet had he not the Confidence to tell him 
what he really thought of it, being (as 

he was) upon the Point of diſpoſing him- 
ſelf otherwiſe. The Servant adviſed him 


not 
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not to let flip ſo fair an Opportunity, 
and told him he ſhonld not be ſo hard- 
hearted, towards a Lady of ſo great 
Worth, and one that had fo highly ob- 
liged them, The Solitude of the Place, 
the Beauty of the Lady, and the ſilent 
Diſcoveries ſhe made him by her Geſtures- 
obliged Don Antonio to anſwer her Aﬀe- 
ction. He entred into ſome Love Diſ- 
courſes with her; but though ſhe was 
really in Love with him, yet would ſhe 
not grant him any particular Favour, un- 
leſs he firſt aſſured her ſhe ſhould be his 
Wife, and that ſhe had a Promiſe of it un- 
der his Hand, 

Don Antonio, on the other ſide, bad ſo” 
great a Kindneſs for her, that he had in 
a manner forgot the Miſtreſs, whoſe Pi- 
cure he had carried about him, and ad- 
viſing with his Servant, (who was a dan- 
gerous Confident, and a ſubtil Fellow) 
what he ſhonld do; he told him very 
roundly, that he ovght not to let flip fo 
ſweet and favourable an Opportunity ; 
that he might eaſily have the Enjoyment 
of her, and withal give her the Promiſe 
of Marriage ſhe deſired, provided he put 
not into it his own Name, but filled it 
with the Suppoſitious Name he had af- 
ſumed ; ſince ſhe knew neither his Coun- 
| | P 4 try 
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try nor Extraction. Don Antonio follow. 
ed his Advice, and thereupon had his De- 
fires of Donna Olivia, who having made 
the Blot, could do no leſs than give him 
leave to enter. He continued. there four 
Days, at the end whereof, acquainting 
the Lady that his Buſineſs at Madrid was 
of ſuch Importance as required his per- 


fonal Attendance there, ſhe conſented to 


his Departure, on Condition he would 
return again as ſoon as he could; which 
he with Oaths, promiſed to do. 
The next Morning, betimes, he depart- 
ed, leaving the Lady o'er-whelm'd with 
Tears : He was ſomewhat troubled, os 
at leaſt pretended it, The Lady having 
furniſhed. him. with all things neceſſary, 


he put forward; but e're he had gone 


far, he received ſome part of the Cha- 
ſtiſement which he deſerved for his Per- 
fidiouſneſs ; for the Mule he was mounted 
on, being apt to ſtart, gave him a fall, 
whereby he ſo ſprained one Foot, that he 
was forced to make ſome ſtay at Illeſcas, 
a Place balf-way between Toledo and Ma- 
drid, and to ſend for Surgeons to ſet all 
things right again. | | No 
Leaving him there confined to his Cham- 
ber for ſome Days; let us return to Donna 
Olivia, who very much beyailed in” Ab- 
1 | ence 
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ſence of her Gallant, the very thought of 
whom, cauſed her no ſmall Afflicion. A 
Servant of hers who had made the Bed 
where he lay, found under the Bolſter, a 
Picture of the Lady whom Don 4165 
was to be Married to, folded up in a 
Letter which his Couſin had writ to him 
from Madrid, which ſne delivered to her 
Miſtreſs, who opening the Paper, ſaw the 
Picture, whereat ſhe was much diſquieted; 
but ſhe was much more. aſtoniſhed, when a 
ſhe caſt her Eye on the enſuing. Letter, ; 

which contained theſe Words : 


Dea reſt Couſin, 
0 U will receive herein incloſed the Pi. 


Cure of the Lady Donna Catharina 
de Caſtiza, which is very exatFly taken from 
the Original; doubt not but the Charms of 
ber Beauty will oblige you to haſten your 7out- 
ney. Her Father, Don Alonzo de Caſtiza, 
expetts you with great Impatience, In the 
mean time, the Contract of Marriage is a 
drawing up, and will be ready, before you be 
here to ſign it. Aſſure your ſelf you will be 
extremely | atisfied, that you ha de found ſo exe 
celient a Wife, I am, 

Your Affectionate Couſin, }. 


Don Martinio de Mendoza. 
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Donna Olivia had ſcarcely come to the 
Period of this Letter, but through the 
Trouble ſhe received at the reading of ir, 


ſhe fell into a Swoon, and continued there- 


in above half an Hour, in- the Arms of- 
her Maid. At laſt ſhe came to her ſelf, 
burſting into Sighs and Tears. She railed 


at the Sevillian Impoſtor, but much more 


at her own Simplicity, "that ſhe bad fo 


lightly. proſtituted her Honour to an un- 


known Perſon, whom ſo ſtrange an Ad- 
venture had brought to her Houſe, She 


ſpent that whole Day in weeping and be- 


moaning her Misfortune : But conſidering 


witbal, what hazard her Reputation was 


by any Man. Whereupon, with the light 
ſhe received from the Letter, of the Oc- 


caſion of his Journey, and the perſon to 


whom he was to be Married, ſhe put 


things in Order for-her Removal to Aa- 
arid; which (he might better do than any. 
other, in regard ſhe had not any Kinſman. 


near enough to whom ſhe might commu- 


nicate her Intention. She communicated - 


her Deſign to Dilario, an old Servant of 


hers, who had brought her vp from the. 
Cradle, and was very glad to wait on her, 
Upon this. Reſolution, ſhe cavſed two 

Waggons 


in, ſhe reſolved it ſhould not be ſaid of 
her, that ſhe had been fo baſely affronted- 
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Waggons to be loaden with all things ne- 
ceſſary to furgiſh a Houſe fit to receive a 


_ Perſon of Quality, and took ber way to- 
wards Madrid. Being come thither, ſne 


commanded her Servant Dilario, to enquire 


whereabouts lived Don Alonzo de Caſtizay . 


and whether the young Cavalier, whom 


he intended to make his Son-in-Law, were 


come from Seville, She underſtood by 
him, that he was not yet come, but that 
they expected him, which much troubled 


| the Lady, who knew nothing of the Ac- 
cident that had happened to him near 


Ille ſcas. 


The firſt thing this affronted Lady did, 


was to takea Houſe for her ſelf near thar 
of Don Alonzo de Caſti ca, and ordered Di- 


lario to live in it as Maſter thereof: That 


done, (he ſent him to Don Alonso, to 


enquire whether he wanted a waiting Gen- 
tlewoman, for ſhe would diſguiſe her ſelf, 


that ſhe might not be known by Don An- 
tonio. The Buſineſs had the effect ſnhe de- 


ſired, for Donna Catbarina was then ene - 
quiring for a Widow to wait on her; a 
Cuſtom much practiſed in Spain, where. 
Ladies of Qnality have ſeveral: of them, 
who being Widows they call Duenna's. 
When this was propoſed by Dilario, who” | 


went under the Name of Father to his 
Miſtreſs, 


/ 


*.  . 
Miſtreſs, Donna Catharina not only recei-. 
ved her into her Service; but her Father 
Dilario, was entertained into Don Alonzo's. 


Dilario gave his Miſtreſs an Account of his 


Negotiation, whereat ſhe was extremely 
atisfied : So that having put her ſelf in- 
to the Habit of a Duenna, ſne went the 
next Day to preſent her ſelf to Donna Ca- 


tharina, conducted by her pretended Fa- 


ther, Dilario. They were both very kind- 
ly entertained by Don Alonzo de Caſtixa, 


and his Daughter. Donna Olivia wiſned 
ſhe had not been ſo handſome, that the 


Suitor ſhe expeRted might be the leſs ta- 
ken with her; however, ſhe couragiouſly 
' reſolved to proſecute the Impoſture ſhe 
was engaged in, Donna Catharina asked 
Dilario what Country-Man he was? He 
told her that he was Born at a place cal- 
Jed-. Utrera, near Seville; that his Name 
was Jacob de Grenatus (by which we ſhall 
henceforth call him) that his Daughter 
had been Married to a Merchant of that 
City, who died as he was going for the 


Weſt-Indies ; leaving ſo great Debts be- 


hind him, that all his Eſtate went to ſatis- 
fy his Creditors. 


Don Alonzo hearing that Grenatus was 


of Andalazia, asked him, whether he had 


lived: any time at Seville? He told him 
| that: 


EC et Coo ! ꝗ as a. a mw 
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that he had often been in that City, but 
that his Daughter had lived there. Den 
Alonzo would not at that time enquire any 
farther, nor enter into any Diſcourſe with 
him concerning Don Antonio de Mendoza. 
Donna Olivia was entertained as Duenna to 
Donna Catharina, who took ſach an Affe- 
ction to her, that ſbe truſted her with all 
her Keys, to the great Diſcontent of her 
other Servants, who had lived with her 
many Vears. Grenatus told them that he 
had a Houſe of his own, not far from 
Don Alonzo's, and a Wife (for Flora an 
ancient Maid of Donna Olivia was to Act 
that part) whereupon he had no Lodgings: 
aſſigned him in Don Alonxo's. 

It is now time we return to Don Anto- 
nio de Mendoza, who being recovered of 
his Fall, came to Maarid, and lighted at 
the Hovſe of his Couſin Martinio, who 
was much troubled that he bad not been 
there ſooner, He told him the Cauſe of 
it, and gave him a particular Account of all 
that had paffed in Donna Olivia's Country- 
Houſe, even to the Promiſe he had made 
her, - under a feigned Name. Don Marti» 
nio asked him, what Quality the Lady was 


of? Whereto he anſwered, that her Name 


was Donna Olivia de Priola, and that ſhe. 
was of one of the moſt Noble Families of 
| Toledo. 


'F_ > 


Toledo. Don Mattinio was very much dif. 


ſatisfied with his Procedure, reprehend- 
ing him with the unworthy Action he had 


committed in abuſing and diſhonouring 


that Lady, and that it was to be feared, 
ſhe might hear of his coming to Madrid, 


in order to a Marriage to another, and find 


means to be revenged for that Affront. 
They afterwards fell into Diſcourſe con- 


cerning Donna Catharina, and Don Antonio 


told him, he extremely fanſied the Pi- 


Qure he had ſeen of her, but that with 


the. other things he had been robbed of, 
he had loſt it: Though he knew well e- 
nough, he had left it under the Beds-head 
at Donna Oli via's, 


Martinio told Don Antonio, that it were 
requiſite he put himſelf into other Appa- 
rel, before he waited on his Miſtreſs, and 
that he muſt keep within Doors ' till it 
was ready. Within two Days a very 
fair Riding Suit was brought him, where- 
in, pretending he was but newly come to 
Town, he goes to the Houſe of Don Alon- 
29 de Caſtiza, by whom he was received 
with great Demonſtrations of Kindneſs, 


Notice was immediately carried up to 
Donna Catharina, that the Perſon deſigned 


to be her Husband. was coming up to her 
Chamber, 


which troubled him not 
a little; however he diſſembled it. Don 


Pry 


Chamber, where ſhe was with her Maids: 
about her, who had. juſt made an end of 
dreſſing her. Don Antonio coming in, (con- 

duded by Don Alonzo and Don Martinio): 
was infinitely ſatisfied at the Sight of his 

Miſtreſs, whom he very civilly and diſ- 

creetly- Saluted for he was a Perſon of an 
Excellent Wit, and a confident Carriage 
and Demeanour. He found by the Origi- 
nal of Donna Catbarina, that the 1 105 | 
had done his Work very faithfully ; a- 
Vertve not much praQtiſed by. Painters, "ok 
ſpecially vpon ſuch Occaſions as that was. 

He was raviſhed to ſee fo great a Beauty, 
and ſhe on the other ſide was well ſatisfi- 

ed with the hand ſome Perſonage of Don 
Antonio. 

There were yet ſome things to 1 done 
in order to the abſolute Concluſion of che 
Marriage, at which there was a Neceſſity 
of Don Antonio's Preſence Whereupon he, 
Don Alonzo and Don Martinio, withdrew- 

Into another Room, where they locked 
' themſelves in with a Notary, and ſome 
Friends, who were to be Witneſſes at the. 


Articles of the Agreement. 


Donna Catharina continued all that time: 


ia her Chamber, with her Servants talk- 
ing of Don Antonio, her Husband to be; 


every one. Congratulating her good For- 
tune, 


oy R 
tune, ſave only Donna Olivia, who ſaying: 
nothing at all, her Miſtreſs obſerved it -- 
and being all alone with her, Donna Arti. 
miſa, (ſaid ſhe to her, for that was the 
Name ſhe had aſſumed) whence comes it. 
that while all the reſt Celebrate the Happineſs 
of my Choice, you only are Silent? Metbinks 
you might have contributed ſomewhat to the 
Publick, Congratulation, though you bad done 
it only out of Complaiſance; I pray. give me 
ſome Reaſon for it. Donna Olivia had done 
it purpoſely, in Proſecution of her De- 
ſign, and this Qneſtion came as ſeaſonably 
as ſhe could have wiſhed it, ſo that ſhe 
made her this Anſwer. As to the Perſon 
of Don Antonio, Madam, there is not any 
thing to be ſaid againſ# it, nay, be is ſo Ac- 
compliſhed that there is not any thing to be 
wiſhed in bim which be 1s not already poſſeſ- 
ſed of. My Silence proceeds hence, that 
bad à particular Knowledge of him at Seville; 
for 1 lived in a Quarter of the City; which be 
much frequented, 1 neither will, nor- onght 
to-conceal from you the Occaſion of his ſo often 
coming thither . For it is my Duty to be faith- 
ful to yo, as baving no other Deſ1gn than to 
ſerve you, and endeavour your quiet, ſo at 
that you may not live in a perpetual Diſen. 
joyment of your ſelf all the reſt of your Days. 
Kunw then, Madam, that if you Match your 

"hf 


— 
ſelf with Don Antonio, you wilt be brought #0 
a kind of civ /] Death; inſtead of receiving the 
Satisfaction of Wedlock. Donna Catbarina 
was much aſtoniſhed at this Diſcourſe, and 
preſſed her Duenna, to diſcover to her 
more clearly, what ſhe had but too great 
a Deſire to tell her: Whereupon intreat- 
ing her to retire into a more ſecret place, 
where they might not be obſerved by her 
other Women, Donna Olivia gave her this 
malicious Account, of the per fidious Den 
Antonio. . 5 

J ſhould not li ve with the Reſpect and Du- 
ty J owe you, as my Miſtreſs, nor according 
to the Affection 1 bear you, if I expreſſed nat 
my ſelf clearly to you in a Buſmeſs wherets 
you are ſo bighly concerned, and on which de- 
pends your greateſt Felicity in this World -- 
Know then, Madam, that Don Antonio fell 
in Love with a Lady at Seville, one very 
bandſome and well deſcended, in a word, want - 
ing nothing but a- Fortune ſuitable to ber Qua: 
lity : He Courted ber ſo earneſtly, that ſhe, 
finding ber ſelf obliged by ſo great Demon 
ſtrations. of Affection, Letters, and continual 
Embaſſies, attended with Preſents, from Don 
Antonio, ſatisfied his deſires, upon a Promiſe 


that be would make her bis Wife, whereof ther 


are many Witneſſes : But the Buſineſs was. to 


be kept ſecret. for a time; for Don Antonio's 
| N _— 
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Father was then alive, who, having received 
ſome Intelligence of that Love, endeavoured 
all be could to prevent Don Antonio's Mar- 
riage with Donna Marcellina de Loprezza; 

(fo was the Lady called) the Continuance of 
bis Viſits to ber, produced little Proofs, which 


were two Sons and a Daughter, who were at 


that time with the Mother, When Don An- 
tonio's Father was removed out of the way, 
(which happened not long after ) Donna Mar- 
cellina expected be ſhould make good his Pro- 
miſe, and Marry ber; but he, for ſome time, 


came not ſo much as to ſee ber What Incon-- 


weniences ſhe was put to from the time of their 
Acquaintance ſhe knows to ber Sorrow, and J 
am not Ignorant thereof; for I lived near ber, 
and went often to ber Houſe. 
| mg now convinced that be intended to 
heave ber in the Lurch, ſhe diſcovered the Bu- 
faneſs to two Couſin-Germans of bers, who were 
fo enraged thereat, that they immediately re- 
ſalved to oblige Don Antonio, by. force, to 
orm the Promiſe be: bad made to their 
K — Don Antonio went to à certain 
Farm be bad, not far from Seville, to avoid 


bi Adverſaries, who, knowing he went out of 


the way purpoſely becauſe be would not ſatisfy 


their Couſin, reſolved to be the Death of bim: 


Things were in this Poſture wben my Fatber 
—_ me to Madrid, where I have _ 
ut 


2 — 


that Miſtreſs, whether that Donna Marcel- 
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bout this fix Weeks - This is the Account F 


car give you of Don Antonio, who muſt not 
think bimſelf ſecure in this Court For the” 
Lady's Kinſmen, whom I know to be Gallant 
and (tout Perſons, as ſoon as they bear of his 
being here, will be ſure to attend his Motions, 
and Revenge the Affront done to their Couſin ; 
nay, it will be eaſier for them to do it here than 
at Seville. 

Donna Catharina heard very attentivel y 
the Story told her by the Duenna, and was 
extremely troubled, to find Don Antonio 
ſo far engaged with another. She asked 
her a thouſand Queſtions, and among o- 
thers, whether he was much in Love with 


lina was very handſome ? Cc. Whereto- 
ſhe made ſuch Anſwers as were ſuitable 
to her Deſign, which was to put Don An- 
tonio clearly out of her Favour. Donna. 
Catharina reſolved to give her Father an 
Account ef all, and leave it to him to in- 
form bimſelf more fully of the Buſineſs, 
She immediately went to the Room where 


he was, to ſpeak to him; for all things 
were coneluded as to the Marriage. oy 


In the mean time Donna Olivia was left 
in. the Outer Room, where the Women 
and Duenna's are wont to wait: There 


came in to them a Servant of Don Antoni 9, 
om 
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whom he had ſent to the Poſt for Ros 


from Seville; enquiring for his Maſter to 
give him the Pacquet. Dona Olivia told 


him, that he was within, but that as ſoon 


as he came out, (he would deliver it to 
him. Having opened the Pacquet, (he put 
into it a Letter which ſhe immediately 
Writ, and Sealing it vp again, came where 
her Miſtreſs was : She asked her whi- 
ther ſhe was going- with thoſe Letters ? 
The other anſwered without the leaſt diſ- 
covery of any Malice, that they were di- 
rected to Seignior Don Antoni, and had-been 
brought thither a little before, by one of 
his Servants from the Seville Poſt. Cu- 
riolity was- an Ingredient of the firſt Wo- 
man, and it is very fruitfully ſpread thro? 
the whole Sex. Donna Catharina ſhewed 
her ſelf not free from it on this Occaſion; 
and ſhe was the more excuſable; conſide- 
ring the Story that had been told her by 
the ſubtil Duenna So that ſhe was tempted 
to open the Pacquer, wherein finding one 
Letter Written with a Woman's Hand, 

(which was that, Written by Donna Oli- 
2ia) ſhe could do no leſs than open it, 

and directing her Eye down to the bot⸗ 
tom of it found it ſubſcribed by one Donna 
Marcellina de Loprezza - She read it, and 
was confirmed in what before ſhe not ful- 
Iy Credited, The 


* 
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The Letter. 
My Deareſt, 


* OUR Abſence and my Indi ſpoſition 
have reduced me to ſuch an Extremity, 
that cannot imagine I bave any long time 
to live ;, it being impoſſible 1 ſhould hold out, 
after the News | have heard of your Reſoluti- 
on to be Married at Madrid ; which cannot 
eaſily be done, without a tranſcendent Baſe- 
xeſs by a Perſon ſo nearly engaged to me as 


you are. - You know that you cannot beſtow on 


another what is ſo Lawfully due to me; eſpe- 
cially if you make the leaſt Reflection on the 
precious Pledges 'there are between us thereof. 
I bave no other Advice to give you, as things 
now ſtand, but that, if you are at ſuch a loſs 
of all Shame and Conſcience ;, there is a Dei- 
ty, who ſees our moſt ſecret Thoughts, and 
paſſes a juſt Judgment on them ; and that I 
bave many Noble Friends who meaſuring the 


ſmall Account you make of them by your 


ſliphting of me, will not fail to Revenge the 
drone. done to us all. 1 hope we ſhall not be 


forced to thoſe Extremities confidering bow 


bigbly you are obliged to do things ſuitable to 
the Nobleneſs of your Birth, and to acknow- 
leage, 
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whom he had ſent to the Poſt for Letters 
from Seville; enquiring for his Maſter to 
give him the Pacquet. Pond Olivia told 

| him, that he was within, but that as ſoon | 
as he came out, ſhe would deliver it to 
him. Having opened the Pacquet, (te put 
into it a Letter which ſhe immediately 

| Writ, and Sealing it vp again, came where 

her Miſtreſs was : She asked her whi- 

| ther ſhe was going- with thoſe Letters ? 

The other-anſwered without the leaſt diſ- 

covery of any Malice, that they were di- 

rected to Seignior Don Antonio, and had been 

brought thither a little before, by one of 
his Servants from the Seville Poſt. Cu- 
rioſity was: an Ingredient of the firſt Wo- 
man, and it is very fruitfully ſpread thro' 
the whole Sex. Donna Catbarina ſhewed 
her ſelf not free from it on this Occaſion; 
and ſhe was the more excuſable; conſide- 
| ring the Story that had been told her by 
the ſubtil Duenna So that ſhe was tempted 
to open the Pacquet, wherein finding one 

| Letter Written with a Woman's Hand, 

(which was that, Written by Donna Oli- 

2ia) ſhe could do no leſs than open it, 

| and directing her Eye down to the bot= | 

tom of it found it ſubſcribed by one Donna: 

7 Marcellina de Loprezza . She read it, and 

| was confirmed in what before ſhe not fal- 

{ Iy Credited. The 
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The Letter. 


My Deareſt, 
Y OUR Abſence and my Indi ſpoſition 
have reduced me to ſuch an Extremity, 
that cannot imagine I bade any long time 
to live; it being impoſſible I ſhould hold out, 
after the News | have beard of your Reſoluti- 
on to be Married at Madrid ; which cannor 
eaſily be done, without a tranſcendent Baſe- 
| weſs by a Perſon ſo nearly engaged to me as 
you are. Jou know that you cannot beſtow on 
another what is ſo Lamfully due to me; eſpe= 
cially if you make the leaſt Reflection on the 
precious Pledges 'there are between us. thereof. 
I bave no other Advice to give you, as things 
now ſtand, but that, if you are at ſuch a loſs 
of all Shame and Conſcience ;, there is a Dei- 
ty, who ſees our moſt ſecret Thoughts, and 
paſſes a juſt Judgment on them ; and that I 
bave many Noble Friends who meaſuring the 
ſmall Account you make of them by your 
ſligbting of me, will not fail to Revenge the 
Affront done to us all, 1 hope we ſhall not be 
forced to thoſe Extremities conſidering bow 
bigbly you are obliged to do things ſuitable to 
the Nobleneſs of your Birth, and to acknow- 
as 


( 334) 


edge, as you ought, ber whom, while we both 


Live, you muſt look on, as 
Tour Lawfull Wife, 


Donna Marcellina de Loprezza, 


This Letter fully ſatisfied Donna Ca. 
tharina, that all ſhe had heard from the 


malicious Duenna was true, Her Father 


coming into the Room as ſhe had done 
reading it, ſhe acquainted him with all that 


concerned Don Antonio, ſhewing him the 


Letter from Donna Marcellina : He was ex- 
tremely aſtoniſhed, to find that a Cavalier 
of ſo Noble a Family, had abuſed a Lady 
of ſuch Quality, and that having Children 
by. her, he ſhould be ſo Impudent, as to 
make his Addreſſes to his Daughter: He 
forbore reproaching him therewith, till 
he had better informed himſelf from a 
Friend of his of Seville, then at Madrid, 
whom he immediately went to look for. 

Don Alonzo was hardly got out of Doors, 
but Don Antonio and his Man came in, for 
his Man having told him that he had deli- 
vered the Pacquet to one of Donna Catha- 


rina's Women, he was come to receive it 


from her; ſince it was not brought to 
his Couſin's, whither all his Letters were 
| directed. 


Y 
} 


your Pretenſions to me, as that you ſhould have 
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directed. It was his Fortune to meet witk 
Donna Catharina in the Outer Room, where 


her Father had left her. I ſhould not have 
returned ſo ſoon, my deareſt Lady, (ſaid he 


to her) bad not ſomewbat extraordinary ob. 


_ me thereto :, it is to receive ſome Letters, 
which my Man tells me be delivered to one of 


your Women, She thought (ſays Donna Ca. 


tharina) that you bad been ſtill with my Fa- 
ther : 1 caſually meeting ber as ſhe was coming 
into the Room, asked ber what ſhe came for; 


| the anſwering, it was to deliver you the Pac- 


queg, J took it from ber and (preſuming that 
| Cavalier of your Age and Complexion could 


not have lived to this time in Seville, and not 
have an Inclination for ſome Lady) a certain 
ConjunGion of Curioſity and Jealouſy perſwa- 
ded me to open it. That Curioſity has done 
me a Courteſie, and bas ſatisfied me in ſome 
things which before I only ſuſpeFed : And 
therefore I forbear deſiring your Excuſe, ſince 
I have received ſo good an Information, be- 
fore I was any further engaged with you; for 


bad it come too late, I bad been ruined - 


Here's a Letter from a Perſon you ſhould be 
well acquainted with : This would have been 
enough to undecerve me, but it only confirms 


| a Relation 1 bad received before; upon which 


I was almoſt reſolved to put ſuch a Check to 
but 
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but little Encouragement to contiuue them: | 
Farewell, my Preſence will but trouble you, 


this Letter will acquaint 


you with what you are 
not Ignorant of. 


Don Antonio receiving the Letter ont of 


her Hand, was not a little ſurprized, not 


imagining what might have happened to 


him. Heread it, and preſently inferred, 


That it was a Trick put upon him by 


ſome envious Perſon, who was deſirous to 
obſtruct his Happineſs. Meeting with Don- 


na Olivia, (whom, as we ſaid before, he 
knew not in her Widow's Habit) Ab Ma- 


dam! (ſaid he to her) What Forgeries are 


theſe? I a Miſtreſs at Seville, and of this 


Name? I Children by ber, and that upon 4 


Promiſe of Marriage ? If it be not the grea- 
teſt Untruth that ever Human Malice in- 
vented, let me never look Man in the Face 


again. For my part, (replies the ſubtil 
Duenna) I find my ſelf inclined to believe, 
what you ſay may be true ; but your main 
Concernment is to bring my Lady to that Per- 
fwaſion. 1 know ber to be of ſuch an Humour 
© as not eaſily to quit a Reſentment, which ſhe 
entertains upon juſt Grounds ;, and 1 much 
Queſtion, whether ſhe will admit your Addreſ- 
ſes any furtber, for I know ſhe bas acquainted 
ber Father with all, and be is gone to a Gen- 
tleman of Seville, an intimate Friend of bis, 

| who 


principal Verb, which J have occaſion for - 


"WF 
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who is now in this City, I am very glad of © 
it, (ſays Don Antonio) for be will find it to 
be an abſolute Impoſture, and that there is not 

any Lady in Seville, that goes under the Name 


of Donna Marcellina de Loprezza. 


But 1 beſeech you tell me, Maaam, whether 


your Intimacy be very great with the. Lady 
Donna Catharina. So great (replied ſhe) 
that I am the only Perſon in her Favour, and 


to whom ſhe is pleaſed to communicate her 


Thoughts. If it be ſo, (ſays Don Antonio) 


it's poſſible you may procure me the Favour 


from her, that I may vindicate my ſelf. I 
much Queſtion, whether ſhe will ever ſpeak to 
you again, (ſaid ſhe) for [he is extremely in- 
cenſed againſt you, and when onse angry, if 


juſtly, ſhe is the hardeſt to be appeaſed that ever 


I knew : But, (ſaid he) if you. are ſo much 
in ber Favour, you may prevail ſomewhat with 
ber, by repreſenting to her the extraordinary 
Affection I have for her. It is in my Power, 


(ſaid ſhe) to do with her what you deſire ; but 


what will you give me if I can procure you a 


favourable Audience from ber? Any thing 


you can deſire, (ſaid he to her) if you mind 


only matter of Advantage. You ſee I am ve- 
_ ry Yeung, (ſaid ſhe) and conſequently may 


hope to be Married again, Money is the only 


RR: 

VI anſwer your Fxpectation, may I rely on 
your Liberality for my Reward. That you may 
know bow earneſtly I deſire it, (ſays he) do 
wbt I require, and I will make your Fortune 
heavier by Frye Hundred Crowns than it 5, 
T1 moſt bumbly thank you, (replies ſhe) but I 
anuſt tel you, Sir, that I have been ſo delu- 
died by the Verbal Promiſes ſometimes made me 
y @ Perſon of your Quality; that I have Rea- 
ſont to miſtruſt whatever is promiſed, if I have 
it not in Writing : You will be pleaſed to Ex- 
euſe me, Sir, if my Fear to be deceived as I 


dave been, force me to theſe Pretautions, and 


-to afſwe your ſelf, that thoſe ſatisfied, I will 
endeavonr to ſerve you to the utmoſt of my 
Power. To give you abſolute Satisfaction, as 
80 tbat Point, Madam, (ſaid he) help me to 
Pen, Ink, and Paper, and you ſhall bave wha 
Security you deſire your ſelf. 
Donna Olivia would ſee the Iſſue of it, 
and ſo brought him what he deſired. Don 
Antonio kept his Word with her ; nay, ei- 
ther out of Ignorance, of the Form of ſuch 
Obligations, or to make a greater Expreſ- 
ſion of his Earneſtnefs that (he ſhould aſſiſt 
him, he proved ſo Liberal, as to give her 
.a Blank Signed and Sealed, not mention- 
ing the Sum whereto he obliged himſelf; 
telling her he had not ſpecified it, out of 
7M 
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a Deſign to requite her beyond his Pro- 

miſes, proportionably to the Service ſhe 
ſhould do him, in the Recovery of his 


_ Miſtreſs's Favour. She ſaw this happened 


according to her Wiſhes, ſo that acknow- 
ledging the Favour Don Antonio had done 
her, ſhe promiſed him her utmoſt Endea- 
vours to deſerve it, by recovering him - 
into the Favour of his Miſtreſs, The A- 
morous Cavalier believed her, and took 
his leave. OM 
Dilariocoming in ſoon after, Olivia gave 


him an Account of what Progreſs ſhe had 
made, and putting into his Hands the Blank 
Signed by Don Antonio, bid him write a- 


bove his Name, a formal Promiſe of Mar- 
riage, dating it about the Time of his be- 


ing at her Country-Honſe near Toledo, 


with two Witneſſes : Which Dilario did 
— as near as he could Don Antonios 
Hand. A my 
That Day, Don Alonzo failed to meet 
the Gentleman of Seville, and put off the 
Vifit he intended him 'till the next. In 
the mean time, Donna Olivia underſtood 
from Donna Catbarina, that fhe was reſol- 


ved to lead Apes in Hell, rather than have 
Den Antonio to her Husband, having alrea- 
dy truſted her Duenna with ſome of her 


Q 2 Secrets, 
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Secrets, ſhe thought ſhe might make an 
abſolute Diſcovery of her ſelf to her, and 
thereupon told her, how that before her 
Father had treated of a Marriage between 
her and Don Antonio, {he had been Courted 
by a Perſon of Honour, named Dan Vale- 
rio de Merdea, that ſhe had ſome Inclina- 
tion towards him; and that the Perſwa- 
ſions of her Father, had prevailed with her 
to entertain the Applications of Don An. 
tonio; but having diſcovered his Unwor- 
Tthineſs, ſhe was reſolved to Re-addreſs 

her Affection to Dor Valerio. 
Donna Olivia was almoſt out of her ſelf 
For Joy to hear that News, for it put her 
into a Confidence, that her Deſign would 
take; and the more to promote. it, ſhe 
diſpoſed Donna Catharina as much as lay 
in her Power to Favour Don Valerio. He 
muſt needs be diſpicaſed with me, (ſays ſhe to 
her) yet 1 doubt not but a Letter from me 
will Re-ingage him to be my humble Servant. 
The crafty Duenna, proffered to be the 
Bearer of it, on Condition ſhe might do 
it by Coach. Donna Catbarina was very 
glad to find her Woman ſo ready to ſerve 
her, eſpecially in a Buſineſs which ſhe was 
Jo much pleaſed with; and ſo ſhe com- 
manded a Coach to be made ready, ww 
__ that 
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that ſhe ſnould go immediately to ſee Don 
Valerio, to whom (he writ a Letter. Donna 
Olivia took Coach, pretending to go to 
Don Valerio's Houſe, but ſhe went to her 
own, and bid the Coach-man return 
to Donna Catharina, and tell her, that 
for fear Notice might be taken of the 
Coach, ſhe would go a Foot to the Place 
where ſhe had ſent her, conducted by 
Granatus her pretended Father, From 
that Houſe, ſhe writ two Letters, one, to 
Don Alonzo, deſiring. him to come to 


her; the other, to Don Valerio, to the 


ſame Effect, with Directions to find the 
Houſe. e | 

While the Letters were carried abroad, 
ſhe put off her Widow's Habit, and put 


on that of a Perſon of the higheſt Quality, 


expecting theſe two Viſits with the accu- 
ſtomed Ceremonies of Spain. Don Valerio 
de Merdea was not long a coming, though 
he knew nothing of the Perſon who had 
Written to him. There had not paſſed 
many Compliments between him and Don- 
na Olivia, but Word was brought her that 
Don Alonzo de Caſtiza was alighted out of 


Coach, and was a coming into the Houſe. 


Sir, (ſaid ſhe to Don Valerio) 1 am obliged 
to ſpeak with the Perſon who is coming up, all 
| Q 3. | alone, 
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lone. Not but that you may hear the Diſ- 
conrſe we ſhall have togetber ;, and therefore let 
me entreat you to ſtand bebind this Curtain, 
whence you will bear all we ſay; for it Concerns 
vous more than you imagine, and will prove to 
your Advantage, Don Valerio comply'd, not 
knowing what might be the Iſſue of this 
Precaution. | 13 FI 
Don Alonzocame in, and having taken 
a Seat, Donna Olivia (whom he knew not 
as ſhe was then dreſs'd) apply'd her 
ſelf to him with this Diſcourſe. J doubt 
not, Sir, bat you ſomewhat wonder, you ſbould 
be intreated bither by a Letter, and that from 
4 Perſon not known to you. To recover you. 
from that Confuſton, I will give you an Ac- 
count of my ſeif. l was Born in the Im- 
« perial City of Toledo, the only Daughter 
e of the Honſe from which I am deſcended, 
** and Heir thereof. I am of the Family 
< of Priola, ſo well known all over Spain, 
© that I need ſay nothing of it. As to my 
| « Quality, I am to tell you farther, that 
il * my Father was, in his time, honoured 
V with the Order of St. James, and my 
« Brother of that of Alcantara, with the 
Command of a Troop of Horſe under 
* his Majeſty in Flanders. Upon his 
Death | retir'd to a Country-Hovſe I 
| * have 
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have near Toledo, where I liv'd private? 
ly, contenting my ſelf with the Inno- 
cent Enjoy ments of a Conntry-Life, 
* without the leaſt Acquaintance of any 
thing of Love, till that, one Morning 
© a Sheperd of mine brought to my Houſe, 
_ * two Men, who had been robb'd, and 
* ſtripped the Night before, by certain' 
< High-way-Men. I took Compaſlion of 
them, eſpecially him who by his De- 
* meanour ſeem'd to be the Maſter, and 
e out of two Cheſts of Cloths my Brother 
had left, I furniſh'd them with two 
«© Suits, wherewith they cover'd their 
« Nakedneſs. They ſeem'd to be very 
* thankful for ſo ſeaſonable a Favour 
© but the more conſiderable of the 
ce two has treated me very ungrateful- 
« ly, and requited my Charitable 
« Offices only with Flatteries and De- 
_ © [ was ſo Simple as to be cajol'd, by 
e the Careſſes he made me, during four 
% Days that I kept him at my Houſe, and 

“ he prevail'd ſo far with me, that I was 
<« .no longer at my own Diſpoſal. The 
© re-iterated Oaths and Proteſtations of 
« 2 Perſonof that Worth, rais d me into 
c a perſwaſion that he really loy'd me, and 
WE - that 
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05 that induc'd me to love him again. To 


be ſhort, upon a Promiſe he made me 


e of Marriage, he got me in a Humour to 


6 grant him the greateſt of Favours. He 
© made me believe that his going to Court 
te was for the Proſecution of ſome Law- 


4 Buſineſs that concern'd him very high- 


*'ly. He deſir'd my leave to go to Ma- 
drid, Promiſing to Return again in a 
* ſhort time, but with ſuch Demonſtra- 


© tions of Love as might eaſily have pre- 


„ yailed with one who had not fanſied 


* him ſo Affectionately as I had done. I 


*< ſupply'd him with all things neceſſary, 


and he left me extremely troubled at 
* his Departure. Now, by a Picture and 
% a Letter he left behind him under the 
*. Bolſter, I found that the Occaſion of 
*< his coming to this Court was in Order 
* to a Marriage between him, and that 


Miracle of Beauty Donna Catharina, your 
Daughter. Now, our Honour being 
* the moſt conſiderable thing we ought 
© to be tender of, I could do no leſs, upon 
the Procedure of Don Antonio, than 
* reſolve to come to this Court and to 
* apply my ſelf to my Friends, that by 
* their Favour, I might croſs the Mar- 
Kriage he is about, and you will find, 

* ** that 


(345). 
e that I may eaſily do it, if you but ſee 
* what Cards J have to Play. | 
I I conceiv'd my firſt Overture ſhould 
« be to acquaint you with my Diſgrace, 
© with the Diſhonour I have run into by the 
% Acquaintance of Don Antonio, and with 
his Treachery towards me, that receiving, 
lit from my own Mouth, you may not 
© be too forward to conclude what is al- 
* ready reſolved between you, as I have. 
** underftood. With the Paper I have 
here in my Hand, Iwill Proſecute him 
i to. the utmoſt; it is under his own 
„ Hand and Seal, and Witneſſes to it: 
„ Be pleaſed, Sir, to peruſe it, and ſee 
whether I have not Reaſon to Proſe- 
e cute this Ungrateful and Perjur'd Man, 
sand to force him to a Performance of the 
“ Promiſe he has made me, 
Don Alonzo was aſtoniſhed at this Rela- 
tion of Donna Olivia, and by what was 
put into his Hands, found out the Diſpoſt- 
tion- of Don Antonio, and concluded him 
a fickle imprudent Perſon, who purſu'd 
his Enjoyments, without any Thought of 
the Conſequences thereof, and thereupon 
he reſolv'd there ſhould be no farther talk 
of any Marriage between him and his 


Daughter. Opening the Paper which 
25 Donna 
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Donna Olivia had given him, he found in 


it theſe Words, 


Wrtneſſeth, That J, Don Antonio de Men- 
doza, an Inbabitant of Sevil, acknowledge my 


ſelf to be the Lawful Husband of Donna Olivia 
de Priola, an Inbabitant of Toledo, and 


that 1 will perform tbe preſent Promiſe I make 


ber of Marriage wbenſoever [ ſhall be by ber, 


thereto required. Signed and Sealed in the Pre- 


ſence of Dilario and Flora, Servants to the 


ſ#id Donna Olivia. 


Don Antonio de Mendoza; 


Having read this Promiſe, and knowing 


the Hand and Seal of Don Antonio, Don 


Hlonzo ſaid: to her, Madam, I am very 


much troubled, that Don Antonio, (a Per- 
ſon ſo well deſcended as he is ) ſhould be guilty 


of” ſo unworthy. an Adtion, and a Demeanour 


fo full of Treachery; for at the time when be 
gave you this Writing, be was coming bither 
pur poſely to be Married to my Daughter, But 
the Account you have given — him is ſuch, 
that I aſſure you, I will have no more to do 


with bam, ſince you have ſo much Reaſon to 


oppoſe 


Tiki preſent Writing, written with my: 
own Hand, and Sealed with my Seal, 


6 


- * ͤ 
oppoſe it, Proſecute your own Right, and leave” 
him not till” you bave obtained your Defires, 
and be aſſured I ſhall aſſiſt you to the utmoſt 
of my Power, ſince I find your Honour ſo higbly 
concerned in it, I have ſome Friends here, 
and thoſe Powerful, I will engage them all to 
ſerve you, that you may find I am a Perſon, 
who prefer a juſt Cauſe before all Self. Inte- 
reſt, 
Donna Olivia gave him very humble 
Thanks for ſo great a Favour, and the 
Tears that fell from her at the cloſe of her 
Diſcourſe, heightned his Zeal and Ten- 
derneſs towards her, Don Alonzo took 
along with him the Writing which Donna 
Olivia had ſhewn him, that he might 
thereby induce Don Antonio to an Acknow- 
ledgement of his Fault. With thoſe Pro- 
teſtations he took leave of Donna Olivia, 
Promiſing to ſee her again within a ſhort. 
time, and to Return the Promiſe of Mar- 
riage ; reiterating the Deſires. he had to 
| ſerve her. He thereupon left her, giving 
Don Valerio the Liberty to come upon the 
Stage. As ſoon as he had taken his Seat: 
Tou have underſtood, (ſays Donna Olivia to 
him) sf ſo be you have heard the Diſcourſe 
between Don Alonzo and my ſelf, what bas 


paſſed between me and Don Antonio, Up J 
which 
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which Account, (as you have heard from ber 
Father) you find he is never like to be Husband' 
to the fair Donna Catharina. She ſent me 
hither to acquaint you, that what has been done 


on ber Part in order to the Marriage between 


her and Don Antonio was purely out of Com- 


pliance with the Commands of her Father, and 


that ſhe is glad of the. Occaſion ſhe now bas 


to quit him, and re-aſſume that Kindneſs and 


ion ſbe ever bad for you. What I ſay, 
you will find in Writing under ber Hand, when 
you bave peruſed this Letter, Don Valerio 


having read it, was the moſt. ſatisfyed 


Man in the World; to find his blaſted 


Hopes now beginning to ſpring again, 


Donna Olivia perceiving it, to confirm 


his Satisfaction, continu'd her Diſcourſe 
to him thus: I know Seignior Don Valerio, 
you will be aſtoniſhed in your Self, bow this Let» 


ter ſhould fall into my Hands, it is my ſelf 


only can unriddle it. Being in Love, as you 
are, you-know that, that little Divinity is the 
Aber of many Diſguiſes and Transformation, 
4 you are taught by Ovid in bis Metamor- 


phoſis, and conſequently you doubt not, but 
that I Loving an Unconſtant Perſon who had 
' kad ſuch precious Pledges of my Affection, 


ſhould leave nothing unattempted to recover 
m Henour, and oblige bim to the Satisfattion 


of, 


FREE. © 
of what be owes me. I came to this Courts 
with a Deſign, being what J am, to get into 

the Service of Donna Catharina, and have 

effected it. For though you ſee me in this 
Houſe, (which was 94 upon my Account 

I live in ber's, waiting on ber in the Quality 

of a Duenna;. a part I have aſſumed, the 

better to elude Don Antonio, and to do all 

that lay in my Power to put him out of my Mi- 

ſtrefs's Favour ;, and I have alſo brought that 

ſo far about, that I am Confident there will 
never be any Marriage between them, and 
ſhe is wholly inclined to Favour you, Now 
conſider with your ſelf, what you would have 
me to ſay to your Miſtreſs for I am juſt going 
to put on my Widow's Habit, and I muſt re- 

turn preſently, and am afraid ſhe will think I 

have ſtay d too long, If you will return ber 

an Anſwer, you bave here all things requiſite 
to doit, I think it neceſſary you ſhould, that 

Donna Catharina may ſee, I bave punctually 
obeyed her Commands. A. to the Secret of 

my Diſguiſe, I prey keep it ſuch, for it concerns 

me, that it ſhould not be diſcover d a while, 1 

rely on your Diſcretion, and knowing you to be 

a Perſon of Honour and Worth, I preſume 

you will not diſcover it. 5 


This | 
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This Diſcourſe very much ſurpriz d 


Don Valerio, who took occaſion to com- 
mend her Courage and Generoſity, and 
return'd her his moſt humble thanks, for 
the Favour ſhe had done him, in enſtruſt- 
ing him with the Secret of-her Love, and 
pray'd Heaven to give him Life to Ac- 
knowledge and Requite ſo great an Obli- 
ation. He Promis'd her not to diſcover 


any thing till ſhe commanded him to do 
it; and thereupon, ſeeing her in haſte to 


be gone, he Writ a-Letter in- Anſwer to 
what he had receiv'd from his Miſtreſs, 
full of Amorous Compliments, and Pro- 
teſtations of Fidelity to the laſt Gaſp. 
While he was Writing, Doune Olivia 
put on her Widow's Habit, and made 
all the haſte ſhe could to Don Alon- 
20'S. 

ln the mean time Dan Antonio, extremely 
reſenting the Impoſture put upon him, 
acquainted his Couſin, Dow Martinio with 
it, whereupon they went both together to 


Don Alonzo's. He not being within, they 


ask'd for Donna Catbarina, who came out 
without any Ceremony to receive their 
Viſit, that it might be the ſhorter; for 


| ſhe had no great Mind to ſee Don Antonio, 


The poor Gentleman endeavour'd to vin- 
dicate 
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dicate himfelf, ſwearing a thonſand Oaths 
that he never heard of any Lady in Sevil;. 


of the name mentioned in the Letter, and 


that no doubt ſome envious Perſon had 
put this Trick upon bim; and that if Don 
Alonzo ſhould upon Enquiry find it to be 
true, he would be content to loſe his Ho- 
nour and Life, nay more, the Hopes of 

ever enjoying her. 
The earneſtneſs of his Diſcourſe p . 
Donna Catharina into ſome Doubt, 1— 
what ſhe had heard was ſome Impoſture 
advanced purpoſely. to obſtruct bis Pre- 
tenſions, and referr'd it to her Father, to 
make a full Diſcovery thereof. Her an- 
ſwer to them was, that ſhe was not at her. 
own Diſpoſal, that it was her Duty to: 
comply with that of her Father, and con- 
ſequently, ſhe could not quit the ill Im- 
preſſion ſhe had received of. Don Antonio, 
till ſhe were better inform'd of the Truth; 
that her Father would come in ere long, 
and ſhe could take no Reſolution without 
his Orders, in a Buſineſs of ſo great Impor- 
tance. 

While they were engaged in this. Diſ- 
courſe, Don Alonzo comes in from the: 
Viſit be had made to Donna Olivia. Don 


Martinio made him a ſhort Relation of 
what 
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what had happen'd, and renew'd to him 


the juſt Complaint which his Couſin had 


"reaſon to make of the Crime laid to his 
Charge. Whereupon both deſiring him 
to hold his Hand, at leaſt till there were 


an Exact enquiry "made i into the Buſineſs, 


he deſir'd them to fit down, and gave 
them this Anſwer. Gentlemen, I went out 
in hopes to be informed by ſome Friends of Sevil, 
now here, whether that which is imputed to 


Don Antonio were true, and I could not meet 
with them; but if I bad found them, it's poſſi- 
ble they mig bt know nothing of the Buſmeſs, 


for Sevil is - great City, and ſome Parts of 
it lie at ſuch a diſtance y/ Hr others, that they 


may well be accounted different Places, What 
found moſt certain is, that Don Antonio 
bas made a Promiſe of Marriage to a Lady 


of Toledo, who entertain d him at a Country- 


Houſe of bers, after he had been Robbed by 
certain Thieves ; and what is yet more to be 


conſidered. ſhe thoug bt it not much to ſecure 


bis Affection by the Forfeiture of ber Honour. 
I bave it from the Lady ber ſelf, wbo ſent 
for me, and ſhew'd me the Promiſe under bis 


Hand, which ſince we all know, there can be no. 


Evaſion. 


He 
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He thereupon ſhew'd it both the Cone 
fins, who were both at ſuch a loſs that 
they knew not what to ſay ; eſpecially 
Don Antonio, who ſufficiently betray'd his 
_ Guilt by his Aſtoniſhment, but ſwore 
withal that he had not made that Promiſe 
under his own Name, but under a feigned. 
But Don Martinis knowing all the Circum- 
ſtances of the Buſineſs, was moſt liberal 
of his Reproaches to his Couſin; which 
railing a certain Compaſſion in Don A 
lonzo, forc'd this Diſcourſe from him. 
Seignior Don Antonio, we find by many 
Experiences, that a Young man, once fallen 
im Love, will do any thing to obtain bis De- 
fires; that Love ſhould overcome you I wonder 


x0t at all; but what occaſions my Aſtoniſhment, "8 


is, that you ſhould have the Confidence: to Ad 
dreſs your ſelf to « Perſon of the Quality, this 

Lady is of, and diſhonour ber, without ever 

conſidering, that in time, ſhe might acquaint. 
her Friends therewith, who would be ſure 10 

Revenge the Affront; and what adds to this 
Aſtoni ſument, is, that you durſt do ſuch an 
Action when you were coming bither purpoſely 
in order to your Matching with my Daughter, 
for whom, if any Credit may be given to your” 
Letters, you pretended to bave a paſſionate 


Affection. I ſee not how your Heart * 
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be capable of ſuch a Competition of Paſſions, 


that you ſhould pretend the greateſt Inclinations 


imaginable for one, and treat of a Marriage 
with another: Being @ Perſon of Honour, I 
doubt not but you will make it appear in your 
Actions; and that is, that you ſt and to the 
Promiſe you made to the Lady Olivia, though 
it were only out of this Conſideration, That it 
argues a more generous Nature to do that 
willingly, which muſt othcrwiſe unwillingly be 


done. The Lady is not ſo deſtitute of Friends, 


as you perbaps imagine; ſhe is now at Madrid, 
come expreſly to recover ber Debt, which no 
doubt ſhe will; and ber Cauſe being ſo Juſt, 
"tis not likely ſhe will want Aſſiſtance. My 
Advice is, that you endeavour to prevent the 
HT Reports which the Buſineſs muſt raiſe of you; 
- Performwbat you have Franc and 3 
Jour Love to my Daughter blind you any fur- 
ther, for I am out to ſhut ber up in a Cloy- 
ner, for the remainder of ber Life, ratber than 
(he ſhall ever be your Wife. 

With that he roſe up, and without any 
Compliments, went into another Room. 
Donna Catharina follow'd him, and the 
two Couſins, without ſo much as a Word 


exchanged, went home, where Don Mar- 


tinis fell into bitter Expoſtulations with 


unworthy 
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his Couſin, for his engaging himſelf in fo 
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unworthy an Action. Don Antonio had 


nothing to reply, but that he was aſto- 
niſhed how that Promiſe came to be Signed 
with bis own Name; having made it only 
in a ſuppoſitious. 

Leaving them in that Confuſion, making 
ſeveral Reflections on the Adventure, let 
us return to the feigned Waiting-woman, 
who was got back to Don Alonzo's, and 
had deliver'd Don Falerio's Letter to Donna 


Catharina. She was infinitely ſatisfyed 


with it, as fearing he would not have 
been ſo calily retrieved into her Ser- 


vice. 


Donna Catbarina acquainted her, how that 


Don Antonio and his Couſin had been there; 3 
what had paſs'd between them and her 
Father; and that he had abſolutely diſ- 
miſſed them ; ; it being diſcovered, that. 
Don Antonio had committed another Im- 
pertinence, and had made a Promiſe of 
Marriage to a Lady of Toledo, who was 

come expreſs to Madrid, to obſtrut 
his Pretenſions to her. Donna Olivia pre- 
tended the greateſt Aſtoniſhment in the 
World, and burſt forth into * 


againſt 3 Antonio. 
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In the mean time there came a Meſſage 


to Donna Catharina from a She-Couſin of 


hers, inviting her to a Comedy, which 
was to be repreſented at her Houſe, that 
Night, whereto ſhe ſent Anſwer that ſhe 
would come. Donna Olivia having made 
ſo Succeſsful a progreſs in her Buſineſs, 
bethought her ſelf of an Invention that 
ſhould bring it to an abſolute Period; for 
ſhe had the Management of all, She told 
Donna Catharina, that if ſhe pleas'd to 
wave her going to the Comedy, ſhe might 


have a Meeting that Night with Don Vale - 


rio in a ſecure Place, to wit at her Fa- 
ther's Houſe where ſhe might do what ſhe 


pleas'd her ſelf. The Lady had a great 


Kindneſs for Don Valerio, and was deſirous 
to prevent the Reproaches he might make 
upon her former diſcarding of him, and 


ſo ſhe accepted the Proffer made by her 


Woman. She immediately ſent for Grana- 
tus, and gave him a Letter for Don Valerio, 


whereby he was deſired to come that. 
Night at Eight to Donna Olivia's Houſe. 
He was ſent with another to Don Antonio 


de Mendoza, acquainting him, T hat Donna 


Catharina, notwithſtanding the Indignation 
of her Father, and what ſhe her ſelf had 
faid, was reſolved ſecretly to Marry = 
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and deſir'd to meet him that Night, at a 
Houſe whither the Bearer would bring 
him, and that he ſhould not fail to be 
there at Nine, | 
The two Cavaliers kindly receiv'd their 
Letters, eſpecially Don Antonio, who be- 
ing but a little before diſſmiſsed, was re- 
call'd to joyn Hands with Donna Catbarina, 
and imagined it done by the interceſſion 
of the Waiting-Gentlewoman, to whom 
he thought himſelf infinitely obliged, and 


the Preſent he had made her well beſtow- 
ed: The two Gallants fail'd not to be 


there at the time appointed, and in the 


mean while, Donna Catharina and her Wo- 
man took Coach leaving Don Alonzo at 


home, ready to go to Bed. They went 
to Donna Olivia's Houſe, which ſeem'd to 
be that of Granatus, where they were re- 
ceived by Flora, Olivia's Maid, who went 
under che Name of her 'Step-mother : 


While Donna Catbarina was expecting the 


Arrival of Don Valerio, ſhe ſent Dilario 
with a Letter to Don Alonzo containing 
theſe Words. | 
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To Don Alonzo de Caſtiza, 


S IR, 


Y Lady Donna Catharina, inſtead of 
going to ſee the Comedy, "whereto [be 
bad been invited, is come to my Father's 
Houſe, with a Reſolution to be ſecretly Mar- 
ried to Don Antonio, notwithſtanding your 
probibirion to the contrary - I concery'd it my 
to give you notice thereof, and it is your 
Work to take what Courſe you think fit to pre- 
went it For my Part J have done what lay 
in me, and I ſhall not need to fear Re- 
proach from you, ſince 1 have ſent you timely 
Notice of ber Intentions, 


nl I -- £- Fa eee f—- E-- 


Donna Artimiza. 


Granatus was diſpatched away with this 
Letter, and order'd not to deliver it till 
half an Hour after Nine, which he did. 
In the mean time Don Valerio fail'd not to 
come, preciſely at his time, and was di- 
rected to his Miſtreſs, who gave him 
4 ſuch Satisfaction as filenc'd all his Com- 
3 plaints. 


Olivia left them together in a Room, 
where ſhe lock d them in: Not long after 
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came Don Antonio, according to the time 
appointed him, and was receiv'd by Olivia, 
who difpos'd him into a Room, without 
light, alledging it concern'd him, that he 
were not ſeen ; that he ſhould forbear 
making any Noiſe, and that it would not 
be long ere his Miſtreſs came to him: He 
romis'd to obey her in all things, and 
aid there ſo long as that Olivia might 
ſhift her ſelf into Cloths ſuitable to her 
Quality, that done, ſhe went into the 
Room, and ſpeaking very low, it was no 
hard matter for her to deceive Don Antonio, 
and to make him believe he was very much 
in his Miſtreſs's Favour. V' 
Leaving theſe young People thus match⸗ 

ed, let us return to Don Alonzo, who re- 
ceiv'd the Letter from the Duenna juſt as 
he was getting into Bed. The Old Gen- 
tleman was extremely ſurprized thereat, 
and going out of Doors, attended by 
Dilario, he went to the Commiſſary's 
Houſe, which was hard by: The Afflicted 
Man acquainted him what Poſture things 
were in; whereupon the Commiſſary ta- 
king ſome of his People about him, they 
went to Dilario's Houſe, where, after ſome 
knocking, they were let in: They had 
Juckily a Lantern with them, and = 
| them 
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them good Service, for they found the 
Houſe without any Light: They lighted 
a Torch, and went into ſeveral Rooms, 
in one whereof finding Don Yalerio and 
Donna Catbarina, the Commiſſary ask'd 
them, what they did there? Don Valerio 
told him he was there with his Wife, 
which was confirmed by Donna Catharina. 
Don Alonzo would have run him through; 
but the Commiſſary telling him ſhe was 
not with the Perſon he imagin'd, that 
that Gentleman was Don Valerio de Merdea, 
a Perſon of great Quality, and well known 
about the Court. Don Alonzo could do no 
leſs than approve of their Marriage, 
though 'twere only out of a Satisfaction, 
that ſhe was not fallen into the Hands of 
Don Antonio; whom he hated extremely, 
For the ſtrange Pranks he had Played. 
They went thence unto another Room, 
which they found lock'd, and thereupon 
threatning to break open the Door; Don 
Antonio open'd it within, and comes out 
_ telling them that he was there with Donna 
Catharina his Wife, and that it was with 
her Conſent, he was come into that Houſe 
to Marry her. Upon that Diſcourſe Donna 
Olivia came out of the Room, and ſaid 
to him, Ton are deceived, ſweet Seignior 
#4 N , Don 
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Don Antonio, I am not the Woman yo 
think me, but Donna Olivia de Priola, who - 
expects from you the Repar ation of her Honour ; 
the Recovery whereof oblig'd me to enter into 
the Service of Donna Catharina, ſerving ber 
in the Quality of a Waiting-woman, Don 


Alonzo de Caſtiza looking on her a little 
more attentively than he had done, knew 
her, as alſo did the fair Lady Donna Cas 
tharina : Both of them reflecting on the 
Diſguiſes ſhe had run through to retrieve 
her Honour, very ſeriouſly commended 
her Courage and Contrivances, and as much 
blamd? Don Antonio, who findiog himſelf 
Convinced, and Condemned of all, ratify'd 
once more the Promiſe he had made ben. 
Don Valerio and his Miſtreſs were enſur'd. 


one to the other, and the Solemnity of 


their Marriage order'd to be Eight Days 
after. They prov'd both very happy in 
their Wives, of whom they had many. 
Children who were the Comfort and Fe- 
licity of their Parents. But particularly. 
for Don Antonio, when he reflected on the 
ſtrange Adventures whereby Donna Olivia 


engag' d him to his Duty, he look'd on all 


as ſo many Extraordinary Demonſtrations 


of her Affection towards him, which oc- 
caſion d his to be multiplyed towards her; 


beſides 


DR» 

"beſides the Kindneſs he had for her upon 
the Account of her Ingenuity : For Wit in 
a Woman is a great inflamer of Love, e- 
ſpecially that Woman's Wit which is ever 


beſt at a dead Lift. 


This Novel of Don Jaime's was wonder- 
Fully liked by Rufina and her Maids, That 
natural Eloquence of his, joyned to his 
.other. good Qualities, fully compleated 
the Conqueſt of Rufina's Heart; and the 
Spark found he had charmed her to the 
laſt degree. He quite laid aſide the de- 
ſign he had formed of Robbing her; nay, 

he now deſired a convenient opportunity 
of making the ſame known to her, and 
It was not long before he found one, for 
as Ruſina thought Don Jaime was really 
what he had told her, ſhe gave him to 
underſtand that her intention was to leave 
Toledo, before ber Father returned from 
Madrid, to carry with her the moſt va- 
Jvable part of her Effects, and to retire 
with bim to Valencia, ſince he was ſo 
powerful in that Country, and deſcended 
from ſo Illuſtrious a Family, The diſ- 
guiſed Cavalier vpon this occaſion was 
Forced to own the ſtratagem he had form'd 
againſt her; and being unwilling ſhe — 


my Deſcent | 
lencia, but of mean parentage though vir- 
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be any longer under her Miſtake he ſaid 


to her : My dear Soul, knowing the good 


Will wherewith you have. been pleaſed 
to honour me, I will no longer conceal. 
any thing from you ; I will lay open my 


whole Heart before you, and inform you 
of what you are at preſent ignorant ; nei- 
ther wou'd my Crime admit of any Ex- 
cuſe, if the Love I now bear you did not 
make ſome amends for it. My Love is 
not the Crime [ ſpeak of ; for all that 
ſee your divine Beauty muſt inevitably love 
you: I beheld it, and conquered by your 


Charms gave up my Liberty and all the 
other Powers of my Soul, to thoſe of 


your enchanting Face. And 'tis no won- 
der I did ſo; for this is a Victory, Ma- 
dam, which you may eaſily gaia- over 


Hearts much more flinty than mine, which 


thinks it ſelf bleſt in being your flave, 


and in continuing ſo as long as ever my 
Eyes can admire the Brightneſs of thoſe 
two Suns. This Preamble is only to im- 


plore your Pardon for the Fault I have 


committed; I frankly confeſs I am not 


the Man | made you believe I was by the 
Relation you obliged me to give you of 
though I am indeed of Va- 
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tuous. My Father lived Honeſtly upon 
the Labour of his Hands, being by Trade 
.a Rope-maker : I had too high a Spirit for 
one of my Condition: being reſolved not 
to ſtoop to my Father's mechanick Buſineſs, 
came into Caſtile, after having been firſt 
in Andaluſia: and have been ſo ſucceſsful 
in what I turned my ſelf to, that I have 
mever wanted either Friends or Mo- 
'Tcame hither in the Company of a Man 
«calPd Criſpin who was a Priſoner for ſome 
time at Malaga, upon account of ſome 
Crime which he wou'd never own to me. 
This Man heapt upon me ſeveral Obligati- 
ons, defraying my Ex pences upon the Road, 
and even lending me Money, becauſe he 
ſaw the deſire I had to contract a Friend- 
ſhip with him, that we might aſſiſt each 
other in the Profeſſion we both followed. 
One day he unboſom' d himſelf to me, and 
beg' d me to contrive ſome way to intro- 
duce my ſelf into your Hovſe, for he knew 
you had a great deal of Money by you, 
and intended to eaſe you of as much of it 
as he cou'd : What he ſaid to me there- 
upon made me conceive that he had been a 
Prifoner at Malaga for Theft. To effect 
Hur deſign, therefore, we . to 
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have a Quarrel in the Street, that might 
force me to fly to your Houſe for Refuge; 


where you have received me ſo obligingly,. 


and loaded me with ſo many Favours, 
that | find your Charms will fruſtrate- 
Criſpin's Ropes, for as I have now in- 
form'd you of the Villany we had prepared: 
for you, ſo 1 ſhall endeavour to turn it 


upon his own head, by chovſing him out 


of what Treaſure he is Maſter of: For I 
am not capable of being ungrateful to a Per- 
ſon that has obliged me ſo highly as you. 


| have. I have diſcovered every thing to- 


you; now diſpoſe of me how you pleaſe. 
I will never ſuffer any Injury to be done 
you, though my Quality, as J have con- 
alk to you, is not what I boaſted it to- 


” 


Rufina was mightily aſtoniſhed at Criſ- 


pins Stratagem; and not a little glad ſne 


had eſcaped the effects of it: But ſhe was 
afraid Criſpin had likewiſe told Jaime who- 
ſhe was and what Trade ſhe got her live- 
lihood by. Seeing therefore he had ſo 
ingenuouſly declared himſelf to her with- 
out concealing even the Meanneſs of his 
Birth; ſhe thought her ſelf obliged to do 
the ſame, by confeſſing to him her true 
Origin, the Courſe of her Life and * | 
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of her Parents, and in ſhort all that had 
happened to her till her Arrival at Toledo. 


Love and Wine often fetch out things that 


are not abſolutely neceſſary to be known, 
Jaime was over-joyed to find that Rufina 
was of no better Extraction than himſelf ; 


this — 770 5 of Condition bound them 


the cloſer to each other, and made them 


now fully refolve vpon Marrying. 


They alſo reſolved to leave Toledo 


and go fix at Madrid: But Rufina ſaid 
ſhe won'd be firſt revenged of Criſpin, a- 
gainſt whom ſhe was juſtly provoked, up- 
on account of the Trick he meant to put 


upon her. Jaime deſired her to leave 
that to him; becauſe by means of their 


Intimacy he might eaſily draw him into 
his Net; and not only ſtrip him of his 
Money, but ſecure themſelves from his 


future Reſentment by throwing him into 


Toledo Gaol. 


Tn this Reſolution he went to ſee Criſ- 
in, whom he found at his Lodging, not 
expecting a Viſit ſo ſoon: He was mighty 


glad to hear his Comrade had made ſuch ad- 

vances in Rufina's Affections; but then 
Jaime told him, he ſhou'd want more Mo- 

ney both to defray his Expences, and to 
make ſure of the Servants : This he 
| ls thought 
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thought wou'd hinder Criſpin from ſuſ- 
pecting any thing of his deſign, and 
as he did not ſpare for Proteſtati- 
ons of inviolable Friendſhip, by this 
means that old ſubtle Thief was Nooſed 
in ſpite of all his Cunning ; for to enable 
Jaime to appear to Rufina with Maguifi- 
cence, he gave him a hundred Crowns of 
Gold, to ſpend as he pleaſed, in hopes 
of getting ſix times as much by the Bar- 
gain. He took them out of a Bag wherein 
were above five hundred Piſtoles, all good 
Plunder. Faime took particular notice of 
the place where he hid that Treaſure, and: 
like a knight Errant of old made a Solemm 
Vow never to ſleep in a ſoft Bed till he 
had made himſelf the Guardian of thoſe 
bewitching pieces. Criſpin ſoon after- 
wards went down to give Orders for 
dreſſing a brace of Partridges and a Rab- 
bet to entertain his Comrade, and in the 
mean while his Comrade laid hold of a 
Trunk where the Money was put, and 
picking the Lock at which employment. 
he was very expert, he took out the Bag, 
which contained that precious Depoſitum. 
They ſup'd together very Merrily, and 
Jaime took his leave of Criſpin, giving him 
hopes of a ſpeedy Accompliſhment of their 
Deſign. "00S He 


He was extreamly well received by 


Rufina when he came home: He told her 
what had paſt between him and Criſpin, 
and how nobly he had paid him for his 


Intention. of cheating her. Then ſhowed 
her the Piſtoles, which were very delight- 
ful in her Eyes, for ſhe was a great Lo- 


ver of that Species, as indeed ſhe was of 
moſt ſorts of your Gold Coinage. Jaime 
told her how much it concerned him to 
be gone quickly from Toledo, before Criſ- 


ain ſhou'd perceive the loſs of his Money: 


But Rufina found out a- good Expedient 
for that, though ſhe too was of her Gal- 
lant's Opinion as to leaving Toledo, She 
was reſolved to make vſe again of the 


Malaga Buſineſs; giving notice to the 
Provoſt who was a great Perſecutor of 
Rogues, that Criſpin. was at Toledo, and 
that he lodged at ſuch a place. After 
having written a pretty long Letter to 
the Provoſt, they began to think in ear - 
neſt of their Departure, and laid hold 


af the Opportunity of two Waggons that 


were juſt then going to Madrid In theſe 
they loaded all their Effects, and taking 
with them no Servants beſides the Slave, 
they went to the Court, which is a Sea 


where many Streams meet. There they 
| reſolyed: 
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reſolved Rufina ſhou'd lye concealed 
till they had heard News of Garay, and 
whether he was yet gone from thence or 
no. | 3% 
Let us leave them to provide them- 
ſelves with Lodgings, and return to what 
happened upon the Letter which the Pro- 
volt received. He had ſcarce read it over, 
but he call'd for the Serjeants, went im- 
mediately with them to Criſpin's Lodgings 
(who was impatiently waiting till Jaime 
ſhou'd give him Entrance into Rufing's 
Houſe to put him in Poſſeſſion of all her 
Caſh) ſurpriſed him in his Chamber and 
carry'd him to Priſon. Not long before, 
a jadge of Malaga had been at Toledo in 
queſt of him, but not finding him, he 
left with the Provoſt the Marks he was 
to know him by, and by which, though 
the Dreſs he was then in diſguiſed him 
very much, the Provoſt ſoon knew him 
to be the Man. He was carry'd to Pri- 
ſon, and all his things ſiezed on, among 
which he thought was the Gold which 
Jaime had car ry'd off, for he had not yet 
miſs'd it. What follow'd after Criſpin's 
Impriſonment was, that being mounted 
upon the terrible Wooden Courſer, he 


ſhew'd himſelf a ſorry Horſeman, for he 
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cov'd ' conceal nothing: Whereupon he 
was conducted to the Gallows to ſee whe- 
ther he cou'd caper in the Air better than 
he cou'd ride, which he did with great 
applauſe in the Preſence of a vaſt number 
of Spectators. It was no ſmall bleſling 
to him, that he ended his days in that 
manner, whereby he had time to repent 
of the Sins of his Life; for though this is 
indeed the common End of thoſe that live 
by his wretched Profeſſion, yet many of 
them die ſuddenly by Sword or Piſtol 
without any ſuch amendment. Thus 
died the Unfortunate Criſpin, who while 
he was a Hermit had learnt enough of 
| Preaching to make a handſome Oration 
at the Place of Execution. He knew very 
well that his Diſaſter had been brought 
upon him by Jaime But like a good 
eres at his Death he forgave 
all. f 
Ruſina and her Lover, dwelling in pri- 
vate at Madrid to avoid Garay, were now 
united by the Marriage Tye. Garay very 
foon afterwards went to Alcala, where 
he was told he might find his Wife; but 
miſſing of her there too he fell into Com- 
pany with ſome Gentlemen of his own 
Art, and by converſing but a very fhort 
FIC i | ume 


ä 

time with them was ſo lucky as to be 
Condemned firſt to the Laſh, and then 
for ix years to the Galley. He was car- 
ry'd in Chains to Toledo; and as he 
thought Rufina ſtill lived there, he writ 
her a Letter, wherein he alledged, that 
ſince by his aſſiſtance ſhe. had got all her 
Wealth, ſhe ought now to have com- 
paſſion on him and ſave him from under= 
going this woful Sentence, by purchaſing. 
a Slave to ſerve in his ſtead, which is 
done daily, The Perſon that carry'd 
the Letter ſought Rufina in the Street 
to which he was directed; but he was 
quickly informed by the Neighbours that 
ſhe was gone from Toledo So that, ho- 
neſt Garay, laden with Irons, Years, and 
Labours, had the Honour of being his 
Majeſty's Officer on board the Gallies, 
together with ſeveral others, who ne⸗ 
ver had confidence enough in their own. 
Merit to pretend to that TR" - 
ment. 

Let us return to Jaime, who now 
lived very ſplendidly at Madrid: Be 
had not been long there before he aſſoci- 
ated himſelf with ſome Worthy Gentle- 
men like himſelf, all mightily given to 


to 


take care of other ee Goods, and. 
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to Reap the Harveſt before Harveſt time 
was come, being of Opinion that Gold 
and Jewels-are ripe. at any time. They 
committed ſome private Thefts, with ſo 
much Art and Induſtry, that the Authors 
were never ſuſpected: Which ſo whetted 
their Appetites, that they were by no 
means Idle in looking out ſharp for new 
Opportunity's- of exerciſing their Talons. 
There was at that time at Maarid an 
excellent Company of Comedians, the 
very. beſt in all Spain, which the Libe- 
rality of a Grandee who was'vaſtly Rich, 
had got together at bis own Charge, and 
there wanted no Coſt to make them com- 
pleat, *F was not known with what deſign . 
he did it, whetber to exerciſe his Cha- 
rity, or to gratify his own [nclination, _ 
or for what other reaſon : But. he was 
particularly ſollicitous to ſet them hand - 
fomely out; though his Pocket paid 
dear for it. He was very deſirous they 
ſnou'd have the benefit of the Feſtival of 
the Holy. Sacrament- at which the Co- 
medians of the Town every day during 
the Octave, repreſent Plays in the 
open Street, to which every Body is wel- 
come Gratis, and this is done at Ma- 
_ rid every year upon that Feaſt, 1 
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To effect his deſign, he bought them 
new Plays of the beſt Poets in Spain 
whom he rewarded very handſomely ; and 
who were obliged to work extreamly faſt, 
for that great Company: So that another 
Company, which was alſo at Aaarid, 
finding it ſelf of no uſe, not being able 
to ſtand in competition with this, was 
forced to leave the City and go to Tole- 
do, where that Imperial City paid them 
the uſual Allowance for acting their beſt 
Pieces upon the ſame Feſtival. The 
new Company was now left wholly pof- 
ſeſs'd of the Court, and the Grandee be- 
fore mentioned, gave them two thou- 
ſand Crowns by way of advance; to buy. 
them Cloaths that might be anſwerable 
to the Beauty of their Plays. This Mo- 
ney was depoſited in the Houſe of one 
of theſe Actors, who was a Man of Wit 
and Judgment, and in whom his Com- 
panions placed ſo much confidence that 
he was the ſole Manager of every thing. 
He put the Money into a Coffer, the 
Key of which he always carry'd about 
him. Faime's Gang had advice of it im- 
mediately : And having no Averſion to 
ſo pretty a Sum of Money, they con- 
ſalted upon ways and means to make 
themſelves 
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themſelves Maſters of it; and not hit- 
ting upon any that pleaſed them, they 
at laſt referr'd it wholly to Jaime, of 
whoſe Skill they had feen inſtances upon 
ſeveral the like Occaſions. He deſired 
till the next day to think ſedately of it; 
and at Night, he retired apart with 
his Wife, ro whom he communicated 
the Delign, and the ſeveral projects of 
his Comrades. She, who was 8 ſharper at 
theſe Buſineſſes than any of them, told 
him an infallible way to compaſs their 
Wiſhes. He had the Reputation of be- 
ing a Poet, and of compoling Verſes, ſo 
that between them they drew out the 
lan of a Stratagem, which was preſently 
received and agreed to by the reſt of the 

Society. 5:4 
The next day they dreſt Jaime like a 
Scholar juſt come from College, purcha- 
fing of the Brokers a Caſſock and a long 
Cloak, which had been very much worne, 
and was finely embroidered with Greaſe. 
In this diſguiſe he ſmelt as rank of the 
Poet as pollible: The Cloak was of black 
Frize without Nap: They put upon his 
Noſe a huge pair of Spectacles, which he 
faſtened to his Ears with Lute-ſtrings, as 
it is commonly practiſed in Spain, and 
| provided 
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provided him a Hat with vaſt Rims :- 
la ſhort, he was furniſhed with every 
thing that he thought might be neceſſary. 
to make him appear a ridiculous, extra- 
vagant Poet, which was the main part of- 
their Plot. 3 
Thus equip'd he went to the Players, 
who were met at the Place where they 
were uled to act their Plays, in order 
now to rehearſe one which was to be 
performed in three days. He addreſſed: 
himſelf to the Manager of the whole Com- 
pany, whoſe Name he had before learnt; 
and accoſting him with abundance of Ce- 
remony : | am, Sir, ſaid he, with your good 
leave and pleaſure, a Poet, This Player, 
who, as we ſaid before, was an arch 
Wag, and had been uſed to ſuch extra- 
vagant People as Jaime ſeemed now to 
be: May you continue ſo, Sir, reply'd he, 
theſe many years; I aſſure you I ſhall ne- 
wer take the leaſt offence at it. The Deſign 
of my Studies was, ſaid he, to make my. 
ſelf well-read in Theology, in order to 
the being a Dignitary as I am already 
a Batchelor in the Univerſity of Tracho, 
where [I have lived with the general Ap» 


plauſe of all my Countrymen ; for I am 


a Biſcaineer to ſerve God and your Illuſtri- 
| '. on 


r 
ous Company. The Place of my Nati- 
_ vity is Ordugna; and | have the Honour 
to beally'd tothe beſt Families in that 
ancient Town. My Name is the Bat- 
chelor Dominic Joancho, and I am very 
well known all over Biſcay : Where; 
(not neglecting the Talent which Hea- 
ven has been pleaſed" to give me gratis; 
in ſending me into the World a Poet) 
I have apply'd my ſelf to the ſtndy of 
Poetry, in which I have wonderful ſuc- 
ceſs: And finding that my Works were 
univerſally eſteemed, and that every Bo- 
dy preſt me to make them publick; I 
ſet to writing of Plays, not ſuch as ap- 
pear now a- days, the compoſition of 
Apprentice Poets: I have ſeveral written 
in a Style that may truly be call'd extra- 
ordinary, and I cou'd let you have a 
Dozen that are quite finiſhed. I came 
to this Court becauſe there are ſeveral 
excellent Wits to be found here, and I 
have had the Honour to make my ſelf 
known for what lam; and without va- 
nity be it ſpoken, I have forced the beſt 
Jadges to. confeſs that my Beavties are 
y no means common, But I am chiefly 
happy, Sir, in living at the ſame' time 
with ſo perfect, ſo Illuſtrious a CONT 
4 hic 
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which may be call'd the Cream of all the 
Companies in Spain, and in whoſe Ser- 
vice | mean to employ. the Talent I am 
bleſt withy if you and your Compani- 
ons think well thereof. I intend to let 
you have immediately half a dozen 
Plays at leaſt, all written with this right 
Hand. As for the price, you are ſuch Rea-- 
ſonable Gentlemen, that we ſhall ſoon 
be agreed: Be pleaſed, Sir, to do me 
the honour to make me known to the 
other Genrlemen, your Aſſociates, that 
they too may tell me how they. approve 
of my offers. | 5 
This Actor was of a different Tem- 
per from moſt of the Others, who fo- 
ſoon as a Poet that they are not ac- 
quainted with, comes to ſhew them a. 
Play, deſpiſe and often refuſe to hear 
him; as if God, who gave Wit to thoſe: 
that are in vogue, had limited his fa- 
vours, and cou'd- beſtow none upon aux 
body elſe 3 when he is able to give not 
only as much, but infinitely more to 
- whomſoever he pleaſes. I return to my 
Story, to inform you that this Player 
was of a very Jovial Hamour and took 
great delight, when he had little elfe 
to do, to divert himſelf upon ſuch oc- 
caſions. 
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caſions. Judging of this Man by his 
Habit and Diſcourſe, as any one elſe wou'd, 
he told him that he did them a great 


deal of honour, and that he returned 


him Thanks in the name of the Com- 
pany. Then, turning to his Compa- 
nions, This, Gentlemen, ſays he, is the 
Batchelor Dominic Foancho, a Noble Biſ- 
cayneer, and a very excellent Poet, who 


writes admirably for the Stage, and 


who offers to uſe his Pen for Ours, hav- 
ing already twelve at leaſt quite finiſhed, 


us. 


The other Actors, by what their 


Comrade faid to them, and by the Dreſs 
and Grimaces of this ſtrange Figure, 
immediately took the hint that he muſt 
be ſomething very uncommon ; for which 
reaſon they all pretended they were 
highly obliged to him and ſaluted him 
very civilly. He returned their falutes 
with very groteſque Poſtures. He that 
firſt ſpoke to him, 
Patience till they had rehearſed their 
Play; that it wou'd not be long a do- 
ing, becauſe they had already rehearſed 


it three or four times ; that there were 


_ .enly a few Scenes in which they were 


nok 


which if you think fir, he will ſhew 


beg'd him to have 


K 
not perfect, and that afterwards they 
wou'd liſten to ſome of his performances 
if he wou'd do them the henour to com- 
municate them to them. He therefore 
took a Seat, and waited till they had 
done what they were about. After 
that, Night coming on, they call'd for 
Candles, and all fitting down round a- 
bont him, they beg'd him to read the 
Titles of thoſe twelve Plays which he 
ſaid were finiſhed : Upon this requeſt, 
the pretended Author, who play'd his 
Part to Admiration, drew a Payer out 
of his Pocket, and read what fol- 


lows. | 


1 


9 


A Lift of the Plays, 


Which the Batchelor Dominic Foancho, a 
Bi ſcayneer Poet, has writ this preſent 
Year. The Titles are theſe. 


The Hair-brained Infanta. 
The Lucifer of Tpres. 
The Gandaye. 
The Creation of the World. 
 Noab's Ark, | 


The French Evil. 5, 
8 Almonds 
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"Almonds for thoſe that have na Teeth. 
The Rainleſs Summer. 

The Ragged Finery. 

A Pilgrimage to St. James. f 
The Cunning Thief at the Gallows. 
The Signioreſs of Biſcay. | 


Theſe, adds he, are the twelve Plays 
which I told you were quite finiſhed :. I 
wou'd gladly have this laſt play'd firſt, 
becauſe the ſcene is laid in my own 
Country, and. *tis one of the very beſt 
Pieces that was ever writ, the Intrigue 
of it being amazing; and tis Commen- 
dation enough, to tell you that it coſt 
me no little time, and that I bit my 
Nails above twenty times in its Compo- 
ſition; 

All the Players had much ado to con- 


tain from burſting ont into a loud 
Laugh, at the odd Titles of the Plays, 
and they wiſhed they had had more 
Leiſure to enjoy the Company of the- 


Biſcayneer Poet. He that had: firſt ſpo- 
ken to him, thanking him in the name. 
of the Company, It rejoyces me ex- 
treamly Sir, fays he, to have the ho- 
nour to be informed of your Character 


from your own Mouth; for till. now, 


I: 
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1 confeſs to my Shame, I had never ſo 
much as heard your Illuſtrious Name: 
You are extreamly in the right to ſhew 
your ſelf at the Court of Spain, and a 
Man of your Merit will without doubt 
be greatly eſteemed here. 1 beg you, 
in the Name of my Companions, to 
fayour us with that of your Plays which 
you your ſelf are moſt ſatisfy'd with, 
though we implicitly believe your Re- 
putation to be really as great as you 
tell us it is. You muſt give us your 
firſt for Nothing, as all new Poets do; 

and as for the reſt, we will allow you 
whatever we agree for, and perhaps 
we may like them ſo well, that we may 
furniſh our ſelves with enow to ſerve 
us a whole year, even though we were 
to borrow Money to pay for them. lt 
is now late, and almoſt time to go to 
Supper ; we ſhall have more time after 

Supper to hear you in my Apartment, 
where all my Companions will certainly 
be, and we ſhall be glad if you will 
favour us with your Company. There 
you may communicate to us the Talents 
which Heaven has endowed you with, 
by ſhewing us what Play you think 
fit. The Signioreſs of Biſcay, anſi W 
MY PM e, 
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be, is what I will read firſt ; for by 
that I hope to get the Reputation of a 


great Author, and procure my ſelf E- 
ſteem in this Court. The Actor re- 
ply'd; 1 cou'd not help obſerving the 
Title you give it of Signioreſs, when 
you might have called her the Lady of 
Biſcay, which ſeems to me to be a word 
much more in uſe. I own it, ſaid the 
feign'd Poet; but I call it ſo on pur- 
poſe : For the King writes himſelf only 
Seignior (or Lord) of Biſcay, and nor 
Prince, Duke, Count, nor Marqueſs : 
So, in the feminine Gender, I mult not 
ſay Lady, but Seignioreſs; becauſe . too 


this word rhimes to Princeſs, Dutcheſs, 


Counteſs, Miſtreſs, c; and beſides, I 
like this word the better upon account 
of its being new ; for, you know now-a- 
days every body runs after Novelties, 
and even the peaſants deſpiſe what is 
old and common. : 

All that were preſent were hugely 
| diverted at the pretended Poet's ridicu- 
lous Talk. I further obſerved, ſaid the 
Actor, that you intitle one of your 


Plays, Noab's Ark. I can't imagine how 


you can fit that Story to the Stage, nor 
who can at it, for in my mind nothing 
| — 
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at all or but very little can be ſaid up» 
on that Subject. If you had ſeen my 
Plan, anſwered the feign'd Poet, you 
wou'd be ſo far from talking as you do, 
that you won'd be raviſhed with the 
Invention, which is brand new; as indeed 
1 am very happy in hitting upon No- 
velties: My Actors in that Piece are 
all ſuch Animals as imitate human 
Speech ſuch as Parrots, Paroquets, Mag- 
pies, Jays, and ſeveral others; a thing 
which never before appeared, and which 
will be mightily admired for its agree- 
able Novelty. Upon this they cou'd no 
longer forbear burſting out into a loud 
Laugb, which made the Author ask 
them ſeriouſly what they lavght at. To 
which the Actor that ſpoke for the reſt 
reply'd ; this Novelty will certainly 
pleaſe the Town prodigiouſly, fince it 
makes us laugh thus upon the expecta- 
tion we are in of getting a great deal 
of Money by it. There is no donbt 
you will ſo, ſaid the cunning Author. 
But let us have done with the other 
Titles, upon which I will at a fitter time 
anſwer any Objections you may make 
againſt them, and let us now ſpeak on- 
ly of that which 1 intend ſhall 1 
| | aciIedes © 
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We will defer talking of them, ſaid 
che Actor, till we have ſup'd ; and if 


you will pleaſe to come by and by to 
my Houſe I will there wait for you with 
theſe Gentlemen: Wherenpon he took 
his Leave of them, and promiſed not to 
fail- waiting on them at the time ap- 
—_— | 

From them he went directly to his 
Aſſociates, whom he informed of all 
that had paſt between him and the 
AQtors, and that he was to be with 
them again at his Houſe, who had the 
Money in his keeping : He told them 
he wou'd take care to hold them in diſ- 


courſe all the fore part of the Night, 


to give them an opportunity of ſtealing 
the Treaſure, which they cou'd eaſily 


effect, by means of their falſe Keys, 
Pick-locks, and other Inſtraments where- 


with they were very well provided, 
The Actors on their ſide, were pre- 
paring to play him ſuch a Trick as his 


eeming Extravagance deſerved, getting 
ready ſeveral Squibs and Crackers in 


order to terrify him; for they thought 


he deſerved even to be toſt in a Blan- 


ket. 
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The appointed Hour being come, he 
went to the Houſe of the Actor who 
had invited him, to read his Compoſi- 
tion; where he found them all waiting 
for him. The Actor, ſeeing all his 
Company was met, ſaid that Room was 
too ſmall to hold them conveniently, 
and that they had much better go lit 
upon the Stage where they wou'd be 
ſafe from any Interruption, The fham 
Poet was of the ſame mind, and ex- 
treamly glad at the Propoſal, becauſe 
the Houſe being left empty, his Com- 
rades might do their Job in a trice; 
for the Actors Wife, and even the Ser- 
vants wou'd not for the World have 
loſt their ſhare of the Diverſion they 
expected. Thus they left the Houſe. 
without a guard, and ſhut the doors 'af- 
ter them; but Jaime's Companions coud 
eaſily find a way to open them. 

When they were come upon the Stage, 
they gave the Poet a Chair, ſhewing 
him abundance of Civility. Near his Seat 


was a Table with two Candles on it. 


Having taken out the Play, which was 
mighty nicely bound, and N 
| 3 he thus began, | 
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A NEW 


Comedy, called, 


THE 


"DOI gnioreſs of Biſcay 2 


Written by the Batchelor Dowinic 


Juoaucho, a Biſcayneer Poet. 


The Interlocutors. 


Don Orboa, A Cavalier. 
Don Garnica, Another Cavalier. 


Gacenecbe, Pot. Iadie, A Joking Valet. 


old a little, Sir, aid the Chief of 
the Company; is not one Name | 
tor the Valet? No, Sir, ſaid Jaime, 


for 
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for the firſt is his Chriſten- name, and 
the ſecond is ſigniſicative of the Parte 
he is to play: For as a Pot-ladle ſtirs - 
the Victuals, ſo he it is that ſtirs, over © 
bawls and thickens all the Intrigues in 
the Comedy. You ſee he is not call 
ſo for nothing, neither are any of the 
others, which perhaps you may at firſt 
hearing diſlike, Yon ſay right, an- 
ſwered the Actor; be. pleaſed to go 
en. Which he did as follows... | 


Gratia Galinda, the Seigniorels of 
a Which is a very good 
Name ta ſhew the Graces ſne 
is adorn'd with. | : 


Garibaya . 
— Tae rare 

An old Uſher of the 
Ordouy Seignioreſſes. 


Aranclbia, The Seignioreſ's Steward. 5 
A Forge for Iron. | * 


Stay a Moment, Sir, ſaid that AQor X 
who — the Mouth of the reſt; is this - 
to ſpeak ? No, Sir, ſaid the Poet, 


bot is abſolutely geceſſary in the Play, 
82 becauſe 


2 
” ; — 
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"becauſe mention is often made of it, 
as being the chief Revenue of our 
Country, and the greateſt part of the 


Seignioreſs's - Eſtate. * Very well, an- 


ſwered t'other; but then it need not 
be put among the Interlocutorss That 
| _ ealily be altered, faid the Batche- 


nem. Thirtten Vaſſals of the Seig- 


mioreſs's. 


Thirteen! ſaid the Player: Cou'd 
not you reduce them to a ſmaller num- 
ber? By no means, Sir, ſaid the Poet; 
for they repreſent Thirteen of the beſt 
Families in Biſcay, and each of them, 
in the name of his whole Family, has 
a Vote in the State to- conſent to the 
Seignioreſs's Marriage; and if one were 
wanting, it wou'd be the greateſt Affront 
that cov'd be put upon ſome one Illu- 
ſtrious Family. I am very faithful and 
punctual in every thing that relates to 
the Hiſtory of Biſcay, and I wou'd not 
miſs a Syllable of it, if I coud avoid 
it. Aye, but this will be very hard 
for us. to act, ſaid the Player; * we 
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bade not ſo man) Actors is our Come 
pany. Take in more, take ii thore, 
y's the Poet: For ſuch 4 Fiete & - 
this is not to be mangled for Want of a - 
few paltry Actor. Are there any niore - 
Characters, ſaid the Comedian? Ae 
marry are there anſwered the Poet, | 


* 4 


1 
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Item. Seven Virgins, who art t 
Daice before their Mi ifreſs at bet . 
Entrance into Biſcay. 30 


Seven Virgins! id the Actor whers- 5 
do you think we ſhall get — Virgins, 
and at Court too? Sir, ſaid the Poet, 
there is no profit can be made -withe - 
out ſome Charge ; and then, to telt 
you the Truth, they are nor to be 
fearched, to know whether they are 
really Virgins (though it wou'd be bet- 
ter if they were ſo) but this may be 


in perſpeQtive, and made to dance by 
Springs; though ſtill it wou'd be much 
better to have real Virgins. This in- 
deed, ſaid the Actor, is ſome Comfort 
to 5 for we can eaſil7 chuſe that 
8 3 number 


"YN 


ſopply'd too, by having them painted 2 


8 „ 
number; ont of our own: Company; 
reckoning in Supernumeraries : But 1 
won't anſwer for their being what you 
wou'd have them. Pray let us now 
hear. how your Play begins. 
In the firſt Scene, ſays he, enter Don 
Orboa, the firſt Lover, and Goxzenecbe 
Pot-ladle, his Joking Valet, in Coun- 
try Habits, each having a Cloak and an 
Umbrello. But, interrupts the player; 
Nhat need have they of Umbrelloes if 
they have Cloaks ? I find, anſwers the 
Poet, you know: nothing of the Cli- 
mate of Biſcay. In Summer, Sir, there 
are ſach violent ſhowers of Rain, that 
von wou'd think the Sky was falling; 
and immediately afterwards: the Sun 
will ſhine out ſo hotly. that our Brains 
are. almoſt boyl'd. in our Skull. I be- 
lieve yon ſays the Player, and am ſa- 
tisfy d: Proceed. He began to read the. 
Verſes: in ſo ridiculous and fo whim- 
Kral a manner, that when he had gone 
through about a hundred of them, the 
Players, ſeeing the whole Piece conſiſted 
of four or five Quires of Paper, and 
was written too in a ſmall hand, quite 
tird- with what they had heard al- 
ready, and. impatient of Pending 5 4 
» : I & 1 
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Night in liſtening to ſuch impertinent 
Stuff, began to break ſilence with a 
deaf ſort of a Murmur. Our pretend- 
ed Batchelor, who wiſhed for nothing; 
better, upon this, gave ſuch a hearty: 
ſtroke upon the Table, that he ſhook 
the whole Stage, and bawl'd out with: 
a. thundering Voice, Tacete, Tacete. But 
his Audience not underſtanding Latin 
the Noiſe grew louder, - and a Scuffle: 
aroſe in which, — puff ! out went 
the Candles, and the Trick they had 
prepared to puniſh the poor Poet: as he 
deſerved, was ſet on foot. 8 - bed 
They let off their Squibs and: 
Crackers, which all. flew upon the 
Poet ;. ſo that what with theſe, and- 
the Flames of Rozin which they threw. 
up under their Trap-doors, he was 
in a. very ſore fright, He let them: 
know that he very much reſented- the 
being brought thither to receive ſuch 
an Affront, for in the Scuffie he loſt 
his Play, at which he ſeemed to be ex- 
treamly uneaſie. e 


\ 
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The Refult of rhis Jeſt was tat 
Jaime's Gang, while the Players were 


thus merrily employ'd, had opened the 
Doors Xe Houſe, ranſacked every 
Room, 


and in a Coffer found the 
which m 


Money they ſought for; 
carried to — Houle, where 
was divided among tem: And es 
cauſe ans s Wife had been the In- 
ventor of the Stratagem, ſhe had her 
fhare of the Booty, as in reaſon ie 


ought, 
The next day, the Comedian who 
had been thus ftripe, having ocean 
to purchaſe ſome Silks to make Cloaths, 
was terribly amazed to find his Coffer 
open, and much more ſo when he per- 
ceived that the Money was gone. 
He was at firſt ſo confounded that Ne 
cou'd not ſpeak. But after he ws 4 
little recovered from his Trance, he 
axed his Wife, who had been ! in the 
Houſe ? which de cou'd' give him no 
account of. He immediately ran and 
informed the Officers of Juſtice of this 
' Robbery. They ſearched all the Streets 
* of the Player's Houſe, but to no 
ſe. The poor Actor went to the 
obleman, wh" | had made them the 


Preſent, 


Preſent, and told him their Misfor- 
tune: But he, thinking there muſt be 


leaſt "Credit to him: He fell ſick with 
Vexation upon this, and began to doubt 
that this good Office had been done 
him by that feigned Poet, whom he 
order'd to be diligently ſearched for; 
but he was not to be found, for he and 
his Companions had taken effectual 
care of themſelves. Theſe things being 

come to the knowledge of the Grandee, 
to whoſe liberality they owed that Sum, 
he was ſo generous as to make it good 
to them again. This cured the Sick 
Man, whoſe Diſtemper ariſing from the 
loſs of his Treaſure, vaniſned again at 
the Recovery of it: The Serjeants 
nevertheleſs continu'd their ſearch . af- 
ter this Thief in the ſhape of a Poet; 
Which Faime hearing, he inform'd Ru- 
na thereof, who adviſed him to leave 
Madrid, ſince they had Wealth enovgh 
to ſettle and carry on any Traffick 
elſewhere. Jaime took her Counſel ; 
and thus retiring from Madrid, they 
took refuge in Arragon and fixed in | 
Saragoza, the Metropolis of that King- | 
dom: They hired a Houſe, and 2 
| 7 ome 


ſome Trick in it, wou'd not give the 
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ſometime kept a Aﬀercer's-ſhop ; where. 
we ſhall — them in Purſuit 'of new 
Adventures; their Trade only ſerving 
as 2 Diſguiſe for the better accompliſh». 
ing of their Deſigns, 
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B OO ks lately Priated for E. Curt 
in Fleet Street; and V. Tayler in Pater- 
4 Naſter. Row. | > | 1 


A and Witchcreft. Containing, The mo 
2 Beſt W N elations f 
Magicians, Sorcerers, Witches aritions, 
Spectres, Ghoſts, Demons, and other preter- 
natural Appearances, ſrom the beginning of 
the World to the preſent Time. 2. An Ac- 


Witches; ſhewing the Contracts they made 
With the Devil, and what Methods they take 
'to accompliſh their infernal Deſigns. 3. A 
full Confutation of all the Arguments that 
have ever been produc'd againſt the Belief of 
Apparitions, Witches, Cc. with a Judgment 
concerning Spirits, by the late Learned Mr. 
Juen Locke, 4. A Collection of ſeveral very 
ſcarce and valuable Tryals of Witches, in Scot» 
5 England, & c. In two Volumes, Ia. 

F 8 4 ice : F. | | 
bel Tales: Or, Inſtructive Hiſtories for 
the Happy Conduct of Life ; containing the 
following Events, Fix. 1. The Captivated 
Monarch. 2. The Baniſh'd Prince. 3. The 
Power of Beauty. 4. The Diſtreſt Lovers. 
F. The Perfidious Gallant. 6. The Conſtant 
air One. 7. The Generous Rival. 8. The 
Inhuman Father. 9. The Depos'd Uſurper. 
10. The :Puniſhment of Ungenerous Love. 
& Written 


count of the firſt Riſe of Magicians and 
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Books Printed for E. Curl, and W. Taylor. 


| 


Written by Mrs. Sarah Builer, 120. Price 
Is. 6d. Stitch'd, 2 5. Bound. | 
Court. Tales . Or,*A Hiſtory of the A- 
mours of the.Prefent bility ; ; witha com: 
plear Key, $v0, Price® 
Ovid's Metamorphoſes, 


: Hands, viz. Mr. Sewell, Me, Philips, Mr. 
Hughes, Mr. Pope, Mr. 'Gay, Captain Mor- 


rice, &c. Adornd with Cuts : In. two neat 


Pocket Volumes. Price 6. 


The Adventures of T beggenes and; Chari: | 


clia, in Ten Books: | (The firſt Romance that 


ever was Written.) Done from the Greek © 


of 3 In wen neat Pocket Volumes. 
rd 


Nilogſen, late Archbiſnep of Canterbury. With 


an Appendir very curious Original Pa- 


pers, 80. Price 35. 6 4. 


and Learned Dr. Sauth. Containing, I. An 
Account of his Travels into Poland, in the 
Year 1674, with Laurence Hhae, Binz then 
Ambaſcäder ae Orations 
made aþor} extraor 7 ons when 
he was Publick Ora 
Oxford, III. Three Vermons on ſeveral 

caſions. Publiſned fror the Original 2 
nuſcripts under his own Hand. To which 
is prefix'd, his Life, and a True Copy of 
his laſt Will and Teſtament, 8. In Two 


Volumes. Price 95. 


. * Fifteen Books - Y 
N new Tranſlation, - by the *moſt - Eminent | 


| Sr Reverend Dr. John + 


" Poſthumors- Works of the late Reverend 


Vibe Uniyexſit\ of 


4 2 — 
* 


